I 

Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by -Google 


A.!//. 


cfy'Y'H 


A 


VOYAGE 

i 

ROUND  THE 

WORLD, 

I N 

His  Britannic  Majesty’s  Sloop,  Resolution, 

commanded  by  Capt.  James  Cook,  daring  the  Years  1771,  3,  4,  and  5. 


By  GEORGE  FORSTER,  F.  R.  S. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Madrid,  and  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Natural  Knowledge  at  Berlin. 


IN  TWO  VOLUMES. 

„ VOL.  I. 

On  ne  repoufle  point  la  verite  fans  bruir, 

Et  de  «]ucl<]tic  tavern  qu’on  rarrctc  au  pafliige. 

On  verra  «6t-ou-tard  que  e’etoit  un  outrage, 

Dont  il  falloit  qu’au  moins  la  bvntt  fut  lc  fruit.  De  Mint. 


London, 

Printed  for  B.  White,  Fleet-Street ; J.  Robson,  Bond  Street;  P.  ElmsLY,  Strand  ; 
and  G.  Robinson,  Pater-noflcr-Row. 

MDCCLXXVll. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 y, o/ifeoiM 


a/.f/i  ntco 


A M K l<  I c A , fivm  I)  An  i HU,  coinpaird  n 
Spanish  Charts  K’  the  Resolution  's  f 
AFKICA  ,/rvrn  SCI)  airy  tuples  Chan 
Southern  Ocean,  &*  the  ATciv  Edit 


Sf.D  Apres  iYeptune  Oriental . 
New  Holland,  according  to  the 
Pc  the  Endeavours  Discoveries. 


Eaftcni  Isles  of  Asia  ,fivm  SI'.  Da , 


of  the  China  Sea.  P.'  the  Sep  tune 


e 


1‘n bit.* tied  acroi 


PREFACE 


T TISTORY  docs  not  offer  an  example  of  fuch  dif- 
"*■  interefted  efforts,  towards  the  enlargement  of  human 
knowledge,  as  have  been  made  by  the  Britilh  nation,  fince 
the  acceflion  of  his  prefent  Majefty  to  the  Throne.  America, 
with  all  its  riches,  might  long  have  remained  undifeovered, 
if  the  unequalled  pcrfcverance  and  the  glorious  cntliufiafm 
of  Columbus  had  not  providentially  furmounted  every 
difficulty,  and,  in  fpite  of  ignorance  and  envy,  forced  their 
way  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella.  That  immortal  navigator 
was  protcAed  at  lad,  only  becaufe  he  opened  a new  and 
evident  fourcc  of  gain.  But  a friendffiip  between  Plutus 
and  the  Mufcs  was  too  Angular  to  be  fincere ; it  only  laded 
whilft  they,  with  no  better  fuccefs  than  the  Danaids,  poured 
heaps  of  gold  into  his  treafury. 

The  triumph  of  fcience  was  referved  to  later  periods  of 
time.  Three  voyages  of  difeovery,  from  the  mod  liberal 
motives,  had  already  been  performed,  when  a fourth  was 
undertaken  by  order  of  an  enlightened  monarch,  upon  a 
more  enlarged  and  majedic  plan  than  ever  was  put  in 
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execution  before.  The  greateft  navigator  of  his  time,  two 
able  adronomers,  a man  of  fcience  to  ftudy  nature  in  all  her 
recedes,  and  a painter  to  copy  fome  of  her  mod  curious 
productions,  were  fclcctcd  at  the  expence  of  the  nation. 
After  completing  their  voyage,  they  have  prepared  to  give 
an  account  of  their  refpective  difeoveries,  which  cannot  fail 
of  crowning,  their  employers  at  lead,  with  immortal 
honour. 

The  13riti(h  lcgillaturc  did  not  fend  out  and  liberally  fup- 
port  my  father  as  a naturalid,  who  was  merely  to  bring 
home  a collcdtion  of  buttcrdics  and  dried  plants.  That 
fuperior  wifdom  which  guides  the  counfels  of  this  nation, 
induced  many  perfons  of  confiderable  didinction  to  act  on 
this  occafion  with  unexampled  greatnefs.  So  far  from 
preferibing  rules  for  his  conduct,  they  conceived  that  the 
man  whom  they  had  chofen,  prompted  by  his  natural  love 
of  fcience,  would  endeavour  to  derive  the  greated  pofliblc 
advantages  to  learning  from  his  voyage.  He  was  only 
therefore  directed  to  exercifc  all  his  talents,  and  to  extend 
his  obfervations  to  every  remarkable  objedt.  From  him 
they  expected  a philofophical  hidory  of  the  voyage,  free 
from  prejudice  and  vulgar  error,  where  human  nature 
fhould  be  reprefented  without  any  adherence  to  fallacious 
fydems,  and  upon  the  principles  of  general  philanthropy  ; 
in  fhort,  an  account  written  upon  a plan  which  the  learned 
world  had  not  hitherto  fecn  executed. 

My 
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My  father  performed  the  voyage,  and  collected  his  ob- 
fervations  agreeably  to  the  ideas  which  had  thus  been  enter- 
tained of  him.  Fully  refolved  to  complete  the  purpofe  of 
hi3  million,  and  to  communicate  his  difcoveries  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  not  allowing  himfelf  any  time  to  reft  from  the  fa- 
tigues which  he  had  undergone,  he  inferibed  and  prefented 
the  firft  fpecimen  of  his  labours  to  his  majefty  within  four 
months  after  his  return  *.  The  hiftory  of  the  voyage,  the 
principal  performance  which  was  demanded  at  his  hands, 
next  engroffed  his  whole  attention.  It  was  at  firft  propofed, 
that  from  his  own  and  captain  Cook’s  journals  a Angle 
narrative  fhould  be  compofcd,  in  which  the  important  ob- 
fervations  of  each  fhould  be  inferted,  and  referred  to  their 
proper  authors  by  different  matks.  My  father  received  a 
part  of  captain  Cook’s  journal,  and  drew  up  fevcral  flicets 
as  a fpecimen ; however,  as  it  was  foon  after  thought  more 
expedient  to  feparate  the  two  journals,  this  plan  was  not 
profecutcd.  The  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commillioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  being  deftrous  of  ornamenting  the  account 
of  the  late  difcoveries  with  a number  of  plates,  engraved 
after  the  drawing  of  the  artill  who  went  on  the  voyage, 
gencroufly  granted  the  whole  cxpencc  of  the  engraving  -j- 

* Chara&ercs  Generum  Plantarum  quas  in  Infulis  marls  auftralis  collcg  5cc. 
Joannes  Reinoldus  Forfter,  LL.  D.  & Georgius  Fordcr.  4to.  Lond.  1776. 

t This  expence  amounts  to  upwards  of  zcoo  /.  all  the  plates  being  executed  by 
the  ablcft  arcifls, 
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iii  tqu.il  lharcs  to  captain  Cook  and  my  father.  An  agree- 
ment was  drawn  up  on  the  i 3th  of  April,  1 77 6,  between 
captain  Cook  and  my  father,  in  the  prefence,  and  with  the 
fignature  of  the  earl  of  Sandwich,  fpecifying  the  particular 
parts  of  the  account  which  were  to  be  prepared  for  the  prefs 
by  each  of  the  parties  feparatcly,  and  confirming  to  them 
both  jointly  the  generous  gift  of  the  plates  from  the  Board 
of  Admiralty.  In  confequence  of  this,  my  father  prefented 
a fecond  fpecimen  of  his  narrative  for  the  perufal  of  the 
earl  of  Sandwich,  and  was  much  furprifed  at  firft  that  this 
fccond  eflay  was  entirely  difapproved  j but  after  fomc  time 
he  was  convinced,  that  as  the  word  “ narrative”  was 
omitted  in  the  agreement,  he  had  no  right  to  compofe  a 
connected  account  of  the  voyage.  He  was  told  that  if  he 
meant  to  preferve  his  claim  to  half  the  profit  arifing  from 
the  plates  which  the  Board  of  Admiralty  provided,  he  mud 
conform  to  the  letter  of  the  agreement ; and  though  he  had 
always  confidcred  himfelf  as  fent  out  chiefly  with  a view  to 
write  the  hiftory  of  the  voyage,  he  acquicfced  for  the  benefit 
of  his  family,  and  ftriCtly  confined  himfelf  to  the  pub- 
lication of  his  unconnected  philofophical  obfervations  made 
in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage. 

I mud  confefs,  it  hurt  me  much,  to  fee  the  chief  intent 
of  my  father’s  million  defeated,  and  the  public  difappointed 
in  their  expectations  of  a philofophical  recital  of  faCts. 

Howcvcc, 
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However,  as  I had  been  appointed  his  afliftant  in  the 
courfe  of  this  expedition,  I thought  it  incumbent  upon  me, 
at  lead  to  attempt  to  write  fuch  a narrative.  F.vcry  con- 
fideration  prompted  me  to  undertake  the  tafk,  which  it 
was  no  longer  in  his  power  to  perform.  It  was  a duty  we 
owed  to  the  public  j I had  colle&ed  fufficicnt  materials 
during  the  voyage,  and  I had  as  much  good  will  to  begin 
with,  as  any  traveller  that  ever  wrote,  or  any  compiler 
that  was  ever  bribed  to  mutilate  a narrative.  I was  bound 
by  no  agreement  whatfoever,  and  that  to  which  my  father 
had  figned,  did  not  make  him  anfwerable  for  my  aflions, 
nor  in  the  molt  diftant  manner  preclude  his  giving  me 
afiiftancc.  Therefore  in  every  important  circumftance,  I- 
had  leave  to  confult  his  journals,  and  have  been  enabled  to 
draw  up  my  narrative  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  attention  to 
hidorical  truth. 

Two  anonymous  publications  on  the  fubjeiR  of  our 
voyage  have  already  appeared  j but  the  prefent  age  is  too 
enlightened  to  credit  marvellous  hidories,  which  would 
have  difguded  even  the  romantic  difpofition  of  our  anccdors. 
The  incidents  of  our  voyage  are  various,  and  deeply  in- 
tending, without  the  aflidance  of  Gidion.  Our  courfc  has 
been  by  turns  fertile,  and  barren  of  events ; but  as  the 
indudry  of  the  labourer  reaps  fome  advantage  from  the 
mod  ungrateful  foil,  fo  the  mod  dreary  folitudes  have 
yielded  indruftion  to  the  inquiGtive  mind. 

Another  r 
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Another  narrative  of  this  circumnavigation,  is  faid  to 
have  been  written  by  captain  James  Cook  of  His  Ma- 
jerty’s  Royal  Navy,  under  whofc  command  it  was  per- 
formed. That  account  will  be  ornamented  with  a great 
variety  of  plates,  reprefenting  views  of  the  countries  which 
we  vifrted,  portraits  of  the  natives,  figures  of  their  boats, 
arms,  and  utenfils,  together  with  a number  of  particular 
charts  of  the  new  difcovcrics  j and  all  thefe  plates,  en- 
graved at  the  expence  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  are  the 
joint  property  of  captain  Cook  and  my  father. 

At  firft  fight  it  may  feem  fuperfluous  to  oiler  two  re- 
lations of  this  voyage  to  the  world  ; but  when  we  confidcr 
them  as  narratives  of  interefling  facts,  it  mull  be  allowed 
that  the  latter  will  be  placed  in  a llronger  light,  by  being 
related  by  different  perfons.  Our  occupations  when  in 
harbour  were  widely  different  j whilft  captain  Cook  was 
employed  in  victualling  or  refitting  the  (hip,  I went  in 
queft  of  the  manifold  objeiits  which  Nature  had  fcattered 
throughout  the- land.  Nothing  is  therefore  more  obvious, 
than  that  each  of  us  may  have  caught  many  difiiiiift  in- 
cidents, and  that  our  obfervations  will  frequently  be  foreign 
to  each  other.  But  above  all,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
fame  ohjedts  may  have  been  feen  in  different  points  of 
vic.v,  and  that  the  fame  fa<5l  may  often  have  given  rife  to 
different  ideas.  Many  circumftances  familiar  to  the  navi- 
gator, who  ha. -been  bred  on  the  rough  elemenr,  llrike 
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the  landman  with  novelty,  and  furnifh  entertainment  to 
his  readers.  The  feaman  views  many  objects  on  fhore 
with  a retrofpeCt  to  maritime  affairs,  whilfl  the  other  attends 
to  their  (economical  ufes.  In  fliort,  the  different  branches 
of  fcience  which  we  have  fludied,  our  turns  of  mind,  our 
heads  and  hearts  have  made  a difference  in  our  fenfations, 
reflections,  and  expreflions.  This  difparity  may  have  been 
rendered  (till  more  evident,  as  I have  flightly  palled  over 
all  regulations  relative  to  the  interior  ceconomy  of  the 
fhip  and  the  crew  : I have  fludioufly  avoided  nautical  de- 
tails both  at  fea  and  in  harbour,  nor  ventured  to  determine, 
how  often  we  reefed,  or  fplit  a fail  in  a florm,  how  many 
times  we  tacked  to  weather  a point,  and  how  often  our 
refractory  bark  difobeyed  her  Palinurus,  and  miffed  flays. 
The  bearings  and  diflances  of  projecting  capes,  of  peaks, 
bills,  and  hummocks,  of  bays,  harbours,  ports,  and  coves, 
at  different  hours  of  the  day,  have  likevvife  been  in  general 
omitted.  Thefe  inflruclivc  particulars  thrive  in  the  proper 
field  of  the  navigator.  The  hiflory  of  captain  Cook's  firfl 
Voyage  Round  the  World  *,  was  eagerly  read  by  all  Euro- 
pean nations,  but  incurred  univerfal  cenfurc,  I had  almoft 
faid  contempt.  It  was  the  fate  of  that  Hiflory,  to  be  com- 
piled by  a perfon  who  had  not  been  on  the  voyage ; and 

• In  the  Endeavour,  from  1768,  to  1771,  drawn  op  by  Dr.  John  Hawkcf- 
worth. 
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to  the  frivolous  obfcrvations,  the  uninterelling  digreflions, 
and  fophiftical  principles  of  this  writer,  the  ill-fucccfs  of 
the  work,  has  been  attributed  ; though  few  arc  able  to 
determine,  with  what  degree  of  juftice  the  blame  is  thrown 
upon  the  compiler.  The  adtivc  life  of  captain  Cook, 
and  his  indefatigable  purfuits  after  difeoveries,  have  made 
it  impoffible  for  him  to  fuperintend  the  printing  of  his  own 
Journals  ; and  the  public,  I am  much  afraid,  mull  again 
converfe  with  him  by  means  of  an  interpreter.  His  pre* 
fent  performance  will,  in  all  probability,  have  another  cir- 
cumdancc  in  common  with  the  former,  where  many  im- 
portant obfervations,  thought  obnoxious,  have  been  fup- 
preffed,  as  is  cullomary  in  France.  The  fame  authority 
which  blew  off  M.  de  Bougainville  from  the  ifland  of  Juan 
Fernandez,  could  hufh  to  filence  the  Britilh  guns,  wliilft 
the  Endeavour  cannonaded  the  Fortuguefe  fort  at  Madeira  *. 
"Without  entering  farther  into  this  fubjedt,  I fliall  only 
obferve,  that  the  above  remark  will  give  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  authenticity  of  a performance,  which  is  fubmitted 


* The  two  circumftanccs  here  alluded  to,  are  well  known  fa£ls,  though 
fupprefled  in  the  publifhed  narratives.  M.  de  Bougainville  fpent  fame  time  at 
Juan  Fernandez,  and  completely  refrefhed  his  crew  there,  though  he  wifhes  to 
have  it  underftood,  that  contrary  winds  prevented  his  touching  at  that  ifland. 
Captain  Cook  in  the  Endeavour,  battered  the  Loo-fort  at  Madeira,  in  con- 
junction with  an  Engliih  frigate,  thus  relenting  an  affront  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  Britilh  flag, 
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to  cenfure  and  mutilation,  before  it  is  offered  to  the 
public. 

The  philofophers  of  the  prefent  age,  to  obviate  the  feem- 
ing  contradictions  in  the  accounts  of  different  travellers, 
have  been  at  the  trouble  to  feleCt  certain  authors  in  whom 
they  have  placed  confidence,  and  rejected  as  fabulous  the 
affertions  of  all  the  reft.  Without  being  competent  judges 
of  the  fubjeCl,  they  have  affumed  a few  circumftanccs  as 
faCts ; and  wrefting  even  thofc  to  fuit  their  own  fyftems, 
have  built  a fuperftruClurc  which  plcafes  at  a diftance,  but 
upon  nearer  examination  partakes  of  the  illufivc  nature  of 
a dream.  The  learned,  at  laft  grown  tired  of  being  de- 
ceived by  the  powers  of  rhetoric,  and  by  fophiftical  argu- 
ments, raifed  a general  cry  after  a Ample  collection  of  falls. 
They  had  their  wifli ; faCts  were  collected  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  and  yet  knowledge  was  not  increafed.  They  re- 
ceived a confufed  heap  of  disjointed  limbs,  which  no  art 
could  reunite  into  a whole  j and  the  rage  of  hunting  after 
faCts  foon  rendered  them  incapable  of  forming  and  rcfolv- 
ing  a (ingle  propofaion  ; like  thofe  minute  enquirers,  whofe 
life  is  wholly  fpent  in  the  anatomical  diffeCtion  of  flies, 
from  whence  they  never  draw  a fingle  conclufion  for  the 
ufe  of  mankind,  or  even  of  brutes.  Befides  this,  two  tra- 
vellers feldom  faw  the  fame  objeCt  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
each  reported  the  faCt  differently,  according  to  his  fenfa- 
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tions,  and  his  peculiar  mode  of  thinking.  It  was  there- 
fore neceffary  to  be  acquainted  with  the  obferver,  before 
any  ufe  could  be  made  of  his  obfervations.  The  traveller 
was  no  longer  to  truft  to  chance  for  a variety  of  occur- 
rences, but  to  make  ufe  of  his  firft  difeovery,  as  the  thread 
of  Ariadne,  by  the  help  of  which  he  might  guide  his  fteps 
through  the  labyrinth  of  human  knowledge.  It  was  there- 
fore requifite  that  he  fhould  have  penetration  fufficient  to 
combine  different  faifls,  and  to  form  general  views  from 
thence,  which  might  in  fome  meafure  guide  him  to  new 
difeoveries,  and  point  out  the  proper  objetfls  of  farther  in- 
veftigation.  This  was  the  idea  with  which  I embarked  on 
the  late  voyage  round  the  world,  and  agreeably  to  which 
I have  collected  materials  for  the  prefent  publication,  as  far 
as  the  time,  my  lituation  and  abilities,  would  permit.  I 
have  always  endeavoured  in  this  narrative  to  conned!  the 
ideas  arifing  from  different  occurrences,  in  order,  if  portable,, 
to  throw  more  light  upon  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,, 
and  to  lift  the  foul  into  that  exalted  ftation,  from  whence 
the  extenfive  view  mull  “ juftify  the  ways  of  God  to  man.” 
Whether  I have  fucceeded  or  failed  in  the  attempt,  remains 
to  be  decided  ; but  the  redlitude  of  the  intention  cannor,  I 
truft,  be  mifeonftrued.  I have  fometimes  obeyed  the  pow- 
erful dilates  of  my  heart,  and  given  voice  to  my  feelings  ; 
for,  as  I do  not  pretend  to  be  free  from  the  weaknefles  com- 
mon 
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mon  to  my  fellow- creatures,  it  wits  neceflary  for  cveiy 
reader  to  know  the  colour  of  the  glafs  through  which  I 
looked.  Of  this  at  lead  I am  certain,  that  a gloomy  livid 
tinge  hath  never  clouded  my  fight.  Accuftomed  to  look 
on  all  the  various  tribes  of  men,  as  entitled  to  an  equal 
lharc  of  my  good  will,  and  confcious,  at  the  fame  time,  of 
the  lights  which  I poflefs  in  common  with  every  individual 
among  them,  I have  endeavoured  to  make  my  remarks 
with  a retrofpedt  to  our  general  improvement  and  welfare ; 
and  neither  attachment  nor  averfion  to  particular  nations 
have  influenced  my  praife  or  cenfure. 

The  degree  of  pleafure  which  may  refult  from  the  perufal 
of  a work,  depends  not  only  upon  the  variety  of  the  fubjetft, 
but  liketvife  upon  the  purity  and  the  graces  of  ftylc.  We 
muft  refign  all  pretenfions  to  tafle  and  fentiment,  if  we  did 
not  prefer  a well-told  tale  to  a lame  and  tedious  narration. 
Of  late,  however,  the  juft  efteem  in  which  an  elegant  ditflion. 
is  held,  has  been  fo  far  abufed,  that  authors,  relying  on  the. 
fluency  of  their  language,  have  paid  no  attention  to  the 
matter  which  they  propofed,  but  deceived  the  public  with  a 
dry  and  uninflruftive  performance.  Such  writers  may 
poflibly  acquire  the  approbation  of  fome  individuals, 

“ VVho  haunt  Parnaflus  but  to  pleafe  their  carj1' 

But  I am  convinced  the  generality  of  readers  are  always  juft 
enough  to  overlook,  in  fome  mcafure,  the  defects  of  ftyle,. 
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in  favour  of  the  novelty  or  ufefulnefs  of  the  fubject.  With- 
out attempting  to  be  curioufly  elegant,  1 have  aimed  at  per- 
fpicuity  j and  having  paid  the  drifted  attention  to  this  par- 
ticular, I hope  to  meet  with  indulgence,  if  fome  errors  of 
lefs  moment  have  efcaped  my  notice.  It  was  owing  to  the 
repeated  corrections  of  fome  valuable  friends,  to  which  I 
fubmitted  my  manufeript,  that  I fent  it  late  to  the  prefs ; 
but  from  the  unexampled  activity  of  the  printer,  I am 
enabled  to  lay  my  work  before  the  public  even  fooncr 
than  I cxpcCtcd.  The  Chart,  on  which  our  line  of  circum- 
navigation is  delineated,  has  been  engraved  by  the  abldl 
artift  in  that  branch  *,  and  I condrufted  it  with  the  mod 
minute  attention  from  the  bed  authorities,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  its  margin.  After  fpecifying  the  above  particu- 
lars, of  which  I thought  it  my  duty  to  apprize  the  reader,  it 
only  remains  to  difeharge  a promife  made  in  the  courfe  of  the 
work,  refpeftingan  account  of  the  education  and  equipment 
of  O-Mai  in  this  country  f.  (See  vol.  I.  p.  389.)  In  the  nar- 
row limits  of  a Preface  I can  only  comprehend  in  a few 
lines  the  fubdance  of  what  might  furnifli  an  entertaining 
volume.  O-Mai  has  been  confidered  either  as  remarkably 

♦ Mr.  W.  Whitchurch,  Pleafant-row,  Iflington. 

+ The  native  of  the  Society  Iflandi  brought  over  by  captain  Furncaux  in  the 
Adventure,  and  vulgarly  called  Omiah. 
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flupid,  or  very  intelligent,  according  to  the  different  allow- 
ances which  were  made  by  thofe  who  judged  of  his  abili- 
ties. His  language,  which  is  deftitute  of  every  harfh  confo- 
nant,  and  where  every  word  ends  in  a vowel,  had  fo  little 
exercifcd  his  organs  of  fpeech,  that  they  were  wholly  unfit 
to  pronounce  the  more  complicated  Englifh  founds  ; and 
this  phyfical,  or  rather  habitual  dcfedl,  has  too  often  been 
mifconflrucd.  Upon  his  arrival  in  England,  he  was  im- 
mediately introduced  into  genteel  company,  led  to  the  mofl 
fplcndid  entertainments  of  this  great  and  luxurious  me- 
tropolis, and  prefented  at  court  amidfl  a brilliant  circle  of 
the  firft  nobility.  He  naturally  imitated  that  eafy  and 
elegant  politenefs  which  is  fo  prevalent  in  all  thofe  places, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  ornaments  of  civilized  fociety ; he 
adopted  the  manners,  the  occupations,  and  amufements  of 
his  companions,  and  gave  many  proofs  of  a quick  percep- 
tion and  lively  fancy.  Among  the  inflances  of  his  intel- 
ligence, I need  only  mention  his  knowledge  of  the  game 
of  chefs,  in  which  lie  had  made  an  amazing  proficiency. 
The  multiplicity  of  objeifls  which  crouded  upon  him,  pre- 
vented his  paying  due  attention  to  thofe  particulars  which 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  himfelf  and  to  his  country- 
men at  his  return.  He  was  not  able  to  form  a general 
comprehenfive  view  of  our  whole  civilized  fyflem,  and  to 
abflradl  from  thence  what  appeared  moil  flrikingly  ufcful 
and  applicable  to  the  improvement  of  his  country.  His 
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fcnfcs  were  charmed  by  beauty,  fymmetry,  harmony,  and 
magnificence ; they  called  aloud  for  gratification,  and  he 
was  accultomed  to  obey  their  voice.  The  continued  round 
of  enjoyments  left  him  no  time  to  think  of  his  future  life ; 
and  being  dellitute  of  the  genius  of  Tupaia,  whofc  fuperior 
abilities  would  have  enabled  him  to  form  a plan  for  his 
own  conduift,  his  underftanding  remained  unimproved.  It 
can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  he  never  formed  a wifh  to  ob- 
tain fome  knowledge  of  our  agriculture,  arts,  and  manu- 
factures ; but  no  friendly  Mentor  ever  attempted  to  cherifii 
and  to  gratify  this  wifli,  much  lefs  to  improve  his  moral 
character,  to  teach  him  our  exalted  ideas  of  virtue,  and  the 
fublimc  principles  of  revealed  religion.  After  having  fpent 
near  two  years  in  England,  and  happily  undergone  inoccu- 
lation  for  the  fmall  pox  *,  he  embarked  with  captain  Cook 
in  the  Refolution,  which  failed  from  Plymouth  in  July 
1776.  The  various  feenes  of  debauchery,  which  are  al- 
moil  unavoidable  in  the  civilized  world,  had  not  corrupted 
the  natural  good  qualities  of  his  heart.  At  parting  from 
his  friends  his  tears  flowed  plentifully,  and  his  filence  and 
outward  behaviour  proved  him  deeply  affedted.  He  car- 
ried with  him  an  infinite  variety  of  drefles,  ornaments,  and 
other  trifles,  which  are  daily  invented  in  order  to  fupply  our 


* This  difeafe  proved  fatal  to  Aotouroo,  the  native  of  O-Tahcitcc,  whom  M.  dc 
Bougainville  btought  to  France,  and  who  received  nearly  the  fame  education  as 
O-Mai. 
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artificial  wants.  His  judgment  was  in  its  infant  ftate,  and 
therefore,  like  a child,  he  coveted  almoft  every  thing  he  faw, 
and  particularly  that  which  hadamufed  him  by  fome  unex- 
pected effcCt.  To  gratify  his  childifh  inclinations,  as  it  fliould 
feem,  rather  than  from  any  other  motive,  he  was  indulged 
with  a portable  organ,  an  eleCtrical  machine,  a coat  of  mail, 
and  a fuit  of  armour.  Perhaps  my  readers  expeCt  to  be 
told  of  his  taking  on  board  fome  articles  of  real  ufe  to  his 
country ; I expeCtcd  it  likewife,  but  was  difappointed. 
However,  though  his  country  will  not  receive  a citizen  from 
us  much  improved,  or  fraught  with  valuable  acquifitions, 
which  might  have  made  him  the  benefactor,  and  perhaps 
the  lawgiver  of  his  people,  ftill  I am  happy  to  rcfle<5l,  that 
the  Ihips  which  are  once  more  fent  out  upon  difeovery,  are 
dellined  to  carry  the  harmlcfs  natives  of  Taheitee  a prefent 
of  new  domeftic  animals.  The  introduction  of  black  cattle 
and  (hcep  on  that  fertile  ifland,  will  doubtlefs  increafe  the 
happinefs  of  its  inhabitants  ; and  this  gift  may  hereafter  be 
conducive,  by  many  intermediate  caufes,  to  the  improvement 
of  their  intellectual  faculties.  And  here  1 cannot  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  confidcring  the  fmall  expcncc  at  which  voyages 
of  difeovery  are  carried  on*,  the  nation  which  favours  thefe 
enterprizes  is  amply  repaid  by  the  benefit  derived  to  our 
fellow- creatures.  I cannot  help  thinking  that  our  late  voy- 

* The  whole  expencc  of  the  voyage  in  which  I embarked  did  not  cxccccd  the 
fum  of  25000/.  including  all  extraordinary  dilburfcmcnts* 
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age  would  refleft  immortal  honour  on  our  employers,  if  it 
had  no  other  merit  than  Rocking  Taheitee  with  goats,  the 
Friendly  Ifles  and  New  Hebrides  with  dogs,  and  New  Zee- 
land  and  New  Caledonia  with  hogs.  It  is  therefore  An- 
cerely  to  be  wifhed,  that  voyages  Of  difeovery,  upon  a dif- 
interefled  plan,  may  dill  be  profecuted  with  vigour,  as  much 
remains  to  be  done,  even  in  the  South  Sea  ; unlefs  it  fhould 
be  in  the  power  of  illiberal  men  to  defeat  the  great  and 
generous  views  of  a monarch,  who  is  juftly  called  the  pa- 
tron of  fcience.  A Angle  remark,  which  may  be  of  exten- 
five  ufe  to  pofterity  ; a Angle  circumftance,  which  may  make 
happy  our  fellow- creatures  in  thofe  remote  parts  of  the 
. world,  repays  the  toils  of  the  navigation,  and  bellows 
that  great  reward,  the  confcioufncfs  of  good  and  noble 
actions. 


London, 
March  i,  1777. 


C.  FORSTER. 
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BOOK  I. 

CHAP.  I. 

Departure— Pajfage  from  Plymouth  to  Madeira — Defcripticn  of 
that  I/land. 

Ubi  animus  cx  multis  miferiis  atque  periculis  requicYit,— ftatui  res  geftas— per- 
feribere  ; tamen  (h$c)  imprimis  arduum  videtur,— quia  plcriquc,  quae  dcli&a 
reprehenderis,  malivolentia  et  invidia  putant  ; ubi  de  magna  virtute  et  gloria 
bonorum  memorcs,  quse  fibi  quifque  facilia  fa&u  putat,  cquo  animo  accipit  j 
fopra  ea,  vcluti  fi£la,  pro  falfis  ducit.  Sallust.- 

A VOYAGE  to  explore  the  high  fouthern  latitudes  of 
our  globe  was  refolved  upon,  foon  after  the  return 
of  the  Endeavour  in  1771.  Two  flout  veflels,  the  Refolu- 
lion  and  the  Ahenturc,  were  fitted  as  King’s  Hoops  for  that 
purpofe,  and  the  command  of  them  given  to  Capt.  James 
Cook  and  Capt.  Tobi  as  Furneaux.  On  the  itthofjune, 
1772,  my  father  and  myfclf  were  appointed  to  embark  in 
this  expedition,  in  order  to  collett,  deferibe,  and  draw 
Vox..  I.  B the 
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the  objects  of  natural  hiftory  which  we  might  expert  to 
meet  with  during  our  courfc.  We  prepared  with  the  ut- 
moft  alacrity  for  this  arduous  undertaking,  and  in  the 
fpace  of  nine  days  fent  all  our  baggage  on  board  the  Re- 
folution,  then  at  Shecrnefs,  but  which  failed  from  thence 
for  Plymouth  on  the  aad  of  June. 

We  left  London  on  the  26th,  and  in  two  Days  reached 
Plymouth,  where  the  Refolution  was  not  yet  arrived.  The 
ill  of  July,  we  went  on  board  the  Augujla  Yacht,  and  waited 
on  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  then  Firft  Lord  Commiffioner  for 
executing  the  office  of  High  Admiral.  His  Lordfhip  ex- 
pecting the  Refolution  to  come  into  Plymouth  Sound  that 
day,  deftred  us  to  be  on  board  of  her,  between  the  hours 
of  five  and  fix  in  the  evening.  However,  to  our  great 
difappointment,  (he  did  not  appear,  and  his  Lordfhip  left 
Plymouth  the  next  morning. 

The  3d  of  July  early,  we  faw  the  Refolution  lying  in 
the  Sound,  where  fhe  had  arrived  the  night  before.  Captain 
Cook  purpofed  to  flay  here  eight  or  ten  days,  and  gave 
orders,  that  fome  neceflary  fhelves  fhould  be  fixed  up  in 
our  cabins  previous  to  our  reception  on  board.  The  defirc 
of  letting  pafs  no  opportunity  for  the  improvement  of 
fcience,  and  for  our  own  inftruftion,  prompted  us  to  pafs 
thefe  leifure  hours  in  viftting  the  tin  mines  in  Cornwall. 
Having  fatisfied  our  curiofity,  and  being  both  highly  en- 
tertained and  much  inftruCted  by  the  fight  of  the  rich  cx- 
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tenfivc  works  ac  Poldyce  and  Kenwyn,  we  returned  to  Ply- 
mouth on  the  8th  of  July. 

On  Saturday  the  i tth,  we  went  on  board  the  Refolution 
Hoop,  which  was  now  to  fail  with  the  firtt  fair  wind.  The 
next  day  it  blew  a frefli  gale;  and  my  father,  walking  on 
the  quarter-deck,  obferved  our  vefiel  to  alter  her  pofition 
conliderably  in  regard  to  the  Adventure  (which  was  to  ac- 
company us  on  our  voyage)  and  to  a maft-fhip,  both  at 
anchor  in  the  Sound ; at  the  fame  time  taking  notice  that 
Ihe  approached  the  rocks  under  the  cattle.  He  immediate- 
ly communicated  his  apprehenlions  to  Mr.  Gilbert,  the 
matter,  who  happened  to  be  upon  deck  with  him.  The 
matter  fonnd,  that  the  veflel  having  been  moored  to  one  of 
the  tranfport  buoys  in  the  Sound,  the  buoy,  not  intended 
to  fupport  fuch  a violent  drain,  had  broke  from  its 
ground  tackle,  and  was  adrift  together  with  the  floop.  In 
an  inftant  all  hands  were  on  deck,  the  fails  fpread,  and 
the  cables  cleared.  We  Ihot  part  the  Adventure  and  matt- 
fliip,  and  came  to  an  anchor,  after  efcaping  the  mod 
imminent  danger  of  being  dalhed  againtt  the  rocks  under 
the  fort.  Our  icamen  looked  upon  this  fortunate  event, 
as  an  omen  favourable  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage,  while 
we  could  not  avoid  reflettting  on  the  tutelar  guc' 
divine  Providence,  which  had  thus  manifette  ' . 

a critical  moment,  that  might  eafily  have  put  aa  t.;:  1 
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flop  to  our  projclts  *.  We  (hall,  in  the  courfe  of  this? 
hiftory,  find  frequent  infiances  of  impending  deftrudtion, 
where  all  human  help  would  have  been  incffcttual,  if  our 
better  fortune  had  not  prevailed  under  the  fuperior  direction 
of  him,  without  whofe  knowledge  not  a finglc  hair  falls 
from  our  heads.  Wc  are  ever  ready  to  give  due  applaufc 
and  do  full  juftice  to  the  great  {kill  and  good  conduit  of 
our  able  circumnavigators,  but  we  cannot  avoid  attribut- 
ing every  thing  to  its  proper  fourcc,  and  that  efpecially  to 
a higher  power,  which  human  art,  though  aided  by  ef- 
frontery and  irreligion,  dares  not  vindicate  to  itfclf. 

Early  on  Monday  the  i 3 th,  we  fet  fail  from  Plymouth 
Sound,  in  company  with  the  Adventure.  I turned  a part- 
ing look  on  the  fertile  hills  of  England,  and  gave  way  to 
the  natural  emotions  of  affcltion  which  that  profpelb 
awakened ; till  the  beauty  of  the  morning,  and  the  no- 
velty of  gliding  through  the  fmooih  water  attracted  my 
attention,  and  difperfed  the  gloomincfs  of  former  ideas, 
We  foon  paffed  by  Eddijlane  lighthoufe,  a lofty  and  well- 
contrived  tower,  which  is  of  the  greateft  advantage  to  na- 
vigation and  commerce.  It  was  impoflible  to  look  at  it, 
without  fhuddering  with  apprehenfions  for  the  lonely 

* That  it  Is  not  uncommon  for  (hips,  under  the  fame  circumftances  as  the 
Resolution  (loop,  to  take  confiderablc  damage,  appears  from  what  happened  to  the 
Aldborough,  May  19,  1776,  which  broke  from  the  buoys  in  the  fame  manner, 
but  drove  afhorc  on  Drake’s  ifland,  and  was  bulged  to  pieces. 
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Keepers,  who  are  often  obliged  to  pafs  three  months  there, 
deprived  of  all  communication  with  the  main-land.  The 
fate  of  Ulnjianky,  who  was  really  cruthcd  by  the  downfall 
of  a former  ftnnflure,  which  he  himfelf  had  built  on  this 
rock,  and  the  vibrations  of  the  prefent  tower,  when  winds 
and  waves  aflail  it,  muft  give  them  flrong  fears  of  a dread- 
ful and  fuddcn  end. 

In  proportion  as  we  flood  off*  fhore,  the  wind  cncreafed, 
the  billows  rofe  higher,  and  the  vellel  rolled  violently  from 
fide  to  fide.  Thofe  who  were  not  ufed  to  the  fea,  nay 
fome  of  the  oldeft  mariners,  were  affeifled  by  the  fea-fick- 
nefs,  in  various  degrees  of  violence.  It  was  of  different 
duration  with  different  perfons,  and  after  it  had  continued 
three  days  amongft  us,  we  found  the  greateft  relief  from 
red  port  wine  mulled,  with  fpices  and  fugar. 

On  the  20th,  we  fell  in  with  Cape  Ortega!,  on  the  coaft 
of  Gallida  in  Spain  \ the  natives  call  it  Ortiguera,  and  it 
was  probably  the  Promonlorium  TrUeucum  of  the  ancients. 
The  country  hereabouts  is  hilly  ; where  the  naked  rock  ap-, 
pears  it  is  white,  and  the  tops  of  the  mountains  are  covered 
with  wood.  I alfo  obferved  fome  corn-fields  almofl  ripe,  and 
fome  fpots  which  feemed  to  be  covered  with  heath.  The 
cagerncfs  with  which  every  body  gazed  at  this  land,  power- 
fully perfuaded  me,  that  mankind  were  not  meant  to  be 
amphibious  animals,  and  that  of  courfe  our  prefent  fitua- 
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lion  was  an  unnatural  one ; an  idea  that  feems  to  have 
occurred  to  Horace,  when  he  fays, 

Necquicquam  Dcus  abfcidit 
Fiudens  occano  diflbciabili 
Terras  ; ft  tamen  irnpi* 

Non  Ungenda  rates  tranfiliunt  vada.  Holt, 

• 

In  vain  did  Nature’s  wife  command 
Divide  the  waters  from  the  land. 

If  daring  {hips  and  men  profane, 

Invade  th’  inviolable  main.  Drtdim. 

On  the  2 ad,  we  faw  the  lighthoufe  near  Corurma,  or,  as 
our  failors  abfurdly  call  it,  the  Groyn.  It  was  perfectly 
calm,  the  water  fmooth  as  a mirror,  and  the  hilly  pro- 
fpedt  very  agreeably  varied  by  corn-fields,  inclofures,  fmall 
hamlets,  and  gentlemen’s  feats,  every  thing  confpiring  to 
banifli  the  remains  of  the  fea-ficknefs  entirely  from 
amongft  us,  and  to  bring  back  that  chearfulnefs  which 
could  not  well  keep  company  with  empty  (lomachs  and  a 
tempeftuous  fea.  In  the  evening  we  were  near  a fmall 
tartan,  which  we  took  to  be  a fi filing  veflel  from  the 
Spanifli  coaft  j and  in  that  perfuafion,  a boat  was  hoifted 
out  and  fent  towards  her,  in  order,  if  pofliblc,  to  purchafe 
fome  frelh  fifli.  In  going  thither  we  obferved  the  whole 
furface  of  the  fca  every  where  covered  with  myriads  of 
little  crabs,  not  above  an  inch  in  diameter,  which  we 
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found  were  of  the  fpecies  called  cancer  depurator  by  Lin- 
naeus. The  little  vellel  proved  to  be  a French  tartan 
from  Marfeilles,  of  about  i oo  tons  burden,  freighted 
with  flour  for  Ferro!  and  Corunna.  The  people  in  her 
begged  for  a fmall  fupply  of  frcfli  water,  having  been 
driven  far  from  their  courfe  by  contrary  winds  during 
two  months,  by  which  means  this  neceflary  article  had 
been  exhaufted  above  a fortnight  ago,  and  they  were  re- 
duced to  live  upon  bread  and  a little  wine.  Whilft  they 
continued  in  this  diftrefsful  fituation,  they  had  met  with 
fcveral  fhips  at  fea,  and  efpecially  with  feveral  Spanifli 
men  of  war,  though  none  had  been  humane  enough  to 
alleviate  their  fuflferings.  When  the  officer  who  com- 
manded our  boat  heard  this  account,  he  fent  their  empty 
barrels  on  board  our  veflel  to  be  filled  with  frefh  water, 
and  their  eyes  fparkled  with  the  livelieft  exprdfion  of  joy 
when  they  received  it.  They  thanked  Heaven  and  us, 
and  rejoiced  that  they  fliould  now  be  able  to  light  their 
fire  again,  and  be  comforted  with  fome  boiled  provifion6, 
after  their  long  abftinence.  So  true  is  it,  that  a man  with 
a feeling  humane  heart,  may  often,  at  a very  cheap  rate, 
indulge  the  inclination  to  aflift  his  fellow-creatures. 

The  next  afternoon,  three  Spanifh  men  of  war  pafled 
us,  (landing  in  for  Ferro!.  One  of  them  feemed  to  be  a 
74  gun  (hip,  and  the  two  others  carried  about  60  guns 
each.  The  fternmoft  firft  hoifted  Englifli  colours,  but 
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when  we  flicwcd  ours,  the  hauled  them  down,  fired  a gun 
to  leeward,  and  hoiftcd  the  Spanifh  enfign.  Soon  after  flie 
fired  a (hot  at  the  Adventure  j but  as  we  kept  Handing  on, 
the  Spaniard  put  about,  and  fired  another  (hot  juft  a-head 
of  her.  In  confequcnce  of  this,  our  veflel  brought  to,  and 
the  Adventure  now  feemed  only  to  follow  cur  example.  The 
Spaniard  then  hailed  the  Adventure  in  Englifli,  and  alkcd 
“ what  frigate  that  was  a-hcad,”  (meaning  our  Hoop)  ; and 
having  been  fatisfied  in  that  particular,  he  would  not  an- 
fwer  a queftion  of  the  fame  nature,  which  was  put  to  him, 
but  always  replied,  “ I i vi/b  you  a good  voyage."  We  conti- 
nued our  courfe,  after  a fccne  fo  humiliating  to  the  mafters 
of  the  fea,  and  pafled  Cape  Ftnijlerre  during  night. 

Several  porpefies  pafled  us  on  the  ayth,  all  fwimming 
againft  the  wind,  which  had  been  north-eafterly  ever  fince 
we  had  left  Cape  Finifterrc.  At  night  the  fea  appeared 
luminous,  particularly  the  tops  of  the  waves  and  part  of 
the  (hip's  wake,  which  were  illuminated  by  a mafs  of 
pure  light : but,  independent  of  that,  there  appeared  nu- 
merous little  fparks  infinitely  brighter  than  any  other  part 
of  this  pha:nomenon. 

On  the  28  th,  at  fix  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  we 
difeovered  Porto-Santo,  which  is  about  five  or  fix  leagues 
long,  barren  and  thinly  inhabited.  It  has  only  one  Villa 
or  town,  of  the  fame  name,  fituated  on  the  caftern  fide, 
in  a valley  which  is  entirely  cultivated,  and  appeared  to 
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have  a fine  verdure  from  the  numerous  vineyards  it  con-  j'JJi'. 
tains.  This  little  ifland  is  under  the  orders  of  the  gover- 
nor of  Madeira,  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  amounts 
to  about  feven  hundred. 

Soon  after  we  made  Madeira  and  the  Ilhas  Desf.rtas, 
corruptly  called  the  Defcrters  by  our  fcamen.  The  town  of 
Santa  Cruz  in  Madeira  was  abreafl  of  us  at  fix  in  the  after- 
noon. The  mountains  are  here  interfe&ed  by  numerous 
deep  glens  and  vallies.  On  the  doping  ground  we  ob- 
ferved  feveral  country-houfes  plcafantly  fituated  amidft 
furrounding  vineyards  and  lofty  cypreffes,  which  give  the 
country  altogether  a romantic  appearance.  We  were 
towed  to  the  road  of  Funchal  in  a perfect  calm,  and  came 
to  an' anchor  in  the  dark. 

Early  on  the  29th,  we  were  agreeably  furprifed  with  WtdneWjyi*. 
the  piifturefque  appearance  of  the  city  of  Funchal,  which 
is  built  round  the  bay,  on  the  gentle  afeent  of  the  firft 
hills,  in  form  of  an  amphitheatre.  All  its  public  and  pri- 
vate buildings  are  by  this  means  fet  off  to  advantage. 

They  are  in  general  entirely  white,  many  of  rhem  two 
flories  high,  and  covered  with  low  roofs,  from  whence 
they  derive  that  elegant  caftcrn  flile,  and  that  iimplicity,  of 
which  our  narrow  buildings  with  fteep  roofs,  and  numer- 
ous Racks  of  chimnics  arc  utterly  deftitute.  On  the  fca 
fide  arc  feveral  batteries  and  platforms  with  cannon.  An 
old  callle,  which  commands  the  road,  is  fituated  on  the 
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top  of  a flccp  black  rock,  furrounded  by  the  fea  at  high- 
water,  and  called  by  the  Englifh  Loo-rock.  On  a neigh- 
bouring eminence  above  the  town  there  is  another,  called 
Sjn  Joao  do  Pico,  or  St.  John’s  caftle.  The  hills  beyond  the 
town  ferve  to  complete  the  beauty  of  the  landfcapc,  being 
covered  with  vineyards,  inclofures,  plantations,  and  groves, 
interfperfed  with  country-houfes  and  fevcral  churches. 
The  whole  feemed  to  raife  the  idea  of  a fairy-garden,  and 
enabled  us  to  form  fome  conception  of  the  hanging  gar- 
dens of  queen  Semiramis. 

About  feven  o’clock  a boat  came  off  to  us  called  the 
Pratique-boat , having  on  board  a Capitan  do  Sal,  who  is  one 
of  the  two  Guarda-Mores  of  the  board  of  health,  appointed 
to  regulate  the  quarantine  of  fuch  (hips  as  come  from  the 
coaft  of  Barbary,  the  Arches,  and  other  parts  fufpedted  of 
infedtious  diftempers.  This  gentleman  enquired  into  the 
Rate  of  health  of  our  {hip’s  company,  and  the  place  we  came 
from,  and  returned  on  fliore  with  fatisfadtory  information 
on  this  fubjedt. 

After  breakfaft  we  landed,  and  went  with  the  captains 
to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Loughnan,  a Britifh  merchant,  who 
fupplied  the  king’s  {hips,  as  contractor,  with  all  the  ne- 
ceffaries.  The  conful,  Mr.  Murray,  lately  appointed,  was 
not  yet  arrived,  but  Mr.  Loughnan  received  us  with  fuch 
hofpitality  and  elegance,  as  do  honour  to  liimfelf  and  to 
the  nation  in  general. 

The 
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The  city  is  far  from  anfwcring  the  expectations  which  JJJV. 
may  be  formed  from  its  appearance  towards  the  road.  Its 
Rreets  are  narrow,  ill-paved,  and  dirty ; the  houfes  are 
built  of  frecftone,  or  of  brick,  but  they  are  dark,  and  only 
a few  of  the  bell,  belonging  to  Englilh  merchants  or  prin- 
cipal inhabitants,  are  provided  with  glafs-windows ; all 
the  others  have  a kind  of  lattice  work  in  their  Head, 
which  hangs  on  hinges  and  may  be  lifted  up  occalionally. 

The  ground  floors  are  moftly  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of 
fervants,  for  fhops,  and  flore-houfes. 

The  churches  and  monaflerics  are  very  plain  buildings, 
without  any  difplay  of  the  architectonic  art : their  inlide 
exhibits  a ftriking  want  of  tafte  ; the  little  light  which  i® 
admitted  into  them,  ferving  only  to  difplay  heaps  of  t.ufcl 
ornaments,  arranged  in  a manner  which  is  trucly  Gothic. 

The  convent  of  Francifcan  friars  is  clean  and  fpaciou?,  but 
their  gardens  feemed  not  to  be  kept  in  the  beft  order. 

The  nuns  of  Santa  Clara  politely  received  us  at  their  grate, 
but  afterwards  deputed  fome  old  women,  to  offer  the  arti- 
ficial flowers  of  their  manufacture  for  falc. 

We  walked  with  Mr.  Loughnan  to  his  country-feat, 
which  is  fituated  on  the  hills,  about  a mile  from  the  city. 

We  there  met  an  agreeable  company  of  the  principal  Iiriiifh 
merchants  cilablifhcd  at  Madeira.  The  captains  return- 
ed on  board  in  the  evening,  but  we  accepted  of  Mr.  Lough- 
nan s obliging  offer  of  his  houfe  during  our  fhort  flay. 

C 2 Out- 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 2 

177*' 

JVLT. 

Friday  |t. 


August* 
Saturday  I. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


Our  cxcurfions  began  the  next  morning,  and  were  con- 
tinued on  the  following  day.  At  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning  we  went  upwards  along  the  courfc  of  a dream, 
to  the  interior  hilly  part  of  the  country.  About  one 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  a chefnut  grove,  fome- 
what  below  the  highefl  fummit  of  the  ifland,  having 
walked  about  fix  miles  from  Mr.  Loughnan’s  houfe.  The 
air  wa9  here  remarkably  cooler  than  below,  and  a fine 
breeze  contributed  to  its  temperature.  We  now  engaged 
a negro  to  become  our  condutflor,  and  after  a walk  of  at 
leaft  an  hour  and  a half,  we  returned  to  our  hofpitablc 
manfion. 

The  next  day  we  prepared  for  our  departure.  It  was 
with  regret  that  I left  this  delightful  fpot,  and  fuch 
generous  friends,  who  know  how  to  enjoy  the  unfpeak- 
able  plcafure  of  communicating  happinefs  to  their  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  world.  My  heart  ftill  preferves  thofe  fen- 
timents  of  gratitude  and  cftecra,  which  made  m*  loth  to 
part  from  hence,  and  to  refign  myfelf  to  the  common 
fate  of  travellers.  I was  however,  pleafed  to  find  Britiflx 
hofpitality  cxilling  alroad,  which  Smollct  could  no  longer 
trace  in  England  *. 

Before  I leave  this  ifland,  I fhall  offer  fuch  remarks, 
as  I had  an  opportunity  of  colletfling  during  my  flay ; 
and  I am  induced  to  believe  they  will  prove  acceptable, 


• Yfide  Humphry  Clinker,  vol.  I.  page  101. 
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as  they  were  communicated  by  fenfible  Englilhmen,  who 
had  been  inhabitants  of  Madeira  for  many  years,  and 
are  therefore  of  the  beft  authority.  I am  aware  indeed, 
that  an  account  of  Madeira  may  by  fome  be  looked  upon 
as  a fuperfluous  work  } but  if,  upon  a candid  perufal, 
it  is  found  to  contain  fuch  obfervations  as  have  not 
yet  appeared  in  the  numerous  journals  of  navigators, 

1 hope  I fliall  not  need  a farther  apology.  It  is  very 
natural  to  overlook  that  which  is  near  home,  and  as 
it  were  within  our  reach,  efpecially  when  the  mind  looks 
forward,  on  difeoveries  which  it  reckons  more  important, 
in  proportion  as  they  are  more  remote. 

The  ifland  of  Madeira  is  about  s S Englifh  miles  long, 
and  ten  miles  broad,  and  was  firft  difeovered  on  the  ad 
of  July,  in  the  year  1419,  by  Jo, 10  Gonzales  Zarco , there 
being  no  hiftorical  foundation  for  the  fabulous  report 
of  its  difeovery  by  one  Mccbin  an  Englifliman.  It  is  di- 
vided into  two  capitanias,  named  Funcbal  and  Maxico,  from 
the  towns  of  thofe  names.  The  former  contains  two  ju- 
dicatures, viz.  Funcbal  and  Calbetta,  the  latter  being  a town 
with  the  title  of  a county,  belonging  to  the  family  of  CafteUo 
Melbor.  The  fecond  capitania  likewife  comprehends  two 
judicatures,  viz.  Mexico  (read  Malhico)  and  San  Vicente. 

Funcbal  is  the  only  cidade  or  city  in  this  ifland,  which 
has  alfo  feven  villas  or  towns ; of  which  there  are  four, 
Calbetta,  Camara  dc  Loins,  Ribiera  braba,  and  Ponta  de  Sal  in  the 
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capitania  of  Funchal,  which  is  divided  into  twenty-fix 
pariflics.  The  other  three  are  in  the  capitania  of  Maxico, 
which  confift  of  feventecn  pariflics  ; thefc  towns  are  called 
Maxico,  San  Ficenle,  and  Santa  Cruz. 

The  governor  is  at  the  head  of  all  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary departments  of  this  ifland,  of  Porto  Santo,  the  Salvages, 
and  the  Ilbas  Defertas , which  laft  only  contain  the  tem- 
porary huts  of  fome  filhermen,  who  refort  thither  in 
purfuit  of  their  bufinefs.  At  the  time  when  I was  at 
Madeira,  the  governor  was  D.n  Joao  Antonio  de  Saa  Pereira. 
He  was  efleemcd  a man  of  good  fenfe  and  temper,  but 
lather  referved  and  cautious. 

The  law  department  is  under  the  corrcgidor,  who  is 
appointed  by  the  king  of  Portugal,  commonly  fent  from 
I.ilbon,  and  holds  his  place  during  the  king’s  pleafurc. 
All  caufcs  come  to  him  from  inferior  courts  by  appeal. 
Each  judicature  has  a fenate,  and  a Juiz  or  judge,  whom 
they  choofe,  prefides  over  them.  At  Funcbal  he  is  called, 
y uiz  da  Fora,  and  in  the  abfencc,  or  after  the  death  of  the 
corrcgidor,  arts  as  his  deputy.  The  foreign  merchants 
elect  their  own  judge,  called  the  Providor,  who  is  at  the 
fame  time,  collettor  of  the  king’s  cufloms  and  revenues, 
which  amount  in  all  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  flcrling.  Far  the  greatefl:  part  of  this 
fum  is  applied  towards  the  falarics  of  civil  and  military 
oflicers,  the  pay  of  troops,  and  the  maintenance  of  public 
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buildings.  This  revenue  arifcs,  firft  from  the  tenth  of  all 
the  produce  of  this  iiland  belonging  to  the  king,  by 
virtue  of  his  office  as  grand  matter  of  the  order  of  Chrift  ; 
fecondly,  from  ten  per  cent,  duties  laid  on  all  imports, 
provifions  excepted  ; and  laftly,  from  the  eleven  per  cent, 
charged  on  all  exports. 

The  iiland  has  but  one  company  of  regular  foldicrs  of 
a hundred  men  : the  reft  of  the  military  force  is  a militia 
confifting  of  three  thoufand  men,  divided  into  companies, 
each  commanded  by  a captain,  who  has  one  lieutenant 
under  him,  and  one  enfign.  There  is  no  pay  given  to 
either  the  private  men,  or  the  officers  of  this  militia,  and 
yet  their  places  arc  much  fought  after,  on  account  of 
the  rank  which  they  communicate.  Thefe  troops  are 
embodied  once  a year,  and  exercifed  during  one  month. 
All  the  military  arc  commanded  by  the  Serjtanlt  Mir.  The 
governor  has  two  Capitants  de  Sal  about  him,  who  do  duty 
as  aides-de-camp. 

The  fccular  priefts  on  the  iiland  are  about  twelve  hundred, 
many  of  whom  are  employed  as  private  tutors.  Since  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Jefuits,  no  regular  public  fchool  is  to  be  found 
here,  unlefs  we  except  a feminary  where  a prieft,  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  inftrufts  and  educates  ten  ftudents  at 
the  king’s  expence.  Thefe  wear  a red  cloak  over  the 
ufual  black  gown,  worn  by  ordinary  ftudents.  All  thofc 
who  intend  to  go  into  orders,  are  obliged  to  qualify 
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thcmfelves  by  ftudying  in  the  univerfity  of  Coimbra,  lately 
re-eftabliflted  in  Portugal.  There  is  alfo  a dean  and  chapter 
at  Madeira,  with  a bifltop  at  their  head,  whofc  income 
is  confiderably  greater  than  the  governor's ; it  confifls  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  pipes  of  wine,  and  of  forty  muxs 
of  wheat,  each  containing  twenty- four  bulhels ; which 
amounts  in  common  years  to  three  thoufand  pounds 
Acrling.  Here  are  likewife  fixty  or  feventy  Francifcan 
friars,  in  four  monafteries,  one  of  which  is  at  Funchal. 
About  three  hundred  nuns  live  on  the  ifland,  in  four  con- 
vents, of  the  orders  of  Merci,  Sta.  Clara,  Incamafao,  and 
Bom  Jefus.  Thofe  of  the  laft-mcntioned  inftitution  may 
marry  whenever  they  ehoofc,  and  leave  their  monaftcry. 

In  the  year  1768,  the  inhabitants  living  in  the  forty- 
three  parifhes  of  Madeira,  amounted  to  63,913,  of  whom  * 
there  were  31,341  males,  and  32,372  females.  But  in 
that  year  3243  perfons  died,  and  no  more  than  2198 
children  were  born  j fo  that  the  number  of  the  dead  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  born  by  3043.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  fomc  epidemical  diftemper  carried  olT  fo  difpropor- 
tionate  a number  in  that  year,  as  the  ifland  would  fltortlybe 
entirely  depopulated,  if  the  mortality  were  always  equal  to 
this.  Another  circuniftance  concurs  to  ftrengthen  this  fup- 
pofition,  namely,  the  excellence  of  the  climate.  The  wea- 
ther is  in  general  mild  and  temperate : In  fummer  the 
heat  is  very  moderate  on  the  higher  parts  of  the  ifland, 

whither 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


17 


whither  the  better  fort  of  people  retire  for  that  feafon  ; 
and  in  winter  the  fnow  remains  there  for  feveral  days, 
whilft  it  is  never  known  to  continue  above  a day  or 
two  in  the  lower  parts.  The  accuracy  of  the  numbers  of 
dead  and  born,  may  however  be  entirely  depended  upon, 
as  a complete  lift  extracted  from  the  parifli  books  was 
procured  for  us,  from  the  governor’s  fecretary. 

The  common  people  of  this  ifland  are  of  a tawny 
colour,  and  well  fhaped,  though  they  have  large  feet, 
owing  perhaps  to  the  efforts  they  are  obliged  to  make  in 
climbing  the  craggy  paths  of  this  mountainous  country. 
Their  faces  arc  oblong,  their  eyes  dark ; their  black  hair 
naturally  falls  in  ringlets,  and  begins  to  crifp  in  fomc 
individuals,  which  may  perhaps  be  owing  to  intermar- 
riages with  negroes  •,  in  general  they  are  hard  featured, 
but  not  difagreeable.  Their  women  are  too  frequently 
ill-favoured,  and  want  the  florid  complexion,  which, 
when  united  to  a plcaflng  afiemblage  of  regular  features, 
gives  our  Northern  fair  ones  the  fuperiority  over  all  their 
fex.  They  are  fmall,  have  prominent  cheek-bones,  large 
feet,  an  ungraceful  gait,  and  the  colour  of  the  darkeft 
Irunitte.  The  juft  proportions  of  their  body,  the  fine 
form  of  their  hands,  and  their  large,  lively  eyes,  feem 
in  fomc  mcafure  to  compenfate  for  thofe  defects.  The 
labouring  men  in  fummer,  wear  linen  trowfers,  a coarfc 
ftiirt,  a large  hat,  and  boots ; fome  had  a fliort  jacket 
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made  of  doth,  and  a long  cloak,  which  they  fometimes 
carried  over  their  arm.  The  women  wear  a petticoat, 
and  a fhort  corfelet  or  jacket,  dofely  fitting  their  fhape, 
which  is  a Ample,  and  often  not  inelegant  drefs.  They 
have  alfo  a fliort,  but  wide  cloak,  and  thofe  that  arc 
unmarried,  tie  their  hair  on  the  crown  of  their  head,  on 
which  they  wear  no  covering. 

The  country  people  arc  exceeding  fober  and  frugal; 
their  diet  in  general  confiding  of  bread  and  onions,  or 
other  roots,  and  little  animal  food.  However,  they  avoid 
eating  tripe,  or  any  offals,  bccaufe  it  is  proverbially  faid 
of  a very  poor  man,  “ be  is  reduced  to  eat  tripe.''  Their  com- 
mon drink  is  water,  or  an  infulion  on  the  remaining  rind 
or  fkin  of  the  grape  (after  it  has  paffed  through  the  winc- 
prefs)  which  when  fermented,  acquires  fome  tartnefs  and 
acidity,  but  cannot  be  kept  very  long.  The  wine  for 
which  the  ifland  is  fo  famous,  and  which  their  own  hands 
prepare,  feldotrt  if  ever  regales  them. 

Their  principal  occupation  is  the  planting  and  raiftng 
of  vines,  but  as  that  branch  of  agriculture  requires  little 
attendance  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  year,  they 
naturally  incline  to  idlencfs.  The  warmth  of  the  climate, 
which  renders  great  provifion  againft  the  inclemencies 
of  weather  unncccffary,  and  the  eafe  with  which  the 
cravings  of  appetite  are  fatisfied,  muff  tend  to  indolence, 
wherever  the  regulations  of  the  lcgiflature  do  not  coun- 
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teraft  it,  by  endeavouring  with  the  profpctt  of  cncrcaCng 
happinefs,  to  infufe  the  fpirit  of  induftry.  It  feems  the 
Portuguefe  government  does  not  purfuc  the  proper 
methods  againft  this  dangerous  lethargy  of  the  Rate. 
They  have  lately  ordered  the  plantation  of  olive-trees  here, 
on  fuch  fpots  as  are  too  dry  and  barren  to  bear  vines  } 
but  they  have  not  thought  of  giving  temporary  afMance 
to  the  labourers,  and  have  offered  no  premium  by  which 
thefe  might  be  induced  to  conquer  their  reluctance  to 
innovations,  and  averfion  to  labour. 

The  vineyards  are  held  only  on  an  annual  tenure,  and 
the  farmer  reaps  but  four  tenths  of  the  produce,  Cnee 
four  other  tenths  are  paid  in  kind  to  the  owner  of  the 
land,  one  tenth  to  the  king,  and  one  to  the  clergy.  Such 
fmall  proCts,  joined  to  tire  thought  of  toiling  merely  for 
the  advantage  of  others,  if  improvements  were  attempted, 
entirely  preclude  the  hopes  of  a . future  increafc.  Op- 
preffed  as  tliey  are,  they  have  however  preferved  a high 
degree  of  chearfulncfs,  and  contentment}  their  labours 
are  commonly  alleviated  with  fongs,  and  in  the  evening 
they  affemble  from  different  cottages,  to  dance  to  the 
drowfy  muCc  of  a guittar. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  towns  are  more  ill-favoured 
than  the  country  people,  and  often  pale  and  lean.  The 
men  wear  French  cloaths,  commonly  black,  which  do  not 
feem  to  fit  them,  and  have  been  in  falhion  in  the  polite 
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world  about  half  a century  ago.  Their  ladies  are  deli- 
cate, and  have  agreeable  features  ; but  the  charafteriftic 
jealoufy  of  the  men  Hill  locks  them  up,  and  deprives  them 
of  a happinefs  which  the  country  women,  amidft  all  their 
diftrefles,  enjoy.  Many  of  the  better  people,  are  a fort  of 
f :;ite  noblejje,  which  we  would  call  gentry,  whofe  genealogical 
pride  makes  them  unfociable  and  ignorant,  and  caufes  a 
ridiculous  aficftation  of  gravity.  The  landed  property  is 
in  the  hands  of  a few  ancient  families,  who  live  at  Funchal, 
and  in  the  various  towns  on  the  ifland. 

Madeira  confifts  of  one  large  mountain,  whofe  branches 
rife  every  where  from  the  fea  towards  the  centre  of  the- 
ifle,  converging  to  the  fummit,  in  the  midft  of  which,  I 
was  told,  is  a depreflion  or  excavation,  called  the  Val  by 
the  inhabitants,  always  covered  with  a frefli  and  delicate 
herbage.  The  ftones  on  the  ifle,  which  we  examined, 
feemed  to  have  been  in  the  fire,  were  full  of  holes,  and  of 
a blackilh  colour;  in  fliort,  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
lava.  A few  of  them  were  of  the  kind  which  the  Derby- 
fhirc  miners  call  dunflone.  The  foil  of  the  whole  ifland 
is  a tarns  mixed  with  fome  particles  of  clay,  lime, 
and  fand,  and  has  much  the  fame  appearance  as  fome 
earths  we  fince  found  on  the  ifle  of  Afcenfion.  From  this 
circumftance,  and  from  the  excavation  of  the  fummit  of 
the  mountain,  I am  induced  to  fuppofe,  that  in  fome  re- 
mote period,  a volcano  has  produced  the  lava,  and  the 

ochreous 


Dkjitized-by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


ochreous  panicles,  and  that  the  Val  was  formerly  its 
crater.  At  firft  fight  of  Madeira  I was  of  a different  opini- 
on; but  the  black  Loo- rock,  the  cliff  on  which  St.  John’s 
caftle  ftands,  the  nature  of  the  foil  and  ftones,  and  the 
fituation  of  the  Val,  convinced  me,  that  the  whole  had 
formerly  undergone  a violent  change  by  fire. 

Many  brooks  and  fmall  rivulets  defcend  from  the  fum- 
mits  in  deep  chafms  or  glens,  which  feparate  the  various 
parts  of  the  ide.  We  could  not  however  perceive  any 
plains  mentioned  by  others*,  through  which  the  waters 
would  probably  have  taken  their  courfe,  if  any  fuch  had 
exifted.  The  beds  of  the  brooks  are  in  fome  places  covered 
with  ftoncs  of  all  fizes,  carried  down  from  the  higher  parts 
by  the  violence  of  winter  rains  or  floods  of  melted 
fnow.  The  water  is  conduced  by  wears  and  channels 
into  the  vineyards,  where  each  proprietor  has  the  ufe  of 
it  for  a certain  time  ; fome  being  allowed  to  keep  a con- 
ilant  fupply  of  it,  fome  to  ufe  it  thrice,  others  twice,  and 
others  only  once  a week.  As  the  heat  of  the  climate, 
renders  this  fupply  of  water  to  the  vineyards  abfolutcly 
neceffary,  it  is  not  without  great  expence  that  a new  vine- 
yard can  be  planted ; for  the  maintenance  of  which,  the 
owners  mull  purchafe  water  at  a high  price,  from  thofe 


* See  an  Account  of  the  Voyages  undertaken  by  the  order  of  his  prefe 
ajefty  and  fucceffiueiy  performed  by  the  Cap, am,  Byron,  Wallis,  Carter, 
and  Cock.— -Compiled  by  Dr.  Hawkcfwonh.  Vol.  II.  p.  7. 
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August.  who  arc  conflantly  fupplied,  and  arc  thus  enabled  to 
fparc  fome  of  it. 

Wherever  a level  piece  of  ground  can  be  contrived  in 
the  higher  hills,  rhe  natives  make  plantations  of  eddoes 
( arum  efculentum,  Linn.)  enclofed  by  a kind  of  dyke  to  caufe 
a ftagnation,  as  that  plant  fucceeds  bed  in  fwampy  ground. 
Its  leaves  ferve  a6  food  for  hogs,  and  the  country  people 
ufe  the  roots  for  their  own  nourilhment. 

The  fweet  potatoe  (convolvulus  batatas')  is  planted  for 
the  fame  purpofe,  and  makes  a principal  article  of  diet ; 
together  with  chefnuts,  which  grow  in  extenfive  woods, 
on  the  higher  pdrts  of  the  ifland,  where  the  vine  will  not 
thrive.  Wheat  and  barley  are  likewife  fown,  efpccially  in 
fpots  where  the  vines  are  decaying  through  age,  or  where 
they  arc  newly  planted.  But  the  crops  do  not  produce 
above  three  months  provifions,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
therefore  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  other  food,  befides 
importing  confiderable  quantities  of  corn  from  North- 
America  in  exchange  for  wine.  The  want  of  manure, 
and  the  inaflivity  of  the  people,  are  in  fome  meafurc  the 
caufes  of  this  difadvantage  i but  fuppofing  hulbandry  to 
be  carried  to  its  perfc&ion  here,  I believe  they  could  not 
raife  corn  fufficicnt  for  their  confumption.  They  make 
their  threlhing-floors  of  a circular  form,  in  a corner  of  the 
field,  which  is  cleared  and  beaten  folid  for  the  purpofe. 
The  fhcaves  are  laid  round  about  it,  and  a fquare  board 
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ftuck  full  of  fharp  flints  below,  is  dragged  over  them  by 
a pair  of  oxen,  the  driver  getting  on  it  to  encreafc  its 
weight.  This  machine  cuts  the  ftraw  as  if  it  had  been 
chopped,  and  frees  the  grain  from  the  hulk,  from  which 
it  is  afterwards  feparated. 

The  great  produce  of  Madeira  is  the  wine,  from  which 
it  has  acquired  fame  and  fupport.  Where  the  foil,  ex- 
pofure,  and  fupply  of  water  will  admit  of  it,  the  vine  is 
cultivated.  One  or  more  walks,  about  a yard  or  two 
wide,  interfeifl  each  vineyard,  and  arc  included  by  (lone- 
walls  two  feet  high.  Along  thefe  walks,  which  are  arched 
over  with  laths  about  feven  feet  high,  they  ercdl  wooden 
pillars  at  regular  diftances,  to  fupport  a lattice-woik  of 
bamboos,  which  (lopes  down  from  both  fides  of  the  walk, 
till  it  is  only  a foot  and  a half  or  two  feet  high,  in  which 
elevation  it  extends  over  the  whole  vineyard.  The  vines 
are  in  this  manner  fupported  from  the  ground,  and  the 
people  have  room  to  root  out  the  weeds  which  fpring  up 
between  them.  In  the  feafon  of  the  vintage  they  creep 
under  this  lattice-work,  cut  off  the  grapes,  and  lay  them 
into  balkets : fome  bunches  of  thefe  grapes  I faw,  which 
weighed  fix  pounds  and  upwards.  This  method  of  keep- 
ing the  ground  clean  and  moift,  and  ripening  the  grapes 
in  the  (hade,  contributes  to  give  the  Madeira  wines  that 
excellent  flavour  and  body  for  which  they  arc  remarkable. 
The  owners  of  vineyards  arc  however  obliged  to  allot  a 
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certain  fpot  of  ground  for  the  growth  of  bamboos ; for  the 
lattice-work  cannot  be  made  without  them ; and  I was 
told  fome  vineyards  lay  quite  neglected  for  want  of  this 
ufeful  reed. 

The  wines  are  not  all  of  equal  goodnefs,  and  confc- 
qucntly  of  different  prices.  The  bed,  made  of  a vine  im- 
ported from  Candia,  by  order  of  the  Infante  of  Portugal, 
Don  Henry,  is  called  Madeira  Malmfey,  a pipe  of  which  can- 
not be  bought  on  the  fpot  for  lefs  than  40  or  42  /.  fter- 
ling.  It  is  an  exceeding  rich  fweet  wine,  and  is  only 
made  in  a fmall  quantity.  The  next  fort  is  a dry  wine, 
fuch  as  is  exported  for  the  London  market,  at  30  or  31/. 
ffcrling  the  pipe.  Inferior  forts  for  the  Eafl  India,  Weft 
India,  and  North-American  markets,  fell  at  28,  25,  and 
20  /.  fterling.  About  thirty  thoufand  pipes,  upon  a mean, 
are  made  every  year,  each  containing  one  hundred  and  ten 
gallons.  About  thirteen  thoufand  pipes  of  the  better  forts 
are  exported,  and  all  the  *cft  is  made  into  brandy  for  the 
Brazils,  converted  into  vinegar,  or  confumed  at  home. 

The  enclofures  of  the  vineyards  conlift  of  walls,  and 
hedges  of  prickly  pear,  pomegranates,  myrtles,  bram- 
bles, and  wild  rofes.  The  gardens  produce  peaches,  apri- 
cots, quinces,  apples,  pears,  walnuts,  chefnuts,  and  many 
other  European  fruits  ; together  with  now  and  then  fome 
tropical  plants,  fuch  as  bananas,  goavas,  and  pine  apples. 
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All  the  common  domeftic  animals  of  Europe  are  like- 
wife  found  at  Madeira  ; and  their  mutton  and  beef,  though 
fmall,  is  very  well  tailed.  Their  horfes  are  fmall,  but 
furc-footedj  and  with  great  agility  climb  the  difficult 
paths,  which  are  the  only  means  of  communication  in 
the  country.  They  have  no  wheel-carriages  of  any  kind  ; 
but  in  the  town  they  ufe  a fort  of  drays  or  fledges,  form- 
ed of  two  pieces  of  plank  joined  by  crofs  pieces,  which 
make  an  acute  angle  before ; thefc  are  drawn  by  oxen, 
and  are  ufed  to  tranfport  calks  of  wine,  and  other  heavy 
goods,  to  and  from  the  warchoufcs. 

The  animals  of  the  feathered  tribe,  which  live  wild 
here,  are  more  numerous  than  the  wild  quadrupeds  ; there 
being  only  the  common  grey  rabbet  here,  as  a reprefen- 
tative  of  the  laft-mentioned  clafs.  We  obferved  the  fpar- 
row-hawk,  ( fako  nifus) ; feveral  crows,  (corvus  cornu)  ; 
magpies,  (corvus  pica)-.  Iky  and  wood-larks,  (atauda  arvenfis, 
arborca)  f darlings,  (Jlurnus  vulgaris)  5 yellow  hammers, 
(tmberiza  citrinella)  ; common  and  mountain  fparrows,  (frir, • 
gil/a  domcjlica  & mint  ana)  ; yellow  wagtails  and  robin  red- 
breafts,  (motacilla  jltva  & rubccula)-,  and  wild  pigeons,  of 
which  we  could  not  determine  the  fpecies.  We  likewife 
faw  the  houfe-fwallow  and  fwift,  (birundo  rufica  {-?  epus)  ; 
and  fomc  gentlemen  of  the  Britilli  fatftory  allured  us  they 
had  alfo  feen  the  martin,  (b.  urbica).  This  laft  genus  of  birds 
lives  here  all  the  winter,  and  only  difappears  for  a f^w 
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AboVit.  days  in  very  cold  weather,  retiring  to  clifts  and1  Crevices 
of  the  rocks,  and  returning  on  the  firft  fair  funny  day.  The 
red-legged  partridge,  (tctrao  rttfut),  is  likewife  common  in 
the  interior  parts  of  the  iflc,  where  it  is  not  much  diftUrb- 
ed.  In  Mr.  Loughnan’s  aviary  I faw  waybills,  (hxia  afirild), 
chaffinches,  goldfinches,  yellowlinches,  and  canary-birds, 
jfringilla  coelebs,  carduelis , biiiyracia,  6?  canaria)  ; all  which  had 
been  caught  upon  this  ifland.  Tame  birds,  fuch  as 
turkies,  geefe,  ducks,  and  hens,  arc  very  rare,  which  is 
perhaps  owing  to  the  fcarcity  of  corn. 

There  are  no  fnakes  whatfoever  in  Madeira ; but  all 
the  houfes,  vineyards,  and  gardens  fwarm  with  lizards. 
The  friars  of  one  of  the  convents  complained,  that  thefe 
vermin  deftroyed  the  fruit  in  their  garden;  they  had 
therefore  placed  a brafs  kettle  in  the  ground  to  catch  them, 
as  they  are  conflantly  running  about  in  queft  of  food.  In 
this  manner  they  daily  caught  hundreds,  which  could  not 
get  out  on  account  of  the  fmooth  Cdes  of  the  kettle,  but 
were  forced  to  perifh. 

The  fhores  of  Madeira,  and  of  the  neighbouring 
Salvages  and  Defertas,  are  not  without  fifli ; but  as  they  are 
not  in  plenty  enough  for  the  rigid  obfcrvance  of  Lent, 
pickled  herrings  are  brought  from  Gothenburg  in  Englifli 
bottoms,  and  falted  cod  from  Ncw-York  and  other  Ame- 
rican ports,  to  fupply  the  deficiency. 
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We  found  a few  in  Lefts  here,  and  might  perhaps  have  aIo'It, 
collefted  more,  if  our  flay  had  been  of  longer  duration  ; 
thofe  we  met  with  were  of  known  forts,  and  in  no  great 
▼ariety.  On  this  occafion  I fhall  mention  a general  re- 
mark, which  ought  to  be  applied  to  all  the  ijlands  we  have 
touched  at  during  the  courfe  of  our  voyage.  Quadrupeds, 
amphibious  reptiles,  and  infefts,  arc  not  numerous  in 
ijionds,  at  fome  diftancc  from  a continent,  and  the  firft  are 
not  to  be  met  with  at  all,  unlcfs  they  were  formerly 
tranfported  thither  by  men.  Fifties  and  birds,  which  arc 
able  to  pafs  through  water  or  air,  arc  more  frequent,  and 
in  greater  variety.  Continents,  on  the  other  hand,  are  rich 
in  the  above-mentioned  dalles  of  animals,  as  well  as  in 
thofe  of  birds  and  fillies,  which  arc  more  univerfal. 

Africa,  which  we  vifited  during  this  voyage,  in  a few 
weeks  fupplied  us  with  a great  variety  of  quadrupeds, 
reptiles,  and  infefts,  whilft  all  the  other  lands  where  wc 
touched,  afforded  no  new  difeoveries  in  thofe  claffes. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Tie  PaJJ'age  from  Madeira  to  the  Cape  Verd  IJlands,  and  from 
tbence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

% 

T A T E in  the  evening  on  the  firll  of  Auguft,  we  got 
under  fail,  in  company  with  the  Adventure.  A North- 
eaft  wind  forwarded  our  courfc  fo  well,  that  we  got  fight 
of  Palma  on  the  fourth,  early  in  the  morning.  This  ifiand 
is  one  of  the  group  now  called  the  Canaries,  known  to 
the  ancients  by  the  name  of  fnfula  Fortunata,  one  of  them 
being  already  at  that  time  diilinguithcd  by  the  name  of 
Canaria  *.  They  were  entirely  forgotten  in  Europe,  till 
towards  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  when  the 
fpirit  of  navigation  and  difeovery  was  revived.  Some 
adventurers  then  found  them  again,  and  the  Bifcayans 
landed  on  Lanzarota,  and  carried  off  one  hundred  and 

* It  is  probable  that  not  only  the  Canaries,  but  likewife  Madeira,  and 
Porto-Santo  were  known  to  the  ancients  j a circumstance  from  which  it  is 
potfiblc  to  reconcile  their  various  accounts  of  the  number  of  thefe  iflands. 
See  Plin.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  vi.  cap.  37.  The  description  given  of  them  by  ancient 
writers,  agree  with  the  modern  accounts.  See  VoSHus  in  Pompon.  Mclam.  ad 
cap.  x.  v.  20.  Ex  iifdtm  q usque  infulis  cinnabar  is  Romans  advthcbatur . Sane  hoist 
ttiansnum  frequent  eji  in  infulit  fort  nr,  at  is  arbor  ilia  quet  cinnabarin  gignit.  Vulg*  San- 
guikem  Dracoxis  appellant,— We  have  Pliny’s  teftimony,  lib.  vi.  cap.  36. 
that  Julia,  the  Mauritanian  king,  dyed  purple  in  forae  of  thefe  ifles,  opposite 
to  the  Autololes  in  Africa. 
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fevcnty  of  the  natives.  Luis  tie  la  Cerda,  a Spanifli  no- 
bleman of  the  royal  family  of  Caftile,  in  confequcnce  of 
a bull  from  the  Pope,  in  the  year  i 344,  a (Turned  the  title 
of  Prince  of  the  Fortunate  Iflands,  but  never  went  to  take 
pofleffion  of  his  eftates.  Laflly,  John,  Baron  de  Bcthen- 
court  of  Normandy,  vifited  thefe  iflands  again  in  the  year 
1402,  took  pofleffion  of  fcvcral,  and  called  himfelf  King 
of  the  Canaries.  His  nephew  ceded  his  claims  upon  them 
to  Don  Henry,  Infante  of  Portugal  j but  they  were  after- 
wards left  to  the  Spaniards,  who  now  poflefs  them. 

The  next  day  at  five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  paflcd 
the  ifle  of  Ferro,  remarkable  only  from  this  circumftauce, 
that  fevcral  geographers  have  reckoned  their  firft  me- 
ridian from  its  wcftermoft  extremity.  The  fame  day, 
being  in  about  27  deg.  N.  latitude,  wc  obferved  fcvcral 
flying  fiffics,  purfued  by  bonitos  and  dolphins,  rifing  out 
of  the  water  in  order  to  efcape  from  them.  They  were 
flying  in  all  dire<5lions,  and  not  againft  the  wind  only, 
as  Mr.  Kalm  fee  ms  to  think.  Neither  did  they  confine 
thcmfelves  to  a flrait-lined  courfe,  but  frequently  were 
feen  to  deferibe  a curve.  When  they  met  the  top  of  a 
wave  as  they  Ikimmcd  along  the  furfacc  of  the  ocean, 
they  paflcd  through,  and  continued  their  flight  beyond  it. 
From  this  time,  till  we  left  the  torrid  zone,  we  were 
almoft  daily  amufed  with  the  view  of  immenfe  flioals  of 
thefe  fiffics,  and  now  and  then  caught  one  upon  our 

decks 


29 


T77«. 

August. 


WedncfJjijr  5. 


Digitized  by  Google 


3° 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


i* 77*. 
Awcu»t. 


Saturday  S. 


decks  when  it  had  unfortunately  taken  its  flight  too  far, 
and  was  fpent  hy  its  too  great  elevation  above  the  furfacc 
of  the  fea.  In  the  uniform  life  which  we  led  between 
the  tropics,  where  we  found  weather,  wind,  and  fea,  al- 
moft  conftantly  favourable  and  agreeable,  the  mind  catched 
at  every  little  circumflance  that  could  give  the  hint  to  a 
rcfk&ion.  When  we  faw  the  mod  beautiful  fiflies  of 
the  fea,  the  dolphin  and  bonito,  in  purfuit  of  the  flying 
filh,  and  when  thefe  forfook  their  native  clement  to  feck 
for  (helter  in  air,  the  application  to  human  nature  was 
obvious.  What  empire  is  not  like  a tumultuous  ocean, 
where  the  great  in  all  the  magnificence  and  pomp  of 
power,  continually  perfecute  and  contrive  the  deftruCtion 
of  the  defencelefs  ? — Sometimes  we  faw  this  picture  con- 
tinued ftill  farther,  when  the  poor  fugitives  met  with 
another  fet  of  enemies  in  the  air,  and  became  the  prey 
of  birds  *,  by  endeavouring  to  efcapc  the  jaws  of  fiflies. 

On  the  8th  we  obferved  the  fea  to  be  of  a whitifli 
colour,  and  tried  for  foundings,  but  found  none  with 
fifty  fathoms  of  line.  In  the  evening  we  eroded  the  tropic 
of  cancer.  About  this  time,  the  captain  ordered  the  Ihip 
to  be  fumigated  with  gunpowder  and  vinegar,  having 
taken  notice  that  all  our  books,  and  utenfils  became  co- 

• Boobies  (ptltcamu  pifttltr)  •,  men  of  war  birds  (p.  ojoilui)  j and  tropic 
birds  (pbaitfon  atbrriui.) 
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vered  with  mould,  and  all  our  iron  and  fleel  though  A”0”;T 
ever  fo  little  expofed,  began  to  ruft.  Nothing  is  more 
probable  than  that  the  vapours,  which  now  filled  the 
air,  contained  fomc  faline  particles,  fince  moifture  alone 
docs  not  appear  to  produce  fuch  an  effetfl  *.  If  it  be  atked 
how  any  faline  particles,  generally  fo  much  heavier  than 
the  aqueous,  can  be  raifed  in  vapours,  I leave  it  to  the 
philofophcrs  to  determine,  whether  the  numerous  animal 
parts  which  daily  putrefy  in  the  ocean,  do  riot  fupply 
enough  of  the  volatile  alkali,  by  the  afliftance  of  which  the 
above  phenomenon  might  be  explained.  The  great  heat 
between  the  tropics  feems  to  volatilife  the  marine  acid 
contained  in  the  brine  and  common  fait : for  it  has  been 
obferved,  that  on  rags  dipped  in  a folution  of  any  one  of 
the  alkalies,  and  fufpended  over  one  of  the  pans  where 
brine  is  evaporated  and  fait  is  prepared,  cryftals  arc  foon 
formed  of  a neutral  fait,  compounded  of  the  marine  acid 
and  the  alkali  in  which  the  rags  had  been  imrnerfed; 
hence  perhaps  we  may  be  allowed  to  infer,  that  the  ma- 
rine acid  is  by  the  heat  of  the  tropical  fun  volatilifed,  and 
in  that  aerial  or  vaporous  form  attacks  the  furfacc  of  iron 
and  fieel ; nay,  this  little  quantity  of  acid  may  perhaps, 
imbibed  by  the  lungs,  and  pores  of  the  fkin,  become  falu- 
tary  ; in  the  firft  cafe  to  people  under  pulmonary  difeafes  ; 

* This  opinion  is  very  judicioutly  djfcuflcd  by  Ellis,  in  his  voy.ige  to  Hudfon’s 
Bay. 
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and  in  the  fccond  by  gently  bracing  the  habit  of  bodies 
relaxed  by  a tropical  heat,  and  moderating  the  too  violent 
perfpiration. 

The  infpiflated  eflence  of  beer,  of  which  we  had  fevcral 
calks  on  board,  was  obferved  to  be  in  motion  before  wc 
left  Madeira,  and  now  began  to  burft  the  calks  and  run 
out.  The  captain  ordering  it  to  be  brought  on  deck,  its 
fermentation  was  encreafed  by  the  addition  of  frefh  air, 
and  feveral  of  the  calks  had  their  heads  forced  out  by  the 
fermenting  liquor,  with  an  cxplofion  like  that  of  a fowl- 
ing-piece. A kind  of  vapour,  like  finoke,  always  pre- 
ceded the  eruption.  A veffel,  llrongly  fumigated  with 
fulphur,  was,  by  my  father’s  advice,  filled  with  this 
eflence,  by  which  means  the  fomentation  was  flopped  for 
a few  days,  but  returned  afterwards,  efpecially  in  calks 
expofed  to  the  free  acccfs  of  air.  Some  calks,  which  had 
been  buried  in  the  ballaft-lhinglc,  were  preferved  and 
prevented  from  burfting.  Perhaps  the  admixture  of  dou- 
ble-diflilled  fpirit,  might  have  hindered  the  progrefs  of 
fermentation  in  this  eflence.  The  beer  made  of  it,  by  the 
Ample  addition  of  warm  water,  was  very  good  and  palat- 
able, though  it  had  a little  empyreumatic  tafte,  caufed  by 
the  infpifl'ation. 

Auguft  the  nth,  we  difeovered  Bonavifta,  one  of  the. 
Cape-Vcrd  iflands.  The  next  morning,  the  weather  cleared 
up,  after  a fliower  of  rain,  and  prefented  to  our  fight  the 
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iflc  of  Mayo.  About  noon  we  approached  the  ifle  of  San 
Jago,  and  anchored  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  in 
Porto-Praya. 

Early  the  next  morning  we  went  on  Ihore,  and  viGted 
the  commandant  of  the  fort,  Don  Jofeph  de  Sylva,  a good- 
natured  man,  who  fpoke  the  French  imperfectly,  and  in- 
troduced us  to  the  governor-general  of  the  Cape-Vcrd 
iflands.  This  gentleman,  whole  name  was  Don  Joachim 
Salama  Saldanha  de  Lobos,  commonly  reftdes  at  St.  Jago,  the 
capital  of  the  ifland  i but  as  he  was  very  fickly,  which  his 
complexion  witnefled  for  him,  he  had  retired  hither  about 
two  months  ago,  where  the  air  is  reckoned  more  falubri- 
ous.  He  occupied  the  apartments  of  the  commandant, 
who  was  now  obliged  to  dwell  in  a wretched  cottage, 
and  who  gave  us  fome  information  relative  to  thefe  iflands. 

In  1 449,  Antonio  Nolli,  probably  by  others  named  Anto- 
niotto,  a Genocfe  in  the  fervice  of  Don  Henry,  Infante  of 
Portugal,  difeovered  fome  of  the  Cape-Vcrd  iflands,  and 
on  the  firft  of  May  landed  on  one  of  them,  which  had  its 
name  from  thence.  St.  Jago  was  feen  at  the  fame  time. 
In  1460,  another  voyage  was  undertaken  in  order  to 
fettle  them  \ and  on  this  occafion  the  remaining  iflands 
were  likewife  difeovered.  San  Jago  is  the  greateft  of 
them,  and  about  feventeen  leagues  in  length.  The  capi- 
tal, of  the  fame  name,  lies  in  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country,  and  is  the  fee  of  the  bifhop  of  all  the  Capc- 
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Vcrd  iflands.  This  ifle  is  divided  into  eleven  pari(he9,  and 
the  mod  populous  of  thefe  contains  about  four  thoufand 
houfes,  fo  that  it  is  but  very  thinly  inhabited. 

Porto-Praya  (lands  on  a deep  rock,  to  which  we  climbed 
by  a ferpentine  path.  Its  fortifications  are  old  decayed 
walls  on  the  fea  fide,  and  fences,  fcarce  bread-high,  made 
of  loofe  dones,  towards  the  land.  A fmall  church  is  in- 
clofed  within  thefe  walls,  towards  the  fea ; but,  befidcs  it, 
there  are  only  a few  cottages.  A tolerable  building,  at  a 
little  didancc  from  the  fort,  belongs  to  a company  of 
merchants  at  I.ifbon,  who  have  the  exclufivc  right  to  trade 
to  all  the  Cape-Vcrd  idands,  and  keep  aa  agent  here  for 
that  purpofe.  When  we  made  application  to  this  indolent 
Don,  by  the  Governor’s  direction,  to  be  fupplied  with  live 
cattle,  he  indeed  promifed  to  furnifli  as  many  as  we 
wanted,  but  we  never  got  more  than  a fingle  lean  bullock. 
The  company  perfectly  tyrannizes  over  the  inhabitants, 
and  fells  them  wretched  merchandize  at  exorbitant  prices. 

The  natives  of  St.  Jago  are  few  in  number,  of  a middle 
fiature,  ugly,  and  almod  perfectly  black,  with  frizzled 
woolly  hair,  and  thick  lips,  like  the  mod  ill-looking  kind 
of  negroes.  The  ingenious  and  very  learned  Canon  Pauw, 
at  Xantcn,  in  his  Recherches  Fhilofophiques  furies  Ameri- 
cains,  vol.  I.  p.  186.  feems  to  take  it  for  granted,  that 
they  are  the  defeendants  of  the  firft  Portuguefe  fettlers, 
gradually  degenerated  through  nine  generations  (three 
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hundred  years)  to  .their  prefent  hue,  which  we  found  darker 
than  he  deferibes  it.  But  whether,  according  to  his  and 
the  Abbe  de  Manet's  * opinion,  this  change  of  complexion 
was  effected  merely  by  the  heat  of  the  torrid  zone,  or 
whether  they  have  acquired  their  fable  colour  by  inter- 
marriages with  negroes  from  the  adjacent  coaft  of  Africa, 
is  a quetlion  which  I do  not  venture  to  decide,  though  fo 
able  and  judicious  an  inveftigator  of  nature  as  Count 
Button,  aflerts,  that  “ the  colours  of  the  human  fpecics 
depend  principally  on  the  climate.’’  See  Hiftoire  Naturelle, 
in  i2mo,  vol.  VI.  p.  260.  At  prefent  there  are  very  few 
white  people  among  them,  and  I believe  we  did  not  fee 
above  five  or  fix,  including  the  governor,  commandant, 
and  company’s  agent.  In  fome  of  the  ifiands,  even  the 
governors  and  pritfts  arc  taken  from  among  the  blacks. 
The  better  fort  of  them  wear  ragged  European  doaths, 
which  they  have  obtained  by  barter  from  fliips  that  touch- 
ed here,  previous  to  the  eftablifliment  of  the  monopolizing 
company.  The  reft  content  thcmfclvcs  with  a few  fepa- 
ratc  articles  of  drefs,  either  a fliirt,  or  a waittcoat,  or  a 
pair  of  breeches,  or  a hat ; and  feetn  to  be  well  plcafed 
with  their  own  appearance.  The  women  arc  ugly,  anil 
wear  a long  flip  of  ftriped  cotton  over  the  Ihoulders,  hang- 
ing down  to  the  knees  before  and  behind  ; but  children 

• See  his  Nouvellc  Hiftoire  de  PAfriquc  Fran^oilc,  cnrichic  de  Cartes,  Sic.  a 
■Paris,  1767,  tamo,  vol.  II.  p.  224. 
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arc  perfedtly  naked  till  the  age  of  puberty.  Dcfpotic 
governors,  bigotted  priefts,  and  indolence  on  the  part  of 
the  court  of  Lilbon,  will  always  keep  thefe  people  in  a 
wretched. Ctuation,  beneath  that  of  any  community  of 
negroes  in  Africa,  and  prevent  them  from  incrcafing  their 
numbers,  which  arc  the  real  wealth  of  a nation.  It  is 
natural  for  people  whofe  folids  are  relaxed  in  a fervid  cli- 
mate, to  incline  to  floth  and  lazinefs ; but  they  are  con- 
firmed in  thefe  vices,  and  muft  become  indifferent  to  im- 
provement, when  they  know  the  attempt  would  only 
make  their  fituation  more  irkfome.  With  a kind  of 
gloomy  infenfibility  they  give  themfelves  up  to  beggary, 
the  only  Rate  which  can  protedt  them  from  the  greedy 
clutches  of  tyrannical  matters  ; and  they  fliun  every  la- 
bour, which  muft  encrcafe  the  treafures  of  others  without 
benefit  to  themfelves  ; and  which  only  breaks  in  upon 
thofe  hours  of  reft,  that  are  now  the  folace  of  their  pre- 
carious condition.  Such  clouded  profpects,  that  never 
admit  a gleam  of  happinefs,  cannot  be  incitements  to 
marriage,  and  the  difficulty  of  fupporting  a wretched  cx- 
iftence,  is  a fuflicient  rcafon  to  decline  the  cares  annexed 
to  the  relation  of  parents.  Let  us  add  to  this,  that  the 
dry  foil,  whofe  fertility  depends  on  the  fiated  return  of 
annual  rains,  is  parched  up  whenever  a drought  takes 
place;  all  vegetation  is  then  dettroyed,  and  an  inevitable 
famine  fuccceds.  It  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  the 
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experience  of  fuch  fatal  periods,  deters  the  inhabitants  from 
indulging  in  the  fweets  of  conjugal  connexions,  when 
they  mull  apprehend  that  mifery,  and  perhaps  the  horrors 
of  flavery,  await  their  unhappy  offspring  *. 

The  Cape-Verd  iflands  in  general  are  mountainous, 
but  their  lower  hills,  which  are  covered  with  a fine  ver- 
dure, have  a very  gentle  declivity,  and  extenftve  vallics 
run  between  them.  . They  are  ill  fupplied  with  water, 
which  in  many  of  them  is  only  found  in  pits  or  wells. 
St.  Jago  has,  however,  a tolerable  river  running  into  the 
fea  at  Ribeira  Grande,  a town  which  takes  its  name  from 
thence.  At  Porto-Praya  there  was  only  a Angle  well  fet 
round  with  loofe  ftones,  and  containing  muddy  brackilh 
water,  in  fuch  fmall  quantities,  that  we  drew  it  quite  dry 
twice  a day.  The  valley  by  the  fide  of  the  fort  feems  to 
have  fome  moifture,  and  is  planted  here  and  there  with 
cocoa-nut-palms,  fugar-canes,  bananas,  cotton,  goava,  and 
papaw-trecs ; but  the  greateft  part  of  it  is  over-run  with 
various  forts  of  brufhwood,  and  another  is  left  for  paftures, 

* On  our  return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  X775,  we  were  told  of  a ge- 
neral famine  which  had  happened  in  the  Cape-Vcrd  iflands  in  1773  and  1774,  and 
which  had  rifen  to  fuch  a height  that  hundreds  of  people  had  periftied  for  want. 
The  commander  of  a Dutch  (hip,  which  touched  at  St.  Jago  during  this  diflrefs- 
ful  fcafon,  received  feveral  of  the  natives,  with  their  wives  and  children,  who 
fold  tkemfelves  to  him,  in  order  -to  cfcape  the  dreadful  confcqucnces  of  want. 
He  carried  them  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  fold  them  ; but  when  the  Go- 
vernment there  was  informed  of  it,  he  was  ordered  to  redeem  them  at  his  own 
expence,  to  carry  them  back  to  their  native  country,  and  to  bring  a certificate 
from  the  Portugucfe  governor,  importing  the  cxcution  of  thefe  orders. 
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We  may  perhaps  conclude  from  hence,  that  the 
Cape  Verd  iflands  in  the  hands  of  an  active,  enterprifing, 
or  commercial  nation,  would  become  interefting  and  ufe- 
ful,  and  might  be  cultivated  to  the  greateft  advantage. 
The  cochineal  plant,  indigo,  fome  fpices,  and  perhaps 
coffee,  would  thrive  particularly  well  in  this  hot  and 
parched  climate  ; and  thefe  productions  would  be  fuf- 
fleient  to  fupply  the  natives  not  only  with  the  neceflaries, 
but  like  wife  with  the  conveniencies  and  luxuries  of  life, 
under  the  benign  influence  of  a free  and  equal  govern- 
ment, like  that  under  which  we  have  the  happinefs  to 
live  in  this  country.  Inftead  of  feeding  on  a fcanty  al- 
lowance of  roots,  we  fhocld  fee  their  board  heaped  with 
plenty,  and  convenient  houfes  would  then  fupply  the 
place  of  wretched  hovels. 

Some  of  the  lower  hills  were  dry  and  barren,  fcarce 
any  plants  growing  upon  them  ; but  others  had  ftill  fome 
verdure  on  them,  though  we  were  now  at  the  end  of 
the  dry  feafon.  They  are  all  covered  with  abundance  of 
ftone3,  which  appear  to  have  been  burnt,  and  are  a fpecies  of 
lava.  The  foil,  which  is  fertile  enough  in  the  vallies,  is  a 
kind  of  rubbifh  of  cinders,  and  ochreous  aflics ; and  the 
rocks  on  the  fca-fhore  arc  likewife  black  and  burnt.  It 
is  therefore  probable,  that  this  ifland  has  undergone  a 
change  from  volcanic  eruptions  ; and  it  will  not  be  deemed 
pnreafonable  to  form  the  fame  opinion  of  all  the  Cape- 
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Yerd  iflands,  when  we  confidcr  that  one  of  them,  the 
ifland  of  Fuogo,  dill  confifts  of  a burning  mountain.  The 
interior  mountains  of  the  country  are  lofty,  and  fome  of 
them  appear  deep  and  craggy,  being  perhaps  of  a more 
ancient  date  than  the  volcanic  parts  which  we  could 
examine. 

In  the  evening  we  returned  on  board  j but  as  the  furf 
ran  conliderably  higher  than  at  our  landing,  we  were 
obliged  to  drip  in  order  to  wade  to  our  boats,  which  our 
bed  fwimmers  had  loaded  with  water-cades,  and  fucli  re- 
frefhmcnts  as  could  be  purchafed  on  Ihore  ; not  without 
fome  danger  of  being  hurt  by  fharks,  which  are  numerous 
in  the  harbour.  The  captains,  adronomers,  and  maders, 
had  fpent  this  day  in  making  adronomical  obfervations 
upon  the  little  idet  in  the  harbour,  named  llha  dot  Ctdornhes, 
or  Quail  idand,  from  the  birds  which  arc  in  great  plenty 
upon  it.  The  commandant  of  the  fort  informed  us,  that 
the  officers  of  a French  frigate  had  likevvife  made  adro- 
nomical obfervations  on  this  identical  fpot  fome  time  ago, 
having  feveral  watches  of  a new  conftruftion  on  board  *. 

The  next  day  captain  Cook  invited  the  governor- general, 
and  the  commandant  to  dinner,  and  we  daid  on  board, 
in  order  to  aft  as  interpreters  on  this  oecafion.  The  cap- 

* This  was  the  llis  frigate,  commanded  by  M.  dc  Flcuricu,  on  board  of  which 
was  M,  Pingre,  with  feveral  time  keepers.  A journal  of  the  voyage  and  obferva- 
tions  made  in  that  (hip,  has  fmee  been  publiihed  in  2 vois.  quarto. 
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tain  Lent  them  his  own  boat ; but  when  it  came  on  fhore, 
the  governor  begged  to  be  excufed,  becaufe  he  was  al- 
ways affeifted  with  Ccknefs  on  board  any  veffel,  whether 
at  Tea  or  in  harbour.  The  commandant  promifed  to  come, 
but  having  at  firft  neglected  to  a Ik  the  governor's  leave, 
the  latter  retired  to  take  his  fujla  (or  afternoon’s  repofc) 
and  no  one  ventured  to  difturb  him. 

The  extreme  fcarcity  of  refrefhments  made  our  flay 
at  Porto-Praya  very  fhort.  We  were'  therefore  obliged  to 
content  ourfelves  with  a few  cafks  of  brackifh  water,  a 
fingle  bullock,  a few  long-legged  goats,  with  ftrait  horns 
and  pendulous  ears,  fome  lean  hogs,  turkies,  and  fowls, 
and  a few  hundreds  of  unripe  oranges,  and  indifferent 
bananas.  The  refearchcs  we  had  made  the  preceding  day, 
furniflied  us  with  a few  tropical  plants,  moflly  of  known 
fpecies,  with  fome  new  kinds  of  infefts  and  of  fifh.  We 
alfo  obferved  fevcral  forts  of  birds,  and  among  them 
guinea- hens,  which  feldom  fly,  but  run  very  fwiftly,  and 
which,  when  old,  are  very  tough  and  dry  eating.  Quails 
and  red-legged  partridges  are  likewifc  common,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  natives,  though  we  did  not  fee  any  ; 
but  the  moll  remarkable  bird  we  found  is  a fpccies  of 
Kingfifher  % becaufe  it  feeds  on  large  land-crabs  of  a blue 

• The  fame  fpecics  is  found  in  Arabia  Felix;  vide  Forfkal  Fauna  Arabics  ; 
as  alfo  in  Abjflinia,  as  appears  from  the  elegant  and  valuable  drawings  of  Jamts 
Bruce,  Efq, 
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and  red  colour,  whofe  numerous  habitations  are  round 
and  deep  holes  in  the  dry  and  parched  foil.  Our  failors, 
who  catch  at  every  thing  that  may  afford  them  divetfion, 
purchafed  about  fifteen  or  twenty  monkies,  known  by  the 
name  of  St.  Jago,  or  green  monkies  (fimia  fabaj ) ; which 
were  a little  bigger  than  cats,  and  of  a grcenifii-brown 
colour,  with  black  faces  and  paws.  On  each  fide  of  their 
mouth,  they  had  a kind  of  pouch  (like  many  others  of 
the  monkey  tribe)  which  the  Englilh  in  the  Weft-Indian 
colonies,  call  by  their  Spanifli  name  alforjei.  The  antic 
tricks  of  thefe  little  monkies  were  amufing  for  fome  days, 
while  their  novelty  laded  ; but  they  foon  became  infipid 
companions,  were  negletffed,  fometimes  cruelly  bandied 
about  the  vcffcl,  and  ftarved  to  death  for  want  of  frefh 
food,  fo  that  only  three  of  them  reached  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  A harmlefs  race  of  animals,  dragged  from  the 
happy  recefs  of  native  (hades,  to  wear  out  the  red  of  their 
lives  in  continual  anguifh  and  torment,  deferve  a pitying 
remembrance,  though  humanity  would  fain  have  drawn 
the  veil  over  all  arts  of  iron-hearted  infenfibility,  and 
wanton  barbarifm. 

We  got  under  fail  in  the  evening  and  dccred  to  the 
fouthward,  having  mild  weather  with  frequent  (howers  of 
rain  on  the  following  days,  and  the  wind  blowing  from 
N.  E.  by  N.  to  N.  N.  E.  On  the  i <5  tli,  at  eight  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  we  faw  a luminous  fiery  meteor,  of  an  ob- 

'0L’k  G long 


l7,». 

AUGUtT, 


Sunday  16. 


Digitized  by  Google 


42 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


Avct'ST, 

*77*. 


Tuesday  i*. 


long  ftiape  and  blueifh  colour,  and  having  a very  quick 
defcending  motion : its  courfc  was  N.  W.  and  it  difap- 
peared  in  the  horizon  after  a momentary  duration.  Our 
diftance  from  St.  Jago  was  fifty-five  leagues  at  noon,  not- 
wiihftanding  which,  we  faw  a fwallow  following  our 
vcficl,  and  making  numberlcfs  circles  round  it.  The 
neccffary  manoeuvres  of  trimming  the  fails,  in  the  evening 
diilurbed  it  from  its  rooft  on  one  of  the  gun- ports,  upon 
which  it  took  fhelter  in  the  carved  work  of  the  flern. 
The  two  following  days  it  continued  to  attend  the  fhip 
on  her  courfe.  During  this  time  we  obferved  many 
bonitos  in  the  fea  around  us,  which  frequently  lhot  part 
us  with  great  velocity  ; but  notwithftanding  our  endeavours 
to  catch  them  with  hooks,  and  ftrike  them  with  harpoons, 
wc  could  not  take  a fingle  one.  The  crew  were  more 
fucccfsful  in  hooking  a (hark  of  about  five  feet  in  length. 
Its  common  attendants,  the  pilot- filh  (gajleroflcus  duel  or)  and 
fucking- fifh  (ecbencis  remora),  likewife  appeared  with  it  j 
but  with  this  difference,  that  the  former  carefully  avoided 
being  caught,  and  fwam  about  very  nimbly } but  the 
latter  duck  fo  fall  to  the  ffiark's  body,  that  four  of  them 
were  hauled  on  deck  with  it.  Wc  dined  on  part  of  the 
flrark  the  next  day,  and  found  it  a tolerable  food  when 
fried,  but  rather  of  difficult  digeftion  on  account  of  its 
fat. 
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Two  days  after,  Henry  Smock,  one  of  the  carpenter’s 
crew,  being  employed  on  the  fides  of  the  fhip,  was  fud- 
denly  miffed,  and  probably  had  fallen  over-board  and  was 
drowned.  His  good-natured  character,  and  a kind  of 
ferious  turn  of  mind  caufed  him  to  be  regretted  even 
among  his  fliipmates,  and  muft  embitter  his  lofs  to  thofc, 
whom  the  tender  ties  of  parental  or  conjugal  affection  had 
united  to  him.  Humanity'  dole  a tear  from  each  feeling 
traveller,  the  tribute  due  to  a rational  fellow  creature  of 
a gentle  and  amiable  difpoGtion. 

We  had  frequent  fliowers  after  leaving  St.  Jago,  and 
experienced  a remarkable  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  the  21  ft, 
during  which  we  caught  up  feven  puncheons  of  frelh 
water  in  our  fpread  awnings.  This  fupply,  though  we 
were  not  diftreffed  for  want  of  it,  was  however  very  fca- 
fonable,  inafmuch  as  we  were  now  enabled  to  give  large 
allowance  of  this  neceffary  element  to  the  crew.  Captain 
Cook  s remark  deduced  from  long  experience,  that  abund- 
ance °f  ftefli  water  contributes  to  the  preservation  of  health 
in  long  voyages,  is  extremely  judicious,  and  feems  to  be 
founded  on  the  known  principles  of  phyfiology.  If  fea- 
men  have  plenty  of  water  to  drink,  and  fome  to  wafli 
themfelves  and  their  linen,  this  effential  precaution  will 
m a great  mcafurc  prevent  the  fea-feurvy  from  gaining 
ground  among  them.  Their  blood  is  diluted,  and  the 
wafle  of  fluids  caufed  by  profufc  perforation  in  hot  cli- 

G 3 mates, 


»7?*- 

Ai’cusr, 
Thurlday  to. 


Friday  si* 


Digitized  by  Google 


44 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


177*. 

AUGUST. 


mates,  is  reftorcd  by  plentiful  drinking,  and  the  infenfible 
perfpiration  likewife  goes  on  wiihout  a check,  when  the 
people  frequently  fhift  their  linen,  and  wafli  off  any 
uncleanlinefs  that  may  obftru<5t  the  pores.  It  is  evident  that 
the  greateft  danger  of  putrid  diftempers  is  thus  precluded  ; 
Cnee  the  reimbibing  of  perfpired  matter,  and  the  violence 
of  perfpiration  without  a frdh  fupply  to  temper  and 
dilute  the  faline  and  cauftic  quality  of  the  remaining 
fluids,  (which  are  often  fuppofed  to  be  the  caufes  of  in- 
flammatory fevers)  are  both  in  a great  meafure  pre- 
vented. 

The  heavy  rains  of  this  morning,  entirely  foaked  the 
plumage  of  the  poor  fwallow,  which  had  accompanied 
us  for  fevcral  days  pad  ; it  was  obliged  therefore  to  fettle 
on  the  railing  of  the  quarter-deck,  and  differed  itfelf  to 
be  caught.  I dried  it,  and  when  it  was  recovered,  let 
it  fly  about  in  the  fteerage,  where,  far  from  repining  at 
its  conCnement,  it  immediately  began  to  feed  upon  the 
flies,  which  were  numerous  there.  At  dinner  we  opened 
the  windows,  and  the  fwallow  retook  its  liberty  ; but  about 
fix  in  the  evening,  it  returned  into  the  fteerage  and  cabin, 
being  fcnfible  that  we  intended  it  no  harm.  Having 
taken  another  repaft  of  flies,  it  went  out  again,  and  roofted 
that  night  fomewherc  on  the  outfidc  of  the  veffel.  Early 
the  next  morning  our  fwallow  returned  into  the  cabin 
once  more,  and  took  its  breakfaft  of  flics.  Emboldened 
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by  the  fhelter  which  we  afforded  it,  and  the  little  diflur- 
bance  it  fuffered  from  us,  the  poor  little  bird  now  ven- 
tured to  enter  the  Ihip  at  every  port  and  fcuttlc  which 
was  open  ; feme  part  of  the  morning  it  paffed  very  hap- 
pily in  Mr.  Wales’s  cabin  j but  after  having  left  that  it 
entirely  difappiared.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  it 
came  into  the  birth  of  fomc  unfeeling  perfon,  who  caught 
it  in  order  to  provide  a meal  for  a favourite  cat. 

From  the  hiftory  of  this  bird,  which  was  of  the  com- 
mon fpecies,  or  a houfe-fwallow  (birundo  rujlica  Lin.)  we 
may  deduce  the  circumftanccs  that  bring  folitary  land- 
birds  a great  way  out  to  fca.  It  feems  to  be  probable,, 
that  they  begin  with  following  a fliip,  from  the  time  Arc 
leaves  the  land  ; that  they  are  foon  loft  in  the  great  ocean, 
and  are  thus  obliged  to  continue  dofe  to  the  fliip,  as  the 
only  folid  mafs  in  this  immenfe  fluid  expanfe.  If  two 
or  more  (hips  are  in  company,  it  is  alfo  eafy  to  account 
for  the  expreffion  of  meeting  with  land-birds  at  a great  dif- 
tance  from  land  ; becaufe  they  may  happen  to  follow  fome 
other  fliip  from  the  fliore,  than  that  which  carries  the 
obferver ; thus  they  may  efcape  obfervation  for  a day  or 
two,  or  perhaps  longer,  and  when  noticed,  are  fuppofed 
to  be  met  with  at  fea.  However,  great  ftorms  are  fometimes 
known  to  have  driven  Angle  birds,  nay  vaft  flocks  out 
to  fea,  which  are  obliged  to  feck  for  reft  on  board  of 
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fliips,  at  confiderable  diltanccs  from  any  land  *.  I fliall 
venture  another  refleftion  on  this  incident.  In  the  long 
folitary  hours  of  an  uniform  navigation,  every  little  cir- 
cumftance  becomes  iniercfting  to  the  paffenger ; it  is 
therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  a fubject  fo  trifling  in 
itfelf  as  putting  to  death  a harmlefs  bird,  fhould  affe<5t  a 
heart  not  yet  buffeted  into  infenfibility. 

On  the  23d,  feveral  cetaceous  fifh,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  feet  long  psffcd  the  fliip,  directing  their  courfe 
to  the  N.  and  N.  W.  They  were  fuppofed  to  be  grampufles, 
(dclphinus  oral ).  Two  days  after  the  fame  kind  of  fifh, 
and  a number  of  teller  ones  of  a brownifli ‘colour,  called 
flip- jacks,  from  leaping  frequently  out  of  the  water,  were 
obferved.  The  wind  for  feveral  days  pall  had  blown  from 
the  N.  \V.  and  obliged  us  to  take  a S.  E.  courfe,  fo  that 
we  were  now  got  to  the  fouthward  of  the  coalt  of  Guinea. 
Several  of  our  navigators,  who  had  frequently  croffed  the 
Atlantic,  looked  upon  this  as  a Angular  circumllance  s and 
indeed  it  fairly  proves,  that  though  nature  in  the  torrid 
zone  commonly  produces  regular  and  conllant  winds, 
ncverthelefs  it  fometimes  deviates  even  there  from  general 

* Captain  Cook  very  obligingly  communicated  to  me  a fact  which  confirms 
the  above  aiTcrtion.  Being  on  hoarJ  of  a fh  p between  Norway  and  England,  he 
met  with  a violent  dorm,  during  which  a flight  of  feveral  hundred  birds  covered 
the  whole  rigging  of  the  fliip.  Among  numbers  of  fatal]  birds,  he  obferved  feveral 
hawks,  which  lived  very  luxurioully  by  preying  ori  thofc  poor  dcfcncclcfs 
avt'urM, 
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mles,  and  admits  of  fevcral  exceptions.  In  this  fituation 
we  alfo  obferved  fevcral  man-of-war  birds,  (pelecanui  aqui- 
lus.')  It  is  a common  belief  among  failors  that  their  ap- 
pearance denotes  a vicinity  of  land ; but  we  were  at  pre- 
fent  above  a hundred  leagues  from  any  fliore,  fo  that  this 
opinion  feems  to  have  no  better  fupport  than  many  old 
prejudices.  Each  eradication  of  one  of  thefe  is  a gain  to 
fcicnce;  and  each  vulgar  opinion,  proved  to  be  erroneous, 
is  an  approximation  to  truth,  which  alone  is  worthy  of 
being  recorded  for  the  ufe  of  mankind. 

On  the  firft  of  September,  feveral  dolphins,  {corypbana 
bippurus,)  were  feen ; and  we  likewife  took  notice  of  a 
large  fifh  clofe  to  us,  perfectly  rcfcmbling  the  figure  of  a 
fifli  given  in  Willoughby’s  Hiftor.  Pifcium,  appendix 
pag.  s-  tab.  9.  f.  3.  which  is  taken  from  John  NieuliolF’s 
account,  and  which  the  Dutch  call  zee-dupel,  or  fea-devil. 
In  its  external  fhape  it  was  fimilar  to  the  genus  of  rays,  but 
feems  to  be  a new  fpecies  ; from  whence  it  is  evident, 
that  even  in  the  mod  frequented  feas,  fuch  as  the  Atlan- 
tic, many  new  difcoveriesi  in  natural  hiftory  might  be 
made,  if  thofe  who  can  diftinguifti  unknown  from  known 
obje<fts,  had  always  opportunities  of  enquiring  into  them. 

On  the  third  of  September  great  numbers  of  flying- 
fi flics  were  obferved,  and  a bonito  {[comber  pelamyi)  was 
caught,  whofc  meat  we  found  to  be  dry  and  lefs  palatable 
than  it  is  generally  reprefented.  We  were  lucky  enough 
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two  days  after  to  take  a dolphin,  ( coryphana  hip  punts,)  which 
is  likewife  dry  meat ; but  the  inimitable  briglitnefs  of  its 
colours,  which  continually  change  from  one  rich  hue  to 
another  whilft  it  is  drying,  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 
mod  admirable  appearances  which  can  occur  to  the 
voyager’s  view  during  a tropical  navigation. 

But  here  defeription  clouds  each  fliining  ray  ; 

What  terms  of  art  can  Nature’s  pow’rs  difplay? 

Falconer, 

A boat  was  this  day  hoifted  out  in  order  to  find  the 
dirctflion  of  the  current,  and  to  determine  the  temperature 
of  the  fea-vater  at  a great  depth.  We  founded  with  250 
fathoms  without  finding  any  bottom.  The  thermometer 
in  the  air  ftood  at  75a  deg.  dipped  under  the  furface  of 
the  fca  it  (hewed  74  deg.  and  after  being  let  down  to  the 
depth  of  8y  fathoms  and  hauled  up  again,  it  was  fallen 
to  66  deg.  It  (laid  30'  under  water,  and  was  27;  in 
hawling  up.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was  0°  y 1'  north. 
The  boat  being  out,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining 
that  kind  of  blubber,  or  fca-ncttle,  which  Linnatus  has 
named  medufa  pclagica-,  together  with  another  fubmarine 
animal  called  d.ris  /avis,  and  employed  ourfelves  in 
making  drawings  of  them,  and  more  minute  deferiptions 
than  have  hitherto  been  puWiflicd. 

On  the  pth,  having  palled  the  line  with  a light  air,  our 
crew  ducked  fuch  of  their  (liipmates  as  had  never  croficd  it 
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before,  and  did  not  care  to  redeem  thcmfelves  by  paying 
a certain  forfeit  of  brandy.  Thofc  who  had  been  obliged 
to  undergo  the  briny  fubmerfion,  changed  their  linen  and 
clothes  ; and  as  this  can  never  be  done  too  often,  efpe- 
cially  in  warm  weather,  the  ducking  proved  a f.ilutary 
operation  to  them.  The  quantity  of  flrong  liquors,  arifing 
from  the  forfeits  of  the  reft,  ferved  to  heighten  the  jovial  hu- 
mour, which  is  the  predominant  charafteriflic  of  failors.  This 
day  we  likewife  obtained  a foutherly  wind,  which  gradually, 
came  round  to  S.  by  E.  and  S.  S.  E.  and  fettled  into  the 
ufual  trade  wind. 

This  day  we  caught  feveral  dolphins,  and  a flying  fifli 
one  foot  long  fell  on  the  quarter  deck.  Ever  flnee  the 
8th  we  had  daily  obferved  feveral  aquatic  birds,  fitch 
as  man  of  war  birds,  boobies  (pclecanus  aquilus  fula)  petrels, 
gulls,  and  tropic-birds  (phaeton  ectherctts.J  We  had  alfo  at 
various  intervals,  found  the  fea  covered  with  animals 
belonging  to  the  clafs  of  no'.luf. a,  one  of  which,  of  a blue 
colour,  in  fliape  like  a fnail,  with  four  arms,  divided  into 
many  branches,  was  named  glaucus  athnticus  ; another,  tranf- 
parent  like  a cryftal,  and  often  connected  in  a long  firing 
with  individuals  of  the  fame  fpecies,  was  referred  to  the 
genus  named  dog\fo,  mentioned  in  Lieut.  Cook’s  voyage  in 
the  Endeavour  *.  Two  other  fpecies  of  mollufca,  which 

♦ See  H.-.wkclVorth’i  compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  a. 
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Teamen  call  fallce,  anti  Portaguefe  men  of  war,  fmedtffb  vslella 
& Lobthuria  pbsfalis)  likewife  appeared  about  our  vcffel  in 
great  abundance. 

On  the  27  th  we  tried  the  direction  of  the  currents, 
and  the  temperature  of  the  fea  again,  with  nearly  the 
fame  rcfult  as  before.  The  thermometer,  which  in  open 
air  Rood  at  7 2 a deg.  and  under  the  furfacc  of  the  fea 
at  70  deg.  after  being  let  down  80  fathom,  funk  to  68 
deg.  It  continued  1 s min.  under  water,  and  was  hauled 
up  in  7 min.  We  likewife  took  up  a new  fpccies  of  the 
blubber  ( medufa .)  For  two  days  paft,  wc  had  obferved  a bird, 
which  we  were  this  day  enabled  to  examine,  when  we 
knew  it  to  be  the  common  fliear-water  {prccellaria  puffin  us.) 
Having  now  reached  the  latitude  of  twenty-five  degrees 
fouth,  we  found  the  wind  gradually  coming  round  from 
E.  by  S.  to  E,  by  N.  and  to  N.  E.  which  enabled  us  to  fleer 
to  the  fouth-eaftward.  Our  bodies,  which  the  heat  of 
the  torrid  zone  had  in  a great  degree  relaxed,  now  began 
to  feci  a confiderable  alteration  in  the  climate,  and  though 
the  thermometer  was  not  above  ten  degrees  different  from, 
what  it  ufed  to  be  near  the  line,  yet  I contracted  a violent 
cold,  attended  with  the  tooth-ach,  fwellcd  gums,  and 
checks. 

On  the  fourth  of  October,  we  obferved  great  numbers 
of  the  common  little  petrel,  of  a footy  brown,  with  white 
rumps  (proccUatia  pclagica),  and  found  the  air  cold  and  Iharp. 

The 
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The  next  day  the  albatrofs,  (diomedea  exnhns)  and  the  pin-  octu”’*. 
tadas  (proceUaria  capmjis),  made  their  firil  appearance. 

On  the  1 1 th  it  was  mild  and  almoft  calm,  after  fcveral  sunJ.iy  u. 
days  of  hazy  and  fqually  weather,  which  had  probably 
fharpened  the  appetite  of  the  fea  birds,  and  cfpecially  the 
pintadas  } for  thefe  lad  eagerly  fwallowed  hooks  baited 
with  pieces  of  pork  or  mutton,  and  no  lefs  than  eight  of 
them  were  caught  in  a fliort  time.  In  the  evening  we 
obferved  an  cclipfe  of  the  moon,  of  which  the  end  at  a 
medium  happened  at  6h.  5 S'  45  p.  m.  our  latitude  at 
noon  being  340  45'  fouth. 

The  next  day  we  tried  the  cutTcpt  and  the  temperature 
of  the  fea  a third  time.  We  let  down  the  thermometer 
100  fathoms,  where  it  continued  20  min.  was  hauled 
up  in  7 min.  more,  and  then  fliewed  58  deg.  At  the 
furface  it  flood  at  39  deg.  and  in  the  air  at  60  deg.  It 
being  calm,  we  employed  ourfclvcs  in  the  boat  with 
fliooting  fea-fowl ; among  which  were  a fmall  tern,  a 
fhear-watcr,  a new  fpecies  of  albatrofs,  and  a new  petrel: 

Several  animals  of  the  mollufca  tribe  likewife  came  within 
our  reach,  together  with  the  lelix  janlbind,  a violet-coloured 
fhell,  remarkable  for  the  extreme  thinnefs  of  its  texture, 
which  breaks  with  the  lead  preditre,  and  feems  therefore 
entirely  calculated  to  keep  the  open  fea,  or  at  lead  to  fluin 
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rocky  (Lores  *,  agreeably  to  the  obfervation  in  Lieutenant 
Cook's  voyage  in  the  Endeavour.  Albatrofles,  pintadas, 
and  petrels  of  all  kinds,  amongft  which  was  alfo  the  ful- 
mar, (pracellaria  gljeidlis,')  were  now  daily  obferved. 

On  the  17th,  we  had  an  alarm  that  one  of  our  crew 
was  overboard,  upon  which  we  immediately  put  about, 
but  feeing  nothing,  the  names  of  all  perfons  on  board 
the  vefiel  were  called  over,  and  none  found  miffing,  to 
our  great  fatisfaflion.  Our  friends  on  board  the  Adven- 
ture, whom  we  vifited  a few  days  after,  told  us  they  had 
indeed  fufpcctcd  by  our  manoeuvre,  the  accident  which- 
we  had  apprehended,  but  that  looking  out  on  the  fea, 
Capt.  Furneaux  had  plainly  obferved  a fea-lion,  that  had' 
been  the  caufc  of  this  falfe  alarm. 

* See  Hawkcfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  14.  We  find  another 
remark  at  the  end  of  that  above  quoted,  which  is  of  very  different  value,  and 
feetns  to  indicate  that  the  ancient  authors  were  not  confultcd.  Whoever  has 
looked  into  Pliny,  can  never  have  the  leaf!  idea  that  the  thin  fhcll  aforc-mcn- 
tioned  could  be  “ the  purpura  of  the  ancients. 0 They  had  fcveral  kinds  of 
fhclls,  which  yielded  the  purple  dye,  but  thefe  were  a!!  rock-fhells.  Earum 
genera  plura,  palulo  it  SOLO  difereta , lib.  ix.  cap.  61.  Exquiruntur  emutt  SCOP U LI 
gatuli  muruibm  at  purpura , lib.  v.  cap.  1.  It  is  equally  clear  and  uncontrovertible 
that  the  figure  and  hardnefs  of  their  purple  fhclls  were  very  different  from  thofc 
of  the  little  helix  janthina.  Purpura  vacatur,  cumculatim  pra  cur  rente  rojlro  et  cuni - 
cuff  latere  intrtrfus  tubulate  qua  prefer atur  lingua,  lib.  ix.  cap.  61  .—Lingua  purpura 
longituJint  digitalis  qua  pafeitur , per  for  an  da  reliqua  conchylia , taut  a DURITIA  a.  idea 
tf,  lib.  ix.  cap.  60 — Precterea  clavatum  rfl  ad  turbinem  ufqut  am',  fit  in  or  Lem  feptenie 
fere,  lib.  ix,  cap.  61.  Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  in  his  voyage  to  Soutb-Amcrica, 
book  IV.  chap.  8.  may  be  confultcd  on  the  fubjeft. 
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On  the  I 9th  we  had  a great  fouthern  fwell,  and  faw  a 
large  whale,  and  likewife  a fiih  of  the  {hark  genus,  of  a 
whitifh  colour,  with  two  dorfal-fins,  and  its  length  about 
eighteen  or  twenty  feet.  As  we  had  been  a confiderable 
time  at  fea,  the  Captain  had  for  fome  weeks  pail  ordered 
four-krout  (or  cabbage  fliccd  and  fermented)  to  be  regular- 
ly ferved  to  the  crew,  at  a pint  per  man  on  meat-days, 
which  was  four  times  a week.  The  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, attentive  to  every  circumilance  which  bids  fair  to 
preferve  the  health  of  feafaring  men,  had  ordered  a very 
confiderable  quantity  of  this  falutary  and  palatable  food  to 
be  put  on  board  both  of  the  fliips,  and  the  event  has 
proved  that  it  is  one  of  the  bed  prophylactics  againit  the 
fea-feurvy. 

On  the  24th,  the  Adventure  being  a great  way  aflern, 
the  captain  ordered  a boat  to  be  hoiiled  out,  and  fevcral 
officers  and  other  gentlemen  went  a (hooting,  which  gave 
us  a frcili  opportunity  of  examining  the  two  forts  of  alba- 
trofles,  and  a large  black  fpecies  of  ihear-watcr,  (procellaria 
aqtunoBiaHs.)  Our  navigation,  which  for  nine  weeks  pail 
had  been  out  of  fight  of  any  land,  began  to  appear  dull 
and  tedious,  and  feemed  to  be  diilreffing  to  many  who 
were  not  ufed  to  an  uniform  reclufe  life  on  board  a ffiip, 
without  any  refreihments  or  variety  of  feenes.  We 
ffiould  have  found  this  long  paffiigc  equally  difagreeablc, 
if  it  had  not  fupplied  us  with  employment  from  time  to 
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time,  and  nurfed  the  hope  of  making  many  intcrcfting 
difcovcrics  relative  to  the  fcience  of  nature. 

On  the  29th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  difeovered  the 
land  of  the  extremity  of  Africa,  covered  with  clouds  and 
fog ; and  feveral  gannet-s  and  fmall  diving-petrels,  toge- 
ther with  fomc  wild  ducks,  came  out  to  fca  from  thence. 
Soon  after  the  land  difappeared  entirely,  and  we  could  not 
fee  it  again  till  thice  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  its 
parts  wete  much  plainer,  though  the  clouds  Hill  involved 
them.  The  wind  blowing  frefli,  and  the  Adventure  being 
a great  way’a-ftern,  we  could  not  venture  to  get  into  the 
Table  bay  during  night,  but  flood  off  and  on  till  the 
next  morning,  having  thick  fqually  weather,  and  heavy 
fhowers  of  rain. 

The  night  was  fcarcely  begun,  when  the  water  all  round 
us  afforded  the  mod  grand  and  afloniflring  fight  than  can 
be  imagined.  As  far  as  we  could  fee  the  wdrole  ocean 
feemed  to  be  in  a blaze.  Every  breaking  wave  had  its 
fummit  illuminated  by  a light  fimilar  to  that  of  phofpho- 
rus,  and  the  fides  of  the  veffel,  coming  in  contact  with 
the  fca,  were  ftrongly  marked  by  a luminous  line.  Great 
bodies  of  light  moved  in  the  water  along  our  fide,  fome- 
times  flower,  fometimes  quicker;  now  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion with  our  courfc,  now  flying  off  from  it ; fomeiimcs 
we  could  clearly  diflinguiflr  their  fliape  to  be  that  of  fi  1-es, 
which  when  they  approached  any  fmallcr  ones,  forced 

thefe 


Digitized  by  Goo^Jc 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


SS 


thcfc  to  haften  away  from  them.  Defirous  of  enquiring 
into  the  caufe  of  this  aftonilhing  phenomenon,  we  pro- 
cured a bucket  full  of  the  illumined  fca-water.  The  mod 
accurate  attention  to  it  proved,  thaj  innumerable  minute 
fparks,  of  a round  fliapc,  communicated  this  luminous 
appearance  to  the  water,  and  moved  about  in  it  with  great 
brifknefs  and  velocity.  After  the  water  had  been  Handing 
for  a little  while,  the  number  of  fparks  feemed  to  dc- 
crcafc ; but  on  being  flirred  again,  the  whole  became  as 
luminous  as  before.  Again,  as  the  water  gradually  fub- 
fided  the  fparks  were  obferved  to  move  in  dircclions  con- 
trary to  the  undulations  of  the  water,  which  they  did  not 
before,  whilft  the  agitation  was  more  violent,  and  feemed 
to  carry  them  along  with  its  own  motions.  We  fufpended 
the  bucket,  to  prevent  its  being  too  much  alTefted  by  the 
motion  of  the  (hip ; the  bright  objcfls  by  this  means  be- 
trayed more  and  more  a voluntary  motion,  independent  of 
the  agitation  of  the  water  caufed  by  our  hands,  or  by  the 
rolling  of  the  veflcl.  The  luminous  appearance  always 
gradually  fubfided,  but  on  the  lead  agitation  of  the  water, 
the  fparkling  was  nenewed,  in  proportion  as  the  motion 
was  encreafed.  As  1 flirred  the  water  with  my  hand,  one 
of  the  luminous  fparks  adhered  to  my  finger.  We  ex- 
amined it  by  the  common  magnifier  of  Mr.  Ramfden’s 
improved  microfcopc,  and  found  it  to  be  globular,  tran- 
fparent  like  a gelatinous  fubftance,  and  fomewhat  brownifh : 
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by  the  greatcft  magnifier  we  difcovered  the  orifice  of  a 
little  tube,  which  entered  the  body  of  this  little  atom, 
within  which  were  four  or  five  inteftine  bags  connected 
with  the  tube.  Having  examined  fcveral  of  them,  which 
had  much  the  fame  appearance,  I endeavoured  to  catch 
fotne  in  water,  and  bring  them  under  the  microfcope  in  a 
concave  glafs,  where  i's  nature  and  organs  might  be 
better  examined : but  thefe  minute  objecls  were  always 
hurt  with  our  touch  befoie  we  could  place  them  in  the 
concave  glafs,  and  when  dead  only  appeared  as  an  indif- 
tinvR  mafs  of  floating  filaments  In  about  two  hours 
time  the  water  had  loft  its  luminous  appearance.  We  had 
another  bucket  full  of  it  drawn  before  that  time,  but  all 
our  attempts  to  catch  one  of  the  little  atoms  in  the  glafs 
proved  ineffeftual.  Accordingly  we  haftened  to  draw  the 
appearance  of  the  firft  globule,  and  to  write  down  our  ob- 
fervations.  The  mod  probable  conje&urc  which  we  could 
form  concerning  thefe  little  atomical  animalcules  was, 
that  they  might  be  the  young  try  of  fome  fpcc!cs  of  me- 
dufa  or  blubber,  though  it  may  likewife  be  pollible,  that 
they  are  beings  of  a diiUnft  genus. 

There  was  a Angularity,  and  a grandeur  in  the  difplay 
of  this  phenomenon,  which  could  not  fail  of  giving  oc- 
cupation to  the  mind,  and  flj iking  it  with  a tevercntial 
awe,  due  to  Omnipotence.  The  ocean  covered  to  a great 
extent,  with  myriads  of  animalcules  ; thefe  little  beings, 
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organized  alive,  endowed  with  locomotive  power,  a qua-  0cruVt», 
lity  of  fliining  whenever  they  pleafe,  of  illuminating 
every  body  with  which  they  come  in  contaft,  and  of  laying 
afidc  their  luminous  appearance  at  pleafure : all  thefe 
ideas  crouded  upon  us,  and  bade  us  admire  the  Creator,  even 
in  his  minuteft  works.  It  is  the  natural  fault  of  young 
people  to  think  too  well  of  mankind  ; but  I hope  I fliall 
not  have  formed  too  favourable  an  opinion  of  my  readers, 
if  I expedi  that  the  generality  will  fympathize  with  me  in 
thefe  feelings,  and  that  none  will  be  found  ignorant  or 
depraved  enough  to  defpife  them. 

Turrigcros  clephantorum  miramur  humeros,  taurorumque  colift  ct  truces  in 
fublimejadus,  tigrium  rapinas,  I con  urn  jubas;  quum  RERi'M  katura  NUsquAM 
magis,  quam  in  minimis  tot  A sit.  Qtiaproptcr  quscfo,  nc  noftra  legentes, 
quoniam  ox  bis  fpernent  multa,  ctiam  relata  faftidio  damnent,  quum  in  contera** 
platione  Naturae  nihil  poflit  vidcri  vacancum.  Plm.  Hilh  Nat.  lib.  xl.  cap.  2. 

The  next  morning,  after  a very  rainy  night,  we  failed  Friday 
into  Table  bay.  The  mountains  at  the  bottom  of  it,  now 
appeared  clear  of  clouds,  and  furprifed  us  with  their  pro- 
digious craggy,  fleep,  and  barren  appearance.  As  we 
advanced  farther  into  the  bay,  we  difeovered  the  town 
at  the  foot  of  the  black  Table  mountain,  and  foon  came 
to  an  anchor.  After  faluting  the  fort,  and  receiving  the 
vifit  of  fevcral  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
company,  we  went  on  fliore  with  captains  Ccok  and 
Furneaux,  being  prepared  to  meet  with  many  new  ac- 
quifitions  to  fcience,  on  a continent  fo  diftant  from  our 
own,  and  fuuated  in  an  oppofite  hcmifpherc. 

Vol,  L I CHAP. 
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Stay  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. — Account  of  that  Settlement. 

E were  no  fooner  landed  than  we  all  went  to  wait 
upon  the  governor,  baron  Joachim  van  Plettenberg, 
a man  of  a very  liberal  education,  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge, whofe  policenefs  and  affability  immediately  gave 
us  a good  opinion  of  him.  From  him  we  proceeded 
to  the  other  members  of  the  council,  and  at  laft  retired 
to  take  up  our  lodgings  at  Mr.  Brand’s,  now  com- 
mander at  Falfc  bay,  whofe  houfe  at  the  Cape  town  is 
commonly  frequented  by  the  Englilh  captains  who  happen 
to  touch  there.  Almoft  every  inferior  officer  of  the  Dutch 
Company’s  government,  the  members  of  the  council  ex- 
cepted, let  their  fupernumerary  apartments  to  the  officers 
and  paffengers  in  the  various  Engliffi,  French,  Danilh,  and 
Swediffi  fhips,  which  annually  put  in  here,  cither  on  their 
voyage  from  or  back  to  Europe. 

We  were  not  a little  pleafed  with  the  contrail  between 
this  colony,  and  the  Tortugucfe  illand  of  St.  Jago.  There 
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we  had  taken  notice  of  a tropical  country,  with  a tolerable 
appearance,  and  capable  of  improvement,  but  utterly  ne- 
gle&ed  by  its  lazy  and  opprefTcd  inhabitants here,  on 
the  contrary,  we  faw  a neat  well-built  town,  all  white, 
riling  in  the  midft  of  a defart,  furrounded  by  broken 
malles  of  black  and  dreary  mountains  ; or  in  other  words, 
the  picture  of  fuccefsful  induftry.  Its  appearance  towards 
the  fea-lidc,  is  not  quite  fo  pi&urelquc  as  that  of  Funchal. 
The  ftore-houfes  of  the  Dutch  Eafl-lndia  company,  are  all 
lituated  nearelt  the  water,  and  the  private  buildings  lie 
beyond  them  on  a gentle  afeent.  The  fort  which  com- 
mands the  road,  is  on  the  call  fide  of  the  town,  but  feems 
not  to  be  of  great  Rrcngth  ; befides  which,  there  are  feveral 
batteries  on  both  fides.  The  llreets  in  the  town  are  broad, 
and  regular  ; all  the  principal  ones  arc  planted  with  oaks, 
and  fome  have  in  their  middle  a canal  of  running  water, 
which  on  account  of  its  fmall  quantity,  they  are  obliged 
to  hufband  by  lluices,  fo  that  parts  of  it  are  fometimes 
entirely  drained,  and  occafion  no  very  plcafant  fmell.  The 
national  character  of  the  Dutch  ftrongly  manifells  itfclf  in 
this  particular-,  their  fcttlemcnts  being  always  fupplied 
with  canals,  though  rcafon  and  common  fenfe  evidently 
prove  their  noxious  influence  on  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants, cfpccially  at  Batavia. 
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Hcrbi,  nec  ingcnuum  vioUrent  raarmora  tophum  I 

JuviNAt. 

The  houfes  are  built  of  brick,  and  many  of  them  are 
white  walhecl  on  the  outfide.  The  rooms  are  in  general 
lofty  and  fpacious,  and  very  airy,  which  the  hot  climate 
requires.  There  is  but  one  church  in  the  whole  town, 
and  that  is  extremely  plain,  and  feems  to  be  rather  too 
fmall  for  the  congregation.  That  fpirit  of  toleration, 
which  has  been  fo  beneficial  to  the  Dutch  government  at 
home,  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  their  colonies.  It  is  but 
very  lately  that  they  have  fufFcrcd  even  the  Lutherans,  to 
build  churches  at  Batavia,  and  at  this  place  j and  at  the 
prefent  time,  a clergyman  of  that  perfuafion  is  not  tole- 
rated at  the  Cape,  but  the  inhabitants  arc  obliged  to  con- 
tent themfelves  with  the  chaplains  of  Danilh  and  Swcdifli 
Eaft-India-mcn,  who  give  them  a fermon,  and  adminfter 
the  facrament  once  or  twice  a year,  and  are  very  hand- 
fomely  rewarded.  The  government,  and  the  inhabitants 
do  not  give  themfelves  the  trouble  to  attend  to  a circum- 
ftance  of  fo  little  confcquence  in  their  eyes,  as  the  re- 
ligion of  their  Haves,  who  in  general  feem  to  have  none 
at  all.  A few  of  them  follow  the  Mahommedan  rite,  and 
weekly  meet  in  a private  houfe  belonging  to  a free  Ma- 
homedan,  in  order  to  read,  or  rather  chaunt  fcvcral  prayers, 
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and  chapters  of  the  Koran.  As  they  have  no  pricft  among 
them,  they  cannot  partake  of  any  other  afts  of  wor- 
fliip  *. 

The  flavcs  belonging  to  the  company,  who  amount  to 
feveral  hundreds,  are  lodged  and  boarded  in  a fpacious- 
houfe  eretted  for  that  purpofe,  where  they  arc  likewifc 
kept  at  work.  Another  great  building  fcrves  as  an  hofpi- 
tal  for  the  failors  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Eaft-lndia  Ihips, 
which  touch  here,  and  commonly  have  prodigious  num- 
bers of  fick  on  board,  on  their  voyage  from  Europe  to- 
wards India.  The  vafl  number  of  men,  fometimes  fix, 
feven,  or  eight  hundred,  which  thefe  fliips  carry  out  to 
fupply  the  military  in  India,  the  fmall  room  to  which 
they  are  confined,  and  the  fhort  allowance  of  water  and 
fait  provifion,  they  receive  on  a long  voyage  through  the 
torrid  zone,  generally  make  confiderable  havock  among 
them : it  is  therefore  no  uncommon  circumftance  at  the 
Cape,  that  a fhip  on  her  pafiage  thither  from  Europe, 
lofes  eighty  or  a hundred  men,  and  fends  between  two 


• We  would  not  be  under  flood  to  throw  an  odium  on  the  Dutch  in  particular, 
when  it  is  well  known  that  the  negroes,  who  wear  the  chains  of  the  Englifh 
and  French,  are  equally  neglected  : it  was  only  intended  to  awaken  a 
fellow-feeling  towards  an  unhappy  race  of  men,  among  the  colonifts  of  all 
nations  ; and  to  remind  them  whilft  they  enjoy,  or  firlvt  to  enjoy  the  ineftimablc 
bleffing  of  liberty,  to  exert  themfclves  in  adh  of  humanity  and  kindnefs,  towards 
thofe  from  whom  they  with-hold  it,  perhaps,  without  remorfe. 
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and  three  hundred  others  dangeroufly  ill  to  the  hofpital. 
A fatit  no  lefs  deplorable  than  certain,  is,  that  the  fmall 
expence  and  facility  with  which  the  ziel-verioopers  actually 
carry  on  their  infamous  trade  of  fupplying  the  India  com- 
pany with  recruits,  makes  them  lefs  attentive  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  health  among  thefc  poor  people.  Nothing  is 
more  common,  in  this  and  other  Dutch  colonies,  than  to 
meet  with  foldiers  in  the  company’s  fervicc  who,  upon 
enquiry,  acknowledge  they  have  been  kidnapped  in  Hol- 
land. There  is  an  apothecary's  flrop  belonging  to  the 
hofpital,  where  the  mod  neceffary  remedies  are  prepared, 
but  no  expcnGve  drug  is  to  be  found  in  it,  and  the  me- 
thod of  adminiftering  to  all  the  patients  indiferiminately 
out  of  two  or  three  huge  bottles,  full  of  different  prepa- 
rations, fufftce  to  convince  us,  that  the  frefla  air  of  the 
land,  and  frefh  provifions  here,  contribute  much  more  to 
the  recovery  of  the  fick,  than  the  Ikill  of  their  phyficians. 
Patients  who  arc  able  to  walk,  are  ordered  to  go  up  and 
down  the  Greets  every  fair  rooming  ; and  all  kinds  of 
greens,  pot-herbs,  fallads,  and  antifcorbutics  are  raifed 
for  their  ufc  in  an  adjacent  garden  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany. Travellers  have  fometimes  praifed  and  fometimes 
depreciated  this  garden,  according  to  the  different  points 
of  view  in  which  it  has  been  confidcred.  It  is  true,  a 
few  regular  walks  of  indifferent  oaks,  encompaflcd  with 
elm  and  myrtle  hedges,  are  not  objects  engaging  enough 
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to  thofe  who  are  ufed  to  admire  the  perfection  of  garden- 
ing in  England,  or  who  contemplate  in  Holland  and  France 
cyprefs,  box,  and  yew  trees  cut  out  into  vafes,  fiatues,  and 
pyramids,  or  charmilhs  turned  into  pieces  of  architecture  ! 
But  conlidering  that  the  trees  were  planted  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  century,  more  for  ufe  than  ornament  ; that 
they  fhelter  the  kitchen-herbs  for  the  liofpital,  again!!  the 
deftruCtive  violence  of  ftorms ; and  that  they  form  the  on- 
ly lhady  and  airy  walks,  comfortable  to  voyagers  and  fick 
perfons  in  this  hot  climate,  I cannot  wonder  that  fome 
fhould  extoll  as  “ a delightful  fpot  what  others  con- 
temptuoufly  call  “ a friar’s  garden  f.” 

The  day  after  our  arrival,  the  aflronomcrs  of  both 
fhips,  Mr.  Wales  and  Mr.  Baily,  fixed  their  inllrumcnts 
afliore,  within  a few  yards  of  the  identical . fpot  where 
Meffrs.  Mafon  and  Dixon  had  formerly  made  their  allro- 
nomical  obfervations.  The  fame  day  we  began  our  bota- 
nical excurlions  in  the  country  about  the  town.  The 
ground  gradually  rifes  on  all  fides  towards  the  three 
mountains  which  lie  round  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  keep- 
ing low  and  level  only  near  the  fea-fide,  and  growing 
fomewhat  marfliy  in  the  illhmus  between  the  Falfe  and 
Table  bays,  where  a fait  rivulet  falls  into  the  latter.  The 

* Commodore  (now  admiral)  Byron.  See  Hawltcfvrarth’i  compilation,  rol  I. 

t M.  de  Bougainville.  See  hjs  Voyage  round  the  World. 
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marfhy  part  has  fome  verdure,  but  is  intermixed  with  a 
great  deal  of  fand.  The  higher  grounds,  which  from  the 
fea  fide  have  a parched  and  dreary  appearance,  are  how- 
ever covered  with  an  immenfe  variety  of  plants,  amongft 
which  arc  a prodigious  number  of  fhrubs,  but  fcarce  one 
or  two  fpecics  that  deferve  the  name  of  trees.  There  are 
alfo  a few  fmall  plantations  wherever  a little  run  of  water 
maidens  the  ground.  Abundance  of  infefts  of  every 
fort,  fcvcral  fpccies  of  lizards,  land-tortoifes,  and  ferpents 
frequent  ihe  dry  (hrubbery,  together  with  a great  variety 
of  fmall  birds.  We  daily  brought  home  ample  colleiflions 
of  vegetables  and  animals,  and  were  much  furprifed  to 
find  a great  number,  efpecially  among  the  latter,  entirely 
unknown  to  natural  hidorians,  though  gathered  in  fields 
adjacent  to  a town,  from  whence  the  cabinets  and  repofi- 
tories  of  all  Europe  have  been  repeatedly  fupplied  with 
numerous  and  valuable  acquifitions  to  the  fcicncc. 

One  of  our  cxcurfions  was  diredled  to  the  Table  moun- 
tain. The  afeent  was  very  deep,  fatiguing,  and  difficult, 
on  account  of  the  number  of  loofe  doncs  which  rolled 
away  under  our  feet.  About  the  middle  of  the  mountain 
we  entered  a bold  grand  chafm,  whofe  walls  are  perpen- 
dicular and  often  impending  rocks,  piled  up  in  drata. 
Small  rills  of  water  oozed  out  of  crevices,  or  fell  from 
precipices  in  drops,  giving  life  to  hundreds  of  plants  and 
low  fhrubs  in  the  chafm.  Another  kind  of  vegetables, 
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growing  on  a drier  foil,  that  fccmed  to  concentrate  their 
juices,  fprcad  a fine  aromatic  fcent,  which  a gentle  breeze 
wafted  towards  us  from  the  chafm.  At  laft,  after  three 
hours  walk,  we  reached  the  fummit  of  the  mountain.  It 
was  neatly  level,  very  barren,  and  bare  of  foil } fevcral 
cavities  were  however  replete  with  rain-water,  or  contain- 
ed a little  vegetable  earth,  from  whence  a few  odoriferous 
plants  drew  their  nourifliment.  Some  antelopes,  howling 
baboons,  folitary  vultures,  and  toads  are  fometimes  to  be 
met  with  on  the  mountain.  The  view  from  thence  is  very 
extenfive  and  pidlurefque.  The  bay  feemed  a fmall  pond 
or  bafon,  and  the  Grips  in  it  dwindled  to  little  boats : the 
town  under  our  feet,  and  the  regular  compartments  of  its 
gardens,  looked  like  the  work  of  children.  The  Lion’s 
Rump  now  feemed  an  inconfiderable  ridge  i we  looked 
down  on  the  fpiry  Lion’s  Head,  and  only  Charles’  Mount 
rofe  as  it  were  in  competition  with  the  Table.  To  the 
northward,  Robbcn  ifland,  the  Blue  hills,  the  Tyger  hills, 
and  beyond  them  a noble  chain  of  mountains,  loftier  than 
that  on  which  we  flood,  bounded  our  view.  A group  of 
broken  rocky  mafles  inclofed  Hout  baay  (Wood  bay)  to 
the  weft,  and  continuing  to  the  fouthward  formed  one  fide 
of  the  Table  bay,  and  terminated  in  the  famous  forny 
cape  which  king  Manoel  of  Portugal  named  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  To  the  fouth-eaft  our  view  extended  acrofs 
the  low  ifthmus  between  the  two  bays ; beyond  it  we 
Vol.  I.  K.  difeerned 
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difccrned  the  colony  of  Hottentot  Holland,  and  the  moun- 
tains about  Stellenbofch ; and  on  this  fide  we  were  delight- 
ed with  a number  of  plantations  inhibited  by  the  vaft 
heath,  and  finely  contrafting  their  verdure  with  the  reft  of 
the  country:  Among  them  we  diftinguifhed  Conftantia, 
famous  in  the  annals  of  modern  epicures.  After  a ftay  of 
two  hours,  finding  the  air  very  cold  and  fharp  on  the 
mountain,  we  defeended,  very  well  pleafed  with  our  ex- 
curtion,  and  amply  rewarded  for  the  toilfomc  part  of  it, 
by  the  beauty  and  extent  of  the  profpetft. 

The  country  on  the  S.  E.  fide  of  the  Table  mountain  at- 
tra&cd  our  particular  attention,  on  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  plantations  on  the  Hoping  grounds,  and  the  variety 
of  plants  which  that  part  produced.  Its  appearance,  efpe- 
cially  near  the  hills,  is  the  plcafantefl  on  this  fide  of  the 
ifthmus.  By  the  fide  of  every  little  rivulet  a plantation  is 
fituated,  confiding  of  vineyards,  corn-fields,  and  gardens, 
and  commonly  furrounded  with  oaks  from  ten  to  twenty 
feet  high,  which  enliven  the  country,  and  afford  fhelter 
againft  florins.  The  late  governor  Tulbagh,  w ho  is  look- 
ed upon  as  a father  to  this  colony,  rebuilt  feveral  houfes 
and  gardens  here,  for  the  ufe  of  the  governors,  at  Ronde- 
bofeh  and  Nieuw-land.  They  are  plain,  and  have  nothing 
particular  to  recommend  them,  but  that  they  are  kept  in 
the  bell  order,  confift  of  (hady  walks,  and  arc  well  fup- 
plied  with  water.  The  company’s  granges  or  fheds  arc 
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alfo  ereCted  hereabouts;  and  a little  farther  on  there  is  a 
brewery,  belonging  to  a private  man,  who  has  the  exclu- 
five  privilege  of  brewing  beer  for  the  Cape.  In  a fine  val- 
ley, on  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  lies  the  plantation  called 
Paradife,'  remarkable  for  its  delightful  grove,  and  for  pro- 
ducing fevcral  fruits,  cfpecially  fuch  as  belong  to  tropical 
climates,  which  come  to  great  perfection  there.  Alphcn, 
the  feat  of  Mr.  Kerflc,  (at  that  time  commander  in  Falfe 
bay)  was  the  boundary  of  our  cxcurfions  on  this  fide.  We 
were  here  received  with  real  hofpitality,  which  our  worthy 
holt  had  brought  from  Germany,  his  native  country. 
During  a few  days  it  was  the  centre  of  our  botanical  ram- 
bles, which  always  furniflied  us  with  an  abundant  har- 
veft,  and  gave  us  the  greateft  apprehenfions  that  with  all 
our  efforts,  we  alone  would  be  unequal  to  the  talk  of  col- 
lecting, deferibing,  drawing,  and  preferving  (all  at  the 
fame  time)  fuch  multitudes  of  fpccics,  in  countries  where 
every  one  we  gathered  would  in  all  probability  be  a non- 
defeript.  It  was  therefore  of  the  utmoft  importance,  if  we 
meant  not  to  neglect  any  branch  of  natural  knowledge,  to 
endeavour  to  find  an  afliflant  well  qualified  to  go  hand 
and  hand  with  us  in  our  undertakings.  Wc  were  fortu- 
nate enough  to  meet  with  a man  of  fcience,  Dr.  Sparrman, 
at  this  place,  who  after  fludying  under  the  father  of  bo- 
tany, the  great  Sir  Charles  Linnc,  had  made  a voyage  to 
China,  and  another  to  the  Cape  in  purfuit  of  knowledge. 

K.  2 The 
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The  idea  of  gathering  the  treafures  of  nature  in  countries 
hitherto  unknown  to  Europe,  filled  his  mind  fo  entirely, 
that  he  immediately  engaged  to  accompany  us  on  our 
circumnavigation  ; in  the  courfe  of  which,  I am  proud  to 
fay,  we  have  found  him  an  cnthufiafl  in  his  fciencc,  well 
verfed  in  medical  knowledge,  and  endowed  with  a heart 
capable  of  the  warmeil  feelings,  and  worthy  of  a philofo- 
pher.  But  far  from  meeting  with  fuch  great  difeoveries 
in  natural  hiftory,  as  had  been  made  in  Lieut.  Cook’s  firft 
voyage  on  a new  continent  *,  wc  were  obliged  to  content 
ourfelves  with  the  produce  of  a few  fmall  iilands,  which 
wc  could  imperfectly  inveftigate  in  the  fliort  fpaccs  of  fome- 
times  a few  hours,  or  a few  days,  or  to  the  utmoft  of  a few 
weeks,  in  unfavourable  fcafons. 

During  our  flay  at  the  Cape,  the  people  on  board  our 
fhip  fet  up  the  rigging,  ferubbed  and  payed  the  fides, 
and  took  in  ftorc  fomc  brandy  and  other  neceflary  articles 
of  provifion  for  the  crew,  together  with  feveral  flieep  for- 
the  captains  and  officers.  Several  rams  and  ewes  were 
likewife  brought  aboard,  intended  as  prefents  to  the  natives 
of  the  South-Sea  } but  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and  our 
run  to  the  frozen  zone,  reduced  them  fo  much,  that  this 
ufcful  purpofe  was  entirely  defeated.  In  order  to  purfue 
our  refearches  after  natural  knowledge,  with  greater  cer- 
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rainty  of  fucccfs,  we  likewife  bought  a watcrfpaniel  here, 
in  hopes  that  this  animal  would  prove  ufeful  in  fetching 
any  game  which  fell  out  of  our  reach.  It  was  with  great 
difficulty  we  could  meet  with  one,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
pay  an  exhorbitant  price  for  it ; though  it  afterwards  proved 
of  little  fcrvice.  It  may  feem  fupetfluous  to  mention  fo 
trifling  an  occurrence  as  this,  but  L believe  it  is  hardly 
imagined,  how  great  a number  of  little  objc&s  are  to  be 
attended  to  among  many  weightier  concerns,  by  a traveller 
who  means  to  improve  his  time  to  the  utmofl  advantage. 

On  the  2 2d  we  brought  all  our  baggage  on  board,  and 
the  fame  day  we  failed  from  Table  bay.  Previous  to  the 
mention  of  farther  occurrences,  I ffiall  here  endeavour  to 
give  a fuctinft  account  of  the  ftate  of  this  Dutch  colony, 
which  it  is  hoped  will  afford  fatisfa&ory  inflruflion  to  my 
readers. 

The  foutliermoft  extremity  of  Africa,  circumnavigated 
fo  early  as  the  rimes  of  the  Egyptian  king  Necho,  and 
again  in  the  reign  of  Ptolemocus  Lathyrus*,  was  once  more 


• The  proofs  of  this  aflertion  are  enumerated  in  Schmidt  Opufc.  diJT.  iv.  dt 
cmnttrc,  & navigation.  /Egyptian  p.  160.  and  more  fully  in  Schldzer  Handlungs 
Gcfchichte  (or  Hifiory  of  Commerce)  p.  300.  Herodotus  exprefsly  fays, 
that  Africa  is  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  that  this  was  found  out  by  fome  Phoe- 
nician mariners  fent  out  for  that  purpofe  by  Pharaoh  Necho  from  the  Red  Sea, 
who  returned  by  the  Mediterranean,  lib.  »v.  cap.  42.  Strabo,  lib.  ifc  alfo 
mentions  the  expedition  of  one  Eudoxus  round  Africa,  in  the  reign  of  Ptolemy 
Lathyrus;  and  according  to  Pliny,  the  Carthaginians  likewife  have  explored 
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difcovcrcd  in  later  times,  by  Bartolomeo  Diaz,  a Portuguefe 
navigator,  in  the  year  1487.  Vafco  de  Gama  was  the  firft 
who  made  a voyage  to  India  round  it  in  1497,  which  w'as 
looked  upon  as  a kind  of  prodigy.  It  remained  however 
uftlcfs  to  Europeans  till  the  year  1650,  when  Van- Riebeck, 
a Dutch  furgeon,  firft  faw  the  advantage  that  would  ac- 
crue to  the  Eaft-India  Company  in  Holland,  from  a fettle— 
ment  at  fo  convenient  a diftance  both  from  home  and 
from  India.  The  colony  which  he  founded,  has  ever  ftnee 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch,  and  increafed  in 
value  for  a confulcrable  time  after  his  dcccafe. 

The  governor  depends  immediately  upon  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  and  has  the  rank  of  an  Edele  Hur,  the  title 
given  to  the  members  of  the  fupreme  council  of  Batavia, 
lie  prefides  here  over  a council  confiding  of  the  fecond, 
or  deputy  governor,  the  fifeal,  the  major  "(who  commands 
the  fort),  the  fecretary,  the  rreafurer,  the  comptroller  of 
provifions,  the  comptroller  of  liquors,  and  the  book  keeper  j 
each  of  which  has  a branch  of  the  Company’s  commerce 
alligncd  to  his  care.  This  council  has  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  the  civil  and  military  departments,  but  the  de- 
puty governor  prefides  over  another,  named  the  court  of 

the  co;»ft  of  that  continent.  Hift.  Nat.  lib.  ii.  cap.  67,  Et  Ilanns,  Carthaginis 
potenti a jhratte,  circumvifius  a Gudibus  ad  Jinan  Arabia,  navigationtm  tarn  pradtdlt 
feript,. 
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juftice,  which  tries  all  offences  anti  crimes,,  ami  confifls  of 
fomc  of  the  members  of  the  former  ; but  no  two  relations 
can  fit  and  have  vote  in  the  fame  council,  to  prevent  the 
influence  of  parties. 

The  income  of  the  governor  is  very  confiderable,  for 
befidcs  a fixed  appointment,  and  the  ufe  of  houfes,  gardens, 
proper  furniture,  and  every  thing  that  belongs  to  his  table, 
he  receives  about  ten  dollars  for  every  leagre  of  wine 
which  the  Company  buy  of  the  farmer,  in  order  to  be 
exported  to  Ratavia.  The  company  allows  the  fum  of 
forty  dollars  for  each  leagre,  of  which  the  farmer  receives 
but  twenty- four  ; what  remains  is  fliarcd  between  the  go- 
vernor, and  fecond  or  deputy,  the  former  taking  two  thirds, 
which  fometimes  are  faid  to  amount  to  4000  dollars  per 
annum.  The  fecond  governor  has  the  dirc&ion  of  the 
company's  whole  commerce  here,  and  figns  all  orders  to 
the  different  departments  under  him,  as  well  as  the 
governor  to  others.  He  and  the  fifeal  have  the  rank  of 
upper  hopman.  The  fifeal  is  at  the  head  of  the  police,  and 
fees  the  penal  laws  put  in  execution  ; his  income  confifts 
of  fines,  and  of  the  duties  laid  on  certain  articles  of  com- 
merce, but  if  he  be  ftritff  in  exacting  them,  he  is  univerfally 
detefted.  The  found  policy  of  the  Dutch  have  likewife 
found  it  neceffary  to  place  the  fifeal  as  a check,  co  over-awe 
the  other  officers  of  the  company,  that  they  may  not 
counteract  the  interefts  of  their  mailers,  or  infringe  .the 

laws 
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Iaw3  of  the  mother  country.  He  is  to  that  end,  common- 
ly well  verfed  in  juridical  affairs,  and  depends  folely  upon 
the  mother  country.  The  major  (at  prefent  Mr.  Von  Prehn, 
who  received  us  with  great  politenefs)  has  the  rank  of 
hopman  or  merchant:  this  circumftance  furprifes  a ftrangcr, 
who  in  all  other  European  Hates,  is  ufed  to  fee  military 
honours  confer  diftinftion  and  precedence,  and  appears  Hill 
more  Angular  to  one  who  knows  the  contrail  in  this  par- 
ticular between  Holland  and  Ruflia,  where  the  idea  of  mi- 
litary rank  is  annexed  to  every  place,  even  that  of  a 
profeffor  at  the  univeriity.  The  number  of  regular  fol- 
diers  at  this  colony  amounts  to  about  700,  of  which  400 
form  the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  near  the  Cape  town.  The 
inhabitants  capable  of  bearing  arms  form  a militia  of 
4000  men,  of  whom  a confiderable  part  may  be  affembled 
in  a few  hours,  by  means  of  fignals  made  from  alarm 
places  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  We  may  from 
hence  make  fomc  ciUmate  of  the  number  of  white  people 
in  this  colony,  which  is  at  prefent  fo  extenfive,  that  the 
diilant  fettlemcnts  arc  above  a month’s  journey  from  the 
Cape  ; but  thefc  remote  parts  lie  fometimes  more  than  * 
day's  journey  from  each  other,  are  furrounded  by  various 
nations  of  Hottentots,  and  too  frequently  feel  the  want  of 
protection  from  their  own  government  at  that  diftance. 
The  Haves  in  the  colony  are  at  leaH  in  the  proportion  of 
live  or  more,  to  one  white  perfon.  The  principal  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  at  the  Cape  have  Sometimes  from  20  to  30  Caves, 
which  are  in  general  treated  with  great  lenity,  and  fonte- 
times  become  favourites  with  their  mailers,  who  give 
them  very  good  cloathing,  but  oblige  them  to  wear  neither 
fhocs  nor  flockings,  referving  thefe  articles  to  thcmfelves. 
The  Caves  are  chiefly  brought  from  Madagascar,  and  a 
little  veflll  annually  goes  from  the  Cape  thither  on  that 
trade  ; there  are  however,  befides  them,  a number  of  Ma- 
lays and  Bengalefe,  and  fome  negroes.  The  colonifis 
themfelves  are  for  the  grcatcll  part  Germans,  with  fome 
families  of  Dutch,  and  fome  of  French  proteflants.  The 
character  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  is  mixed.  They 
arc  induflrious,  but  fond  of  good  living,  hofpitable,  and 
Sociable  •,  though  accuflomcd  to  hire  their  apartments  to 
ftrangers*,  for  the  time  they  touch  at  this  Settlement,  and 
ufed  to  be  complimented  with  rich  prefents  of  fluffs,  See. 
by  the  officers  of  merchant  fliips.  They  have  no  great 
opportunities  of  acquiring  knowledge,  there  being  no 
public  Schools  of  note  at  the  Cape ; their  young  men  are 
therefore  commonly  font  to  Holland  for  improvement,  and 
their  female  education  is  too  much  ncgle&ed.  A kind  of 
diflike  to  reading,  and  the  want  of  public  amufements, 
make  their  conversation  unintcrefling  and  too  frequently 

* The  terms  arc  mentioned  in  Lieut.  Cook's  Voyage.  See  irawkcfworlh’s 
compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  y83.  The  members  of  the  council  arc  an  exception 
m this  retpclt. 
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turn  it  upon  fcandal,  which  is  commonly  carried  to  a 
degree  of  inveteracy  peculiar  to  little  towns.  The  French, 
Englifli,  Portuguefc,  and  Malay  languages  are  very  com- 
monly fpoken,  and  many  of  the  ladies  have  acquired 
them.  This  circumilancc,  together  with  the  accomplifh- 
ments  of  finging,  dancing,  anil  playing  a tune  cn  the  lute, 
frequently  united  in  an  agreeable  perfon,  make  amends 
for  the  want  of  refined  manners  and  delicacy  of  fentiment. 
There  are  however  among  the  principal  inhabitants,  per- 
fons  of  both  fexes,  whofe  whole  deportment,  extenfive 
reading,  and  well-cultivated  underflanding  would  be  ad- 
mired and  dillinguilhcd  even  in  Europe  *.  Their  circum- 
llanccs  are  in  general  eafy,  and  often  very  affluent,  on 
account  of  the  cheap  rate  at  which  the  neceffliries  of  life 
are  to  be  procured  ; but  they  fcldom  amafs  fuch  pro- 
digious riches  here  as  at  Batavia,  and  I was  told  the 
grcatcll  private  fortune  at  the  Cape  did  not  exceed  one 

• Among  them  wc  cannot  in  juftice  avoid  mentioning  the  governor,  Baron 
Joachim  von  Plcttenbcrg,  a gentleman  whofe  hofpitality  and  affability  do  great 
honour  to  him  and  his  nation ; Mr.  Hemmy,  fccond  governor,  and  his  family  j. 
Mr.  Von  Prchn,  the  major  ; Mr.  Bcrgh  the  fccrctary,  a man  of  fcicncc,  of  a 
noble,  philofophic  turn  of  mind,  with  a family  who  diftinguifli  themfclves  in 
every  mental  and  bodily  accomplilbmcnt,  above  the  whole  riling  generation  of 
the  Cape  j Mr.  Kcrrte,  Mr.  dc  Wit,  and  our  worthy  hoft  Mr.  Chrirtophcl 
Brand,  commander  of  the  Port  at  Falfc  Bay,  with  all  their  families.  It  is  a 
real  fatisfa&ion  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  valuable  members  of  focicty,  and 
friends  to  mankind. 
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hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  about  twenty-two  tlioufand  Noi't7’‘;„ 
five  hundred  pounds  ftcrling. 

The  farmers  in  the  country  are  very  plain  hofpitablc 
people;  but  thofe  who  dwell  in  the  remoteft  fcttlements 
field  <m  come  to  town,  and  are  faid  to  be  very  ignorant; 
this  may  eafily  be  conceived,  bccaufe  they  have  no  better 
company  than  Hottentots,  their  dwellings  being  often 
fcvcral  days  journey  afunder,  which  mud  in  a great  mca- 
fure  preclude  all  intercourfc.  The  vine  is  cultivated  in 
plantations  within  the  compafs  of  a few  days  journey 
from  the  town ; which  were  eftabliflied  by  the  fird  colo- 
nids,  and  of  which  the  ground  was  given  in  perpetual 
property  to  them  and  their  heirs.  The  company  at  prc- 
fenc  never  part  with  the  property  of  the  ground,  but  let  ' 
the  furface  to  the  farmer  for  an  annual  rent,  which, 
though  extremely  moderate,  being  only  twenty-five  dollars 
for  fixty  acres  *,  yet  docs  not  give  fufficient  encourage- 
ment to  plant  vineyards.  The  didant  fettlcmcnts  therefore 
chiefly  raife  corn  and  rear  cattle ; nay  many  of  the  ficttlcrs 
entirely  follow  the  latter  branch  of  rudick  employment, 
and  fonte  have  very  numerous  flocks.  We  were  told 
there  were  two  farmers  who  had  each  fifteen  thoufand 
, flitep,  and  oxen  in  proportion ; and  fcvcral  who  poflefled 

4 Each  acre  of  fix  hundred  and  Hxty-fix  fquarc  Rhynland  roods,  the  rood  of 
twelve  feet.  The  proportion  of  the  Rhynland  foot  to  the  EngliHi  is  about  one 
hundred  and  fixcccn  to  one  hundred  and  twenty. 
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fix  or  eight  thoufand  (beep,  of  which  they  drive  great 
droves  to  town  every  year ; but  lions  and  buffaloes,  and 
the  fatigue  of  the  journey,  defiroy  numbers  of  their  cat- 
tle before  they  can  bring  them  fo  far.  They  commonly 
take  their  families  with  them  in  large  waggons  covered 
with  linen  or  leather,  fpread  over  hoops,  and  drawn  by 
eight,  ten,  and  fomciimes  twelve  pair  of  oxen.  They 
bring  butter,  mutton- tallow,  the  flclh  and  fkins  of  fea- 
cows  (hippopotamus),  together  with  lion  and  rhinoceros’ 
fkins,  to  fell.  They  have  fcvcral  Haves,  and  commonly  en- 
gage in  their  fervice  feveral  Hottentots  of  the  poorer  fort, 
and  (as  we  were  told)  of  the  tribe  called  Bofchemans  or 
Bufhmen,  who  have  no  cattle  of  their  own,  but  common- 
ly fubfift  by  hunting  or  by  committing  depredations  on 
their  neighbours.  The  opulent  farmers  fet  up  a young 
beginner  by  intruding  to  his  care  a flock  of  four  or  five 
hundred  fhcep,  which  he  leads  to  a diilant  fpot,  where  he 
finds  plenty  of  good  grafs  and  water;  the  one  half  of  all 
the  lambs  which  are  yeaned  fall  to  his  fliare,  by  which 
means  he  foon  becomes  as  rich  as  his  bencfaiffor. 

Though  the  Dutch  company  feem  evidently  to  difeourage 
all  new  fcttlers,  by  granting  no  lands  in  private  property, 
yet  the  produces  of  the  country  have  of  late  years  fufiiced 
not  only  to  fupply  the  Ides  of  France  and  Bourbon  with 
corn,  but  likewife  to  furnilh  the  mother  country  with  fe- 
vcral  fliip  loads.  Thcfc  exports  would  certainly  be  made 
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at  an  eafier  rate  ilian  at  ptefent,  if  the  fcttlements  did  not 
extend  fo  far  into  tlie  country,  from  whence  the  products 
mull  be  brought  to  the  Table  bay  by  land  carriage,  on 
roads  which  are  almofl  impallable.  The  intermediate 
fpaccs  of  uncultivated  land  between  the  different  fettle-* 
ments  are  very  extenfivc,  and  contain  many  fpots  fit  for 
agriculture  ; but  one  of  the  chief  rcafons  why  the  colonids’ 
are  fo  much  divided  and  fcattered  throughout  the  country, 
is  to  be  met  with  in  another  regulation  of  the  company,, 
which  forbids  every  new  fcttlcr  to  cdablifli  himfclf  within 
a mile  of  another.  It  is  evident  that  if  this  fcttlemcnt 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  commonwealth,  it  would  have 
attained  to  a great  population,  and  a degree  of  opulence 
and  fplcndor,  of  which  it  has  not  the  lead  hopes  at  pre- 
fent:  But  a private  company  of  Eall-India  merchants  find 
their  account  much  better  in  keeping  all  the  landed  pro- 
perty to  themfclves,  and  tying  down  the  colonill,  left  he 
Ihould  become  too  great  and  powerful. 

The  wines  made  at  the  Cape  are  of  the  grcatell  variety 
poflible.  The  bed,  which  is  made  at  M.  Vandcr  Spy’s 
plantation  of  Condantia,  is  fpoken  of  in  Europe,  more 
by  report  than  from  real  knowledge ; thirty  leagres  * at 
the  utmofl  arc  annually  raifed  of  this  kind,  and  each 
leagre  fells  for  about  fifty  pounds  on  the  fpot.  The  vines 
from  which  it  is  made  were  originally  brought  from 

* A.lcagrc  contains  about  one  hundred  and  eight  gallons,  or  a pipe. 
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Shiraz  in  Perfia.  Several  other  forts  grow  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  that  plantation,  which  produce  a fweet  rich 
wine,  that  generally  paiTcs  for  genuine  Conftantia  in 
Europe.  French  plants  of  burgundy,  mufeade,  and  fron- 
tignan  have  likewife  been  tried,  and  have  fuccccded  ex- 
tremely well,  fometimes  producing  wines  fuperior  to  thofe 
of  the  original  foil.  An  excellent  dry  wine,  which  has  a 
flight  agreeable  tartnefs,  is  commonly  drank  in  the  prin- 
cipal families,  and  is  made  of  Madeira  vines  tranfplanted 
to  the  Cape.  Several  low  forts,  not  entirely  difagreeable, 
are  railed  in  great  plenty,  and  fold  at  a very  cheap  rate, 
fo  that  the  failors  of  the  Eafl-India  (hips  commonly  in- 
dulge thcmfelvcs  very  plentifully  in  them  whenever  they 
come  afhore. 

The  produfts  of  the  country  fupply  with  provifions  the 
fltips  of  all  nations  which  touch  at  the  Cape.  Corn,  flour, 
bifeuit,  falted  beef,  brandy,  and  wine  are  to  be  had  in 
abundance,  and  at  moderate  prices  ; and  their  frefh  greens, 
fine  fruits  *,  good  mutton  and  beef,  are  excellent  reflora- 
tives  to  fcamen  who  have  made  a long  voyage.  The  cli- 
mate is  likewife  fo  healthy,  that  the  inhabitants  are  rarely 
troubled  with  complaints,  and  ftrangers  foon  recover  of 
the  feurvy  and  other  diftempers.  The  winters  at  the  Cape 
are  fo  mild  that  they  hardly  ever  have  ice  about  the 
town : but  on  the  mountains,  and  efpecially  thofe  far  in 

* Their  grapes  anJ  oranges  arc  fomc  of  the  beft  in  the  world. 
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the  country,  they  have  hard  frods  with  fnow  and  hail 
dorms  ; nay  a drong  fouth-eaderly  dorm  fometimes 
brings  on  a frod  during  night  even  in  the  month  of 
November,  which  is  their  fpring.  The  only  inconveni- 
ence which  they  frequently  fuffer  are  colds,  brought  on 
by  the  frequent  change  of  air  from  drong  winds,  to  which 
the  Cape  is  fubject  at  all  fcafons.  But  notwithflanding 
the  hear,  which  is  fometimes  exceflive,  the  inhabitants  of 
Dutch  origin  feem  to  have  preferved  their  native  habit  of 
body,  and  both  fexes  arc  remarkably  corpulent,  to  which 
their  good  living  may  greatly  contribute. 

The  Hottentots  or  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
try, have  retired  into  the  interior  parts,  and  their  neared 
kraal  or  village,  is  about  a hundred  miles  from  the  Cape 
town.  From  thence  they  fometimes  come  down  with  their 
own  cattle,  or  attend  the  Dutch  farmers  who  conduit  their 
docks  to  town  for  fale.  We  had  no  opportunity  to  make 
new  obfervations  upon  them,  as  we  only  faw  a few  in- 
dividuals, in  whom  we  could  not  difeern  any  peculiarities 
but  fuch  as  have  already  been  deferibed  by  Peter  Kolben, 
in  his  Prefent  State  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  See.  The 
circumdantial  accounts  given  by  this  intelligent  man, 
have  been  confirmed  to  us  by  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  town.  It  is  true,  that  he  has  been  mifin- 
formed  in  regard  to  fome  circumdances  ; and  that  others, 
chiefly  relative  to  the  colony,  have  at  prefent  another  ap- 
peal ancc- 
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pcarancc  than  in  his  time:  but  he  flill  remains  the  bed 
author  that  can  be  confultcd  on  the  fubjeifl,  and  as  fuch 
we  will  venture  to  refer  our  readers  to  him. 

Vc  have  had  an  occafion  to  obferve  fevcral  facts  al- 
ledgcd  in  Kolbcn,  and  we  likewife  find  them  mentioned 
in  Lieutenant  Cook’s  voyage.  Sec  Ilawkefworth's  com- 
pilation Vol.  111.  p.  7S9,  £<c.  The  Abbe  de  la  Caille,  an 
aflronomer,  in  the  account  of  his  voyage,  which  was  pub- 
liflicd  foon  after  his  death,  has  endeavoured  to  ruin  the 
credit  of  Kolbcn's  book,  without  giving  us  any  thing  better 
in  its  (lead.  We  fiiould  not  have  ventured  to  mention  fo 
ftipcrficial  a performance,  as  that  of  the  Abbe,  were  it  not 
ncccflary  to  vindicate  from  his  afperfions,  the  charatflcr  of 
Kolbcn,  as  a faithful  and  accurate  obferver.  The  Abbe 
lived  with  a family  at  the  Cape,  who  were  of  a party  di- 
rectly oppofite  to  that  which  had  fupported  Kolbcn.  He 
daily  heard  invectives  againft  him,  and  never  failed  to 
write  them  down,  in  order  to  give  himfclf  importance 
at  the  cxpcncc  of  the  other, 

Tsui  n’aura  dVprit 

Ilors  nous  ct  nos  amis.  Boileav. 

The  extremity  of  Africa  towards  the  fouth  is  a mafs  of 
high  mountains,  of  which  the  outermofi  arc  black,  craggy, 
ar.d  barren,  confiding  of  a coarfe  granite,  which  contains 
no  heterogeneous  parts,  fuch  as  petrified  (hells,  See.  nor 
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any  volcanic  productions.  The  cultivated  fpots  which  we 
faw  had  a fliff  clay  mixed  with  a little  fand  and  fmall 
pieces  of  done  ; but  the  plantations  towards  Falfc  bay  ate 
almoft  entirely  on  a fandy  foil.  The  colony  of  Stellcn- 
bofeh  is  faid  to  have  the  moil  fertile  foil  of  all  at  the  Cape, 
and  the  different  plantations  thrive  there  incomparably  bet- 
ter than  any  where  elfc,  particularly  the  European  oaks, 
which  are  faid  to  have  attained  a confiderable  height  and 
flourifhing  appearance,  whilft  they  do  not  feem  to  fucceed 
near  the  town,  where  the  tailed  we  faw  was  not  above 
thirty  feet  high.  The  interior  mountains  arc  certainly 
metallic,  and  contain  iron  and  copper;  fpecimcns  of  ores 
of  both  kinds  were  fhewn  to  us  by  Mr.  Hcmmy,  and  fome 
tribes  of  Hottentots  melt  both  thefe  metah ; from  whence 
we  may  conclude,  that  the  ores  they  employ  muff  be  rich 
and  eafy  of  fulioh.  Hot  fprings  arc  likewife  found  at 
feveral  places  in  the  interior  country  ; and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Cape  Town  refort  to  one  of  them  at  the  didance  of 
about  three  days  journey,  which  is  famous  for  curing  cu- 
taneous and  other  didempers,  and  is  probably  of  a fulphu- 
rcous  nature. 

The  variety  of  plants  in  this  country  is  furprifing.  In 
the  little  time  wc  ftaid  there,  we  obferved  feveral  new  fpe- 
cies  growing  in  the  environs  of  the  town,  where  wc  fhould 
lead  have  cxpcdlcd  them.  And  though  the  collcdlions  of 
former  botanifts  from  hence  are  very  ample,  yet  Dr. 

Vol.  I.  M Spark m a v 
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Sparrman  and  the  learned  Dr.  TiIukberg  * have  gathered 
above  a thoufand  fpecies  entirely  unknown  before.  The 
animal  kingdom  is  proportionably  rich  in  the  variety  of 
its  produ<5tions.  The  greateft  quadrupeds,  the  elephant, 
the  rhinoceros,  and  the  giraffe  or  camelopard,  inhabit  this 
extremity  of  Africa ; the  two  firft  were  formerly  found  within 
fifty  miles  of  the  Cape,  but  have  been  fo  much  purfued 
and  hunted,  that  they  arc  rarely  feen  at  prefent  within 
many  days  journey.  The  rhinoceros  particularly  is  fo 
fcarcc,  that  the  government  have  iffued  an  order  to  pre- 
vent its  being  entirely  extirpated.  The  hippopotamus, 
there  called  a fea-cow,  which  formerly  ufed  to  come  as  far 
as  Saldanha  bay,  is  likewife  fo  feldom  feen  at  prefent, 
that  none  mult  be  killed  within  a confiderable  diftance  of 
the  Cape.  Its  meat  is  eaten  here,  and  reckoned  a great 
dainty : the  tafte  in  my  opinion  is  that  of  coarfe  beef,  buc 
rite  fat  rather  rcfcmblcs  marrow.  This  animal  feeds  en- 
tirely cn  vegetables,  and  we  were  told  can  only  dive  a 


• An  eminent  difciple  of  Linne,  who  after  arranging  and-clafling  Dr. 
Burmann's  hcrbals  at  Leyden,  ftudied  botany  during  three  years  at  the  Cape, 
and  having  made  immenfe  acquifitions  to  fcicnce,  was  fent  to  Batavia,  at  the 
expence  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  company,  in  order  to  proceed  to  Japan  in 
1775.  The  fame  gentleman  was  fo  obliging,  at  Dr.  Sparrman’s  requeft,  to. 
take  with  him,  on  one  of  his  excurftons,  Francis  Maflon,  employed  in  the  Royal 
garden  at  Kcw,  who  had'  been  fent  to  the  Cape  on  board  the  Refolution,  in  order 
to  colled  live  plants  and  feeds  for  the  botanical  garden.  Under  Dr.  Thunberg’s 
kind  guidance,  who  pointed  out  to  him  what  was  worthy  of  notice,  he  has. 
made  and  brought  home  an  ample  collection. 
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(hort  fpace,  not  exceeding  thirty  yards.  The  wild  buffalo 
is  another  huge  quadruped,  which  now  inhabits  the  more 
remote  fettlements  of  the  Cape,  and  is  faid  to  have  prodi- 
gious ftrength  and  ferocity.  Its  horns  refembles  thofe  of 
the  American  wild  ox  (bifin),  and  are  reprefented  in  the 
ixth  vol.  of  M.  de  Buffon’s  Natural  Hiftory.  They  often 
attack  the  farmers  travelling  in  the  country,  and  kill 
many  of  their  cattle,  which  they  trample  upon  with  their 
feet.  Dr.  Thunberg  loll  his  horfes  in  one  of  thefe  ren- 
counters, and  his  fellow-traveller,  the  Dutch  company’s 
gardener,  narrowly  efcaped  between  two  trees.  A young 
one,  about  three  years  old,  belonging  to  the  fecond  gover- 
nor, was  put  before  a waggon,  with  fix  tame  oxen,  but 
his  ftrength  was  fuch  that  they  could  not  move  him  out 
of  his  place  *.  Belides  this  there  is  another  fpecies  of 
wild  ox,  called  by  the  natives  gnoo,  which  has  Render 
horns,  a mane,  and  brufhes  of  hair  on  the  nofc  and  wat- 
tles, and  in  the  (lender  make  of  its  limbs  feems  to  refera- 
ble an  horfe  or  an  antelope,  more  than  its  cogeneric  ani- 
mals. This  fpecies  we  have  drawn  and  described,  and  it 
has  been  brought  over  to  the  menagerie  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange.  Africa  has  always  been  known  as  the  country  of 

• We  fhould  have  gone  into  the  country  to  fee  this  animal,  but  we  only 
beard  of  it  the  day  before  our  departure.  This  feems  to  be  the  animal  men- 
tioned by  dc  Manet,  Nouvelle  Hiftoiredc  l’Afrique  Fran^oife,  tome  ii.  p.  129* 
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the  beautiful  genus  of  gazelles  or  antelopes  *,  and  the 
different  names  which  have  been  improperly  given  to  its 
fpecies,  have  hitherto  not  a little  contributed  to  obfeure 
our  knowledge  of  them.  A number  of  the  fierceft  beads 
of  prey  likewife  infeft  the  Cape,  and  the  colonifls  can  never 
be  at  fuflicient  pains  to  extirpate  them.  Lions,  leopards, 
tygcr-cats,  ftriped  and  fpotted  hyaenas,  (Pennant’s  Syn.  of 
Quadr.)  jackals,  and  feveral  others,  live  on  the  numerous 


* We  can  only  except  a few  fpecies  found  in  India,  and  other  parts  of 
Afia,  and  one  in  Europe.  The  different  fpecies  at  the  Cape  are  remarkable, 
fomc  for  the  elegance  of  their  fhape,  fomc  for  their  colours,  their  horns,  or  their 
fize.  The  Coodoo,  or  Kolben’s  beck  cbnt  rumen  (goat  without  a name),  from 
whence  the  name  of  M.  dc  Button's  Condoma  is  probably  derived,  is  the  ttrep- 
ficeros  of  Linnc  and  Pallas,  and  its  height  is  that  of  a horfe.  Its  leaps  arc  faid 
to  be  of  an  aftonilhing  height.  The  Cape  elk  of  Kolben,  Pallas’s  anulcfit  oryx,. 
is  about  the  fize  of  a ttag.  The  benle  beck  is  the  A.  feripta  of  Dr.  Pallas.  The 
antelope  which  they  improperly  call  a hart  or  flag  at  the  Cape,  is  the  A.  bubalis 
of  Pallas,  The  Egyptian  antelope,  Linne’s  and  Pallas’s  gazclla,  and  M.  dc 
Button’s  fiafan , is  here  called  gems -bock  or  chamois,  which  it  does  not  in  the 
lead  referable.  The  blue  antelope,  Iblauure  beck)  is  really  of  a blucilb  colour, 
but  when  killed  foon  lofes  the  vclvct-like  appearance  of  its  fur.  The  /firing* 
bock , a beautiful  fpecies,  named  A.  pygargus  by  Pallas,  live  in  vatt  herds  in  the 
interior  parts  of  Africa,  and  travel  to  the  fouth ward  in  the  fummer  feafon,  in 
fcarch  of  foad,  attended  by  many  lions,  panthers,  hyaenas,  and  jackals,  which 
prey  upon  them.  Of  this  fpecies  wc  had  the  honour  to  prefent  one  to  Her 
Majcfly  alive.  Two  fmall  fpecies,  with  feveral  varieties  not  hitherto  noticed, 
fupply  the  principal  inhabitants  with  venifon  of  a fine  flavour.  Their  fize  is 
that  of  a fawn  of  the  fallow  deer.  The  duyktr , or  diving  antelope,  fo  called 
from  hiding  itfelf  among  the  bufhes  when  purfued,  and  only  emerging  from  time 
to  time,  is  not  yet  fuflicicntly  known,  and  the  animal  named  a roebuck  here, 
like  wife  deferves  the  farther  attention  of  travellers. 
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fpecies  of  antelopes,  on  hares,  jerbuas,  caviae,  and  many  Noi'J’Ve,( 
teller  quadrupeds  with  which  the  country  abounds.  The 
number  of  birds  is  likewife  very  great,  and  among  them 
many  are  arrayed  in  the  brigluefl.  colours.  1 cannot  help 
mentioning,  in  confirmation  of  Kolben’s  accounts,  that  we 
have  feen  two  fpecics  of  fwallows  at  the  Cape,  though 
the  Abbe  de  la  Caille  cenfures  him  for  fpcaking  of  them, 
becaufe  they  did  not  occur  to  himfelf.  The  Abbe  alfo 
commits  a miftake  with  regard  to  the  knorhan,  which  is 
not  a gelinotc  or  grous,  as  he  calls  it,  but  the  African 
bufiard.  Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  eafy  to  refute  al- 
moft  every  criticifm  which  the  Abbe  has  pafled  on  Kolbcn, 
if  a work  of  fo  little  merit  deferved  fo  much  attention.. 

Reptiles  of  all  kinds,  ferpents,  (among  which  are  many 
wliofe  bite  is  mortal,)  and  a variety'  of  infers  fwarm  about 
the  Cape ; and  its  (bores  likewife  abound  in  vvcll-tafled 
fiflaes,  many  of  which  are  not  yet  known  to  the  natura- 
lift.  In  fhort,  notwithftanding  the  many  fpoils  of  the  ve- 
getable and  animal  kingdom,  which  have  been  brought 
from  Africa,  its  immenfe  interior  countries  remain  almoft 
entirely  unknown  to  the  prefent  time,  and  dill  contain 
great  treafures  of  natural  knowledge,  which  wait  the 
future  inveftigation  of  another  Tiiunbebg  or  another 
Bruce. 
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.Novexbc*. 


Sunday  is. 


Monday  *3. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Run  from  the  Cope  to  tbe  Antarctic  Circle ; JirJl  feafon  fpent  in  high 
Southern  Latitudes.— Arrival  on  the  Coaji  of  New  Zeeland. 

"^'1^7’ E failed  from  Table  bay,  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
on  the  a ad  of  November,  after  having  faluted  the 
fort.  The  wind  blew  in  hard  fqualls,  which  continued  all 
night,  and  gave  us  once  more  a rough  reception  on  the 
boifterous  element;  while  the  fame  luminous  appearance, 
which  we  had  obferved  before  our  coming  into  this  bay, 
was  perceived  again,  though  in  a much  flighter  degree. 
The  next  day  towards  eight  in  the  morning,  we  loft  fight 
of  the  Cape,  and  directed  our  courfe  to  the  fouthward. 
As  we  were  now  entering  on  an  unexampled  navigation, 
not  knowing  when  we  might  meet  with  a new  place  of 
rcfrelhment,  the  captain  gave  the  ftrifteft  orders  to  pre- 
vent the  waftc  of  frefh  water ; to  this  end  a centry  was 
placed  at  the  fcuttlcd-calk  *,  and  a regular  allowance  of 
water  was  daily  ferved  out  to  the  crew,  befides  which  they 
were  permitted  to  drink  at  the  caflc,  but  not  to  carry  any 
water  away.  The  captain  himfclf  waflied  with  falt-water,  and 

* An  open  butt  placed  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  daily  filled  with  frefli  water 
out  of  the  hold,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ibip'a  company. 
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all  our  company  were  obliged  to  conform  10  this  nccef- 
fary  reftri&ion.  The  diddling  machine  improved  by  Mr. 

Irving,  was  likewife  condantly  employed,  to  fupply  at  lead 
fome  part  of  the  quantity  daily  confumed. 

On  the  24th  in  the  afternoon,  the  weather  being  fair  Tutrd»y>4. 
and  moderate,  after  a hard  gale  we  caught  nine  albatrofles 
with  a line  and  hook,  baited  with  a bit  of  fheep’s  (kin. 

Several  of  them  meafured  above  ten  feet  from  tip  to  tip, 
between  the  expanded  wings.  The  younger  ones  feemed 
to  have  a great  mixture  of  brownifla  feathers,  whereas 
the  full-grown  were  almod  entirely  white  except  their 
wings,  which  were  blackifli,  and  their  fcapulars  which 
were  barred  and  fprinkled  with  dotted  lines  of  black. 

A large  brown  filh  refembling  the  fun  fifli  (tclrodm 
maldj,  was  likewife  feen  clofe  to  the  fhip  for  a fhort  fpace 
of  time. 

On  the  the  29th  the  wind,  which  had  for  three  or  four  sund*jtj. 
days  pad  blown  a very  drong  gale,  now  encreafed  fo  much, 
that  we  ran  during  the  lad  twenty-four  hours,  almod 
under  the  bare  fore-fail.  The  fea  at  the  fame  time  ran  very 
high,  and  frequently  broke  over  the  floop,  in  which  none 
of  the  cabins  were  prepared  for  fuch  bad  weather,  our 
courfc  from  England  to  the  Cape  having  been  remark- 
ably free  of  dorms.  The  people,  and  efpccially  perfons 
not  brought  up  to  fea-aflairs,  were  ignorant  how  to  behave 
in  this  new  fituation  ; the  prodigious  rolling  of  the  veflel 

therefore 
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therefore  daily  made  great  havock  among  cups,  faucers, 
glaflls,  bottles,  diflies,  plates,  and  every  thing  that  was 
moveable  ; whilft  the  humorous  circumftanccs  fometimes 
attending  the  general  confufion,  made  us  bear  thefe  ir- 
reparable  lofles  with  greater  compofure  than  might 
have  been  expected.  The  decks,  and  the  floors  of  every 
cabin  were  however  continually  wet ; and  the  howl  of  the 
florm  in  the  rigging,  the  roar  of  the  waves,  added  to  the 
violent  agitation  of  the  veffcl,  which  precluded  almoft  every 
occupation,  were  new  and  awful  fccnes,  but  at  the  fame 
feverely  felt,  and  highly  difagreeable.  The  air  was  like- 
wife  unplcafantly  (harp  and  cold  about  this  time,  our 
latitude  being  now  about  42 ° fouth  ; and  frequent  rains 
contributed  to  make  the  fcrvice  of  the  feamen  hard  and 
comfortlcfs.  To  fecure  them  in  fome  meafure  againft  the 
inclemencies  of  the  weather,  the  captain  ordered  a general 
diflribution  of  clothes  to  be  made,  which  had  been  cx- 
prcfsly  provided  at  the  cxpcnce  of  the  Admiralty  to  ferve 
this  purpofe.  Every  perfon  whofc  duty  expofed  him  to 
the  feverity  of  fouthern  climates,  from  the  lieutenant  to 
the  failor,  was  provided  with  a jacket  and  a pair  of  trow- 
fers  of  the  thickcft  woollen  fluff  called  fearnought  *,  or  ftrong 
flannel,  which  kept  out  the  wet  for  a long  time,  and  had 
this  only  fault,  in  common  with  every  thing  the  navy  pro- 

* A dirtribution  of  the  fame  nature  was  made  to  Captain  Cook’s  crew  in 
h s firA  vov.i^c  round  the  wortd.  See  IUwkcfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p-  40. 
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vides,  viz.  that  they  were  fupplied  by  contract:,  and  there- 
fore generally  too  fhort  for  our  people.  If  we  confider 
the  diftrefles  to  which  M.  de  Bougainville’s  crew  were 
reduced  for  want  of  cloathing,  we  cannot  help  refletfling 
on  the  better  fortune  of  Englifh  feamen,  who,  under  an 
■equitable  government,  may  expedt  to  be  treated  with  pecu- 
liar care;  and  who,  on  perilous  expeditions,  are  humanely 
and  attentively  fupplied  with  neceflaries  to  face  the  dangers 
of  the  fea,  and  fupport  their  fpirits  in  adverlity.  A trying 
moment  frequently  occurs,  where  the  defpondence  caufcd 
by  ill-treatment  and  heavy  fuflerings,  mull  have  the  molt 
fatal  confcqucnces,  fince  its  diredt  oppoGte,  an  undaunted 
refolution  is  then  moft  neceflary  ; fuch  a moment  we  ex- 
perienced in  this  night.  A petty  officer  in  the  forepart 
of  the  veffcl,  awaking  fuddenly,  heard  a noife  of  water 
llreaming  through  his  birth,  and  breaking  itfclf  againft 
his  own  and  his  mefs-mates  chclls ; he  leaped  out  of  his  bed, 
and  found  himfelf  to  the  middle  of  the  leg  in  water.  He 
inftantly  acquainted  the  officer  of  the  quarter-deck  with 
this  dreadful  circumftance,  and  in  a few  moments  alrnoll 
every  perfon  in  the  ffiip  was  in  motion ; the  pumps  were 
employed,  and  the  officers  encouraged  the  feamen  with  an 
alarming  gentlenefs,  to  perfeverc  in  their  work;  noiwith- 
flanding  which  the  water  feemed  to  gain  upon  us ; every 
foul  was  filled  with  terror,  encreafcd  by  the  darkncf3  of 
the  night. 

Vot.  I.  N Porno 
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Ponto  nox  incubat  atra, 

Pixfcntcmquc  viris  intcntant  omnia  mortem.  Virgil. 

For  what  obfcured  light  the  heav'ns  did  grant. 

Did  but  convey  unto  thtir  fearful  minds 

A doubtful  warrant  of  immediate  death.  Shakespeare. 


The  chain-pumps  were  now  cleared,  and  our  failors 
laboured  at  them  with  great  alacrity  ; at  laft  one  of  them 
luckily  difeovered  that  the  water  came  in  through  a fcuttle 
(or  window)  in  the  boatfwain’s  ftore-room,  which  not  having 
been  fecured  againft  the  tempeftuous  fouthern  ocean,  had 
been  {laved  in  by  the  force  of  the  waves.  It  was  imme- 
diately repaired,  and  clofely  fliut  up,  and  we  efcaped  for 
this  time  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  Clothes  and  ef- 
fects of  the  failors  and  officers  thoroughly  foaked  in  fait 
water.  We  ffiould  have  found  it  difficult,  if  not  utterly 
impoffible,  to  clear  the  ffiip  of  the  water,  if  the  midfhipman 
had  not  providentially  awaked  before  it  had  gained  too 
much  upon  us:  the  prcfcnce  of  mind  of  our  officers,  and 
the  fpirit  of  our  feamen  would  have  been  exerted  in  vain, 
and  we  mud  perhaps  have  gone  down  to  the  bottom,  in 
the  midft  of  a very  dark  night  and  turbulent  ocean,  which 
would  have  effectually  prevented  our  confort  from  giving 
us  affiftance.  A diftribution  of  fiffiing-hooks  and  lines 
was  made  about  this  time  to  every  perfon  on  board,  as  it 
was  uncertain  how  foon  we  might  meet  with  land,  and 
confequently  with  an  opportunity  of  making  ufe  of  them. 

The 
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The  ftormy  weather  continued,  intermixed  with  frequent 
rains  and  fogs,  till  the  fifth  of  December  *,  when  we  fet  the 
top-gallant  fails  for  the  firll  time,  after  leaving  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  obferved  the  latitude  at  noon,  in  47 ° 10' 
fouth.  In  the  afternoon,  however,  the  fhowers  returned, 
and  a weftern  fvvell  announced  a wind  from  that  quarter, 
which  a&ually  came  on  during  night,  blowing  at  about 
S.  W.  and  chilled  the  air  fo  confiderably,  that  the  ther- 
mometer funk  from  440  to  38°  during  the  night,  andfome 
fnow  began  to  fall  the  next  morning.  The  wind  foon 
encreafcd  to  a ftorm  again;  fo  that  on  the  7th  in  the 
afternoon,  we  had  only  a fingle  fail  fet.  A variety  of 
birds  of  the  petrel  and  tern  genus,  had  attended  us  in 
greater  or  lefler  numbers  ever  fince  we  had  left  the  Cape, 
and  the  high  fca  and  winds  feemed  to  have  no  other  in- 
fluence on  them,  than  that  of  bringing  more  of  them 
about  us.  The  principal  forts  were  the  Cape- petrel,  or 
pintada  ( precellaria  capenjiij,  and  the  blue  pcttcl,  fo  called 
from  its  having  a blucifh-grey  colour,  and  a band  of 
blackifli  feathers  acrofs  the  whole  wing.  We  likewife 
faw  the  two  before  mentioned  fpccics  of  albatrofles  -J-  from 
time  to  time,  together  with  a third,  lefs  than  the  others, 
which  we  named  the  fat y,  and  our  failors  called  the 

• tVe  had  loft  f:x  large  hogs  of  our  live  flock,  and  fome  fliccp,  during  this 
uncomfortable  Weather. 

t See  p.  jt. 

N 2 quakcr 


IT7*. 

Decimbei. 
Saturday  5. 


Monday  7. 


Digitized  by  Google 


• 9~ 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

Pic7m.ii.  Quaker  bird,  from  its  having  a greyifh-brown  colour. 

Many  birds  of  all  thefe  different  fpecies  furrounded  us  on 
the  8th  of  December,  the  wind  ftill  continuing  very  high, 
TueTjay  t.  ancj  the  fea  very  turbulent.  We  now  likewife  faw  pin- 
guins  * for  the  firft  time,  and  fome  bunches  of  fca-weed, 
of  the  fpecic*  called  the  fca-bamboo  (fvcus  buccinalis  Lin.J: 
Thefe  appearances  greatly  favoured  the  hope  of  meeting 
with  land,  as  it  had  hitherto  been  held  uncontroverted  lhac 
weeds,  efpecially  rockweeds,  (fuch  as  thefe  were)  and 
pinguins  were  never  to  be  met  with  at  a great  diflance  from 
fhores  ; but  experience  has  fhewn  that  thefe  prognoftics 
are  not  to  be  relied  upon,  and  probably  derive  all  their 
credit  from  fingle  accidental  proofs  in  their  favour,  fup. 
ported  by  the  name  of  fome  celebrated  mariner,  future 
obfcrvatkms  on  the  nature  of  floating  rock-weeds,  and 
drift-wood,  might  perhaps  lead  to  fome  more  determinate 
conclufions  ; for  as  thefe  weeds  muft  have  been  at  firft 
detached  from  the  rocks  on  which  they  grew,  it  is  probable 
that  from  the  degree  of  frefhncfs  or  of  putridity  which 

• Thefe  bird.,  which  fince  the  time  of  Sir  John  Narborough,  have 
been  repeatedly  mentioned  by  almoft  every  navigator  that  has  vifited  the  Southern 
extremities  of  America,  are  fo  well  known  to  the  Englilh  reader,  from  the  ac- 
counts of  Anfon,  Byroo,  Bougainville,  Pernetty,  Stc.  that  it  is  fcarce  ncccITary 
to  deferibe  them.  They  are  in  a manner  amphibious  creatures,  and  their  wings 
arc  unfit  for  flying,  but  fhaped  like  ftrong  flcfhy  membranes,  which  perform 
all  the  functions  of  fins.  There  arc  upwards  of  ten  different  fpecies  known  to 
the  oaturaliAs  at  prefent. 
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they  have  when  found,  the  time  they  have  been  adrift, 
and  in  fome  rare  inftances,  the  diftances  from  land,  may 
be  conjectured  ; but  the  direction  and  force  of  the  winds 
and  waves,  and  other  accidental  circumflanccs,  muft  in 
that  cafe  be  carefully  taken  into  confideration, 

The  wind  abated  during  night,  fo  that  we  fet  our 
courfes  on  the  pth  in  the  morning.  The  thermometer  at 
eight  o’clock  was  however  fallen  to  3 ;°,  and  only  rofe 
one  degree  at  noon,  being  then  in  490  4 s'  of  fouth  lati- 
tude. Towards  night  it  grew  colder  again,  and  at  half  an 
hour  paft  ten,  we  found  the  thermometer  on  deck  very 
near  320,  and  the  edges  of  the  fcuttled-calk,  filled  with 
freflr  water,  were  freezing.  This  great  cold  preceded  the 
fight  of  ice  floating  in  the  fea,  which  we  fell  in  with  on 
the  next  morning.  The  firft  we  faw,  was  a lump  of  con- 
fidcrable  fize,  fo  clofc  to  us,  that  we  were  obliged  to  bear 
away  from  it ; another  of  the  fame  magnitude  a little  more 
a-hcad,  and  a large  raafs  about  two  leagues  on  the  weather- 
bow,  which  had  the  appearance  of  a white  head-land,  or  a 
chalk-cliff. 

In  the  afternoon  we  puffed  another  large  cubical  mafs 
about  2000  feet  long,  400  feet  broad,  and  at  lead  as  high 
again  as  our  main-top-gallant- mail  head,  or  200  feet  high. 
According  to  the  experiments  of  Boyle  and  Mairan  *,  the 

• See  Mairan's  Diflcrcation  fur  la  GUcc.  Paris,  1749,  p.  261. 
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volume  of  icc  is  to  that  of  fca-water,  nearly  as  ten  to  nine.- 
confequently,  by  the  known  rules  of  hydroftatics,  the  vo- 
lume of  ice  which  rifes  above  the  furface  of  the  water,  is  to 
that  which  finks  below  it,  as  one  to  nine.  Suppofing  the 
piece  which  we  now  faw  to  be  entirely  of  a regular  figure, 
its  depth  under  water  muft  have  been  one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  feet,  and  its  whole  height  two  thoufand  feet,  al- 
lowing its  length  as  abovementioned  two  thoufand  feet,  and 
its  breadth  four  hundred  feet,  the  whole  mafs  muft  have 
contained  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  millions  cubic  feet  of 
ice. 

Thefe  prodigious  pieces  of  ice,  in  all  probability,  drift 
but  very  flowly  and  imperceptibly,  fince  the  greateft 
part  of  them  being  under  water,  the  power  of  winds  and 
waves  can  have  but  little  effeCt } currents  perhaps  are  the 
principal  agents  which  give  them  motion,  though  I much 
queflion,  whether  their  velocity  is  ever  confiderable  enough 
to  carry  them  two  miles  in  four-and- twenty  hours.  At  the 
time  we  met  with  this  firft  ice,  all  our  conjectures  about  its 
formation  could  not  amount  to  more  than  bare  probabi- 
lities, and  had  not  fufficient  experience  to  fupport  them: 
but  after  we  have  made  the  tour  of  the  globe,  without 
finding  the  Southern  Continent,  the  cxiftence  of  which  has 
been  fo  univcrfally  believed  in  Europe ; it  feems  in  the 
higheft  degree  realbnable  to  fuppofe  this  floating  ice  to 
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have  been  formed  in  the  fea  * ; an  idea  the  more  probable, 
as  repeated  and  decifive  experiments  have  evinced,  that 
falt-water  may  be  frozen. 

• This  ice  likewife  ferved  to  ihew  us  the  great  difference 
between  the  temperature  of  the  northern  and  fouthern  hc- 
mifphere.  We  were  now  in  the  midft  of  December,  which 
anfwers  to  our  June,  and  the  latitude  obferved  at  noon 
gave  only  ji°  j'  fouth,  notwithftanding  which  we  had 
already  paffed  feveral  pieces  of  ice,  and  the  thermometer 
flood  at  36°.  The  want  of  land  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere 
feems  to  account  for  this  circumftance,  flnee  the  fea,  as  a 
tranfparcnt  fluid,  abforbs  the  beams  of  the  fun,  inflead  of 
refledling  them. 

On  the  1 1 tli  of  December,  about  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  we  paffed  to  leeward  of  a large  piece,  or  ifland 
of  ice,  at  leaft  half  a mile  in  length.  The  thermometer 
on  deck,  which  had  been  at  36°  about  two  o’clock,  was 
rifen  to  410,  on  account  of  the  fair  funfliinc,  which  con- 
tinued all  the  afternoon:  when  we  came  abreaft  of  the  ice, 
the  wind  direftly  blowing  from  thence,  it  gradually  funk 

* Mr.  A J anfun , on  returning  from  Senegal,  brought  feveral  bottles  filled  with 
fea- water  with  him,  taken  up  in  different  latitudes,  which  being  brought  to  Paris 
from  Brcft  in  the  midff  of  winter,  the  water  in  them  froze  fo  as  to  break  them  j 
the  ice  was  pcrfcdlly  freth,  and  the  refiduum  of  brine  was  run  out.  See  his 
Voyage  au  Senegal,  p.  190.  Mr.  Edward  Nairne,  F.  R.  S.  has  made  expeti* 
ments  on  fea- water  during  the  hard  froff  in  1776,  inferred  in  the  I.X  V I . volume  of 
the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions,  which  put  it  beyond  a doubt,  that  foltd  and  frclh  . 
icc  may  be  formed  from  fea-watcr. 
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t0  37|»  however  we  had  no  fooner  paffed  it,  than  the  mer- 
cury regained  its  former  Ration  of  4 1 We  alfo  found 
that  this  difference  of  four  degrees,  very  perceptibly  affect- 
cd  our  bodies,  and  concluded  that  the  large  maffes  of  icc 
greatly  contributed  to  refrigerate  the  general  temperature  of 
the  air  in  thefe  inhofpitable  feas.  The  waves  daflied  with 
great  violence  againft  the  iiland  of  ice,  as  againft  a fixed 
body;  fometimes  they  broke  entirely  over  it,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  height,  which  was  not  much  inferior  to  that  of 
the  beforementioned  piece,  and  we  frequently  faw  the  fpray 
rife  very  high  above  it,  a phenomenon,  which,  on  account 
of  the  fair  weather,  had  a remarkable  fine  effeft.  The  fea- 
water  by  this  means  wafhed  upon  the  icc,  is  probably  con- 
gealed there,  and  ferves  to  encreafe  the  mafs  ; a circum- 
fiance  very  materially  conducive  to  afeertain  the  hiflory  of 
its  formation. 

Notwithftanding  the  coldnefs  of  this  climate,  our  floops 
•were  flill  furrounded  by  birds  of  the  petrel  genus,  albatrof- 
fes  and  pinguins.  We  particularly  obferved  a petrel,  about 
the  fize  of  a pigeon,  entirely  white,  with  a black  bill  and 
blueifh  feet  ; it  conflantly  appeared  about  the  icy  mafles, 
and  may  be  looked  upon  as  a fure  fore-runner  of  ice.  Its 
colour  induced  us  to  call  it  the  fnowy-pctrel.  A grampus 
and  feveral  whales  likewife  made  their  appearance  among 
the  ice,  and  in  thefe  chilling  regions  ferved  to  vary  the 
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difmal  fcene,  and  gave  us  fome  idea  of  a fouthern  Green- 
land. 

The  number  of  icy  m a fits  encreafcd  around  us  every  day, 
fo  that  we  numbered  upwards  of  twenty  of  a vaft  fizc  on 
the  1 3th  in  the  afternoon.  One  of  them  was  full  of  black 
fpots,  which  were  taken  for  feals  by  fome,  and  for  aqua- 
tic birds  by  others,  though  we  could  not  find  that  they 
even  fhifted  their  places.  However  feals  being  hitherto 
looked  upon  as  certain  figns  of  land,  we  founded  in  the 
evening  with  a line  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  fathoms, 
but  found  no  bottom.  The  latitude  we  were  now  in,  was 
that  in  which  Captain  Lozier  Bouvet  had  placed  his  pre- 
tended difeovery  of  Cape  Circumcifion,  and  our  longitude 
was  only  a few  degrees  to  the  eaftward  of  it : the  general 
expectation  of  feeing  land,  was  therefore  very  great,  and 
every  little  circumftance  like  the  preceding  roufed  all  our 
attention  ; the  clouds  a-head  were  curioufly  examined  at 
every  moment,  fince  every  one  was  eager  to  be  the  firft  to 
announce  the  land.  We  had  already  had  fcvcral  falfe 
alarms  from  the  fallacious  conformation  of  fog-banks,  or 
that  of  inlands  of  ice  half  hid  in  fnow  (lorms,  and  our 
confort  the  Adventure  had  repeatedly  made  the  fignals  for 
feeing  land,  deceived  by  fuch  appearances : but  now,  the 
imagination  warmed  with  the  idea  of  M.  Bouvet’s  difeo- 
very, one  of  our  lieutenants,  after  having  repeatedly  been 
up  to  the  mad-head,  (about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  on 
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the  14th)  acquainted  the  captain  that  he  plainly  faw  the 
land.  This  news  foon  brought  us  all  upon  deck : We  faw 
an  immenfe  field  of  flat  ice  before  us,  broken  into  many 
fmall  pieces  on  the  edges,  a vaft  number  of  iflands  of  ice 
of  all  fhapes  and  fizes  rofe  beyond  it  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach,  and  fome  of  the  moft  diftant  confiderably 
raifed  by  the  hazy  vapours  which  lay  on  the  horizon, 
had  indeed  fome  appearance  of  mountains.  Several  of 
our  officers  perfifted  in  the  opinion  that  they  had  feen  land 
here,  till  Captain  Cook,  about  two  years  and  two  months 
afterwards  (in  February  177 j)  on  his  courfc  from  Cape 
Horn  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  failed  over  the  fame 
fpot,  where  they  had'  fuppofed  it  to  lie,  and  found  neither 
land  nor  even  ice  there  at  that  time.  Numbers  of  pin- 
guins,  pintadas,  fulmars,  fnowy  and  blue  petrels  * at- 
tended this  vaft  extent  of  ice,  and  different  fpecies  of  ceta- 
ceous animals  fpouted  up  the  water  around  uss  two  of 
them,  fhorter  than  other  whales,  were  particularly  noticed, 
in  refpcdV  of  their  bulk  and  of  a white  or  rather  fleffiy 
colour.  A great  degree  of  cold  in  tliefe  icy  regions  en- 
tirely precluded  the  idea'  of  a fummer,  which  we  had  ex- 
pected at  this  time  of  the  year ; our  thermometer  flood  at 
31”  in  the  morning,  and  did  not  rife  beyond  3 3 at  noon, 
though  the  latitude  we  obferved  this  day  was  only  54“  5 s' 
(buth.  We  palled  through  quantities  of  broken  ice  in  the 

* ^pienodytes  antarfiicaj  Procell, '.ria  capenfis,  glacialis,  nivea,  & vittata. 
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afternoon,  and  faw  another  extenfive  ice-field,  beyond 
which  feveral  of  our  people  ftill  perfifted  in,  taking  fog- 
banks  for  land.  It  fnowed  a good  deal  during  night,  and 
in  the  morning  it  was  almoft  calm,  but  very  foggy.  A 
boat  was  hoifled  out  to  try  the  direction  of  the  current. 
Mr.  Wales  the  aftronomer,  and  m-y  father,  took  this  op- 
portunity to  repeat  the  experiments  on  the  temperature 
of  the  fea  at  a certain  depth.  The  fog  encreafed  fo 
much  while  they  were  thus  engaged,  that  they  en- 
tirely loft  fight  of  both  the  fliips.  Their  fituation 
in  a fmall  four-oared  boat,  on  an  immenfe  ocean,  far 
from  any  inhabitable  Ihorc,  furrounded  with  ice,  and  ut- 
terly deftitutc  of  provifions,  was  truly  terrifying  and  hor- 
rible in  its  confcquences.  They  rowed  about  for  fome 
time,  making  vain  efforts  to  be  heard,  but  all  was  filent 
about  them,  and  they  could  not  fee  the  length  of  their 
boat.  They  were  the  more  unfortunate,  as  they  had  nei- 
ther maft  nor  fail,  and  only  two  oars.  In  this  dreadful 
fufpence  they  determined  to  lie  ftill,  hoping  that,  provided 
they  preferved  their  place,  the  Hoops  would  not  drive  out 
of  fight,  as  it  was  calm.  At  laft  they  heard  the  jingling 
of  a bell  at  a diflance ; this  found  was  heavenly  mufic  to 
their  ears ; they  immediately  rowed  towards  it,  and  by 
continual  hailing,  were  at  laft  anfwered  from  the  Adventure, 
and  hurried  on  board,  overjoyed  to  have  efcapcd  the  danger 
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of  periihing  by  flow  degrees,  through  the  inclemencies  of 
weather  and  through  famine.  Having  been  on  board 
fome  time,  they  fired  a gun,  and  being  within  hail  of  the 
Refolution,  returned  on  board  of  that  Hoop,  to  their  own 
damp  beds  and  mouldering  cabins,  upon  which  they  now 
fet  a double  value,  after  fo  perilous  an  expedition.  The 
rilks  to  which  the  voyager  is  exported  at  fca  are  very  nu- 
merous, and  danger  often  arifes  where  it  is  lead  expedted. 
Neither  can  we  trace  the  care  of  Providence  more  evidently 
in  ftorms  among  hidden  rocks  and  flioals,  and  where 
water  or  fire  threaten  deftruftion,  than  in  thefe  little  cir» 
cumflances,  which  the  traveller  and  the  reader  are  both 
too  apt  to  forget  or  pafs  lightly  over,  if  they  come  to  a. 
favourable  iflue. 

The  quantity  of  impenetrable  ice  to  the  fouth  did  not 
permit  us  to  advance  towards  that  quarter ; therefore,  af- 
ter feveral  fruitlcfs  attempts,  we  flood  on  to  the  eaflward,. 
along  it,  frequently  making  way  through  great  fpots  co- 
vered with  broken  ice,  which  anfwered  the  defeription  of 
what  the  northern  navigators  call  packed  ice.  Heavy  hail 
fhowers  and  frequent  falls  of  fnow  continually  obfeured 
the  air,  and  only  gave  us  the  reviving  fight  of  the  fun 
during  fhort  intervals.  Large  iflands  of  ice  were  hourly 
fecn  in  all  diredlions  around  the  floops,  fo  that  they  were 
now  become  as  familiar  to  us  as  the  clouds  and  the  feaj 
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their  frequency  however  dill  led  to  new  observations,  which  s 
our  long  acquaintance  with  them  Served  to  confirm.  We 
were  certain  of  meeting  with  ice  in  any  quarter  where  we 
perceived  a drong  reflexion  of  white  on  the  fkirts  of  the 
iky  near  the  horizon.  However  the  ice  is  not  always 
entirely  white,  but  often  tinged,  efpecially  near  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fea,  with  a mod  beautiful  fapphirine  or  rather 
berylline  blue,  evidently  reflected  from  the  water;  this 
blue  colour  Sometimes  appeared  twenty  or  thirty  feet  above' 
the  furface,  and  was  there  probably  owing  to  Some  par- 
ticles of  fea-water  which  had  been  dallied  againd  the  mafs 
in  tempeduous  weather,  and  had  penetrated  into  its  in- 
terdices. We  could  likewife  frequently  obferve  in  great' 
illands  of  ice,  different  Shades  or  cads  of  white,  lying, 
above  each  other  in  Arata  of  fix  inches  or  one  foot  high. 

This  appearance  feems  to  confirm  the  opinion  concerning 
the  farther  encreafe  and  accumulation  of  fuch  huge 
mafles  by  heavy  falls  of  fnow  at  different  intervals.  For 
fnow  being  of  various  kinds,  Small  grained,  large  grained, 
in  light  feathery  leeks,  8cc.  the  various  degrees  of  its  com’ 
patdnefs  account  for  the  different  colours  of  the  drata. 

We  did  not  lofe  fight  of  our  dedination  to  explore  the  T«<a»y », 
Southern  frigid  zone,  and  no  fooner  perceived  the  fea  more 
open  than  before,  than  we  dood  once  more  to  the  South- 
ward. We  made  but  fmall  advances  at  fird,  the  wind 
being  very  faint,  and  almod  falling  calm  in  the  morning 
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on  the  2 3d.  We  fcized  this  opportunity  to  hoift  out  a 
boat,  and  continue  the  experiments  on  the  current,  and 
on  the  temperature  of  the  fea.  The  fpccies  of  petrels 
which  were  numerous  about  us,  were  likewife  examined, 
deferibed,  and  drawn  this  day,  having  been  (hot  as  they 
hovered  with  feeming  curiofity  over  our  little  boat. 

We  continued  (landing  fouthcrly,  and  even  made  a 
good  deal  of  wefting,  the  wind  being  S.  S.  E.  The  next 
morning  the  wind  blew  pretty  frefh,  and  carried  us  pad 
fcveral  iflands  of  ice  ; fomc  whales,  and  a number  of  birds 
appearing  about  us.  Our  firft  Chriflmas  day  during  this 
voyage,  was  fpent  with  the  ufual  chearfulnefs  among  of- 
ficers and  pallengers  ; but  among  the  Tailors,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  furrounding  rocks  of  ice,  with  favage  noife 
and  drunkennefs,  to  which  they  feem  to  have  particularly 
devoted  the  day.  The  next  morning  we  failed  through  a 
great  quantity  of  packed  or  broken  ice,  fome  of  which 
looked  dirty  or  decaying.  Illands  of  ice  dill  furrounded 
us,  and  in  the  evening,  the  fun  fetting  juft  behind  one  of 
them,  tinged  its  edges  with  gold,  and  brought  upon  the 
whole  mafs  a beautiful  fuffufion  of  purple.  A dead  calm 
which  fuccecded  on  the  27th,  gave  us  an  opportunity  of 
hoifting  the  boat  out,  and  going  to  (hoot  pinguins  and 
petrels.  The  chace  of  pinguins  proved  very  unfuccefsful, 
though  it  afforded  great  fport ; the  birds  dived  fo  fre- 
quently, continued  fo  long  under  water,  and  at  times 
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flapped  continually  into  and  out  of  the  water,  making 
way  with  fuch  amazing  velocity  in  a flrait  line,  that 
we  were  obliged  to  give  over  the  purfuit.  At  lad  we 
came  near  enough  to  one,  to  wound  it ; but  though  we 
followed  it  clofely,  and  fired  above  ten  times  with  fmall 
fliot,  which  we  could  obferve  to  hit,  yet  wc  were  at  lad 
obliged  to  kill  it  with  ball.  When  we  took  it  up,  wc 
perceived  that  its  hard,  glofly  plumage,  had  continually 
turned  the  Ihot  alkie.  This  plumage  is  extremely  thick, 
and  conlills  of  long  narrow  feathers,  which  lie  above 
each  other  as  clofely  as  fcalcs,  and  fecure  thefe  amphibious 
birds  againft  the  wet,  in  which  they  almoft  conflantly 
live.  Their  very  thick  Ikin  and  their  fat  feem  wifely  ap- 
propriated to  them  by  nature,  to  refill  the  perpetual  win- 
ter of  thefe  unhofpitablc  climates;  their  broad  belly,  the 
fituation  of  their  feet  far  behind,  and  their  fins,  which 
fupply  the  place  of  wings,  are  conftrutfted  with  equal 
wifdom  to  facilitate  the  progrefs  of  their  otherwife  lumpilh 
bodies  through  the  water.  The  one  that  we  had  now  fliot 
weighed  eleven  pounds  and  a half.  The  blue  petrels 
which  arc  feen  throughout  this  immenfc  ocean,  and 
which  now  fettled  in  flocks  of  fevcral  hundreds  on  the 
fmooth  furface  of  the  water,  were  not  worfe  fitted  out 
againft  the  cold  than  the  pinguins.  Their  plumage  was 
amazingly  abundant,  and  increafed  their  bulk  in  a great 
proportion ; and  two  feathers  inftcad  of  one,  proceeded 
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out  of  every  root,  lying  within  each  other,  and  formed  a 
very  warm  covering.  As  they  are  almoft  continually  in 
the  air,  their  wings  are  very  flrong,  and  of  a great  length 
to  fupport  them.  On  the  ocean,  between  New  Zeeland 
and  America,  we  have  found  them  above  feven  hundred 
leagues  from  any  land  ; a diftance  which  it  would  have 
been  impoilible  for  them  to  have  palled,  without  an  amaz- 
ing ftrength  in  their  bones  and  mufcles,  and  the  aflillance 
of  long  wings,  rollibly  thefe  birds  fpreading  over  the 
whole  ocean  far  from  any  land,  may  live  a confidcrable 
time  without  frelh  fupplies  of  food ; that  being  the  cafe 
with  many  animals  of  prey,  both  in  the  clafs  of  quadru- 
peds and  that  of  birds.  Our  experience  fhould  feem  in 
fome  meafure  to  con  trad  ift,  and  in  fome  degree  to  con- 
firm, this  fuppofition.  For  whenever  we  lamed  any 
of  them,  they  difgorged  a quantity  of  vifeid  food,  to 
all  appearance  recently  digefted,  which  the  reft  imme- 
diately fwallowed  up  with  fuch  avidity  as  feemed  to 
indicate  a long  fall.  Therefore  it  may  be  probable,  that 
feveral  forts  of  blubbers  (moHufca)  inhabit  thefe  icy  feas, 
which  may  come  to  the  furface  in  fair  weather,  and  fup- 
ply  the  weary  birds  with  food.  We  were  glad  to  meet 
with  fubjefts  from  whence  thefe  little  reflections  could  be 
drawn.  They  afforded  us  a momentary  relief  from  that 
gloomy  uniformity  with  which  we  flowly  paffed  dull 
hours,  days,  and  months  in  this  defolate  part  of  the 
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world.  We  were  almoft  perpetually  wrapt  in  thick  fogs, 
beaten  with  fhowers  of  rain,  fleet,  hail,  and  fnow,  the 
temperature  of  the  air  being  conftantly  about  the  point  of 
congelation  in  the  height  of  fummer ; furrounded  by  in- 
numerable iflands  of  ice  againft  which  we  daily  ran  the 
riik  of  being  fhipwreckcd,  and  forced  to  live  upon  fait 
proviflons,  which  concurred  with  the  cold  and  wet  to 
infeX  the  mafs  of  our  blood.  Thefe  feverities  naturally 
infpired  a general  wiflr  for  a happier  change  of  fituation 
and  climate,  though  our  feamen  coming  frclh  and  ftrong 
from  England,  were  not  yet  difpirited  amidft  the  number- 
lefs  fatigues  and  inclemencies  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed.  The  prophylaxies,  with  which  we  had  been  fup- 
plied,  and  which  were  regularly  ferved  to  the  crew,  namely 
portable  broth,  and  four  krour,  had  a wonderful  c fleet  in 
keeping  them  free  from  the  fea-feurvy.  Two  or  three 
men  however,  of  a bad  habit  of  body,  could  not  refill  this 
dreadful  difeafe;  one  of  them  in  particular,  George  Jack- 
fon,  a carpenter,  fell  ill  ten  days  after  leaving  the  Cape; 
bis  gums  were  ulcerous,  and  his  teeth  fo  loofe,  as  to  lie 
Cdeways.  A marmalade  of  carrots,  which  had  been  much 
recommended  was  tried,  but  without  fuccefs,  it  having 
no  other  effeX  than  that  of  keeping  him  open.  Our  fur- 
geon,  Mr.  Patton,  then  began  the  cure  with  frefli  wort,  i.  e. 
the  infufion  of  malt,  by  which  he  gradually  recovered,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  a few  weeks  was  pcrfeXly  cured,  his  teeth 
Vol.  I.  P fall, 
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h.&,  and  his  gums  entirely  renewed.  As  the  efficient 
eaufe  of  his  complaint  ftill  exiiled,  he  was  obliged  to  con- 
tinue the  ufe  of  wort  even  after  his  cure,  and  by  that 
means  was  kept  free  from  all  fcorbutic  fymptoms.  The 
encomiums  on  the  efficacy  of  malt  cannot  be  exaggerated, 
and  this  ufeful  remedy  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  on 
board  of  {hips  bound  on  long  voyages  ; nor  can  we  beftow 
too  much  care  to  prevent  its  becoming  damp  and  mouldy, 
by  which  means  its  falutary  qualities  are  impaired,  as  we 
experienced  during  the  latter  part  of  our  voyage. 

The  new  year  began  with  fnow-fliowers  and  frefli  cold' 
gales,  which  carried  us  to  the  weflward,  under  the  meri- 
dian, where  M.  Bouvet  placed  the  difeovery,  which  he 
called  Cape  Circumcifion.  The  fight  of  feals  and  pin- 
guina  once  more  revived  the  hopes  of  fome  of  our  fellow- 
voyagers,  who  bid  us  look  out  for  land,  which  by  their 
account  could  not  be  far  off.  Our  courfe  however  foon 
difappointed  their  exportations,  and  only  ferved  to  invali- 
date their  teftimonies  of  the  proximity  of  land. 

The  wind  ihifted  to  the  north- weft  ward  in  the  night, 
and  we  flood  back  again  to  the  eaft,  having  firft  proceeded 
beyond  the  meridian  of  M.  Bouvet’s  difeovery.  We  paffed 
the  fpot  where  we  had  met  with  much  ice  on  the  31ft  of 
December,  and  found  it  drifted  away  from  thence  ; after 
which  we  continued  our  courfe  to  the  S.  E. 
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On  the  9th,  in  the  morning,  we  faw  a large  ifland  of  jJ’Vir. 
ice,  furrounded  with  many  fmall  broken  pieces,  and  the  Sltu^i*r,• 
weather  being  moderate  we  brought  to,  hoifled  out  the 
boats,  and  font  them  to  take  up  as  much  of  the  fmall  ice 
as  they  could.  We  piled  up  the  lumps  on  the  quarter- 
deck, packed  them  into  calks,  and  after  dinner  melted 
them  in  the  coppers,  and  obtained  about  thirty  days  water, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  day,  and  in  the  latitude  of  61°  36' 
fouth.  Two  days  afterwards  we  had  another  opportunity 
of  fupplying  our  Hoops  with  ice,  which  our  people  per- 
formed with  great  alacrity,  notwithflanding  the  excoriation 
of  their  hands,  which  the  cold  and  the  fharpnefs  of  the 
fea  produced.  A pifturefque  view  of  fome  large  mafles 
of  ice,  and  of  our  fhips  and  boats  employed  in  watering 
from  fmall  ice,  is  inferted  in  Captain  Cook’s  account  of 
this  voyage.  Some  white  whales  of  a huge  Cze,  feem- 
ingly  Gxty  feet  long,  were  obferved  here,  and  many  pin- 
guins  floated  paft  us,  Handing  upright  on  fmall  bits  of 
ice.  The  water  we  melted  out  of  this  ice  was  perfectly 
frcfli,  and  had  a purer  tafle  than  any  which  we  had  on 
board.  If  any  fault  could  be  found  with  it,  it  was  that 
the  fixed  air  was  expelled  from  it,  by  which  means  almoH 
every  one  who  ufed  it  was  afletfled  with  fwcllings  in  the 
glands  of  the  throat.  Water  melted  from  fnow  or  ice  is 
•known  always  to  have  this  circa,  and  the  conflant  ufe  of 
it  in  mountainous  countries  produces  thofe  enormous  wens 
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(goitres)  which  are  common  ajnong  Alpine  nations,  and  are 
become  fo  habitual  that  they  are  looked  upon  as  ornamen- 
tal. Several  perfons  on  board,  unacquainted  with  natural 
philofophy,  were  very  ferioufly  afraid  that  the  ice,  when 
it  began  to  melt,  would  burft  the  calks  in  which  it  was 
packed,  not  confidcring  that  its  volume  mull  be  greater  in 
its  frozen  than  in  its  melted  Hate,  fincc  it  floated  on  the 
furfacc.  The  Captain,  to  undeceive  them,  placed  a little 
pot  filled  with  ftamped  ice  in  a temperate  cabin,  where  it 
gradually  diflblved,  and  in  that  Hate  took  up  confiderably 
lefs  fpace  than  before.  Ocular  demonflration  always  goes 
farther  than  the  cleared  arguments ; but  reafoning  never 
has  lefs  weight  than  with  failors. 

On  the  17th,  in  the  forenoon,  we  crofled  the  antarflic 
circle,  and  advanced  into  the  fouthern  frigid  zone,  which 
had  hitherto  remained  impenetrable  to  all  navigators. 
Some  days  before  this  period  we  had  feen  a new  fpccies  of 
petrel,  of  a brown  colour,  with  a white  belly  and  rump^ 
and  a large  white  fpot  on  the  wings,  which  we  now  named 
the  antartflic  petrel,  as  we  faw  great  flights  of  twenty  or 
thirty  of  them  hereabouts,  of  which  we  Ihot  many  that 
unfortunately  never  fell  into  the  Ihip.  About  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  we  had  fight  of  more  than  thirty  large 
iflands  of  ice  a-head,  and  perceived  a ftrong  white  re- 
flexion from  the  Iky  over  the  horizon.  Soon  after  we 
pafled  through  vail  quantities  of  broken  ice,  which  looked 
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honey-combed  and  fpungy,  and  of  a dirty  colour.  This 
continually  thickened  about  us,  fo  that  the  fea  became 
very  fmooth,  though  the  wind  was  frefh  as  before.  An 
immenfe  field  of  folid  ice  extended  beyond  it  to  the  foutli, 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  from  the  maft-hcad.  Seeing 
it  was  impollible  to  advance  farther  that  way,  Captain 
Cook  ordered  the  fhips  to  put  about,  and  Hood  north-call 
by  north,  after  having  reached  67“  15'  fouth  latitude, 
where  many  whales,  fnowy,  grey,  and  antardlic  petrel?, 
appeared  in  every  quarter. 

On  the  19th  and  20th  we  faw  a bird,  which  a gentle- 
man, who  had  been  at  Falkland’s  iflands,  called  a Port- 
Egmont  hen  *,  and  which  proved  to  be  the  fkua  or  great 
northern  gull  (larus  catarraBesJ,  common  in  the  high  lati- 
tudes of  both  hemifpheres.  The  appearance  of  this  bird, 
was  likewife  conftrued  into  a prognollick  of  land  ; but  our 
difappointments  had  already  been  fo  frequent  in  this  re- 
fpe<51,  that  we  were  not  cafily  led  to  give  credit  to  bare 
aflertions.  We  faw  a bird  of  this  fpecies  again  on  the 
27th,  when  we  had  a great  variety  of  all  kinds  of  petrels 
and  albatrolTes  around  us.  It  always  foared  up  to  a great 
height,  perpendicularly  over  our  heads,  and  looked  down 
upon  us,  as  it  Ihould  feem  with  great  attention,  turning 
its  head  now  on  one  fide,  and  now  on  the  other.  This 

* This  bird  is  mentioned  in  Lieutenant  Cook’s  voyage  in  the  Endeavour.  Sec 
Hawke/Worth,  vol.  II.  p.  283. 
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was  a novelty  to  us,  who  were  ufed  to  fee  all  the  other 
aquatic  birds  of  this  climate  keep  near  the  furfacc  of 
the  fca.  The  next  evening,  and  on  the  29th,  we  had  fe- 
veral  porpefies  palling  by  us  with  amazing  fwiftnefs  in  all 
directions.  They  were  pied,  and  had  a large  blotch  of 
white  on  the  fides,  which  came  almoft  up  to  the  back  be- 
hind the  dorfal  fin.  Their  velocity  was  at  leaft  triple  that 
of  our  vcfll-ls,  though  we  now  went  at  the  rate  of  feven 
knots  and  a half.  In  the  afternoon  we  faw  a fmall  black 
and  white  bird,  which  fome  called  an  ice-bird,  and  others 
a murr,  and  which  feldom  or  never  go  out  of  fight  of 
land  5 but  as  we  could  not  come  near  enough  to  examine 
it  more  accurately,  we  rather  believed  that  it  might  be  a 
fpecies  of  petrel.  We  flood  however  off  and  on  this  night 
and  the  next,  finding  the  fea  very  moderate,  though  the 
wind  blew  very  frelh.  We  were  the  more  induced  to 
take  this  precaution  as  we  had  received  intelligence  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  of  a difeovery  of  land  hereabouts,  by 
the  French  captains  M.  de  Kerguelen  and  M.  de  St.  Al- 
louarn,  in  January  1772. 

As  the  journal  of  that  voyage  has  been  fupprefled  in 
France,  I fliall  here  infert  fuch  particulars  as  were  com- 
municated to  us  by  feveral  French  officers  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  M.  dc  Kerguelen,  a lieutenant  in  the  French 
navy,  commanding  the  veffel  (flute)  la  Fortune,  and  having 
with  him  a fmaller  veffel  (gabarre)  le  Gros  Ventre,  com- 
manded 
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manded  by  M.  de  St.  Allouarn,  failed  from  the  Iflc  of 
France  or  Mauritius,  the  latter  end  of  177  t.  On  the  1 3th 
of  January  177a,  he  faw  two  ifles,  which  he  called  the 
Ifles  of  Fortune  ; and  the  next  morning  one  more,  which 
from  its  fhape  they  called  Ifle  Ronde.  Almolt  about  the 
fame  time,  M.  de  Kerguelen  faw  land,  of  a confiderable 
extent  and  height,  upon  which  he  fent  one  of  the  officers 
of  his  lhip  a-hcad  in  the  cutter  to  found.  But  the  wind 
blowing  frefh,  M.  dc  St.  Allouarn  in  the  Gros  Ventre  fhot 
ahead  of  the  boat,  and  finding  a bay,  which  he  called  the 
Gros  Ventre’s  bay,  fent  his  own  yawl  to  take  pofleffion  of 
the  land  which  was  performed  with  the  utmoft  difficulty. 
Both  the  boats  then  returned  aboard  the  Gros  Ventre,  and 
the  cutter  was  cut  adrift  on  account  of  the  bad  weather. 
M.  de  St.  Allouarn  then  fpent  three  days  in  quell  of  M.  dc 
Kerguelen,  who  had  been  driven  fixty  leagues  to  leeward, 
on  account  of  his  weak  mads,  and  was  returned  towards 
the  Ifle  of  France.  M.  de  St.  Allouarn  continued  to  take 
the  bearings  of  this  land,  and  doubled  its  northern  ex- 
tremity beyond  which  it  tended  to  the  fouth-callward.  In 
this  direttion  he  coafted  it  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  leagues,, 
and  feeing  it  was  very  high,  inacccffible,  and  deftitute  of 
trees,  he  left  it,  Handing  over  to  the  coaft  of  New  Flolland, 
from  thence  to  Timor  and  Batavia,  and  at  laft  back  to  the 
Iflc  of  France,  where  he  died  foon  after  his  arrival.  On 
M.  de  Kerguelen’s  return  to  Europe,  he  was  immediately 
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s'”’v  fcnt  out  again  with  a 64  gun  (hip  called  the  Roland,  and 
the  frigate  l’Oifeau,  captain  Rofnevet ; but  after  having 
juft  fccn  the  land,  which  he  had  difcovcred  in  his  former 
voyage,  he  returned  without  making  farther  difcoveries. 
The  northern  coaft  of  the  land  which  he  difcovercd,  is 
fituated  in  about  48  degrees  fouth  latitude,  and  about  82 
degrees  eaft  longitude  from  Ferro,  or  6 degrees  eaft  of  the 
Iflcof  France,  (i.  e.  in  about  64°  io'  eaft  from  Greenwich.) 

M.  dc  Marion  in  his  expedition  of  1772,  in  January, 
fell  in  with  fmall  iflands  in  three  different  places,  about 
the  latitude  of  4<5f°  and  47b",  and  about  the  longitudes 
of  370,  4<Sv°,  and  481°  eaft  from  Greenwich.  Thefe 
iilands  were  all  of  inconfiderable  extent,  high,  rocky, 
deftitute  of  trees,  and  almoft  entirely  barren.  M.  de 
Marion  had  two  (hips  under  his  command,  one  the  Maf- 
carin,  captain  Crozcr,  the  other  the  Caftrie,  captain  Du 
Clefmure.  They  proceeded  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
New  Holland,  or  Diemen’s  land,  firft  fecn  by  Tafman ; 
and  from  thence  to  the  bay  of  iflands  in  New  Zeeland, 
where  M.  dc  Marion  was  killed  with  28  of  his  men  by 
the  natives,  of  which  more  fliall  be  faid  in  the  fequel. 
After  this  lofs  M.  dc  Crozef,  on  whom  the  command  de- 
volved, pafled  through  the  weflern  part  of  the  South  Sea 
to  the  l’hilippinas,  from  whence  he  returned  to  the  Iflc  de 
France.  Agreeably  to  thefe  accounts,  the  difcoveries  of 
tire  French  voyagers  have  been  laid  down  in  an  excel- 
lent 
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lent  chart  of  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  by  M.  de  Vaugondy, 
under  the  dirc&ion  of  the  duke  de  Croy,  and  publiflied 
in  March  1773. 

On  the  31ft  in  the  evening,  our  latitude  being  nearly 
that  of  s o°  fouth,  we  palled  by  a large  ifland  of  ice, 
which  at  that  inflant  crumbled  to  pieces  with  a tremen- 
dous explofion.  The  next  morning  a bundle  of  fea  weeds 
was  feen  floating  pad  the  floop  ; and  in  the  afternoon, 
captain  Furneaux  in  the  Adventure  having  hailed  us, 
acquainted  captain  Cook  that  he  had  feen  a number  of 
divers,  refembling  thofe  in  the  Englifli  feas,  and  had  pad  a 
great  bed  of  floating  rock-weeds.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
obfervations  we  flood  off  and  on  during  night,  and  continued 
an  eaflerly  courfe  the  next  morning.  We  faw  many  petrels 
and  black  Ihear-waters,  fome  rock-wced,  and  a Angle  tern 
(flerna)  or  as  the  feamen  call  it  an  egg-bird,  which  had  a 
forked  tail.  At  noon  we  obferved  in  48°  36' fouth  latitude, 
which  was  nearly  the  fame  in  which  the  French  dif- 
coverics  are  faid  to  be  iituated.  After  noon  we  flood  fouth- 
weflward,  but  the  next  day  the  gale  cncreafed  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  obliged  us  to  hand  our  topfails,  and  fland  on 
under  the  courfes  all  night : however,  at  eight  o'clock  on 
the  4th,  we  found  a fmooth  fea  again,  and  fet  more  fail, 
changing  our  courfe  to  the  north-wedward  at  noon.  On 
the  6th  our  latitude  at  noon  was  nearly  48  degrees  fouth, 
about  60  degrees  ead  from  Greenwich,  when  not  feeing 
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any  land,  we  gave  over  the  attempt  to  (land  in  fearch 
of  it,  and  direfted  our  courfe  once  more  to  the  fouh-eaft- 
ward,  to  the  main  objcCt  of  our  voyage.  The  fmoothnefs- 
of  the  fea,  whilft  we  had  ftrong  eaftcrly  gales,  however 
perfuaded  us,  that  there  was  probably  fome  land  near 
us  to  the  caftward,  and  the  fituation  given  to  the  French 
difeoveries,  in  M.  Vaugondy’s  late  chart,  has  confirmed 
our  fuppofition  ; for,  according  to  it,  we  mull  have  been- 
at  lead  2 degrees  of  longitude  to  the  weft  of  it,  on  the 
fecond  of  February,  when  we  were  fartlieft  to  the  eaft  in 
the  given  latitude.  Though  we  did  not  fall  in  with  the 
land  itfelf,  yet  we  have  done  fo  much  fervice  to  geography 
by  our  track,  as  to  put  it  beyond  a doubt,  that  the  French 
difeovery  is  a fmall  illand,  and  not,  what  it  was  fuppofed 
at  firft  to  be,  the  north  cape  of  a great  fouthern  continent. 

On  the  8th  in  the  morning,  we  had  an  exceeding  thick 
fog,  during  which  we  loft  fight  of  the  Adventure,  our  con- 
fort.  We  fired  guns  all  that  day  and  the  next,  at  firft  every 
half  hour,  and  afterwards  every  hour,  without  receiving 
any  anfwer ; and  at  night  we  burnt  falfc  fires,  which  like- 
wife  proved  ineffectual. 

On  the  10th  in  the  morning,  notwithftanding  all  out 
endeavours  to  recover  our  confort,  we  were  obliged  to- 
proceed  alone  on  a difmal  courfc  to  the  fouthward,  and 
to  expofe  ourfelves  once  more  to  the  dangers  of  that  frozen 
climate,  without  the  hope  of  being  faved  by  our  fellow- 
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voyagers,  in  cafe  of  lofing  our  own  veil'd.  Our  parting 
with  the  Adventure,  was  almolt  univerfally  regretted  among 
our  crew,  and  none  of  them  ever  looked  around  the  ocean 
without  txprefling  fomc  concern  on  feeing  our  fliip  alone 
on  this  vaft  and  unexplored  expanfe,  where  the  appearance 
of  a companion  feemed  to  alleviate  our  toils,  and  infpired 
chccrfulncfs  and  comfort.  We  were  likewife  not  entirely 
without  apprehenfions,  that  the  Adventure  might  have 
fallen  in  with  land,  as  the  fight  of  pinguins,  of  little 
diving  petrels,  and  efpecially  of  a kind  of  grebe,  feemed 
to  vindicate  its  vicinity.  Indeed,  according  to  the  chart 
of  M.  Vaugondy  we  muft  have  been  but  very  little  to  the 
fouth  of  it  at  that  time. 

On  the  17  th  we  were  near  58  degrees  fouth,  and  took  wedneia.  ■?. 
up  a great  quantity  of  fraall  ice,  with  which  we  filled  our 
water  cafks.  A variety  of  petrels  and  albatrofles,  had 
attended  us  continually  j and  from  time  to  time  the  fkua, 
or  great  northern  gull  (larus  catamites),  which  our  people 
called  a Port  Egmont  hen,  many  pinguins,  fomc  feals,  and 
fome  whales  had  made  their  appearance  near  us.  A beau- 
tiful phenomenon  was  obferved  during  the  preceding 
night,  which  appeared  again  this  and  feveral  following 
nights.  It  confided  of  long  columns  of  a clear  white 
light,  (hooting  up  from  the  horizon  to  the  cad  ward,  almofl 
to  the  zenith,  and  gradually  fpreading  on  the  whole 
Couthern  part  of  the  Iky.  Thefe  columns  fometimes  were 
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bent  fideways  at  their  upper  extremity,  and  though  in  mod 
refpedts  fimilar  to  the  northern  lights  (aurora  borealis ) of  our 
hemifphere,  yet  differed  from  them,  in  being  always  of 
a whitilh  colour,  whereas  ours  affumc  various  tints,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  a fiery,  and  purple  hue.  The  liars  were  fome- 
times  hid  by,  and  fometimes  faintly  to  be  feen  through  the 
fubftance  of  thefe  fouthern  lights,  ( aurora  auflralis),  which 
have  hitherto,  as  far  as  I can  find,  efcapcd  the  notice  of 
voyagers.  The  Iky  was  generally  clear  when  they  ap- 
peared, and  the  air  lharp  and  cold,  the  thermometer  Hand- 
ing at  the  freezing  point. 

On  the  24th,  being  in  about  62  degrees  fouth  latitude, 
we  fell  in  once  more  with  a folid  field  of  ice,  which 
confined  our  progrefs  to  the  fouth,  very  much  to 
the  fatisfadlion  of  every  body  on  board.  We  had  now 
been  long  at  fea,  without  receiving  any  refrelhment ; the 
favorable  feafon  for  making  difeoveries  towards  the  frozen 
zone,  drew  to  an  end ; the  weather  daily  became  more 
lharp,  and  uncomfortable,  and  prefaged  a dreadful  winter 
in  thefe  fcas  ; and,  lallly,  the  nights  lengthened  apace,  and 
made  our  navigation  more  dangerous  than  it  had  hitherto 
been.  It  was  therefore  very  natural,  that  our  people,  ex- 
haulted  by  fatigues  and  the  want  of  wholefome  food,  Ihould 
wilh  for  a place  of  refrelhment,  and  rejoice  to  leave  a part 
of  the  world,  where  they  could  not  expedt  to  meet  with  it. 
We  continued  however  from  this  day  till  the  1 7 th  of  March 

to 


Diqiijzed  ty 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  117 

to  run  to  the  caftward,  between  6 1 0 and  5 8 0 of  fouth  la-  m'.VA'. 
titude,  during  which  time  we  had  a great  lharc  of  cafterly 
winds,  which  commonly  brought  fogs,  and  rains  with 
them,  and  repeatedly  expofed  us  to  the  moll  imminent 
danger  of  being  wrecked  againlt  huge  illands  of  ice.  The 
lliapes  of  thefc  large  frozen  mafles,  were  frequently  fingu- 
larly  ruinous,  and  fo  far  piClurefque  enough ; among 
them  we  parted  one  of  a great  fize,  with  a hollow  in  the 
middle,  refembling  a grotto  or  cavern,  which  was  pierced 
through,  and  admitted  the  light  from  the  other  fide.  Some 
had  the  appearance  of  a fpire  or  fteeple ; and  many  others 
gave  full  fcope  to  our  imagination,  which  compared  them 
to  feveral  known  objedts,  by  that  means  attempting  to  over- 
come the  tedioufnefs  of  our  cruize,  which  the  fight  of 
birds,  porpertes,  leals,  and  whales,  now  too  familiar  to 
our  eyes,  could  not  prevent  from  falling  heavily  upon  us. 
Notwithflanding  our  excellent  prefervatives,  efpecially  the 
four-krour,  feveral  of  our  people  had  now  ftrong  fymp- 
toms  of  fea-feurvy,  fuch  as  bad  gums,  difficult  breathing, 
livid  blotches,  eruptions,  contracted  limbs,  and  greenilh 
gTeafy  filaments  in  the  urine.  Wort  was  therefore  preferibed 
to  them,  and  thofe  who  were  the  moll  affeCted  drank  five 
pints  of  it  per  day  } the  contracted  limbs  were  bathed  in 
it,  and  the  warm  grains  applied  to  them.  By  this  means 
we  fucceeded  to  mitigate,  and  in  fomc  individuals  entirely 
to  remove  the  fymptoms  of  this  horrid  difeafe.  The  ri- 
gours 
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gours  of  the  climate  likewife  violently  affedled  the  live  flieep, 
which  we  had  embarked  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  They 
were  covered  with  eruptions,  dwindled  to  mere  fkeletons, 
and  would  hardly  take  any  nourifhment.  Our  goats  and 
fows  too,  mifearried  in  the  tempefluous  weather,  or  their 
ofl-fpring  were  killed  by  the  cold.  In  Ihort,  we  felt,  from 
the  numerous  concurrent  circumftances,  that  it  was  time 
to  abandon  the  high  fouthem  latitudes,  and  retire  to  foma 
port,  where  our  crew  might  obtain  refrefhments,  and 
where  we  might  fave  the  few  fheep,  which  were  intended 
as  prefents  to  the  natives  of  the  South-fea  iflands. 

On  the  1 6th,  being  in  about  58  degrees  of  fouth  lati- 
tude, we  faw  the  fea  luminous  at  night,  though  not  to 
fuch  a degree  as  we  had  obferved  it  near  the  Cape,  but  only 
by  means  of  fome  fcattered  fparks.  This  phenomenon  was 
however  remarkable,  on  account  of  the  high  latitude  we 
were  in,  and  the  cold  weather,  our  thermometer  being  at 
3 3 ! 0 at  noon.  We  faw  the  fouthern  lights  again  during 
the  nights  of  the  1 6th  and  1 9th ; and  this  lafl  time,  the 
columns  formed  an  arch  acrofs  the  Iky,  rather  brighter 
than  any  we  had  hitherto  fecn.  We  now  flood  to  the 
north-catlward,  in  order  to  reach  the  fouth  end  of  Ncw- 
Xeeland  ; and  on  this  courfe  we  had  flrong  gales,  and  fre- 
quently faw  weeds,  efpccially  rock-weeds,  together  with 
cumbers  of  petrels,  and  other  birds.  We  were  much  amufed 
by  a fingular  chace  of  fcveral  fkuas  or  great  grey  gulls, 
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after  a large  white  albatrofs.  The  fkuas  feemcd  to  get  the  mIIc*, 
bctter  of  this  bird,  notwithftanding  its  length  of  wings, 
and  whenever  they  overtook  it,  they  endeavoured  to  attack 
it  under  the  belly,  probably  knowing  that  to  be  the  molt 
defcncelefs  part ; the  albatrofs  on  thefe  occafions  had  no 
other  method  of  efcaping,  than  by  fettling  on  the  water,  where 
its  formidable  beak  feemed  to  keep  them  at  bay.  The 
fkuas  are  in  general  very  ftrong  and  rapacious  birds,  and 
in  the  Ferro  Iflands  frequently  tear  lambs  to  pieces,  and 
carry  them  away  to  their  nefts.  The  albatrofles  do  not 
Item  to  be  fo  rapacious,  but  live  upon  fmall  marine  ani- 
mals, efpecially  of  the  moUufca,  or  blubber  clafs.  They 
appeared  in  great  numbers  around  us,  as  we  came  to  the 
northward  of  jo  degrees  fouth,  only  few  folitary  birds 
having  gone  fo  far  to  the  fouth  as  we  had  penetrated ; from 
whence  it  may  be  inferred,  that  they  are  properly  inhabit 
tants  of  the  temperate  zone. 

As  we  Rood  to  the  northward,  we  alfo  obferved  more 
ftals  every  day,  which  came  from  the  coaft  of  New  Zeeland. 

A large  trunk  of  a tree,  and  feveral  bunches  of  weeds  were 
feen  on  the  25th,  and  greatly  exhilarated  the  fpirits  of  our  Tbu.cday  15. 
failors.  Soon  after,  the  land  was  deferied,  bearing  N.  E. 
by  E.  at  a vaft  diftance.  About  five  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon we  were  within  a few  miles  of  it,  and  faw  fome  high 
mountains  inland,  and  a broken  rocky  coaft  before  us,  where 
feveral  inlets  feemed  to  indicate  an  extenfive  bay  or  found.. 

We.' 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 20 

>7JV 
M A SLC  II 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

We  tried  foundings  in  30  fathoms,  but  found  none;  however, 
at  the  mad-head  they  obfcrved  funkcn  rocks  clofe  to  us,  on 
which  wc  immediately  tacked,  and  Rood  off  fhore,  as  the 
weather  was  growing  dark  and  midy.  The  next  morning 
we  found  this  part  of  New  Zeeland  lay  to  the  fouthward  of 
Cape  Wed,  and  had  not  been  explored  by  captain  Cook,  in 
the  Endeavour. 

Thus  ended  our  fird  cruize  in  the  high  fouthern  latitudes, 
after  a fpace  of  four  months  and  two  days,  out  of  fight  of 
land,  during  which  we  had  experienced  no  untoward  ac- 
cident, and  had  been  fafely  led  through  numerous  dangers 
by  the  guiding  hand  of  Providence,  which  preferved  our 
crew  in  good  health  during  the  whole  time,  a few  indivi- 
duals excepted.  Our  whole  courfc,  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  New  Zeeland,  was  a feries  of  hardlhips,  which  had 
never  been  experienced  before : all  the  difagrecable  circum- 
danccs  of  the  fails  and  rigging  Ihattered  to  pieces,  the  veffcl 
rolling  gunwale  to,  and  her  upper  works  torn  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  drain ; the  concomitant  effects  of  dorms,  which 
have  been  painted  with  fuch  drong  expreflion,  and  blacknefs 
of  Colorit,  by  the  able  writer  of  Anfon’s  Voyage,  were  per- 
haps the  lead  didreffing  occurrences  of  ours.  We  had  the 
perpetual  feverities  of  a rigorous  climate  to  cope  with;  our 
fcamen  and  officers  were  expofed  to  rain,  fleet,  hail,  and 
fnow  ; our  rigging  was  condantly  encrudcd  with  ice,  which 

cut  the  hands  of  thofe  who  were  obliged  to  touch  it;  our 
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provifion  of  frcfli  water  was  to  be  collected  in  lumps  of 
ice  floating  on  the  fea,  where  the  cold,  and  the  lharp  fa- 
linc  element  alternately  numbed,  and  fcarified  the  failors’ 
limbs  ; we  were  perpetually  crpofed  to  the  danger  of  run- 
ning againft  huge'malles  of  ice,  which  filled  the  immenfe 
Southern  ocean : the  frequent  and  fudden  appearance  of 
thefe  perils,  required  an  almoft  continual  exertion  of  the 
whole  crew,  to  manage  the  fhip  with  the  greateft  degree  of 
precifion  and  difpatch.  The  length  of  time  which  we  re- 
mained out  of  fight  of  land,  and  the  longabftincncc  from  any 
fort  of  refrelhment  were  equally  diftrefsful  ; for  our  hooks 
and  lines  dillributcd  in  November  (See  pag.  90.)  had  hi- 
therto been  of  no  fervicc,  on  account  of  our  navigation  in 
high  fouthern  latitudes,  and  acrofs  an  unfathomable  ocean, 
where  we  faw  no  filh  except  whales,  and  where  it  is 
well  known  no  others  can  be  expc&ed ; the  torrid  zone 
being  the  only  one  where  they  may  be  caught  out  of 
foundings. 

■ Atrum 

Defenders  pilces  hiemat  mare.  Horat, 

We  may  add  to  thefe  the  difmal  gloomincfs  which 
always  prevailed  in  the  fouthern  latitudes,  where  we  had 
impenetrable  fogs  lafting  for  weeks  together,  and  where 
we  rarely  faw  the  cheering  face  of  the  fun  ; a circum- 
flance  which  alone  is  fufficient  to  dejcifb  the  molt  un- 
Vol.  I.  R daunted, 
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daunted,  and  to  four  the  fpirits  of  the  moil  cheerful.  It 
is  therefore  juftly  to  be  wondered  at,  and  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  a diftinguifhing  mark  of  divine  protection, 
that  we  had  not  felt  thofe  ill  effeCts  which  might  have 
been  expected,  and  juftly  dreaded  as  the  refult  of  fuch 
accumulated  diftrefles. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Stay  at  Dujky  Bay  \ defcription  of  it,  and  account  of  our  tranf 
aflions  there. 

AFTER  an  interval  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
^ days,  and  a run  of  above  three  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred leagues,  out  of  fight  of  land,  we  entered  Dufky  Bay 
on  the  2 6th  of  March  about  noon.  This  bay  is  fituated  Fridiy 
a little  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Weft,  and  captain  Cook, 
in  his  voyage  in  the  Endeavour,  had  difeovered  and  named 
it  without  entering  into  it  *.  The  foundings  gave  about 
40  fathoms  in  the  entrance,  but  as  we  advanced,  we  had 
no  ground  with  60,  and  therefore  were  obliged  to  pufti 
on  farther.  The  weather  was  delightfully  fair,  and  ge- 
nially warm,  when  compared  to  what  we  had  lately  ex- 
perienced j and  we  glided  along  by  infcnfiblc  degrees, 
wafted  by  light  airs,  paft  numerous  rocky  iflands,  each 
of  which  was  covered  with  wood  and  flirubberies,  where 
numerous  evergreens  were  fweetly  contrafted  and  mingled 
with  the  various  fliades  of  autumnal  yellow.  Flocks  of 
aquatic  birds  enlivened  the  rocky  fliores,  and  the  whole 
country  refounded  with  the  wild  notes  of  the  feathered 

* See  Hawlcefworth’s  compilation,  vol,  III.  p.  424. 
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M«ci.  tribe.  We  had  long  and  eagerly  wiflied  for  the  land 
and  its  vegetable  productions,  and  therefore  could  not  but 
eye  the  profpecft  before  us  with  peculiar  delight,  and  with 
emotions  of  joy  and  fatisfaftion  which  were  ftrongly 
marked  in  the  countenance  of  each  individual. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  dropped  an 
anchor  under  a point  of  an  ifland,  where  we  were  in  fomc 
meafure  flickered  from  the  fea,  ahd  fo  near  the  Ihore* 
as  to  reach  it  with  a hawfer.  The  floop  was  no  fooner  in 
fafety,  than  every  failor  put  his  hook  and  line  overboard, 
and  in  a few  moments  numbers  of  fine  lifh  were  hauled 
upon  all  parts  of  the  veflel,  which  heightened  the  raptures 
we  had  already  felt  at  our  entrance  into  this  bay.  The 
real  good  tafle  of  the  fi(h,  joined  to  our  long  abftinence, 
inclined  us  to  look  upon  our  firft  meal  here,  as  the  mod 
delicious  we  had  ever  made  in  our  lives.  The  view  of 
rude  fcencries  in  the  flyle  of  Rofa,  of  antediluvian 
forefts  which  cloathed  the  rock,  and  of  numerous  rills 
of  water,  which  every  where  rolled  down  the  deep  de- 
clivity, altogether  confpired  to  complete  our  joy  •,  and  fo 
apt  is  mankind,  after  a long  abfence  from  land,  to  be 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  wildell  fliore,  that  we  looked 
upon  the  country  at  that  time,  as  one  of  the  mod  beautiful 
which  nature  unaffifted  by  art  could  produce.  Such  are 
the  general  ideas  of  travellers  and  voyagers  long  eahaufled 

by 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

by  diftrefies  ; and  with  fuch  warmth  of  imagination  they 
have  viewed  the  rude  cliffs  of  Juan  Fernandez,  and  the 
impenetrable  forefts  of  Tinian  ! 

Immediately  after  dinner  two  boats  were  fent  out  to  re- 
connoitre different  parts  of  the  bay,  and  chiefly  to  look 
for  a fafe  harbour  for  our  veffel,  the  Crft  anchoring-place 
being  open,  inconvenient,  and  only  ferving  the  neceflity 
of  the  moment.  We  improved  thefc  opportunities  of  pur- 
fuing  our  refcarches  in  natural  hiftory,  and  feparated  in 
order  to  profit  by  both  excurfions.  Each  of  the  parties 
found  convenient  and  well-flieltered  harbours,  with  plen- 
ty of  wood  and  water  ; and  wherever  they  went  they  met 
with  fuch  abundance  of  filh  and  water-fowl,  that  they  enter- 
tained hopes  of  a conftant  fupply  of  refrefhments  during 
their  flay  in  thefe  parts.  This  profpedl:  prevailed  upon 
Capt.  Cook,  who  had  but  curforily  examined  the  fouthern 
extremities  of  New-Zeeland  in  his  former  voyage,  to  fpend 
fome  time  there,  in  order  to  gain  a more  competent 
knowledge  of  its  fituation  and  produtffions.  On  our  part, 
we  perceived  a new  ftore  of  animal  and  vegetable  bodies, 
and  among  them  hardly  any  that  were  perfetflly  fimilar  to 
the  known  fpecies,  and  feveral  not  analogous  even  to  the 
known  genera.  With  thefe  therefore  we  hoped  to  be 
wholly  employed  during  our  flay,  in  fpight  of  the  ap- 
proach of  autumn,  which  feemed  to  threaten  the  vegetable 
creation. 

Early 
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Marl  ir.  Early  ihc  next  morning,  a fraall  boat  having  been  fent 

Situiday  17. 

out  towards  the  more,  returned  in  three  hours  time  with 
as  many  fillies,  caught  by  the  hook,  as  fupplied  a plenti- 
ful dinner  to  all  on  board.  The  bell  and  molt  favoury 
fifli  was  a fpecies  of  the  cod,  -which,  from  its  external  co- 
lour, our  failors  called  a coal-filh : befides  this  we  caught 
fcveral  fpecies  of  excellent  flat  cavalhas  (feirtna),  fome  fcor- 
pens,  mullets,  horfc-mackrel,  and  many  other  forts  of  a 
fine  talle,  which  were  entirely  unknown  in  Europe.  At 
nine  o’clock  we  got  under  fail  and  went  into  Pickerfgill 
harbour,  one  of  thofc  examined  the  preceding  day,  where 
the  fliip  was  moored  head  and  Hern  in  a fmall  creek,  and 
fo  near  the  fhore,  that  we  could  reach  it  by  means  of  a 
ftage  of  a few  planks.  Nature  had  affifted  us  for  this  pur- 
pofe  with  a large  tree,  projecting  in  an  horizontal  pofition 
over  the  water,  of  which  we  placed  the  top  on  our  gun- 
wale, connecting  our  planks  with  it.  This  fituation  faci- 
litated all  our  operations,  and  was  particularly  adapted  to 
the  conveniency  of  wooding  and  watering,  for  our  Hoop’s 
yards  were  locked  in  the  branches  of  furrounding  trees, 
and  about  half  a mufket  £hot  a-ftern  we  had  a fine  flream 
of  frefh  water. 

We  now  began  to  clear  away  the  woods  from  a neighbour- 
ing hill,  in  order  to  fix  the  aftronomer's  obfervatory  upon  it, 
and  to  ellablilh  our  forge  there,  as  our  iron-works  wanted 
repairs.  Near  the  watering  place  we  pitched  tents  for  the 
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fail-makers,  coopers,  caterers,  and  wood-cutters.  Thefe  MV«V,i. 
occupations  ferved  to  lower  the  great  idea  which  our  people 
had  conceived  of  this  country  ; for  the  prodigious  intricacy 
of  various  climbers,  briars,  fhrubs,  and  ferns  which  were 
interwoven  throughout  the  forefts,  rendered  the  talk  of 
clearing  the  ground  extremely  fatiguing  and  difficult,  and 
almoft  precluded  the  accefs  to  the  interior  parts  of  the 
country.  It  is  indeed  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  in  the 
fbuthern  parts  of  New-Zeeland,  the  forefls  have  never  been 
touched  by  human  induftry,  but  have  remained  in  the 
rude  unimproved  Rate  of  nature  fince  their  firft  exiftence. 

Our  excurlions  into  them  gave  us  fufficient  grounds  for 
this  fuppofitiont  for  not  only  the  climbing  plants  and 
fhrubs  obftrutfted  our  paflage,  but  likewife  numbers  of 
rotten  trees  lay  in  our  way,  felled  by  winds  and  old  age. 

A new  generation  of  young  trees,  of  parafitic  plants, 
ferns,  and  modes  fprouted  out  of  the  rich  mould  to  which 
this  old  timber  was  reduced  by  length  of  time,  and  a de- 
ceitful bark  fometimes  Hill  covered  the  interior  rotten  fub- 
ftance,  whereon  if  we  attempted  to  Hep,  wc  funk  in  to 
the  waift.  The  animal  creation  afforded  another  proof 
that  this  country  had  not  yet  undergone  any  changes  from 
the  hands  of  mankind,  and  indeed  at  firft  railed  the  idea, 
that  Dulky  Bay  was  wholly  uninhabited.  Numbers  of 
fmall  birds  which  dwelt  in  the  woods  were  fo  little  ac- 
quainted with  men,  that  they  familiarly  hopped  upon  the 
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ru-lcii  ncareft  branches,  nay  on  the  ends  of  our  fowling-pieces, 
and  perhaps  looked  at  us  as  new  objects,  with  a curiofity 
fimilar  to  our  own.  This  little  boldnefe  in  reality  at  firft 
protected  them  from  harm,  fince  it  was  impoflrble  to  fhoot 
them  when  they  approached  fo  near ; but  in  a few  days 
it  frequently  proved  the  means  of  their  dcilrurtion;  for  a 
fly  cat  on  board,  had  no  fooncr  perceived  fo  excellent  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  delicious  meals,  than  fhe  regu- 
larly took  a walk  in  the  woods  every  morning,  and  made 
great  havock  among  the  little  birds,  that  were  not  aware 
of  fuch  an  inGdious  enemy. 

As  we  had  plenty  of  fi(h,  and  faw  a number  of  water- 
birds  which  might  afford  us  a variety  of  animal  food, 
fome  of  our  botanical  excurftons  were  in  a great  meafure 
inflituted  in  fearch  of  ufcful  vegetables,  to  be  eaten  as 
greens.  From  thence  the  mod  falutary  efforts  might  be 
experted,  by  a fet  of  people  who  had  been  above  feven- 
tcen  weeks  at  fea,  and  whofe  blood  mud  have  been  more 
or  lefs  corrupted  by  living  fo  long  on  fait  provifions. 

On  the  firft  day  after  our  arrival  we  found  a beautiful 
tree  in  flower,  fomething  related  to  the  myrtle  genus,  of 
which  an  infufion  had  been  drank  inftead  of  tea  in  Capt. 
Cook’s  former  voyage.  We  immediately  repeated  the  expe- 
riment with  great  eagemefs,  as  we  had  not  yet  fecn  any 
.plant  which  was  fit  to  be  ufed  at  our  tables.  Its  leaves 
were  finely  aromatic,  aflringent,  and  had  a particular  plea- 
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fant  flavour  at  the  firft  infuGon ; but  this  fine  tafle  went 
off  at  the  next  filling  up  of  the  tea-pot,  and  a great  degree 
of  bittcrnefs  was  then  extracted.  We  therefore  never  fuf- 
fered  it  to  be  twice  infufcd.  The  ufe  of  this  plant,  which 
became  general  among  our  crew,  "probably  contributed 
greatly  to  rcftore  their  flrength,  and  to  remove  all  fcorbu- 
tic  fymptoms.  A plant,  which  might  be  of  fcrvice  to  fu- 
ture navigators,  deferved  to  be  drawn,  in  order  that  they 
might  know  it  again.  We  have  therefore  very  readily  per- 
mitted Captain  Cook  to  make  ufe  of  our  drawing  of  it, 
from  which  a plate  has  been  engraved  by  order  of  the 
Admiralty,  intended  to  accompany  his  own  account  of  this 
voyage.  In  a fine  foil  in  thick  forells  it  grows  to  a con- 
fidcrablc  tree,  fometimes  thirty  or  forty  feet  high,  and 
above  a foot  in  diameter ; on  a hilly  arid  expofure  I have, 
on  the  contrary,  found  it  as  a little  fhrub,  fix  inches  high, 
which  bore  flowers  and  feed  ; but  its  ufual  Gze  is  about 
eight  or  ten  feet,  and  about  three  inches  in  diameter.  In 
that  cafe  its  flem  is  irregular  and  unequal,  dividing  very 
foon  into  branches  which  rife  at  acute  angles,  and  only 
bear  leaves  and  flowers  at  top.  The  flowers  are  white  and 
very  ornamental  to  the  whole  plant.  Another  tree,  which 
grew  in  great  plenty  round  about  us,  was  likewife  tried, 
and  afforded  a good  infufiont  but  the  refemblance  it  bore 
to  the  trees  of  the  fir  tribe,  and  a kind  of  refinous  tafle, 
foon  convinced  us  that  it  was  fitter  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
Vol.  I.  S the 
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ju’JicB.  the  American  fpruce-trcc,  and  that  a palatable  and  whole- 
fome  liquor  might  be  brewed  from  it,  as  a kind  of  fubfli- 
tute  for  fpruce-becr  *.  In  cffeft,  with  the  addition  of  the 
infpiffated  juice  of  wort,  and  of  fomc  molaffes,  we  brewed 
a very  good  fort  of  beer,  which  we  improved  very  confi- 
derably  afterwards,  by  correcting  the  too  great  aftringen- 
cy  of  our  new  fpruce,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  new 
tea-tree.  Its  taftc  was  plcafant,  and  fomething  bitter ; and 
the  only  fault  wc  could  obferve  in  it  was,  that  being 
taken  on  an  empty  ftomach,  it  frequently  caufed  a naufea 
or  ficknefsj  but  in  all  other  refpedts  it  proved  a very  falu- 
tary  drink.  The  fpruce  of  Ncw-Zecland  is  a very  beauti- 
ful tree,  and  confpicuous  on  account  of  its  pendant 
branches,  which  are  loaded  with  numerous  long  thread- 
like leaves,  of  a vivid  green.  It  frequently  grows  to  the 
height  of  fifty  or  fixty,  and  even  one  hundred  feet,  and 
has  above  ten  feet  in  girth.  Though  the  fpruce  and  the 
tea-trees  alone  afforded  articles  of  refrefliment  in  Dulky 
Bay  j yet  we  found  the  woods  full  of  trees  of  various 
kinds,  very  fit  for  the  ufe  of  Ihipwrights,  joiners,  and 
other  mechanics  ; and  Capt.  Cook  was  of  opinion  that, 
except  in  the  river  Thames  on  the  northern  ifland,  he  had 
not  obferved  a finer  growth  of  timber  on  all  Ncw-Zeeland. 

* This  ufeful  plant  deferves  a description  for  the  benefit  of  the  navigator  j but, 
aotwithftanding  all  our  researches,  we  could  never  find  it  either  in  flower  or  in 
fruit,  owing  to  the  unfavourable  feafons  in  which  we  vifited  New- Zeeland. 

We 
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We  had  not  been  above  two  days  in  this  bay,  before 
we  found  that  our  opinion  of  its  being  uninhabited  was  S mdly 
premature.  On  the  28th  in  the  morning  feveral  of  our 
officers  went  a (hooting  in  a fmall  boat,  and  on  entering 
a cove  two  or  three  miles  from  the  (hip,  perceived  feveral 
natives  upon  a beach,  who  were  about  to  launch  their 
canoe.  The  New  Zeelanders  halloo'd  at  their  approach, 
and  feeming  by  this  means  more  numerous  than  they 
really  were,  the  officers  thought  proper  to  return  and 
acquaint  the  captain  with  their  difeovery  ; a (lep  which 
they  found  the  more  necdlary,  as  the  weather  was  very 
rainy,  and  might,  in  cafe  of  danger,  have  prevented  their 
pieces  from  going  off.  They  were  fcarccly  returned  on 
board,  when  a canoe  * appeared  off  a point,  at  about  a 
mile’s  diftance  from  the  (loop ; there  were  feven  or  eight 
people  in  it,  who  looked  at  us  for  fome  time,  but  not- 
withftanding  all  the  (igns  of  friendffiip  which  we  could 
make,  fuch  as  calling  to  them  to  come  to  us,  waving  a 
white  cloth,  and  promifing  beads,  they  did  not  care  to 
come  nearer,  and  paddled  back  again  the  fame  way  they 
came.  They  appeared  to  be  dreffed  in  mats,  and  had 
broad  paddles  with  which  they  managed  their  canoe, 
like  the  inhabitants  in  the  northern  parts  of  New  Zeeland. 

• Wc  Hull  always  make  ufc  of  this  word  to  fignify  an  Indian  embarkation, 
amlcfs  sve  mean  to  deferibe  or  fpecify  it  more  particularly. 
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MaYcm.  Captain  Cook  refolved  to  viGt  them  in  the  afternoon,  in 
order  to  quiet  the  apprehenfion  which  they  feemed  to  have 
entertained.  We  went  in  two  boats,  accompanying  him 
and  feveral  of  the  officers  into  the  cove,  where  the  natives 
had  been  firft  fccn.  Here  we  found  a double  canoe 
hauled  upon  tire  fhore,  near  fomc  old,  low  huts,  about 
which  we  faw  veftiges  of  fire  places,  fome  filhing-nets, 
and  a few  fcattered  fiffi.  The  canoe  which  appeared  to  be 
old  and  in  bad  order,  confided  of  two  troughs  or  boats 
joined  together  with  dicks,  tied  acrofs  the  gunwales  with 
firings  of  the  New  Zeeland  flax-plant  *.  Each  part  con- 
fided of  planks  fowed  together  with  ropes  made  of  the 
flax-plant,  and  had  a carved  head  coarfely  reprefenting  a 
human  face,  with  eyes  made  of  round  pieces  of  ear-fhcll, 
which  fomewhat  refembled  mother  of  pearl.  This  canoe 
contained  two  paddles,  a bafket  full  of  berries  of  the 
cor  inn  a rvfdfolia  Lin.  and  fome  fiffies  ; but  the  natives  were 
not  to  be  feen  or  heard,  which  gave  us  reafon  to  believe 
that  they  had  retired  into  the  woods.  To  conciliate  their 
good  will,  we  left  fome  medals,  looking-glafles,  beads,  &c. 
in  the  canoe,  and  embarked  again  after  a fhort  flay.  We  then 
rowed  to  the  head  of  the  cove,  in  order  to  furvey  it,  where  we 
found  a fine  brook  of  frefh  water  coming  down  on  a flat 
beach,  from  whence  the  water  continued  fhallow  to  a com 

* See  Hawkclworth’s  eompilatiou,  vol.  III.  p.  443. 
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fiderable  extent,  fo  that  our  boat  ran  aground  feveral 
times.  Ducks,  (hags,  black  oyfter-catchers,  and  fome 
forts  of  plovers  were  very  numerous  here.  At  our  return 
we  vifited  the  canoe  again,  added  a hatchet  to  the  other 
prefents  which  we  had  left  before,  and  to  (hew  the  ufe  of 
it,  we  cut  feveral  chips  out  of  a tree,  and  left  it  Ricking 
there.  No  natives  appeared  this  fecond  time,  though  wc 
imagined  they  could  not  be  far  off,  as  we  thought  wc 
could  fmell  the  fmoke  of  a fire.  However,  captain  Cook 
defifted  at  prefent  from  fcarching  in  the  woods,  fince  they 
purpofely  avoided  us,  and  choofing  to  leave  it  to  time  and 
their  own  free  will  to  cultivate  an  intercourfe  with  us,  he 
returned  on  board  late  in  the  evening. 

Heavy  fhowers  of  rain  fell  all  the  next  morning,  but  in- 
termitted in  the  afternoon,  giving  us  an  opportunity  of 
going  into  the  woods  above  our  cove,  where  the  rains  had 
fo  thoroughly  forked  the  foil,  that  together  with  the  other 
impediments  in  walking  in  this  country,  the  prodigious 
flipperinefs  rendered  our  excurfion  laborious  and  fatiguing. 
We  met  however  with  a few  plants,  which  ftill  {hewed  fomc 
late  bloffoms,  notwithftanding  the  advanced  feafon  ; but 
we  were  at  the  fame  time  greatly  tantalized  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  numerous  trees  and  flirubs,  which  had  al- 
ready loft  their  flowers  and  fruits,  and  only  ferved  to  give 
us  an  idea  of  the  great  profufion  of  new  vegetables  in; 
this  country. 

The 
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m’VJb,  The  two  following  days  we  were  entirely  confined  on 
board,  on  account  of  the  rain  and  flormy  weather  ; which 
not  a little  damped  our  fpirits,  and  gave  us  reafon  to 
fear  we  (hould  fpend  the  remainder  of  our  time  very  dif- 
Tfcu.a.'y'i.  agreeably.  However,  on  the  ift  of  April  in  the  afternoon, 
we  took  the  advantage  of  a lucid  interval  to  make  another 
vifit  to  the  cove  where  we  had  feen  the  Indians.  We  found 
every  thing  in  the  fame  fituation  as  we  had  left  it,  and  it 
did  not  appear  that  any  perfon  had  been  near  the  canoe 
fince  that  time.  The  weather  being  now  fair,  we  faw  this 
cove  in  all  its  perfection.  It  is  fo  fpacious  that  a whole 
fleet  of  (hips  may  lie  at  anchor  in  it,  and  fome  of  the 
loftieft  hills  in  all  the  bay  cncompafs  it  on  the  fouth-weft 
fide,  and  are  entirely  covered  with  woods  from  the  fum- 
mit  to  the  water’s  fide.  The  different  projecting  points, 
and  the  various  iflands  in  the  bay,  form  altogether  a pic- 
turefque  and  plcafing  feene.  The  fmoothnefs  of  rhe  water, 
illumined  by  the  fetting  fun,  the  different  degrees  of  ver- 
dure, and  the  various  notes  of  birds  which  refounded 
throughout  the  whole  cove  during  this  calm  evening, 
greatly  foftened  the  rude,  uncultivated  outlines  of  this 
landfcape. 

The  pleafure  we  had  enjoyed  in  the  evening,  induced  us 
to  return  to  the  cove  again  the  next  day,  which  continued 
to  be  perfectly  fair.  We  fet  out  at  fun-rife,  and  did 
not  return  till  late  in  the  evening,  with  a confider- 
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able  acquifition  of  new  birds,  and  plants.  We  had  a young 
dog  with  us  at  this  time,  which  the  officers  had  taken  on 
board  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  intended  to  try,  whe- 
ther we  could  not  train  him  up  to  the  gun : but  we  had 
no  fooner  difcharged  the  firft  fowling-piece,  than  he  ran  into 
the  woods,  and  would  not  return,,  though  we  ufed  all  pof- 
fible  means  to  recover  him.  Captain  Cook  likewife  took 
the  opportunity  of  the  fair  weather,  to  examine  different 
parts  of  the  bay  ; and  touched  at  a little  rock,  near  our  firft 
anchoring  place,  which  had  already  at  that  time  acquired 
the  name  of  Seal- rock,  from  the  animals  that  came  to  fleep 
upon  it.  Here  he  found  a number  of  feals,  and  killed 
three  of  them,  among  which  one  afforded  hint  great 
fport:  for  having  been  repeatedly  wounded,  it  became 
quite  furious,  and  attacked  the  boat,  where  it  was  at  laft 
killed.  It  weighed  220  pounds,  was  about  fix  feet  long, 
and  very  lean.  After  he  had  paffed  feveral  ifles,  he  reached 
the  north- weft  part  of  the  bay,  formed  by  the  land  of  Point 
Five-fingers : there,  at  the  bottom  of  a fine  cove,  he  found 
a great  variety  of  aquatic  birds,  of  which  he  killed  ar.d 
brought  on  board  a confiderable  number. 

Another  rainy  paufe  of  three  days  followed  this  excurfion, 
confining  us  to  our  fhip,  where  a fort  of  little  crane-flies 
(tipula  alls  incumbcntibus J,  which  had  plagued  us  ever  fince 
our  entrance  into  Dufky  Bay,  became  remarkably  trouble- 
fome  during  the  bad  weather..  They  were  numerous  in  the 

fkirts 


»3  S 

1771. 

Am:u 


Digitized  by 


13*  A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

ArV*'  fkirts  of  the  woods,  not  half  fo  large  as  gnats  or  mufketoes, 
arid  our  failors  called  them  fand-flies.  Their  fling  was  ex- 
tremely painful,  and  as  often,  as  the  hand  or  face  grew 
warm,  caufed  a troublefomc  itching,  the  leaft  irritation  of 
which  brought  on  a very  violent  fwelling,  attended  with 
great  pain.  We  were,  however,  not  all  equally  affeCted ; 
myfclf  in  particular,  never  felt  any  great  inconvenience 
from  them ; others,  on  the  contrary,  fufFered  in  a very  vio- 
lent degree,  efpecially  my  father,  who  could  not  hold  a 
pen  to  write  down  the  common  occurrences  in  a journal,  and 
fell  into  a high  fever  at  night.  Various  remedies  were  tried, 
but  all  proved  ineffectual,  except  the  Ample  unCtion  with 
foft  pomatum,  and  the  conftant  ufe  of  gloves. 

Tuefday  o.  Early  on  the  6 th,  feveral  of  the  officers  went  into  the 
cove,  which  the  captain  had  difeovered  on  the  ad  ; and  the 
latter,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  fa- 
ther, and  myfelf  proceeded  in  another  boat,  to  continue  the 
furvey  of  the  bay,  to  copy  views  from  nature,  and  to  fearch 
for  the  natural  productions  of  the  country.  We  directed  our 
courfe  to  the  north  fide,  where  we  found  a fine  fpacious  cove, 
from  which  we  had  not  the  leaft  profpeCt  of  the  fea.  Along 
its  deep  fhores  we  obferved  feveral  fmall  but  beautiful  caf- 
cadcs,  which  fell  from  vaft  heights,  and  greatly  improved 
the  fcenc ; they  gufhed  out  through  the  midft  of  the  woods, 
and  at  lad  fell  in  a clear  column,  to  which  a fhip  might 
Jie  fo  near,  as  to  fill  her  calks  on  board  with  the  greateft 
v fafety. 
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fafety,  by  means  of  a leather  tube,  which  the  failors  call  a’7iu 
a hofe.  At  the  bottom  there  was  a fhallow  muddy  part, 
with  a little  beach  of  Ihcll-fand,  and  a brook,  as  in  all  the 
greater  coves  of  the  bay.  In  thi3  fine  place,  we  found  a 
number  of  wild  fowl,,  and  particularly  wild  ducks,  of  which 
wc  (hot  fourteen,  from  whence  we  gave  it  the  name  of 
Duck  Cove.  As  we  were  returning  home,  we  heard  a loud 
hallooing  on  the  rocky  point  of  an  ifiand,  which  on  this 
occafion  obtained  the  name  of  Indian  Ifland  ; and  Handing 
in  to  the  fhore,  we  perceived  one  of  the  natives,  from  whom 
this  noife  proceeded.  He  flood  with  a club  or  battle-axe 
in  his  hand,  on  a projecting  point,  and  behind  him  on  the 
fkirts  of  the  wood  we  faw  two  women,  each  of  them  hav- 
ing a long  fpear.  When  our  boat  came  to  the  foot  of  the 
rock,  we  called  to  him,  in  the  language  of  Taheitee,  tayo, 
larre  mat , “ friend,  come  hither}”  he  did  not,  however, 
flir  from  his  poll,  but  held  a long  fpeech,  at  certain  inter- 
vals pronouncing  it  with  great  earncllnefs  and  vehemence, 
and  Twinging  round  his  club,  on  which  he  leaned  at  other 
times.  Captain  Cook  went  to  the  head  of  the  boat,  called 
to  him  in  a friendly  manner,  and  threw  him  his  own  and 
fome  other  handkerchiefs,  which  lie  would  not  pick  up. 

The  captain  then  taking  fome  fheets  of  white  paper  in  his 
hand,  landed  on  the  rock  unarmed,  and  held  the  paper  out 
to  the  native.  The  man  now  trembled  very  vifibly,  and 
having  exhibited  ftrong  marks  of  fear  in  his  countenance, 
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took  the  paper ; upon  which  captain  Cook  coming  up  to 
him,  took  hold  of  his  hand,  and  embraced  him,  touching 
the  man’s  nofe  with  his  own,  which  is  their  mode  of  falu- 
tation.  His  apprehenfion  was  by  this  means  dilllpated,  and 
hecalled  to  the  two  women,  who  came  and  joined  him,  while 
feveral  of  us  landed  to  keep  the  captain  company.  A fliort 
converfation  enfued,  of  which  very  little  was  underftood  on 
both  fides,  for  want  of  a competent  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guage. Mr.  Hodges  immediately  took  Iketches  of  their 
countenances,  and  their  gefturcs  (hewed  that  they  clearly 
underftood  what  he  was  doing  ; on  which  they  called  him 
toa-tda,  that  term  being  probably  applicable  to  the  imitative 
arts.  The  man’s  countenance  was  very  pleafingand  open; 
one  of  the  women,  which  we  afterwards  believed  to  be  his 
daughter,  was  not  wholly  fo  difagreeable  as  one  might 
have  expected  in  New  Zeeland,  but  the  other  was  remark- 
ably ugly,  and  had  a prodigious  excrefcence  on  her  upper 
lip.  They  were  all  of  a dark  brown  or  olive  complexion; 
their  hair  was  black,  and  curling,  and  fmeared  with  oil 
and  ruddle  ; the  man  wore  his  tied  upon  the  crown  of  the 
head,  but  the  women  had  it  cut  fhort.  Their  bodies  were 
tolerably  well  proportioned  in  the  upper  part ; but  they  had 
remarkable  (lender,  ill-made,  and  bandy  legs.  Their  drefs 
conlifted  of  mats  made  of  the  New  Zeeland  (lax-plant  *, 

* See  Havrkefworih's  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  443. 
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interwoven  with  feathers  ; and  in  their  ears  they  wore 
fmall  pieces  of  white  albatrofs  ikins  Rained  with  ruddle 
or  ochre.  We  offered  them  fome  fifties  and  wild  fowl, 
but  they  threw  them  back  to  us,  intimating  that  they  did 
not  want  provifions.  The  approaching  night  obliged  us 
to  retire,  not  without  promifing  our  new  friends  a vifit 
the  next  morning.  The  man  remained  filent,  and  looked 
after  us  with  compofure  and  great  attention,  which  feemed 
to  fpeak  a profound  meditation ; but  the  youngeft  of  the 
two  women,  whofe  vociferous  volubility  of  tongue  exceed- 
ed every  thing  we  had  met  with,  began  to  dance  at  our 
departure,  and  continued  to  be  as  loud  as  ever.  Our  fca- 
men  paffed  feveral  coarfe  jells  on  this  occafion,  but  nothing 
was  more  obvious  to  us  than  the  general  drift  of  nature, 
which  not  only  provided  man  with  a partner  to  alleviate 
his  cares  and  fweeten  his  labours,  but  endowed  that  part- 
ner likewife  with  a defire  of  pleafing  by  a fuperior  degree 
of  vivacity  and  affability. 

The  next  morning  we  returned  to  the  natives,  and  pre- 
fented  them  with  feveral  articles  which  we  had  brought 
with  us  for  that  purpofe.  But  fo  much  was  the  judgment 
of  the  man  fuperior  to  that  of  his  countrymen,  and  mod 
of  the  South  Sea  nations  *,  that  he  received  almoft  every 
thing  with  indifference,  except  what  he  immediately  con- 

* See  HawLefworth's  Compilation. 
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Apj»  ceivcd  the  ufe  of,  fuch  as  hatchets  and  large  fpike-nails. 

At  this  interview  he  introduced  his  whole  family  to  us,  | 
confifting  of  two  women,  whom  we  fuppofed  to  be  his 
wives  ; the  young  woman,  a boy  of  about  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  three  fmaller  children,  of  which  the  youngeft 
was  at  the  bread.  One  of  the  wives  had  the  excrefcence 
or  wen  on  the  upper  lip,  and  was  evidently  ncgle&cd  by 
the  man,  probably  on  account  of  her  difagreeable  appear- 
ance. They  conducted  us  foon  after  to  their  habitation, 
which  lay  but  a few  yards  within  the  wood,  on  a low  hill, 
and  confided  of  two  mean  huts,  made  of  a few  dicks 
thatched  with  unprepared  leaves  of  the  flax-plant,  and  co- 
vered with  the  bark  of  trees.  In  return  for  our  prefents 
they  parted  with  fevcral  of  their  ornaments  and  weapons, 
particularly  the  battle-axes,  but  they  did  not  choofe  to  give 
us  their  fpears.  When  we  were  preparing  to  re-embark, 
the  man  came  to  the  water-fide,  and  prefented  to  Captain 
Cook  a drefs  made  of  the  flax  plant,  a belt  of  weeds,  fome 
beads  made  of  a little  bird’s  bones,  and  fome  albatrofs 
Ikins.  We  were  at  firfl  of  opinion  that  thefe  were  only 
intended  as  a retribution  for  what  he  had  received,  but  he 
foon  undeceived  us  by  Ihewing  a flrong  defire  of  pofleflf- 
ing  one  of  our  boat-cloaks*.  We  were  not  charitable 
enough  to  part  with  our  doaths,  when  we  knew  the  defi- 

• Boat-cloaks  arc  commonly  of  prodigious  dimenfions  and  great  width,  fo 
that  the  whole  body  may  be  wrapped  into  them  fcvcral  times. 
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ciency  could  not  be  fupplicd  again ; but  as  foon  as  we  A'7*£. 
came  on  board,  Captain  Cook  ordered  a large  cloak  to  be 
made  of  red  baize,  which  wc  brought  to  the  man  at  our 
next  vifit. 

The  rain  prevented  our  going  to  him  the  next  morning,  ThoiWaj  s. 
but  in  the  afternoon,  the  weather  being  a little  more  pro- 
mifing,  we  returned  to  Indian  Hland.  However,  at  our 
approach,  inftcad  of  being  welcomed  by  the  natives  on  the 
fhorc,  we  faw  none  of  them,  and  received  no  anfwer  when 
we  (houted  to  them.  We  landed  therefore,  and  having 
proceeded  to  their  habitation,  foon  found  the  reafon  of 
this  unufual  behaviour.  They  were  preparing  to  receive 
us  in  all  their  finery,  fome  being  already  completely 
adorned,  and  others  ftill  bufy  in  dreffing.  Their  hair 
was  combed,  tied  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  and  anointed 
with  fome  oil  or  greafe ; white  feathers  were  (luck  in  at 
the  top  fome  had  fillets  of  white  feathers  all  round  the 
head,  and  others  wore  pieces  of  an  albatrofs  (kin,  with  its 
fine  white  down  in  their  ears.  Thus  fitted  out,  they  (hout- 
ed  at  our  approach,  and  received  us  (landing,  with  marks 
of  friendfliip  and  great  courtefy.  The  captain  wore  the 
new  cloak  of  baize  on  his  own  (boulders,  and  now  took 
it  off  and,  prefented  the  man  with  it;  he,  on  his  part, 
feemed  fo  much  plcafed  with  it,  that  he  immediately 
drew  out  of  his  girdle  a pattoo-pattoo,  or  (hort  fiat  club 
made  of  a great  fi(h’s  bone,  and  gave  it  to  the  Captain  in 
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return  for  fo  valuable  an  acquifition.  We  endeavoured  to 
enter  into  converfation ; but,  though  Captain  Cook  had 
taken  Gibfon,  the  corporal  of  marines,  with  him  for  that 
purpofe,  he  being  fuppofed  to  know  more  of  the  lan- 
guage * than  any  other  perfon  on  board,  yet  all  our  at- 
tempts to  be  underflood  proved  fruitlefs,  bccaufe  it  feemed 
this  family  had  a peculiar  harfhnefs  of  pronunciation.  We 
therefore  took  leave  of  them,  and  proceeded  to  furvey 
different  parts  of  the  bay,  filhing  at  intervals,  fhooting 
birds,  and  collecting  Ihclis,  and  other  marine  productions 
among  the  rocks.  The  weather  was  cloudy  all  this  time, 
though  it  did  not  rain  where  we  were  •,  but  when  we  re- 
turned to  our  fliip’s  cove,  we  were  told  it  had  rained  there 
inceffantly  in  our  abfcncc.  The  fame  obfervation  we  had 
frequent  opportunities  of  making  during  our  fojourn  in 
Dufky  Bay.  The  probable  caufeof  this  difference  of  wea- 
ther at  fuch  little  diftances,  are  the  high  mountains  which 
run  along  the  fouth  lliore  of  the  bay,  gradually  doping 
towards  the  weft  cape.  Thcfe  mountains  being  almoft 
conftantly  capped  with  clouds,  our  cove,  which  lay  im- 
mediately under,  and  was  furrounded  by  them,  was  of 
courfe  expofed  to  the  vapours,  which  perpetually  appeared 
moving  with  various  velocities  along  the  fides  of  the  hills, 
involving  the  tops  of  the  trees  over  which  they  paffed  in  a 

• He  was  particularly  verfed  in  the  language  of  the  iP.c  of  O-Tahcitce  ; and 
there  is  only  a difference  of  dialed  between  it  and  the  language  of  New  Zeeland. 
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kind  of  white  fcmi-opaquc  mift,  and  defcending  upon  us 
at  lad  in  rains  or  in  fogs  which  wetted  us  to  the  Ikin. 

The  ides  in  the  northern  part  not  having  fuch  high  hills 
to  atrraCt  and  flop  the  clouds  coining  from  the  fca,  per- 
mitted them  to  pafs  freely  on  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
bay  to  the  Alps,  which  we  faw  covered  with  perpetual 
fnow.  The  two  next  days  the  rains  were  fo  heavy  that 
no  work  could  be  done  ; the  perpetual  moidure  which 
defeended  in  this  place  caufed  fuch  a dampnefs  in  all 
parts  of  our  vell'el,  as  could  not  fail  to  become  very  un- 
wholcfomc,  and  to  dedroy  all  the  collections  of  plants 
which  had  been  made.  Our  floop  lying  fo  near  the  ihore, 
which  was  deep  and  fhaggy  with  over-hanging  woods, 
was  involved  in  almoll  condant  darknefs,  even  in  fair  wea- 
ther, and  much  more  fo  during  the  fogs  and  rains,  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  light  candles  at  noon.  But  the  con- 
dant fupply  of  frefh  fifh  confidcrably  alleviated  thefe  dis- 
agreeable circumdanccs,  and,  together  with  the  fpruce- 
becr  and  the  myrtle-tea,  contributed  to  keep  us  healthy 
and  drong  even  in  this  damp  climate.  We  were  now  in- 
deed become  pcrfcCt  ichhppbagi,  for  many  amongd  us  en- 
tirely lived  upon  filh.  The  ftiar  of  being  cloyed  with  this 
delicious  food,  often  fet  us  at  work  to  invent  new  methods 
of  preparing  it,  in  order  • to  deceive  the  palate  •,  and  we 
accordingly  made  foups,  and  padies,  boiled,  fried,  roaded, 
and  dewed  our  fillies.  But  it  was  pleafant  to  obferve,  that 
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aV/’I.  all  the  arts  of  cookery  only  tended  to  furfeit  the  fooner, 
for  thofe  who  wifely  confined  themfelves  to  plain  boiling 
in  fea  water,  always  did  honour  to  their  meals; 

As  if  increafc  of  appetite  had  grown 

By  what  it  fed  on,-  ' Shakespeare. 

But  what  was  more  fingular  than  all,  was,  that  in  order 
to  prevent  any  diilike  to  our  food,  we  confined  ourfelves, 
among  a great  variety  of  different  forts,  chiefly  to  one 
fpecies  of  fillies,  which  our  failors  from  its  dark  colour, 
called  ihc  coal-fifh,  and  which  in  tafte  nearly  rcfcmbled 
our  Englifh  cod,  being  of  the  fame  genus.  Its  meat  was 
firm,  juicy,  and  nutritive ; but  not  fo  rich  and  fat  as  that 
of  many  other  fpecies,  which  we  found  very  delicious, 
but  could  not  continually  feed  upon.  A very  fine  fpecies 
of  crayfifli  (cancer  bomarus  Lin.)  larger  than  the  lobfter, 
fome  Qiell-fiQi,  and  now  and  then  a cormorant,  duck, 
pigeon,  or  parrot  gave  us  an  agreeable  variety  at  our  table, 
which,  compared  to  its  appearance  when  at  fea,  was  now 
luxurious  and  profufe. 

Every  perfon  in  our  floop  experienced  the  good  e fleets 
of  this  change  of  diet  ; nay  every  animal  on  board  feemed  ' 
to  be  benefited  by  it,  except  our  flicep,  which  were  not 
likely  to  fare  fo  well  as  ourfelves.  The  nature  of  the 
country  accounts  for  this  difagreeable  circumftance.  The 
whole  fouthern  extremity  of  Tavai-poe-namoo,  or  the 
' fouthern  illand  of  New  Zeeland,  and  cfpecially  the  land 
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about  Dufky  Bay  confifts  entirely  of  deep  rocky  mountains, 
with  craggy  precipices,  clad  with  thick  forefts,  and  either 
barren  or  covered  with  fnow  on  their  fummits.  No  mea- 
dows and  lawns  are  to  be  met  with,  and  the  only  flat  land 
we  found,  was  fituated  at  the  head  of  deep  coves,  where 
a brook  fell  into  the  fea,  which  probably  by  depofuing 
the  earth  and  Hones  it  brought  from  the  hills,  had  formed 
this  low  and  level  ground.  But  even  there  the  whole 
was  over-run  with  woods  and  briars,  and  we  could  not 
find  a Angle  fpot  of  ground  which  might  have  afforded 
pafture,  the  grafs  which  grew  on  fomc  beaches  being 
very  hard  and  coarfc.  However,  after  we  had  taken  pains 
to  furnifh  our  fheep  with  the  frefheft  fprouts  which  we 
could  meet  with,  we  were  furprifed  that  they  would  not 
touch  any  of  them : but  upon  examination  we  found  that 
their  teeth  were  loofe,  and  that  many  of  them  had  every 
fymptom  of  an  inveterate  fca  feurvy.  Of  four  ewes  and 
two  rams  which  captain  Cook  brought  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  with  an  intent  to  put  them  on  ihorc  in  New 
Zeeland,  wc  had  only  been  able  to  preferve  one  of  each 
fex,  and  thefe  were  in  fo  wretched  a condition,  that  their 
further  prefervation  was  very  doubtful.  If  future  navi- 
gators mean  to  make  fuch  valuable  prefents,  as  cattle  of 
any  fort  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea,  the  only 
probable  method  of  bringing  them  fafely  thither,  would 
be  to  take  the  fliortell  route  poffible  from  the  Cape  to  New 
Vol.  I.  U Zeeland, 
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Zeeland,  in  the  middle  latitudes,  and  in  the  beft  of  feafons, 
when  they  may  expert  a quick  paflage,  and  no  fevere 
cold.  ' 

On  the  1 1 th,  the  Iky  being  clear  and  ferene  promifed 
a fair  day,  which  was  very  much  wanted,  in  order  to  dry 
our  fails  and  linen,  as  we  had  not  been  able  to  do  either 
Cnee  our  arrival  in  this  bay.  We  likewife  obtained  the 
ufe  of  a boat,  in  order  to  increafe  the  number  of  our  ob- 
fervations  on  the  produ&ions  of  nature.  We  dire&ed  our 
courfe  to  the  cove  where  we  had  feen  the  firft  canoe  of  the 
natives,  and  particularly  to  a water- fall,  which  wc  had 
obferved  from  afar  a few  days  ago,  and  which  had  induced 
us  to  call  this  inlet  Cafcade  Cove.  This  water-fall,  at  the 
dillance  of  a mile  and  a half,  feems  to  be  but  inconCderable, 
on  account  of  its  great  elevation ; but  after  climbing  about 
two  hundred  yards  upwards,  we  obtained  a full  profpeft  of 
it,  and  found  indeed  a view  of  great  beauty  and  grandeur 
before  us.  The  Crft  object  which  ftrikes  the  beholder,  is 
a clear  column  of  water,  apparently  eight  or  ten  yards  in 
circumference,  which  is  projected  with  great  impetuoGty 
from  the  perpendicular  rock,  at  the  height  of  one  hundred 
yards.  Nearly  at  the  fourth  part  of  the  whole  height,, 
this  column  meeting  a part  of  the  fame  rock,  which  now 
acquires  a little  inclination,  fpreads  on  its  broad  back  into 
a limpid  fheet  of  about  twenty-Gve  yards  in  width.  Here 
its  furface  is  curled,  and  daflies  upon  every  little  eminence 
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in  its  rapid  dcfcent,  till  it  is  all  colleffed  in  a fine  bafon  about  »*»• 
fixty  yards  in  circuit,  included  on  three  fides  by  the  natural 
walls  of  the  rocky  chafm,  and  in  front  by  huge  mafies  of 
ilone  irregularly  piled  above  each  other.  Between  them 
the  ftream  finds  its  way,  and  runs  foaming  with  thegreateft 
rapidity  along  the  Hope  of  the  hill  to  the  fea.  The  whole 
neighbourhood  of  the  cafcade,  to  a diftancc  of  an  hundred 
yards  around,  is  filled  with  the  fleam  or  watery  vapour 
formed  by  the  violence  of  the  fall.  This  mill  however  was 
fo  thick,  that  it  penetrated  our  clothes  in  a few  minutes, 
as  cfleiflually  as  a fliower  of  rain  would  have  done.  We 
mounted  on  the  higheft  ftone  before  the  bafon,  and  looking 
down  into  it,  were  ftruck  with  the  fight  of  a moft  beautiful 
rainbow  of  a perfetftly  circular  form,  which  was  produced 
by  the  meridian  rays  of  the  fun  refraiftcd  in  the  vapour  of 
the  cafcade.  Beyond  this  circle  the  reft  of  the  fleam  was 
tinged  with  the  prifmatic  colours,  refrafted  in  an  inverted 
order.  The  feenery  on  the  left  confifts  of  fteep,  brown 
rocks,  fringed  on  the  fummits  with  oyer-hanging  flirubs 
and  trees  ; on  the  right  there  is  a vaft  heap  of  large  ftones, 
probably  hurried  down  from  the  impending  mountain’s 
brow,  by  the  force  of  the  torrent.  From  thence  rifes  a 
doping  bank,  about  feventy-five  yards  high,  on  which  a 
wall  of  twenty-five  yards  perpendicular  is  placed,  crowned 
with  verdure  and  flirubberies.  Still  farther  to  the  right, 
the  broken  rocks  are  clothed  with  nioffcs,  ferns,  grafles, 
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and  various  flowers  j nay  fcveral  flrrubs,  and  trees  to  the 
height  of  forty  feet,  rife  on  both  fldes  of  the  flream,  and 
hide  its  courfe  from  the  fun.  The  noife  of  the  cafcadc  is  fo 
loud,  and  fo  repeatedly  reverberated  from  the  echoing  rocks, 
that  it  drowns  almoft  every  other  found ; the  birds  feemed 
to  retire  from  it  to  a little  diflance,  where  the  (brill  notes 
of  thruflies,  the  graver  pipe  of  wattle-birds,  and  the  en- 
chanting melody  of  various  creepers  refounded  on  all  (ides, 
and  completed  the  beauty  of  this  wild  and  romantic  fpot. 
On  turning  round  we  beheld  an  cxtcnftvc  bay,  flrewed  as 
it  were  with  fmall  iflands,  which  arc  covered  with  lofty 
trees  ; beyond  them  on  one  fide,  the  mountains  rife  ma- 
jeftic  on  the  main  land,  capt  with  clouds  and  perpetual 
fnow  ; and  on  the  other,  the  immenfe  ocean  bounded  our 
view.  The  grandeur  of  this  feene  was  fuch,  that  the 
powers  of  defeription  fall  (hort  of  the  force  and  beauty  of 
nature,  which  could  only  be  truly  imitated  by  the  pencil 
of  Mr.  Hodges,  who  went  on  this  voyage  with  us  ; and 
whofe  performances  do  great  credit  and  honour  to  his 
judgment  and  execution,  as  well  as  to  the  choice  of  his 
employers.  Satisfied  with  the  contemplation  of  this  mag- 
nificent fight,  we  diredled  our  attention  next  to  the  flowers 
which  enlivened  the  ground,  and  the  fmall  birds  which 
fung  very  cheerfully  all  round  us.  We  had  as  yet  found 
neither  the  vegetable  nor  animal  creation  fo  beautiful, 
or  fo  numerous,  in  any  part  of  this  bay  ; perhaps,  becaufc 
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the  ftrong  refraction  of  the  fun-beams  from  the  perpendi-  A'”£ 
lar  walls  of  rock,  and  the  fhelter  from  florms,  made  the 
elimatc  conftderably  more  mild  and  genial  in  this  fpot  than 
in  any  other  part.  The  foil  was  in  nothing  different 
here  from  that  in  other  parts  round  the  bay,  but  feemed  to 
be  the  fame  vegetable  mould  ; and  the  rocks  and  Hones 
about  the  cafeade  confided  of  maffes  of  granite,  or  moor- 
ftonc  (faxum) , and  of  a kind  of  brown  talcous  clay-done, 
in  drata,  which  is  common  to  all  New  Zeeland. 

We  returned  on  board  before  fun-fet,  well  pleafed  with 
our  acquifitions  during  this  cicurCon.  At  our  return 
we  were  told,  that  the  Indian  family,  whom  we  had  fecn 
paddling  into  the  cove,  in  the  morning,  in  their  bed  attire, 
had  gradually  approached  the  fhip  with  great  caution.  Cap- 
tain Cook  meeting  them  in  a boat,  quitted  it,  and  went 
into  their  canoe,  but  could  not  prevail  on  them  to  come 
along  fide  of  the  fhip,  and  was  obliged  to  leave  them  to  fol- 
low their  own  inclination.  At  length  they  went  afhore,  in 
a little  creek  hard  by  ours,  and  afterwards  came  and  fat  down 
on  the  fhore  abroad  of  the  veffel,  to  which  they  were  near 
enough  to  be  heard,  and  fpoken  to.  The  captain  gave  or- 
ders to  play  the  fife  and  bagpipe,  and  to  beat  the  drum  j 
but  they  entirely  difregarded  the  two  fird,  and  were  nor 
very  attentive  to  the  lad,  nor  could  any  thing  induce  them 
to  come  on  board.  Several  of  our  officers  and  feamen  then 
going  on  fhore  to  them,  were  received  with  great  good- 
nature. 
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AVy*.  nature,  and  attempted  to  converfe  with  them  by  figns,  which 
were  for  the  moft  part  unintelligible,  or  mifunderftood. 
However,  the  young  woman  (hewed  a great  partiality  to  a 
young  fcaman,  and  from  her  gcflurcs  it  was  fuppofed  (he 
took  him  for  one  of  her  own  fex ; but  whether  he  had 
taken  fome  improper  liberties,  or  whether  (he  had  any  other 
rcafon  to  be  difgufted,  die  would  never  1'uffcr  him  to  come 
near  her  afterwards.  We  likewife  went  on  (hore  to  them, 
after  returning  from  our  cxcurfion,  and  the  man  defiring 
us  to  fit  down  by  him,  frequently  pointed  at  our  boats  that 
plyed  between  the  (liip  and  the  diore,  and  it  appeared  that 
he  was  defirous  of  pofielfing  one  of  them.  They  (laid  all 
night  about  a hundred  yards  from  our  watering  place, 
lighted  a fire, and  drededfome  filh  there,  thus  evidently  placing 
great  confidence  in  us.  In  the  evening  a party  of  officers 
fet  out  in  a fmall  boat,  to  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  where 
they  intended  to  pafs  the  night,  and  continue  (hooting  all 
the  next  day. 

Captain  Cook,  accompanied  by  my  father,  went  in  his 
Monday  t».  boat  the  next  morning,  to  furvey  the  rocks  and  ifles  in  the 
mouth  of  the  bay.  They  entered  a fine  fnug  cove,  on  the 
S.  E.  fide  of  the  ifiand,  under  which  we  had  found  our  firft 
anchorage,  and  which  was  therefore  named  Anchor  Idand. 
Here  they  fat  down  by  the  fide  of  a plcafant  brook,  and 
made  a (light  repaft  on  fome  boiled  craw-fi(h,  which  they 
had  brought  with  them.  From  thence  they  proceeded  to 
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the  outcrmod  iflands,  where  they  difcovered  a number  of 
feals  on  the  rocks,  fhot  fourteen  of  them  with  ball,  which 
they  carried  away  with  them,  and  might  have  killed  many 
more,  had  the  furf  permitted  them  to  land  upon  all  the 
rocks  in  fafety.  The  feals  in  Dufky  Bay  are  all  of  the  fpe- 
cies  called  fea-bears  #,  which  profeffor  Steller  fird  deferibed 
on  Bering’s  Ifland,  near  Kamtchatka,  and  which  are  confe- 
quently  common  to  both  hemifpheres.  They  are  very 
numerous  on  the  fouthern  extremities  of  the  continents  of 
America  and  Africa,  likewife  at  New  Zeeland,  and  on 
Diemen’s  Land.  The  only  difference  we  could  perceive  be- 
tween thefe  at  Dufky  Bay,  and  thofe  deferibed  at  Kamtchat- 
ka, confided  in  the  fize,  in  refpedl  of  which  ours  were  in- 
ferior. They  found  it  difficult  to  kill  them,  and  many, 
though  grievoufly  wounded,  efcaped  into  the  fea,  and  ting- 
ed the  rocks  and  the  water  with  their  blood.  Their  meat, 
which  is  almod  black,  and  their  heart  and  liver  were  cat- 
able,  the  former,  by  the  help  of  a good  appetite,  and  a 
little  imagination,  might  be  eaten  for  beef,  and  the  lafl 
were  perfectly  fimilar  to  a calf’s  pluck.  We  were,  how- 
ever, obliged  to  cut  away  every  bit  of  fat,  before  we  dreffed 
the  meat,  which  otherwife  had  an  infupportablc  tade  of 
train-oil.  Captain  Cook  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportuni- 
ty of  laying  in  a provifion  of  lamp-oil,  which  was  boiled. 

* Fhoca  urfina  Linn,  Urfine  Seal,  Ptnnant.  Syn.  £>utid.  271, 
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Arl'l  out  °f  l^c  ^ea^s  ^at  * alf°  ordered  the  fkins  to  be  made 
ufe  of  for  repairing  our  rigging. 

Tuefday  ij.  xhe  fuccefs  of  the  preceding  day  encouraged  him  to 
make  another  trip  to  the  Seal  Iflands,  on  which  my  father 
accompanied  him  again  ; but  the  fea  ran  fo  very  high,  that 
it  was  by  no  means  practicable  to  come  near,  and  much 
lefs  to  land  on  them.  With  a great  deal  of  difficulty  they 
weathered  the  S.  W.  point  of  Anchor  Illand,  where  the  fea 
tumbled  in  with  great  impetuofity,  and  was  fo  much  agi- 
tated, as  to  afTedt  the  mariners  with  fickncfs.  They  then 
rowed  along  the  north  fhore  of  that  ifland,  where  the  cap- 
tain landed  to  take  the  bearings  of  different  points.  It  hap- 
pened very  fortunately,  that  they  had  taken  this  route ; for 
they  now  difeovered  the  fmall  boat  adrift,  which  fet  off 
from  the  {loop  on  the  1 1 th  in  the  evening,  and  laid  hold 
of  it  the  moment  before  it  was  going  to  be  dafhed  againft 
the  rocks.  The  boat  was  immediately  fecurcd  in  a fmall 
creek,  and  after  refrefhing  the  people  with  fome  proviGons 
which  they  found  in  it,  captain  Cook  proceeded  to  the  place 
where  he  fuppofed  the  party  of  officers  to  be,  from  whom 
it  was  drifted  away.  Between  feven  and  eight  in  the  even- 
ing they  reached  the  cove,  and  found  them  on  a fmall 
ifland,  to  which  they  could  not  then  approach,  becaufe  the 
tide  had  left  it.  They  landed  therefore  on  an  adjacent 
■point,  and  after  many  fruitlcfs  attempts,  at  length  fuccecd- 
ed  in  making  a fire.  Here  they  broiled  fome  fifli,  and  after 
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Ripper  lay  down ; the  ftony  beach  was  their  bed,  and  their  a7”L. 
covering  the  canopy  of  heaven. 

At  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  tide  permitted  them 
to  take  the  fportfmen  from  their  barren  illand  ; after  which 
they  immediately  failed  with  a fair  wind,  accompanied 
•with  Ihowers  of  rain,  to  the  cove  where  they  had  fecured 
the  other  boat.  Here  they  found  an  immenfe  number  of 
petrels  of  the  bluifli  fpccies,  common  over  the  whole 
fouthern  ocean  *,  fomc  being  on  the  wing,  and  others  in 
the  woods,  in  holes  under  ground  formed  between  the 
roots  of  trees  and  in  the  crevices  of  rocks,  in  places  not 
cafily  acccflible,  where  they  probably  had  their  nefts  and 
young.  In  day  time,  not  one  of  them  was  to  be  feen 
there,  the  old  ones  then  being  probably  out  at  fea  in  quell 
of  food.  They  now  faw  them  going  out  for  that  purpofe, 
and  two  days  ago  they  had  been  obferved  at  the  Seal 
Iflands,  returning  in  the  evening  in  order  to  feed  their 
young  with  the  food  which  they  had  collected.  They  now 
heard  a great  variety  of  confufcd  founds  coming  from  the 
Cdcs  of  the  hill,  fomc  very  acute,  others  like  the  croak- 
ing of  frogs,  which  were  made  by  thefe  petrels.  At  other 
times  we  have  found  innumerable  holes  on  the  top  of  one 
of  the  Seal  Iflands,  and  heard  the  young  petrels  making  a 
noife  in  them  ; but  as  the  holes  communicated  with  each 
other  it  was  impoffible  to  come  at  one  of  them.  We  had 

*•'  Sec  p;igc  91. 
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already  frequently  obferved  the  old  petrels  flying  about  ua 
in  the  evening,  when  we  returned  late  from  our  cxcur- 
fions,  but  till  now  they  had  always  been  taken  for  bats. 
They  have  a broad  bill,  and  a blackilh  ftripe  acrofs  their 
bluilh  wings  and  body,  and  arc  not  fo  large  as  the  com- 
mon fhcar-water  or  Mank’s  petrel  of  our  fcas.  The  in- 
ftindl  is  very  wonderful  which  aiftuates  thefe  birds  to  bur- 
row holes  under  ground  for  their  young,  to  roam  all 
over  the  ocean  in  quell  of  food  for  their  fupporr,  and  to 
find  their  way  to  the  Ihore  when  they  arc  fcveral  hundred 
leagues  diftant  from  it. 

Having  replaced  the  fportfinen  in  their  boat,  they  all 
proceeded  to  the  Ihip,  which  they  reached  at  feven  in  the 
morning,  not  a little  fatigued  from  the  night’s  expedition. 
The  natives,  probably  forefeeing  the  bad  weather,  which 
continued  all  this  day,  had  left  the  place  they  occupied 
near  the  Clip  on  the  preceding  night,  and  had  retired  to 
their  habitations  on  Indian  Ifland. 

The  weather  cleared  up  a little  on  the  1 jth  in  the 
morning.  Captain  Cook  therefore  fet  out  to  continue  his 
furvey  of  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  bay,  and  we  accompanied 
a party  of  officers  to  the  cove  in  that  part  where  we  in- 
tended to  take  up  our  quarters  for  the  next  night.  In 
our  way  we  rowed  along-fide  of  our  fifliing-boat,  which 
conftantly  went  out  in  the  morning  to  provide  all  our 
crew  with  their  dinner,  and  took  in  a fail  which  we  flood 
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in  need  of.  We  were  furprifed  to  fee  the  young  black 
dog  in  the  boat  with  them,  which  ran  away  from  us  on 
the  ad  inftant  ; and  were  told,  that,  taking  their  Ration 
near  the  £hore,  at  day-break  they  had  heard  a very  pite- 
ous howling  on  the  next  point,  and  had  found  the  dog, 
which  came  into  the  boat  very  readily  as  foon  as  they 
put  in  fhore.  Though  this  animal  had  been  in  the  woods 
during  a fortnight,  yet  it  was  by  no  means  famifhed,  but 
on  the  contrary  looked  well  fed  and  very  fleek.  A large 
fpecies  of  rails,  which  we  called  water-hens,  and  which 
are  very  numerous  in  this  part  of  New  Zeeland,  with 
perhaps  fome  flicll-fifli  on  the  rocks,  or  fome  dead  filh 
thrown  up  by  the  fca,  had  in  all  probability  afforded  it 
fufficient  fupport.  We  may  from  hence  conclude,  that  as 

there  is  abundance  of  food  for  carnivorous  animals  in 

/ 

New  Zeeland,  they  would  probably  be  very  numerous  if 
they  exifted  there  at  all,  and  efpecially  if  they  were  en- 
dowed with  any  degree  of  fagacity,  like  the  fox,  or  cat 
tribes.  In  that  cafe  they  could  not  have  cfcaped  the  no- 
tice of  our  numerous  parties,  nor  of  the  natives,  and  the 
latter  would  certainly  have  preferved  their  furrs,  as  a va- 
luable article  of  drefs  in  their  moilt  and  raw  climate,  for 
want  of  which  they  now  wear  the  fkins  of  dogs  and  of 
birds.  The  queftion,  whether  New  Zeeland  contained 
any  wild  quadrupeds,  had  engaged  our  attention  from 
our  firft  arrival  there.  One  of  our  people,  ftrongly  per- 
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\r«u  fuaded  that  fo  great  a country  could  not  fail  of  poflefling 
new  and  unknown  animals,  had  already  twice  reported 
that  he  had  feen  a brown  animal,  fomething  lefs  than  a 
jackal  or  little  fox,  about  the  dawn  of  morning,  fitting  on 
a flump  of  a tree  near  our  tents,  and  running  off  at  his 
approach.  But  as  this  circumflance  has  never  been  con- 
firmed by  any  fubfequent  teflimony,  nothing  is  more  pro- 
bable than  that  the  want  of  day-light  had  deceived  him, 
and  that  he  had  either  obferved  one  of  the  numerous 
wood-hens,  which  are  brown,  and  creep  through  the 
bufhes  very  frequently  ; or  that  one  of  our  cats,  on  the 
watch  for  little  birds,  had  been  miflakcn  for  a new  qua- 
druped. 

Having  taken  the  fail  on  board,  we  continued  our  courfe, 
and  began  our  refcarchcs  in  the  cove,  where  we  killed 
many  ducks  of  four  different  fpecies.  One  of  them  was 
remarkably  beautiful,  and  of  the  fize  of  the  eider  duck. 
Its  plumage  was  of  a blackifh  brown,  elegantly  fprinkled 
with  white ; all  the  coverts  of  the  wing  were  white,  the 
rump  and  vent  ferruginous,  the  quill  and  tail-feathers 
black,  and  the  fccondaries  green.  Another  fpecies  was 
nearly  of  the  fize  of  our  mallard,  but  all  of  a light-brown, 
every  feather  being  edged  with  a ycllowifh  white,  of 
which  there  was  a line  on  the  cheek  and  eye-brows;  the 
eyes  of  this  fort  had  irides  of  a bright  yellow,  and  on  the 
wings  there  was  a fpot  of  fine  bluifh  green  inclofcd  in 
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black  lines.  The  third  fort  was  a bluilh  grey  whittling 
duck,  about  the  fize  of  a wigcon  ■,  its  bill  had  a remark- 
able membranaceous  fubftance  at  the  extremity  on  both 
fules,  probably  bccaufe  the  bird  is  intended  to  live  by 
fucking  the  worms,  &c.  in  the  mud,  when  the  tide  re- 
tires from  the  beaches.  Its  bread  was  fprinkled  with 
ferruginous  feathers,  and  on  the  wings  it  had  a large 
white  fpot.  The  fourth  and  moft  common  fort  is  a fmall 
brown  duck,  which  is  nearly  the  fame  as  the  Englifli  gad- 
wall.  A little  before  dark,  the  captain,  having  examined 
all  the  harbours  which  lay  in  his  way,  fliot  a number  of 
wild  fowl,  and  caught  fifh  fufficient  for  all  our  party,  ar- 
rived at  our  rendezvous,  where  we  had  ereetted  a tent,  by 
means  of  the  fails  and  oars.  Our  keen  appetites  difpenfed 
with  the  arts  of  cookery,  and  our  fifh  broiled  a I'Indiennc, 
over  a ftrong  fire,  on  a bit  of  a flick,  tatted  a3  dclicioufly. 
as  we  could  defire.  With  this  fupper,  and  a draught  of 
fprucc-becr,  of  which  we  had  carried  a fmall  keg  with  us, 
we  compofed  ourfelves  to  fleep,  and  contrived  to  pafs  the 
night,  though  not  quite  fo  comfortably  as  in  our  beds. 
The  next  morning  a boat  went  up  to  the  head  of  the  cove 
to  ftart  the  game,  which  was  done  fo  effectually  that  al- 
moft  all  the  wild-ducks  cfcapcd,  the  rain  having  wetted 
all  our  fire-arms.  The  captain  now  landed  in  the  cove, 
and  walked  acrofs  a narrow  ifthmus,  which  feparates  it 
from  another  cove  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Five-finger 
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Land.  Here  he  found  a prodigious  number  of  the  water- 
hens  before  mentioned,  and  brought  away  ten  couple  of 
them,  which  recompens'd  him  for  the  trouble  of  crolling 
the  ifthmus,  through  intricate  woods,  where  the  water 
was  frequently  up  to  the  waift.  At  nine  o’clock  we  were 
all  aflembled  again,  and  fet  out  on  our  return  to  the  ihip ; 
but  as  we  continued  examining  every  creek  and  harbour 
which  wc  found  on  our  way,  and  encrcafing  our  collection 
of  wild-fowl,  we  did  not  return  till  feven  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  We  brought  feven  dozen  of  various  forts  of 
birds  with  us,  among  which  were  near  thirty  ducks,  and 
immediately  diftributed  them  to  the  feveral  mefles  of  offi- 
cers, petty-officcrs,  and  feamen,  as  far  as  they  would  go. 
We  may  take  this  opportunity  to  obferve,  that  there  is  no 
part  of  New  Zeeland  fo  well  flocked  with  birds  of  all  kinds 
as  Duiky  Bay.  We  found  feveral  forts  of  wild-ducks, 
fhags,  corvorants,  oyfter-catchers  or  fea-pies,  water  or  wood- 
hens,  albatrofles,  gannets,  gulls,  pinguins,  and  others  of 
the  aquatic  kind.  The  land-birds  were  hawks,  parrots, 
pigeons,  and  many  lcfler  ones  of  new  and  unknown  fpccies. 
The  parrots  were  of  two  forts.;  one  fmall  and  green,  and 
the  other  very  large,  greyifh-green,  with  a reddifh  bread. 
As  the  birds  of  that  genus  arc  commonly  confined  to  the 
warmer  climates,  we  were  much  furprifed  to  find  them  in 
the  latitude  of  46",  expofed  to  the  raw  rainy  weather, 
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which  the  height  of  the  mountains  almod  condantly  pro-  yliVi'u 
duces  in  Dufky  Bay. 

The  next  day  was  fo  rainy,  that  none  of  us  could  ven-  sundjy  >s, 
rurc  to  dir  out  of  the  floop;  but  the  day  after  proving  a 
very  fine  one,  my  father  went  up  the  hill,  along  the  courfe 
of  the  brook,  from  which  we  filled  our  calks.  About  half 
a mile  upwards,  through  ferns,  rotten  trees,  and  thick 
foreds,  he  came  to  a fine  lake  of  frefli  water  nearly  half 
a mile  in  diameter.  Its  water  was  limpid  and  well  tailed, 
but  had  acquired  a brownilh  hue,  from  the  leaves  of  trees 
which  dropped  into  it  on  all  fides  ; he  obferved  no  other 
inhabitant  in  it  than  a fmall  fpecies  of  filh  (efox),  without 
feales,  refembling  a little  trout ; its  colour  was  brown, 
and  mottled  with  yellowilh  fpots  in  the  Ihape  of  fome 
ancient  Afiatic  charadcrs.  The  whole  lake  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a thick  fored,  confiding  of  the  larged  trees, 
and  the  mountains  rofe  all  round  it  in  a variety  of  forms. 

The  environs  were  defined  and  filent,  not  the  lead  note 
of  the  common  birds  was  heard,  for  it  was  rather  cold 
at  this  elevation;  and  not  a fingle  plant  had  bloflbms. 

The  whole  feene  was  perfectly  fitted  to  infpire  a kind  of 
pleating  melancholy,  and  to  encourage  hermit-meditation. 

The  fine  weather  induced  our  friends  the  natives  to  pay 
us  another  vifit ; they  took  up  their  quarters  on  the  fame 
fpot,  where  they  had  been  this  day  fevennighr,  and  when 
they  were  again  invited  to  come  on  board,  they  promifed 
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to  come  the  next  morning.  In  the  mean  while  they  had  a 
quarrel  among  thcmfelves,  the  man  beat  the  two  women 
who  were  fuppofed  to  be  his  wives-,  the  young  girl  in 
return  ftruck  him,  and  then  began  to  weep.  What  the 
caufe  of  this  difagreement  was,  we  cannot  determine  j but 
if  the  young  woman  was  really  the  man’s  daughter,  which 
we  could  never  clearly  underlland,  it  fhould  feem  that 
the  filial  duties  are  Itrangely  confounded  among  them  ; or 
which  is  more  probable,  that  this  fccludcd  family  adted  in 
every  refpcdf,  not  according  to  the  cuftoms  and  regulations 
of  a civil  fociety,  but  from  the  impulfes  of  nature,  which 
fpeak  aloud  againft  every  degree  of  opprellion. 

In  the  morning,  the  man  refolved  to  come  on  board 
with  the  young  woman,  but  fent  the  reft  of  his  family  a- 
fifliing  in  the  canoe.  He  walked  with  her  round  the  cove, 
to  the  place  where  we  had  made  a ftage  or  temporary 
bridge  from  the  vcffel  to  the  Ihore.  Before  they  entered 
upon  this,  they  were  conduced  to  a place  on  the  hill, 
where  we  kept  our  Ihecp  and  goats,  which  they  feemed 
to  be  much  furprifed  with,  and  defired  to  poflefs  ; but  as 
we  forefaw  that  they  muft  die  for  want  of  proper  food 
if  we  left  them  here,  we  could  not  comply  with  this 
tequeft.  Captain  Cook,  and  my  father  met  them  at  the 
ftage,  and  this  man  after  faluting  them  with  his  nofe 
again  ft  theirs,  gave  each  of  them  a new  cloak  or  piece 
of  cloth  made  of  the  flax-plant,  curioufly  interwoven  with 
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parrot’s  feathers,  and  prefented  the  captain  with  a piece  a’”’  . 
of  green  nephritic  (lone,  or  jadde  *,  which  was  formed  into 
the  blade  of  a hatchet.  Before  he  ftepped  on  the  bridge,  he 
turned  afidc,  put  a piece  of  a bird’s  (kin  with  white  feathers 
through  the  hole  in  one  of  his  ears,  and  broke  off  a fmall 
green  branch  from  a neighbouring  bufli.  With  this  he 
walked  on,  and  (lopping  when  he  could  juft  reach  the 
(hip's  (ides  with  his  hand,  ftruck  them  and  the  main- 
(hrouds  fcvcral  times  with  his  branch.  He  then  began  to 
repeat  a kind  of  fpcech  or  prayer,  which  feemed  to  have 
regular  cadences,  and  to  be  metrically  arranged  as  a 
poem  } his  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the  place  he  had 
touched,  his  voice  was  raifed,  and  his  whole  behaviour 
grave  and  folcmn.  The  young  woman,  though  at  other 
times  laughing  and  dancing,  now  kept  clofe  to  the 
man  and  was  ferious  all  the  while  he  fpoke,  which 
laded  about  two  or  three  minutes  ; at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpeech  he  ftruck  the  (hip’s  fide  again,  threw  the  branch 
into  the  main  chains,  and  came  aboard.  This  manner  of 
delivering  folemn  orations,  and  making  peace,  is  praiftifed 
by  all  the  nations  which  have  been  feen  in  the  South  Sea 
before  our  voyage,  as  appears  from  the  teftimonies  of 
various  voyagers.  Both  the  man  and  woman  had  a fpear 
in  their  hands  when  they  were  conduced  on  the  quarter- 
deck ; there  they  admired  every  thing  they  faw  : a few  geefe 

• See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  286* 
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in  our  coops  particularly  attracted  their  attention  ; a hand- 
fome  cat,  was  likewife  much  courted,  but  they  always 
ftroked  it  the  wrong  way,  fo  as  to  make  the  hair  Hand  up- 
right, though  we  fhowed  them  to  do  it  in  a contrary  direc- 
tion j probably  they  admired  the  richnefs  of  the  furr.  The 
man  looked  upon  every  new  objeft  with  furprize,  but  as  his 
attention  could  not  be  fixed  to  any  one  objetfl  for  more  than 
a Angle  moment,  many  of  our  works  of  art  mult  have  ap- 
peared to  him  as  incomprehenfible,  as  thofe  of  nature. 
However,  the  number  and  ftrength  of  our  decks  and  of 
Other  parts  of  our  veilel  engrofled  his  admiration  more  than 
any  thing  clfe.  The  girl,  feeing  Mr.  Hodgas,  whofe  pen- 
cil the  had  much  admired,  made  him  a prefent  of  a piece 
of  cloth,  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  which  the  man  had 
given  to  captain  Cook  and  my  father.  This  cuftom  of 
making  prefents  is  not  fo  ufual  in  other  parts  of  New  Zee- 
land,  as  in  the  tropical  ifiands  : but  it  appears  on  the  whole, 
that  this  family  were  not  always  guided  by  national  cuf— 
toms,  but  took  fuch  meafures  as  prudence  and  integrity 
fuggefted  in  their  fituation,  which  left  them  at  the  mercy 
of  a greater  force.  We  defired  them  to  come  into  the  cabin, 
and  after  a long  debate  among  themfelves,  they  accepted 
the  invitation,  and  defeended  by  the  ladder.  Here  they 
admired  every  thing,  and  were  particularly  pleafed  to 
learn  the  ufc  of  chairs,  and  that  they  might  be  removed: 
from  place  to  place.  They  were  prefented  with  hatchets 
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by  the  captain  and  my  father,  and  received  a great  num- 
ber of  trinkets  of  lefs  value.  Thefe  lad  the  man  laid 
down  in  a heap,  and  would  have  gone  away  without  them, 
had  we  not  reminded  him  of  them  ; whereas  he  never 
let  a hatchet  or  fpikc-nail  go  out  of  his  hand,  after  he  had 
once  taken  hold  of  it.  They  faw  us  fit  down  to  our  break- 
fad,  and  were  feated  near  us ; but  all  our  intreaties  could 
not  prevail  on  them  to  touch  our  vhfbuals.  They  likewife 
exprcfsly  inquired  where  we  went  to  deep,  and  the  cap- 
tain lliowed  them  his  cot,  which  was  fufpended,  at  which 
they  were  mightily  plcafed.  From  the  cabin  they  proceeded 
to  the  gun-room,  on  the  deck  below  ; and  having  received 
feveral  prefents  there,  they  returned  to  the  captain  again. 
The  man  now  pulled  out  a little  leather  bag,  probably  of 
feals  fkin,  and  having,  with  a good  deal  of  ceremony,  put 
in  his  fingers,  which  he  pulled  out  covered  with  oil,  offered 
to  anoint  captain  Cook’s  hair ; this  honour  was  however 
declined,  bccaufe  the  unguent,  though  perhaps  held  as  a 
delicious  perfume,  and  as  the  mod  precious  thing  the  man 
could  bellow,  yet  feemed  to  our  noftrils  not  a little  offen- 
fivc ; and  the  very  fqualid  appearances  of  the  bag  in  which 
it  was  contained,  contributed  to  make  it  ftill  more  difguft- 
ful.  Mr.  Hodges  did  not  efcapc  fo  well ; for  the  girl,  hav- 
ing a tuft  of  feathers,  dipt  in  oil,  on  a firing  round  her 
neck,  infilled  upon  drelling  him  out  with  it,  and  he  was 
forced  to  wear  the1* odoriferous  prcfent,  in  pure  civility. 
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We  left  them  to  amufe  themfelves  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
fli ip,  and  fet  out  in  two  boats,  with  the  captain  and  feve- 
ral  officers,  to  examine  a long  inlet  which  ran  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  in  fight  of  our  cove.  In  proportion  as  wc  receded 
from  the  fea,  we  found  the  mountains  much  higher,  more 
fteep,  and  barren  : the  trees  gradually  diminiffied  in  height 
and  circumference,  and  dwindled  to  ffirubs,  contrary  to 
what  is  obferved  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  where  the  in- 
land  countries  have  finer  forefts  and  better  timber  than  the 
fea  fhores.  The  interior  ranges  of  mountains  called  the 
Southern  Alps,  appeared  very  diftinctly,  of  a great  height, 
and  covered  with  fnow  on  their  fummits.  We  palled  by  a 
number  of  ffiady  iflands,  which  contained  little  coves  and 
rivulets ; and  on  one  of  the  projecting  points,  oppofite  the 
lafl  ifland,  we  faw  a fine  cafcade  falling  into  the  water, 
over  a fteep  rock,  clothed  with  thick  bullies  and  trees.  The 
water  was  perfectly  calm,  poliffied,  and  tranfparent ; the 
landfcapc  was  dillinctly  reflected  in  it,  and  the  various  ro- 
mantic ffiapes  of  the  fteep  mountains,  contrafted  in  different 
maffes  of  light  and  ffiade,  had  an  admirable  effect.  About 
noon  we  put  into  a fmall  cove,  where  we  caught  fome  filh, 
and  fliot  a few  birds.  From  thence  we  rowed  again  till 
dulk,  when  we  entered  a fine  cove,  at  the  extremity  of  this 
long  arm,  and  were  obliged  to  take  up  our  quarters  on 
the  firft  beach  we  could  land  upon,  after  being  prevented 
by  Ihoals  from  proceeding  to  the  head  of  the  cove.  There 
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we  thought  we  perceived  fomething  fimilar  to  a fmoke,  but 
finding  nothing  to  confirm  this  opinion,  and  cfpecially 
feeing  no  fire  at  night,  we  readily  acquiefccd  in  the  idea  of 
having  been  deceived  by  fome  milly  vapour,  or  other  ob- 
ject, which  vve  might  have  indiftindlly  fecn.  We  prepared 
with  great  alacrity  to  pafs  the  night  here,  and  no  one  was 
excepted  from  his  talk  on  thefe  occafions.  As  it  may  be 
curious  to  know  the  nature  of  our  marooning  parties,  as 
our  feamen  called  them,  I fhall  here  give  fome  account  of 
our  proceedings  this  night.  Having  found  a beach  to  land 
on,  with  a brook,  and  a wood  clofe  to  it,  our  firft  care  was 
to  bring  on  fliore  the  oars,  fails,  cloaks,  guns,  hatchets,  &c. 
not  forgetting  a little  keg  of  fpruce-beer,  and  perhaps  a 
bottle  of  llrong  liquor.  The  boats  were  next  fecured  at  a 
grappling,  and  with  a rope  made  fall  to  a tree  on  fliore. 
Some  of  us  were  then  bufied  in  collecting  dry  pieces  of 
wood  for  fuel,  which  in  fuch  a wet  country  as  New  Zee- 
land,  was  fometimes  very  difficult fome  ercCted  a tent  or 
wigwam,  made  of  the  oars  and  fails  together  with  flrong 
branches  of  trees,  in  a convenient  dry  fpor,  fheltered  as 
much  as  poffible,  in  cafe  of  wind  and  rain.  Others  light- 
ed the  fire  in  front  of  the  tent,  by  burning  fome  oakum, 
in  which  they  had  previoufly  rubbed  a quantity  of  gun- 
powder. The  preparations  for  fupper  were  very  fhort : 
fome  of  the  failors  cleaned  our  fillies,  fkinned  the  water- 
fowl,  fplit,  and  laflly  broiled  them ; when  they  were  drefled, 
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A’”’-  -one  of  the  boat’s  gang-boards,  walhed  dean,  anfwered  the 
feveral  purpofcs  of  a table,  of  difhes,  and  plates  ; and  our 
fingers  and  teeth  did  yeoman’s  fcrvice,  inftcad  of  knives  and 
forks.  A keen  appetite,  procured  by  firong  cxercife,  and  ex- 
cited by  the  flrarp  air  of  the  country,  foon  taught  us  to 
overcome  the  ideas  of  indelicacy,  which  civilized  nations 
connect  with  this  way  of  living  ; and  we  never  fo  ftrongly 
felt  how  little  is  wanting  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  the  fto- 
mach,  and  to  fupport  the  exigence  of  human  beings,  as  on 
thefe  occalions.  After  flipper  , we  liflencd  a while  to  the 
original  comic  vein  of  our  boat’s  crew,  who  huddled 
round  the  fire,  made  their  meal,  and  recited  a number  of 
droll  dories,  intermixed  with  hearty  curfes,  oaths,  and  in- 
decent expreffions,  but  fcldom  without  real  humour.  Then 
firewing  our  tent  with  heaps  of  fern  leaves,  and  wrapping 
ourfelves  in  our  boat-cloaks,  with  our  guns  and  fhooting- 
bags  for  our  pillows,  we  compofed  ourfelves  to  deep. 

At  day-break  Captain  Cook  and  my  father,  with  two 
men,  went  in  a fmall  boat  to  take  a view  of  the  head  of 
the  cove,  where  they  faw  fome  flat  land.  They  went  on 
fliore  upon  it  at  one  corner,  and  ordered  the  boat  to  meet 
them  at  the  oppofite  point.  They  had  not  walked  a great 
way  before  they  faw  fome  wild-ducks,  and,  by  creeping 
through  the  bufhes,  came  near  enough  to  fire  and  kill  one 
of  them.  The  moment  they  had  fired  they  heard  a hide- 
ous fliout  of  feveral  loud  and  piercing  voices  round  about 
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them  from  different  quarters.  They  fhoutcd  in  their  turn, 
and  taking  up  the  duck  retired  towards  the  boat,  which 
was  full  half  a mile  off.  The  natives  continued  their  cla- 
mours, but  did  not  follow  them  ; for  indeed  a deep 
branch  of  a river  was  between  them,  and  their  numbers 
were  too  inconftderable  to  attempt  hoftilitics ; but  thefe 
circumftances  we  only  learnt  in  the  fequel.  We  had  in 
the  mean  while  taken  a ramble  into  the  woods  in  fcarch 
of  plants  •,  but  hearing  the  fliout  of  the  natives,  we  em- 
barked immediately  in  the  remaining  boat  and  joined  the 
other,  which  by  this  time  had  taken  Captain  Cook  and 
my  father  on  board.  We  therefore  proceeded  up  into  a 
river,  which  was  deep  enough  for  the  boats,  and  amufed 
ourfelves  with  fhooting  ducks,  which  were  here  in  great 
plenty.  We  now  faw  a man,  woman,  and  child  on  the 
left  Ihore,  and  the  woman  waved  to  us  with  a white  bird’s 
Ikin,  probably  in  lign  of  peace  and  fricndQiip.  On  this 
occafion  I could  not  help  admiring,  that  almofl  all  nations 
on  our  globe  have  tacitly  agreed  upon  the  white  colour,  or 
upon  green  branches,  as  tokens  of  a peaceable  difpofition, 
and  that  with  thefe  in  their  hands  they  confidently  rely  on 
a ftranger's  placability.  Perhaps  this  general  agreement 
had  its  origin  anterior  to  the  univerfal  difperfion  of  the 
human  fpecics  ; this  will  feem  the  more  probable  when  it 
is  confidered,  that  neither  the  white  colour,  nor  the  green 
boughs  of  a tree,  have  any  intrinftc  character,  to  which 
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the  idea  of  amity  is  naturally  and  neceflarily  referred. 
Our  boat  being  neareft  to  thefe  natives,  Captain  Cook  dc- 
fired  the  officer  in  it  to  land,  and  accept  their  preferred 
friendfliip,  whilft  he  meant  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
tide  to  get  as  high  up  in  the  river  as  poffible,  Whether 
the  officer  did  not  underftand  Captain  Cook’s  meaning,  or 
whether  he  was  too  deeply  engaged  with  duck  fliooting, 
we  did  not  land  j and  the  poor  people,  to  all  appearance 
apprehenlive  of  the  worft  confequences,  from  a fet  of  men 
who  rejeiTtcd  their  propofals  of  peace,  fled  into  the  woods 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  The  Captain  in  the  mean 
while  rowed  about  half  a mile  higher,  where  his  boat 
was  flopped  by  the  violence  of  the  ftream,  and  by  feveral 
huge  ftones  which  lay  acrofs  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  re- 
doubled the  rapidity  of  the  water.  Here,  however,  he 
found  a new  fpecics  of  ducks,  the  fifth  we  had  obferved 
in  Dulky  Bay.  Its  fize  was  fomething  lefs  than  that  of  a 
teal,  the  colour  of  a fhining  greenifli  black  above,  and  a 
dark  footy  grey  below  j it  had  a purple  caft  on  the  head, 
a lead-coloured  bill  and  feet,  a golden  eye,  and  a white 
bar  in  the  lefler  quill  feathers.  On  Captain  Cook's  return 
to  us,  we  perceived  two  men  in  the  woods  along  the  bank 
oppofite  to  that  where  we  had  feen  the  friendly  family. 
The  captain  endeavoured  to  form  an  acquaintance  with 
them,  but  when  the  boat  came  clofe  along  flrore,  they  al- 
ways retired  into  the  woods,  which  were  fo  thick,  that  they 
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not  only  covered  them  from  our  fight,  but  alfo  made  it 
unadvifcable  to  follow  them.  The  ebbing  tide  obliged  us 
to  retire  out  of  this  river  to  the  place  where  we  had  l'penr 
the  night ; and,  after  breakfading  there,  we  embarked  in 
order  to  fet  out  on  our  return  to  the  Relblution.  However, 
when  we  had  fcarce  put  off,  we  perceived  the  two  natives, 
who  had  walked  acrofs  the  woods  to  an  open  fpot,  from 
whence  they  halloo’d  to  us.  The  captain  immediately  or- 
dered both  the  boats  to  row  up  to  them,  and  coming  into 
fhallow  water,  he  got  out  unarmed,  attended  by  two  men, 
and  waded  to  the  fliorc,  with  a flieet  of  white  paper  in  his 
hand.  The  two  natives  Hood  about  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  water’s  fide,  each  of  them  with  a long  fpcar  in 
his  hand.  When  the  captain  advanced  with  his  two  men 
they  retired ; he  then  proceeded  alone,  but  could  not  pre- 
vail on  them  to  lay  afitle  their  fpears.  At  lad  one  of  them 
Ruck  his  fpear  in  the  ground,  and  taking  a bunch  of 
grafs  in  his  hand  met  the  captain,  and  giving  him  one 
end  of  the  grafs  to  hold  while  lie  kept  the  other,  he  pro- 
nounced a folemn  fpecch  in  a loud  tone  of  voice,  during  a 
minute  or  two,  in  which  he  made  fevcral  paufes,  perhaps 
waiting  for  a reply.  As  foon  as  this  ceremony  was  over, 
they  faluted  each  other,  and  the  New  Zeelander  took  a 
new  garment  from  his  own  flioulders  and  prefented  it  to 
the  captain,  for  which  he  received  a hatchet  in  return. 
Peace  and  friend ihip  being  thus  firmly  cllablilhcd,  the 
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other  man  likewife  came  up  to  falute  the  captain,  and  was 
prefented  with  a hatchet ; and  feveral  of  us  came  afliore  to 
them,  at  which  they  were  not  the  lead  alarmed,  but  re- 
ceived every  new  comer  with  great  cordiality.  We  now 
perceived  feveral  other  natives,  probably  women,  on  the 
fkirts  of  the  wood,  and  the  two  men  earnellly  intreated  us 
to  go  up  to  their  habitations,  intimating  by  ligns,  that- 
they  would  give  us  fomething  to  eat  there ; but  the  tide 
and  other  circumftances  did  not  permit  us  to  accept  their 
invitation.  When  we  had  taken  leave  of  them,  the  two- 
men  followed  us  to  our  boats,  where  they  defired  us  to 
remove  the  mulkets  which  lay  acrofs  the  Item,  and  having- 
complied  with  their  requeft,  they  came  along-fide,  and  af- 
fifted  us  to  launch  the  boats,  which  were  aground  on  ac- 
count of  the  ebb.  We  found  however  that  it  was  nccef- 
fary  to  have  an  eye  upon  them,  becaufe  they  feemed  to 
covet  the  pofleffion  of  every  thing  they  faw  or  could  lay 
hands  on,  except  the  mulkets,  which  they  would  not 
touch,  being  taught  to  refpeft  them  as  inftruments  of 
death,  on  account  of  the  havock  they  had  feen  us  make 
among  the  wild-fowl.  We  obferved  no  canoes  among 
them,  and  their  only  means  of  tranfporting  themfelvcs 
acrofs  the  river,  was  on  a few  logs  of  wood  connefted  to- 
gether into  a kind  of  raft,  which  was  perfcftly  fufficient 
for  that  purpofe.  Fifh  and  wild-fowl  were  in  fuch  plenty 
here,  that  they  can  have  little  occalion  to  roam  to  any  dif- 
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tance  in  quell  of  them,  as  their  numbers  did  not  feem  to  A*”J, 
exceed  three  families ; and  the  whole  bay  being  almoft 
entirely  deftitute  of  inhabitants,  one  Angle  family  more 
excepted,  they  need  not  be  apprehenfive  of  difturbancc 
from  bad  neighbours.  The  features  of  thefe  men  were 
rather  wild,  but  not  ill-favoured ; their  complexion  rc- 
fembled  that  of  the  family  on  Indian  Ifland,  of  a mahoga- 
ny brown  5 their  hair  bulhy,  and  their  beards  frizled  and 
black.  They  were  of  a middling  ftature  and  flout,  but 
their  legs  and  thighs  very  flender,  and  their  knees  too 
much  fwellcd  in  proportion.  Their  drefs  and  general  be- 
haviour feemed  to  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  other  family 
before  mentioned.  The  courage  of  this  people  has  fome- 
thing  Angular  in  it,  for  it  Ihould  feem,  that  in  fpight  of 
their  inferiority  of  force,  they  cannot  brook  the  thought 
of  hiding  themfelves,  at  leaft  not  till  they  have  made  an 
attempt  to  eftablifli  an  intcrcourfc,  or  prove  the  principles 
of  the  flrangers  who  approach  them.  It  would  have  been 
impoflible  for  us,  among  the  numerous  iflands  and  har- 
bours, and  in  the  mazy  forefts  upon  them,  to  have  found 
out  the  family  which  we  faw  on  the  Indian  Ifland,  if  they 
bad  not  difeovered  themfelves,  and  thus  made  the  Aril  ad- 
vances. We  might  alfo  have  departed  from  the  cove  with- 
out knowing  that  it  was  inhabited,  if  the  natives  had  not 
Ihouted  at  the  difeharge  of  our  mulkets.  In  both  cafes  a 
certain  opennefs  and  honefty,  appear  flrongly  to  maik 
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aV\7l  their  character  j for  if  it  had  the  lead  admixture  of  treach- 
ery, they  would  have  tried  to  fall  upon  us  unawares,  as 
they  could  not  have  failed  of  meeting  with  frequent  op- 
portunities of  cutting  off  our  numerous  fmall  parties, 
when  difperfed  in  different  parts  of  the  woods. 

It  was  noon  when  we  left  thefe  two  men,  and  proceeded 
down  on  the  north  fide  of  the  long  arm,  of  which  captain 
Cook  took  the  bearings  in  his  way.  The  night  overtook 
us  before  he  had  completed  this  furvey ; fo  that  we  were 
forced  to  leave  another  arm  unexplored,  and  to  haflen  to 
the  veffel,  which  we  reached  about  eight  o’clock  at  night. 
We  were  told  that  the  native  with  his  companion,  the 
young  woman,  had  (laid  on  board  till  noon,  after  our  de- 
parture ; and  having  been  informed,  that  we  had  left  fome 
prefents  in  his  double  canoe  in  Cafcade  Cove,  he  employed 
fome  of  his  people  to  bring  them  away  from  thence,  after 
which  the  whole  family  remained  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  fhip  till  this  morning.  They  then  took  their  de- 
parture, and  we  never  faw  them  again,  which  was  the 
more  extraordinary,  as  they  never  went  away  empty  handed 
from  us,  but  had  at  different  times  received  nine  or  ten 
hatchets,  and  four  times  that  number  of  large  fpike 
nails,  befides  other  at  tides.  As  far  as  thefe  things  may 
be  counted  riches  among  them,  this  man  was  the  wealthiefl 
in  all  New  Zeeland,  being  poffelled  of  more  hatchets,  than 
there  were  in  the  whole  country  beGde3,  before  the  fecond 
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arrival  of  Britifh  veflels.  The  thin  population  in  this  part 
of  the  ifland  makes  it  probable,  that  the  few  families  in 
it  lead  a nomadic  or  wandering  life,  and  remove  according 
as  the  feafon,  the  conveniency  of  filhing,  and  other  circutu- 
flanccs  render  it  neceftitry.  We  were  therefore  of  opinion, 
that  our  friendly  family  had  only  removed  upon  this  prin- 
ciple ; but  we  were  likewife  told  that  before  they  went 
away,  the  man  had  made  figns  of  going  to  kill  men,  and 
employing  the  hatchet  as  an  offenlive  weapon.  If  this 
circumftance  was  rightly  underftood,  we  cannot  fufficiently 
wonder  that  a family  fo  fccluded  from  all  the  reft  of  the 
world,  in  a fpacious  bay,  where  they  have  a fuperfluity 
of  food,  and  of  all  the  ncceflaries  of  life,  the  fewnefs  of 
their  wants  confidered,  fhould  ftill  have  a thought  of 
warring  with  their  fellow- creatures,  when  they  might 
live  peaceably  and  happily  in  their  retirement.  The  pleaf- 
ing  hope  of  facilitating  the  (economical  operations  of  thefe 
people,  and  of  encouraging  fomc  degree  of  agriculture 
among  them,  by  prefenting  them  with  ufeful  tools,  was 
defeated  by  this  determination.  The  date  of  barbarifm, 
in  which  the  New  Zeclanders  may  juftly  be  faid  to  live, 
and  which  generally  hearkens  to  no  other  voice  than  that 
of  the  Jhongtfl , might  make  them  more  liable  than 
any  other  nation  to  refolve  upon  the  deflrutftion  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  offered  s and 
their  innate  and  favage  valour  may  probably  alTift  them 
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ArVi't.  150  Put  Such  projects  in  execution.  On  this  occafion,  I 
-cannot  omit  mentioning  a remarkable  inflance  of  courage 
which  characterised  the  old  man  who  had  now  left  us ; 
our  officers  having  fired  Several  mufquets  in  his  prefence, 
he  became  defirous  of  discharging  one  himfclf,  which  they 
cafily  granted  5 the  young  woman,  fuppofed  to  be  his 
daughter,  fell  proftratc  on  the  ground  before  him,  and 
entreated  him,  with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of  fear,  to  defift 
from  his  undertaking  ; but  he  was  not  to  be  diverted 
from  his  purpofe,  and  fired  the  mufquet  with  the  greateft 
refolution,  repeating  it  afterwards  three  or  four  times.  This 
warlike  difpofition,  together  with  the  irafcible  temper  of 
the  whole  nation,  that  cannot  brook  the  lead  injury,  is 
probably  the  caufe  which  has  induced  this  fingle  family, 
and  the  few  in  the  long  inlet  we  had  vifited,  to  Separate 
from  the  reft  of  their  fellow-creatures.  All  the  difputes 
of  favage  people  commonly  terminate  in  the  ddlruftion 
of  one  of  their  parties,  unlefs  they  evade  it  by  a well- 
timed  flight : this  may  have  been  the  cafe  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Dulky  Bay,  and  admitting  it,  their  defign  of  going 
to  fight,  is  no  more  than  a project  of  being  revenged  on 
their  foes  and  oppreflors. 

Friday ,3.  On  the  23d,  early  in  the  morning,  Several  officers,  ac- 
companied by  Dr.  Sparrman,  went  to  CafcadeCove,  in  order 
to  afeend  one  of  the  higheft  mountains  in  the  bay,  which 
was  fituated  on  one  fide  of  it.  About  two  o’clock  they 
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reached  the  fummit,  which  they  made  known  to  us  by  aUSL 
lighting  a great  fire  there.  We  Ihould  have  accompanied 
them  on  this  excurfion,  but  a violent  flux  attended  with 
gripes  confined  us  on  board.  It  was  owing  to  the  care- 
leflnefs  of  our  cook,  who  had  fuffered  our  copper  kitchen- 
furniture  to  become  full  of  verdigrife.  In  the  evening 
however,  we  went  to  meet  our  travellers  in  Cafcade  Cove, 
and  after  fearching  the  woods  fome  time  for  plants  and 
birds,  we  brought  them  on  board  with  us.  At  night  the 
fire  had  fpread  in  a bright  circular  garland  all  round  the 
fummit  of  the  mountain,  and  made  a very  elegant  illu- 
mination in  honour  of  St.  George’s  day.  Our  party  re- 
lated that  they  had  a profpeft  of  the  whole  bay,  and  of 
the  fea  beyond  the  mountains  to  the  fouth,  & W.  and  W. 

N.  W.  for  more  than  twenty  leagues  all  round  them,  the 
weather  being  remarkably  fine  and  clear.  The  inland 
mountains  were  very  barren,  and  conGfted  of  huge  broken 
and  craggy  maffes,  all  covered  with  fnow  on  their  fummits ; 
the  top  of  that  on  which  they  flood,  afforded  fevcral  low 
lhrubs  and  various  alpine  plants,  which  we  had  feen  no 
where  elfe.  A little  lower  down  they  faw  a taller  fhrub- 
bery;  below  this  a fpace  covered  with  dry  or  dead  trees, 
and  next  to  thofe  the  living  woods  began,  which  increafed 
in  fize  as  they  defeended.  The  afeent  had  been  fatiguing 
enough,  on  account  of  the  intricacy  of  briars  and  climbers, 
but  the  defeent  alfo  was  dangerous,  becaufe  of  many 

precipices 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 7 6 


mi. 

Afrij.. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

precipices  which  they  met  on  their  way,  and  along  moil 
of  which  they  contrived  to  Aide  down  by  the  help  of  trees 
and  buihcs.  At  a confidcrable  height  they  met  with  three 
or  four  trees,  which  they  took  for  palms,  and  of  which 
they  cut  down  one,  and  ufed  its  middlemoft  flioot  for  their 
refreflrment.  Thefe  trees,'  however,  were  not  the  true 
cabbage -palms,  nor  did  they  belong  at  all  to  the  clafs  of 
palms,  which  are  generally  confined  to  more  temperate 
climates.  They  were  properly  fpeaking,  a new  fpecics 
of  dragon-trees,  with  broad  leaves,  (dracana  aujlralh ) of 
which  the  central  (hoot  when  quite  tender,  tafles  fomething 
like  an  almond's  kernel,  with  a little  of  the  flavour  of 
cabbage.  We  afterwards  obferved  more  of  them  in  other 
parts  of  this  bay. 

The  next  morning  I accompanied  captain  Cook  to  the 
cove  on  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  bay,  which  from  the  tranfaciion 
of  this  day,  received  the  name  of  Goofe  Cove.  We  had  five 
tame  geefe  left,  of  thofe  which  we  had  taken  on  board 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  thefe  we  intended  to  leave 
in  New  Zeeland  to  breed,  and  run  wild.  This  cove  was 
looked  upon  as  the  moll  convenient  place  for  that  purpofe, 
fincc  there  were  no  inhabitants  to  difturb  them,  and  be- 
caufe  it  afforded  an  abundance  of  proper  food.  We  fet 
them  on  fliore,  and  they  immediately  ran  to  feed  in  the 
mud,  at  the  head  of  the  cove  where  we  left  them,  pro- 
nouncing over  them  the  crtjlite  & muhipliciamini,  for  the 
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benefit  of  future  generations  of  navigators  and  New  Zee- 
landers.  There  can  be  little  doubt  indeed,  but  that  they 
will  fucceed  in  this  fecludcd  fpot,  and  in  time  fpread  over 
the  whole  country,  anfwcrable  to  our  original  intention.  The 
reft  of  this  day  was  fpent  in  fhooting,  and  among  the  dif- 
ferent birds  killed  was  a white  heron  (ordea  alba),  common 
to  Europe. 

The  fair  weather,  which  had  lafted  eight  days  fucceflive- 
ly,  was  entirely  at  an  end  on  the  2 5 th,  when  the  rain  fet  Sunday  *5. 
in  again  towards  evening,  and  continued  till  the  next  day 
at  noon.  We  had  reafon  to  believe  fuch  a continuance  of  Monday  •«. 
dry  weather  very  uncommon  in  Dufky  Bay,  and  particular- 
ly at  this  feafon,  becaufe  we  never  experienced  above  two 
fair  days  one  after  another,  either  before  or  after  this  week. 

We  had,  however,  improved  this  opportunity  to  complete 
our  wood  and  water,  and  put  the  floop  in  condition  to  go 
out  to  fca,  and  having  taken  on  board  all  our  men,  we 
call  off  our  bridge,  and  removed  out  of  the  creek,  into  the 
middle  of  our  cove,  ready  to  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind. 

The  fuperiority  of  a (late  of  civilization  over  that  of  bar- 
barifm  could  not  be  more  clearly  dated,  than  by  the  altera- 
tions and  improvements  we  had  made  in  this  place.  In 
the  courfe  of  a few  days,  a fmall  part  of  us  had  cleared 
away  the  woods  from  a furface  of  more  than  an  acre, 
which  fifty  New  Zeclanders,  with  their  tools  of  ftone,  could 
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not  have  performed  in  three  months.  This  fpot,  where- 
immenfe  numbers  of  plants  left  to  themfelves  lived  and  de- 
cayed by  turns,  in  one  confufed  inanimated  heap;  this  fpot, 
we  had  converted  into  an  a&ive  feene,  where  a hundred  and 
twenty  men  purfued  various  branches  of  employment  with 
unremitted  ardour  : 

Squabs  apes  etJUl*  ftsva  per  jhrea  rura 

Excrcet  fub  foU  labtr,  Virciu 

Such  was  their  toil,  and  fuch  their  bufy  pains. 

As  excrcifc  the  bees  in  flowery  plains. 

When  winter  part  and  Cummer  fcarcc  begun. 

Invites  them  forth  to  labour  in  the  fun.  Drydb*. 

We  felled  tall  timber-trees,  which,  but  for  ourfelves,  had 
crumbled  to  dull  with  age ; our  fawyers  cut  them  into 
planks,  or  we  fplit  them  into  billets  for  fuel.  By  the  fide 
of  a murmuring  rivulet,  whofe  paflage  into  the  fca  we  fa- 
cilitated, a long  range  of  calks,  which  had  been  prepared 
by  our  coopers  for  that  purpofe,  Hood  ready  to  be  filled 
with  water.  Here  afeended  the  fleam,  of  a large  caul- 
dron, in  which  we  brewed,  from  ncglecled  indigenous 
plants,  a falutary  and  palatable  potion,  for  the  ufe  of  our 
labourers.  In  the  offing,  fome  of  our  crew  appeared  pro- 
viding a meal  of  delicious  filh  for  the  refrelhment  of  their 
fellows.  Our  caulkers  and  riggers  were  ftationed  on  the- 
fides  and  malls  of  the  vclTcl,  and  their  occupations  gave 
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life  to  the  fcene,  and  ftruck  the'  ear  with  various  noifes, 
whilft  the  anvil  on  the  hill  refounded  with  the  ftrokes  of  the 
weighty  hammer.  Already  the  polite  arts  began  to  flourifli  in 
this  new  fettlcment ; the  various  tribes  of  animals  and  vege- 
tables, which  dwelt  in  the  unfrequented  woods,  were  imitated 
by  an  artill  in  his  noviciate  ; and  the  romantic  profpetRs  of 
this  fliaggy  country,  lived  on  the  canvas  in  the  glowing  tints 
of  nature,  who  was  amazed  to  fee  herfelf  fo  clofely  copied. 

Nor  had  fcience  difdained  to  vifit  us  in  this  folitary  fpot : an 
obfervatory  arofe  in  the  centre  of  our  works,  filled  with 
the  moil  accurate  inflruments,  where  the  attentive  eye  of 
the  aftronomer  contemplated  the  motions  of  the  celeftial 
bodies.  The  plants  which  clothed  the  ground,  and  the 
wonders  of  the  animal  creation,  both  in  the  forefts  and  the 
fcas,  likewife  attrafled  the  notice  of  philofophcrs,  whole 
time  was  devoted  to  mark  their  differences  and  ufes.  In  a 
word,  all  around  us  we  perceived  the  rife  of  arts,  and  the 
dawn  of  fcience,  in  a country  which  had  hitherto  lain  plunged 
in  one  long  night  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm  ! But  this  plcaf- 
ing  picture  of  improvement  was  not  tolaft,  and  like  a meteor, 
vanilhed  as  fuddenly  as  it  was  formed.  We  re-imbarked 
all  our  inllruments  and  utenfils,  and  left  no  other  velliges 
of  our  rcfidence,  than  a piece  of  ground,  from  whence  we 
had  cleared  the  wood.  We  fowed  indeed  a quantity  of  Eu- 
ropean garden  feeds  of  the  bell  kinds ; but  it  is  obvious 
that  the  flioots  of  the  furrounding  weeds  will  Ihortly  ftifle 
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aH'L  every  falutary  and  ufeful  plant,  and  that  in  a few  years  our 
abode  no  longer  difcerniblc,  muft  return  to  its  original 
chaotic  Rate. 

A new  paflage  out  to  fea,  to  the  northward,  was  dif- 
covcred  on  the  27th  ; and  it  being  more  convenient  for  our 
purpofe,  than  that  by  which  we  entered,  we  weighed  on 
Thurfday  the  29th  in  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  Rand  up  the  bay  to- 
wards it.  However,  the  wind  falling  calm,  we  were  obliged 
to  come  to  again  in  4 3 fathom,  under  the  north  fide  of  an 
ifland  which  we  named  Longlfland,  about  two  leagues  from 
Friday  30.  our.  cove.  At  nine  the  next  morning  we  proceeded  with 
a light  breeze  at  welt,  which  with  all  our  boats  towing  a- 
hcad,  was  fcarce  fufficicnt  to  Rem  the  current ; for  after 
flruggling  till  fix  in  the  evening,  we  had  gained  no  more 
than  five  miles,  and  anchored  under  the  fame  ifland,  only 
a hundred  yards  from  the  fliore. 

Mar.  At  daylight  the  next  morning  we  attempted  to  work  to 
windward,  having  a gentle  air  down  the  bay,  but  the  breeze 
dying  away,  we  loR  ground,  and  came  with  the  flern  fo 
clofe  to  the  fliore,  that  our  enfign-flaff  was  entangled  in 
the  branches  of  trees,  on  a perpendicular  rock,  clofe  to 
which  we  could  find  no  bottom.  We  were  towed  off  with- 
out receiving  any  damage,  and  dropt  an  anchor  below  the 
place  we  fet  out  from,  in  a little  cove  on  the  north  fide  of 
Long  Ifland.  Here  we  found  two  huts,  and  two  lire- 
■ places,  which  feemed  to  prove  that  the  place  had  lately 
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been  inhabited.  During  our  ftay  here,  we  difcovered  feve- 
ral  new  birds  and  filh  ; and  indeed  caught  fome  filh  which 
are  common  to  Europe,  viz.  the  horfc-mackarel,  the  greater 
dog-fi(h,  and  the  fmooth  hound*.  The  captain  was  taken 
ill  of  a fever  and  violent  pain  in  the  groin,  which  termi- 
nated in  a rheumatic  f welling  of  the  right  foot,  contracted 
probably  by  wading  too  frequently  in  the  water,  and  fit- 
ting too  long  in  the  boat  after  it,  without  changing  his 
cloaths. 

We  were  detained  in  this  cove  by  calms,  attended  with  Tueiaijr  «. 
continual  rains,  till  the  4th  in  the  afternoon,  when,  af- 
fifled  by  a light  breeze  at  S.  W.  we  entered  the  reach  or 
palfage  leading  out  to  fca.  The  breeze  coming  a-hcad  juft 
at  that  time  obliged  us  to  anchor  again  under  the  eaft 
point  of  the  entrance,  before  a fandy  beach.  Thefe  little 
delays  gave  us  opportunities  of  examining  the  fhores,  from 
whence  we  never  failed  to  bring  on  board  new  acqui- 
fitions  to  the  vegetable  and  animal  fyftcm.  During  night 
we  had  heavy  fqualls  of  wind,  attended  with  rain,  hail, 
and  fnow,  and  fome  loud  thunder  claps.  Day-light  exhi-  "tJn  r“-VJ 
bited  to  our  view  all  the  tops  of  the  hills  round  us  cover- 
ed with  fnow.  At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  a light 
breeze  fprung  up  at  S.  S.  W.  which  carried  us  down  the 
palTage,  though  not  without  the  help  of  our  boats,  to  the 
laft  point  near  the  opening  into  the  fea,  where  we  anchor- 

• Scomber  trachurus,  fqualus  canis,  & fq.  muftclus,  Linn. 
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m’a£  cd  at  eight  in  the  evening.  The  fliorcs  on  both  fides  of  the 
paflage  were  fleeper  than  any  we  had  fecn  before,  and 
formed  various  wild  landfcapes,  ornamented  with  numer- 
ous little  cafcades,  and  many  dragon-trees  (Jracecna.J 
Thurfday «.  The  captain  being  confined  to  the  cabin  by  his  rheuma- 
tifm,  fent  an  officer,  accompanied  by  my  father  and  my- 
felf,  to  explore  the  fouthernmoft  arm,  which  ran  up  eafl- 
ward  from  our  new  paflage  into  the  interior  country. 
During  our  abfence  he  ordered  the  Refolution  to  be  well 
cleaned  and  aired  with  fires  between  decks,  a precaution 
which  ought  never  to  be  ncgletfted  in  a moift  and  raw 
climate. 

We  rowed  up  this  new  inlet,  were  Relighted  with  many 
cafcades  on  both  fides  of  it,  and  found  a number  of  good 
anchoring  places,  with  plenty  of  fifli  and  wild-fowl. 
However,  the  woods  confifled  chiefly  of  fhrubberies,  and 
began  to  look  very  bare,  the  leaves  being  moftly  flied,  and 
what  remained  looking  faded  of  a pale  yellow  colour. 
Thcfe  ftrong  marks  of  approaching  winter  feemed  to  be 
peculiar  to  this  part  of  the  bay,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
adjacent  high  mountains,  all  which  were  now  crowned 
with  fnow,  caufcd  their  premature  appearance.  We  put 
into  a little  cove  about  two  o’clock  to  broil  a few  fiflies 
for  our  dinner,  and  then  went  on  till  it  was  dark,  taking 
up  our  night’s  quarters  on  a little  beach,  almoft  at  the 
head  of  the  inlet.  Here  we  made  a fire,  but  flept  very 
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little  on  account  of  the  cold  of  the  night  and  the  hardnefs  R',7A7’; 
of  our  pillows.  The  next  morning  we  faw  a cove,  with  Fr,d,y  7. 
a little  flat  land,  to  the  north  of  us,  which  formed  the 
end  of  this  fpacious  inlet  or  arm,  about  eight  miles  from 
its  entrance.  Here  we  amufed  ourfelves  with  (hooting  for 
fome  time,  and  then  fet  out  to  return  towards  the  Rcfolu- 
tion  j but  the  fair  weather  which  had  favoured  us  hitherto, 
was  now  fucceedcd  by  a ftorm  at  N.  W,  which  blew  in  hard 
fqualls,  attended  with  violent  ffiowers  of  rain.  We  made 
Ihift  to  row  down  the  arm  into  the  entrance  which  led  to 
the  floop,  and  there  lharing  the  remains  of  a bottle  of  rum 
among  our  boat’s  crew,  by  way  of  encouragement,  we 
entered  the  hollow  fea  in  the  paffage.  The  violence  of 
the  wind,  and  the  height  of  the  fltort  waves  were  fuch,  that 
in  fpight  of  our  utmoft  efforts  wYe  were  thrown  above  half 
a mile  to  leeward  in  a few  minutes,  and  narrowly  efcaped 
being  fwamped.  With  the  greateft  difficulty  we  regained 
the  inlet  out  of  which  we  had  paffed,  and  about  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  put  into  a fmall  fnug  cove,  at 
its  north  entrance.  After  fecuring  our  boat  in  the  bell 
manner  poffiblc,  we  climbed  on  a bleak  hill,  where  we 
made  a fire  on  a narrow  rock,  and  attempted  to  broil  fome 
fiffies  ; but  though  we  were  foaked  with  rain,  and  feverely 
cut  by  the  wind,  yet  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  keep  near 
our  fire,  of  which  the  flames  were  continually  whirled 
about  in  a vortex  by  the  ftorm,  fo  that  we  were  forced  to 
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tu}'  change  our  places  every  moment,  in  order  to  cfcape  being 
fcorchcd  or  burnt.  The  ftorm  now  cncrealed  to  fuch  a 
violence,  that  we  could  hardly  (land  on  this  barren  fpot; 
and  therefore  it  was  refolved,  for  our  own  and  the  boat’s 
greater  fafety,  to  crol's  the  cove,  and  take  up  our  night’s 
quarters  in  the  woods  immediately  under  the  lee  of  the 
high  mountains.  Every  one  of  us  feized  a firebrand  and 
ftepped  into  the  boat,  where  we  made  a formidable  ap- 
pearance, as  if  we  were  bound  on  fome  defperate  expedi- 
tion. To  our  great  difappointment  the  woods  were  almoft 
worfe  than  the  rock  we  had  left,  being  fj  wet  that  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  our  fire  would  burn  ; we  had  no 
ffielter  from  the  heavy  rains  which  came  down  upon  us 
in  double  portions  from  the  leaves  j and  the  wind  not 
allowing  the  fmoke  to  afeend,  we  were  almoft  ftified  with 
it.  Here  we  lay  down  on  the  moift  ground,  wrapped  in 
wet  cloaks  thoroughly  foaked  and  cold,  fupperlefs,  and 
tormented  with  rheumatic  pains ; and,  nottvithftanding  all 
thefc  inconvcniencics,  fell  afleep  for  a few  moments,  be- 
ing entirely  exhaufted  with  fatigue.  But  about  two  o'clock 
we  were  roufed  by  a loud  thunder-clap.  The  florm  was 
now  at  its  height,  and  blew  a perfect  hurricane.  The 
roar  of  the  waves  at  a diftance  was  tremendous,  and  only 
overcome  at  times  by  the  agitation  of  the  forefts,  and  the 
craffiing  fall  of  huge  timber-trees  around  us.  We  went 
to  look  after  our  boat,  and  at  that  inftant  a dreadful 
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flafli  of  lightning  illuminated  the  whole  arm  of  the  fea  j 
we  faw  the  billows  foaming,  and  furioufly  rolled  above 
each  other  in  livid  mountains  ; in  a word,  it  feemed  as  if 
all  nature  was  haftening  to  a general  cataftrophe. 

Non  han  piu  gli  dementi  ordine  o fcgno, 

S’odono  orrcndi  tuoni,  ognor  piu  crcfce 

Dc*  fieri  venti  il  furibondo  fdegno. 

Increfpa,  e inlividifce  il  mar  la  .'accia, 

£ s’alza  contra  it  cicl  che  lo  minaccia.  Tassoni. 

The  lightning  was  inftantaneoufly  followed  by  the  moil 
aftonilhing  explofion  we  had  ever  heard,  reverberated  from 
the  broken  rocks  around  us  j and  our  hearts  funk  with 
apprehenfton  left  the  lliip  might  be  deftroyed  by  the 
tempeft  or  its  concomitant  a;therial  fires,  and  ourfelves  left 
to  perifh  in  an  unfrequented  part  of  the  world.  In  this 
difmal  fituation  we  lingered  out  the  night,  which  feemed 
the  longed  we  had  ever  known.  At  laft  about  fix  in  the 
morning  the  violence  of  the  ftorm  abated,  we  embarked 
about  day  break,  and  reached  the  veflel  foon  after,  which 
had  been  obliged  to  ftrike  yards  and  top-mafts.  The  inlet 
we  had  now  furveyed,  received  the  name  of  Wet  Jacket 
Arm,  from  the  dreadful  night  we  palled  in  it.  There  now 
remained  only  one  inlet  to  the  northward  of  this  unexplored  j 
and  captain  Cook,  finding  himfelf  recovered,  fet  out,  im- 
mediately after  our  return,  to  examine  it.  He  proceeded 
Vol.  J.  * B b 
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jJ up  about  ten  miles,  and  faw  nearly  the  end  of  this  arm, 
which  like  the  other,  contains  good  harbours  and  plenty 
of  frefti  water,  wood,  fifh,  and  wild  fowl.  On  his  return 
his  people  had  the  wind  and  heavy  rains  to  flruggle  with, 
and  all  returned  on  board  thoroughly  wet,  at  nine  in  the 
sunaiy  evening.  The  next  morning  the  Iky  being  clear,  but  the 
wind  unfavourable  for  going  out  to  fca,  we  accompanied 
captain  Cook  once  more  on  a {hooting  party  up  the  new 
arm,  where  we  fpenttlie  whole  day,  and  met  with  tolerable 
good  fport ; but  another  party,  who  had  taken  a different 
route,  came  back  almoft  empty-handed. 

The  wind  continuing  wcftcrly  and  blowing  very  hard, 
the  captain  did  not  think  it  advifcable  to  put  to  fea  ; but 
it  falling  moderate  in  the  afternoon,  he  made  an  excurfion 
to  an  ifland  in  the  entrance,  on  which  were  abundance  of 
feals.  He  and  his  party  killed  ten  of  them,  of  which  they 
took  five  on  board,  leaving  the  reft  behind  them. 

Tue/day  u.  The  next  morning  it  was  pretty  clear,  the  air  very  cold 
and  (harp,  and  all  the  hills  covered  with  fnow  almoft  half 
way  down  to  the  water,  fo  that  the  winter  was  now  fairly 
fet  in.  A boat  was  fent  to  fetch  oft'  the  feals  killed  laft 
night,  which  had  been  left  behind;  and  in  the  mean  time 
we  weighed  and  failed  from  Dulky  Bay,  getting  clear  of  the 
land  at  noon. 
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The  flay  which  wc  had  made  here  of  fix  weeks,  and  mIV. 
four  days,  together  with  the  abundance  of  frefli  provifions 
which  we  enjoyed,  and  the  conftant  exercife  we  ufcd,  had 
contributed  to  recover  all  thofe  who  had  been  ill  of  the 
fcurvy  at  our  arrival,  and  given  new  ftrength  to  the  reft. 
However  it  is  much  to  be  doubted,  whether  wc  fliould  have 
preferved  our  health  fo  well  as  we  did,  without  the  ufe  of 
the  fermented  liquor  or  fpruce-beer  which  we  brewed.  The 
climate  of  Dulky  Bay,  is  I muft  own,  its  greateft  incon- 
venience, and  can  never  be  fuppofed  a healthy  one.  During 
the  whole  of  our  ftay,  we  had  only  one  week  of  continued 
fair  weather,  all  the  reft  of  the  time- the  rain  predominated. 

But  perhaps  the  climate  was  lefs  noxious  to  Engliflimen 
than  to  any  other  nation,  becaufe  it  is  analagous  to  their 
own.  Another  inconvenience  in  Dulky  Bay  is  the  want 
of  celery,  feurvy-grafs,  and  other  antifcorbutics,  which 
may  be  found  in  great  plenty  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  found, 
and  many  parts  in  New  Zeeland.  , The  intricate  forefts 
which  clothe  the  ground,  the  prodigious  ftccpncfs  of  the 
hills,  which  on  that  account  are  almoft  incapable,  of  cul- 
tivation, and  the  virulent  bite  of  fand-flies,  which  caufcs 
ulcers  like  the  fmall-pox,  arc  certainly  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances  ; but  of  fmall  confequcnce  to  thofe  who  only 
put  in  here  for  refrefhment,  when  compared  to  the  former. 

With  all  its  defects,  Dulky  Bay  is  one  of  the  fineft  places 
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in  New  Zeeland,  for  a fet  of  people  to  touch  at  in  our 
iituation,  cxhauftcd  with  labours  and  hardships  of  long 
continuance,  and  deprived  of  the  fight  of  land  above  four 
months.  Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  fail  into  it,  there 
being  no  danger  except  what  is  vifible  above  water,  and 
fo  many  harbours  and  coves  cxifting  in  every  part  of  it, 
that  it  is  impofliblc  to  mifs  a convenient  anchoring-placc, 
where  wood,  water,  fifli,  and  wild-fowl  are  to  be  found  in 
plenty. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


PaJ/age  from  Dujky  Bay  to  S&teen  Charlotte's  Sound. — JunBion  with 
the  Adventure. — TranfaBhns  during  our  flay  there. 


ThurfJiy 


T TAVING  hoi  (led  in  our  boat,  which  returned  Ioaden  Tutfdiy, 
with  feals,  we  flood  to  the  northward,  with  a heavy 
S.  W.  fwell,  and  numerous  footy  albatroffes  and  blue  pe- 
trels attending  us.  As  we  advanced  along  fliore,  the  moun- 
tains feemed  to  decreafc  in  height,  and  in  four  and  twen- 
ty hours  the  thermometer  rofe  y<-  degrees,  having  been  at 
46°  on  the  day  after  we  left  Dufky  Bay,  and  Handing  at 
5 3j.°  the  next  morning  at  eight  o’clock. 

On  the  1 4th,  being  off  Cape  Foul-wind,  our  favourable 
gale  left  us,  as  if  it  meant  to  authenticate  the  propriety  of 
the  denomination,  and  we  really  had  a contrary  wind. 

It  blew  a hard  gale  all  the  1 6th,  attended  with  heavy  SuodJr  i6_ 
rains,  and  we  kept  plying  the  whole  day,  making  one  of 
our  boards  clofe  in  (hore  under  Rock’s  Point. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  17th  we  flood  to 
the  eaftward  with  a fair  wind,  lb  that  we  were  abreaft  of 
Cape  Farewell  at  eight  o’clock.  Here  we  faw  the  land  ap- 
pearing low  and  fandy  near  the  fea-fhore,  though  it  rofe 
into  high  fnow-capt  mountains  in  the  interior  parts.  Vaft 
flocks  of  the  little  diving  petrel,  ( procellaria  tridaclylaf  were 
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feen  fluttering  on  the  furface  of  the  fea,  or  fitting  on  it, 
or  diving  to  confiderable  diftanccs  with  amazing  agility.- 
They  feemed  exatflly  the  fame  which  we  had  feen  on  the 
29th  of  January  and  the  8th  of  February,  in  the  latitude 
of  48°  S.  when  we  were  in  fcarch  of  M.- Kerguelen’s 
Iflands. 

In  the  afternoon,  about  four  o’clock,  we  were  nearly 
oppofitc  Cape  Stephens,  and  had  little  or  no  wind.  We 
obferved  thick  clouds  to  the  S.  W.  about  that  nine,  and 
faw  that  it  rained  on  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  that  cape. 
On  a fudden  a whitifh  fpot  appeared  on  the  lea  in  that 
quarter,  and  a column  arofc  out  of  it,  looking  like  a glafs 
tube ; another  feemed  to  come  down  from  the  clouds  to 
meet  this,  and  they  made  a coalition,  forming  what  is 
commonly  called  a water-fpout.  A little  while  after  we 
took  notice  of  three  other  columns,  which  were  formed 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  firfl.  The  ncareft  of  all  thefe 
was  about  three  miles  diilant,  and  its  apparent  diameter,  as 
far  as  we  could  guefs,  might  be  about  feventy  fathom  at 
the  bafe.  We  found  our  thermometer  at  yda.  when  this 
phxnomcnon  firfl  took  its  rife.  The  nature  of  watcr-fpout3 
and  their  caufes  being  hitherto  very  little  known,  we  were 
extremely  attentive  to  mark  every  little  circumflancc  at- 
tendant on  this  appearance.  Their  bafe,  where  the  water 
of  the  fea  was  violently  agitated,  and  rofc  in  a fpiral  form 
in  vapours,  was  a broad  fpot,  which  looked  bright  and 
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yellowifh  when  illuminated  by  the  fun.  The  column  was 
of  a cylindrical  form,  rather  encreafing  in  width  towards 
the  upper  extremity.  Thefe  columns  moved  forward  on 
the  furfacc  of  the  fea,  and  the  clouds  not  following  them 
with  equal  rapidity,  they  alTumed  a bent  or  incurvatcd 
fhape,  and  frequently  appeared  eroding  each  other,  evi- 
dently proceeding  in  different  directions ; from  whence  we 
concluded,  that  it  being  calm,  each  of  thefe  water-fpouts 
eaufed  a wind  of  its  own.  At  laft  they  broke  one  after 
another,  being  probably  too  much  diftended  by  the  differ- 
ence between  tficir  motion  and  that  of  the  clouds.  In  pro- 
portion as  the  clouds  came  nearer  to  us,  the  fea  appeared 
more  and  more  covered  with  fhort  broken  waves,  and  the 
wind  continually  veered  all  round  the  compafs,  without 
fixing  in  any  point.  We  foon  faw  a fpot  on  the  fea,  within 
two  hundred  fathom  of  us,  in  a violent  agitation.  The 
water,  in  a fpace  of  fifty  or  fixty  fathoms,  moved  towards 
the  centre,  and  there  riling  into  vapour,  by  the  force  of 
the  whirling  motion,  afeended  in  a fpiral  form  towards  the 
clouds.  Some  hailflones  fell  on  board  about  this  time, 
and  the  clouds  looked  exceedingly  black  and  louring  above 
us.  Directly  over  the  whirl-pool,  if  I may  fo  call  the 
agitated  fpot  on  the  fea,  a cloud  gradually  tapered  into  a. 
long  Qender  tube,  which  feemed  to  defeend  to  meet  the 
riling  fpiral,  and  foon  united  with  it  into  a flrait  column 
c-f  a cylindrical  form.  We  could  diflinftly  obferve  the 
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water  hurled  upwards  with  the  greatefl  violence  in  a fpiral, 
and  it  appeared  that  it  left  a hollow  fpace  in  the  centre  ; fo 
that  we  concluded  the  water  only  formed  a hollow  tube, 
inltead  of  a folid  column.  We  were  ftrongly  confirmed 
in  this  belief  by  the  colour,  which  was  exactly  like  any 
hollow  glafs-tube.  After  fome  time  the  laft  water-  fpout 
was  incurvated  and  broke  like  the  others,  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  its  disjunction  w*as  attended  with  a Hath  of 
lightning,  but  no  cxplofion  was  heard.  Our  fituation  dur- 
ing all  this  time  was  very  dangerous  and  alarming;  a 
phxnomenon  which  carried  fo  much  terrific  majeily  in  it, 
and  connected  as  it  were  the  fea  with  the  clouds,  made 
our  oldeft  mariners  uneafy  and  at  a lofs  how  to  behave; 
for  molt  of  them,  though  they  had  viewed  water- fpouts  at 
a dillance,  yet  had  never  been  fo  befet  with  them  as  wc 
were ; and  all  without  exception  had  heard  dreadful  ac- 
counts of  their  pernicious  effects,  when  they  happened  to 
break  over  a fliip.  We  prepared  indeed  for  the  worft,  by 
cluing  up  our  topfails;  but  it  was  the  general  opinion  that 
our  malls  and  yards  mult  have  gone  to  wreck  if  we  had 
been  drawn  into  the  vortex.  It  was  hinted  that  firing  a 
gun  had  commonly  fucceedcd  in  breaking  vvater-fpouts,  by 
the  llrong  vibration  it  caufes  in  the  air ; and  accordingly 
a four- pounder  was  ordered  to  be  got  ready,  but  our  peo- 
ple being,  as  ufual,  very  dilatory  about  it,  the  danger 
was  pad  before  we  could  try  this  experiment.  How  far 
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electricity  may  be  confidered  as  the  caufc  of  this  phenome- 
non, we  could  not  determine  with  any  prccifion ; fo  much 
however  feems  certain,  that  it  has  fome  connection  with  it, 
from  the  fluflr  of  lightning,  which  was  plainly  obferved  at 
the  burfting  of  the  lad  column.  The  whole  time,  from 
their  fird  appearance  to  the  diflblution  of  the  lalt,  was 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  It  was  five  o’clock  when 
the  latter  happened,  and  the  thermometer  then  dood  at 
S 40  or  2i  degrees  lower,  than  when  they  began  to  make 
their  appearance.  The  depth  of  water  we  had  under  us 
was  thirty-fix  fathom.  The  place  we  were  in  was  ana- 
logous to  mod  places  where  water- fpouts  have  been  obferv- 
ed, inafinuch  as  it  was  in  a narrow  fea  or  flrait.  Dr. 
Shaw  and  Thevenot  faw  them  in  the  Mediterranean  and 
Perfian  Gulph;  and  they  are  common  in  the  Wed  Indies, 
the  Straits  of  Malacca,  and  the  Chinefe  fea.  Upon  the 
whole,  we  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  make  any  re- 
markable difeoveries  in  regard  to  this  phatnomenon ; all 
our  obfervations  only  tend  to  confirm  the  faCts  already  no- 
ticed by  others,  and  which  are  fo  largely  commented  upon 
by  the  learned  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  F.  R.  S.  His  inge- 
nious hypothefis,  that  whirlwinds  and  water-fpouts  have  a 
common  origin,  has  not  been  invalidated  by  our  obferva- 
tions. We  refer  our  philofophical  readers  to  his  papers, 
as  containing  tire  mod  complete  and  fatisfaftory  account 
of  water-fpouts  *. 

* Scchi<  Experiment*  on  EUcUicit)*,  Sec.  4to.  fif;h  edition,  London,  1774. 
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About  five  o’clock  the  next  morning  we  opened  Queen 
Charlotte's  Sound,  and  about  feven  we  faw  three  Rallies 
rifing  from  the  fouth  end  of  the  Motu-Aro,  where  a hippab, 
or  llroog  hold  of  the  natives,  was  fituated,  which  is  deferib- 
ed  in  Lieutenant  Cook’s  voyage  in  the  Endeavour  *.  We 

A 

immediately  conceived  that  they  were  fignals  made  by 
Europeans,  and  probably  by  our  friends  in  the  Adventurer 
and  upon  firing  fome  four-pounders,  had  the  plcafure  of 
being  anfwercd  out  of  the  Ship  Cove,  oppofite  the  ifland. 
Towards  noon  we  could  difeern  our  old  confort  at  anchor  j 
and  foon  after  were  met  by  feveral  of  her  officers,  who 
brought  us  a prefent  of  frefli  fifli,  and  gave  us  an  account 
of  what  had  happened  to  them  after  our  reparation.  In 
the  afternoon  it  fell  calm,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  be 
towed  into  the  cove,  where  we  anchored  at  feven  in  the 
evening.  In  the  mean  time  Captain  Furneaux  came  on 
board,  and  teftified  his  fatisfa&ion  at  rejoining  us,  by  a 
falute  of  thirteen  guns,  which  our  people  cheerfully  re- 
turned. Thofc  who  have  been  in  fituations  fimilar  to 
ours,  may  form  an  adequate  idea  of  the  reciprocal  plea- 
fure  which  this  meeting  produced.  It  was  heightened  on 
both  fidcs,  by  the  recent  imprcllions  of  accumulated  dan- 
gers to  which  our  feparate  courfes  had  expofed  us,  and 
which  under  Providence  we  had  happily  efcaped. 

* See  HMwkcfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  305,  400. 
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The  Adventure,  after  lofing  our  company,  had  continued  ”’»• 
her  courfe  to  the  northward  of  us,  between  the  latitudes 
of  $o°  and  54°  fouth,  experiencing  very  heavy  gales 
from  the  wedward  during  the  whole  time.  On  the  28th 
of  February,  being  in  about  1 220  of  longitude  well  from 
Greenwich,  Captain  Furncaux  thought  it  advifeable  gradu- 
ally to  defeend  into  the  latitude  of  Diemen’s  Land,  or 
the  extremity  of  New  Holland,  difeovered  by  Abel  Janflcn 
Tafinan  in  November  1642.  On  the  9th  of  March  he  fell 
in  with  the  S.  W.  part  of  this  coall,  and  running  along  its 
fouthern  extremity,  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  1 : th  in  the 
afternoon,  in  a bay  on  the  call  fide,  which  he  called  Ad- 
venture Bay,  and  which  is  probably  the  fame  where  Taf- 
man  lay  at  anchor,  diilinguilhed  by  the  name  of  Frederick 
Henry  Bay.  The  fouthern  extremities  of  this  coall  con- 
fided of  large  broken  tnsfies  of  barren  and  blackilh  rocks, 
refcmbling  the  extreme  points  of  the  African  and  Ameri- 
can continents.  The  land  round  the  bay  rofe  in  Tandy 
hillocks,  of  which  the  innermoft  were  covered  with  vari- 
ous forts  of  trees,  rather  remote  from  each  other,  and 
without  any  brufli-wood.  They  alfo  found  a lake  of 
frclh  water  on  the  well  fide,  covered  with  great  flocks  of 
wild-ducks  and  other  aquatic  fowls.  Several  idands  in 
the  oiling  to  the  N E.  along  fliorc,  were  of  a moderate 
height,  and  likewife  covered  with  wood.  Tafman  proba- 
bly took  them  for  one  great  illand,  which  in  his  charts 
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”->•  bears  the  name  of  Maria’s  Ifland.  The  Adventure  lay  only 
three  days  in  this  bay,  during  which  Captain  Furncaux 
took  in  a fmall  quantity  of  freQi  water,  and  collefled  feve- 
ral  curious  animals,  among  which  was  a fpecies  of  Viverra, 
and  a fine  white  hawk.  Our  Europeans  perceived  no  inha- 
bitants during  tlieir  flay,  but  thought  they  obfcrved  fome 
(moke  at  a great  diflance  in  the  country. 

On  the  tyth  in  the  evening  they  weighed  and  failed  out 
of  Adventure  Bay,  (landing  along  fhore  to  the  northward. 
They  found  it  confided  of  fandy  hills  of  a moderate  height, 
but  faw  at  the  fame  time  fome  much  higher  in  the  interior 
country.  At  different  parts  of  this  coaft  they  met  with  fe- 
veral  iflands,  particularly  ihofe  which  Tafman  named 
Schouten's  and  Vander  Lyn’s  Iflands.  About  the  latitude 
of  41  0 1 / fouth,  they  opened  a little  bay,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  fevcral  fires,  probably  lighted  by  the  natives,  they 
named  the  Bay  of  Fires.  They  continued  examining  the 
coaft,  not  without  running  fome  danger  from  numerous 
fhoals,  till  the  1 9th  of  March  at  noon,  when  being  in  the 
latitude  of  390  20"  fouth,  and  dill  feeing  the  land  about 
eight  leagues  to  the  north-weftward,  they  concluded  that 
Diemen’s  Land  was  conne<5led  with  the  continent  of  New- 
Holland,  and  directed  their  courfe  towards  the  rendezvous  at 
New  Zeeland.  However,  as  they  had  been  obliged,  by  the 
frequency  of  fhoals,  to  keep  out  of  fight  of  the  coaft  fcveral 
times,  and  there  remained  a fpace  of  twenty  leagues  from. 
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the  northernmoft  land  they  had  fecn,  to  Point  Hicks,  the  m»”'. 
fouthcrn  boundary  of  captain  Cook’s  difcovcries  in  the  En- 
deavour; it  is  ftill  undetermined,  whether  a flraitor  paflage 
docs  not  cxift  between  the  main  of  New  Holland  and  Die- 
men’s Land,  though  the  appearance  of  quadrupeds  upon 
the  latter,  rather  feems  to  favour  the  idea  of  their  being 
connected  together.  Be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  perhaps 
no  part  of  the  world  which  fo  well  deferves  future  invefti- 
gation  as  the  great  continent  of  New  Holland,  of  which 
we  do  not  yet  know  the  whole  outline,  and  of  whofe  pro- 
ductions we  are  in  a manner  entirely  ignorant.  Its  inha- 
bitants, from  the  accounts  of  all  the  voyagers  who  have 
vifited  them,  are  but  few  in  number,  probably  dwell  on  the 
fea-coafts  only,  go  perfectly  naked,  and  feem  by  all  de- 
feription  to  lead  a more  favage  life  than  any  nation  in 
warm  climates.  There  is  confequently  a vail  interior  fpacc 
of  ground,  equal  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  in  great 
meafure  fituated  between  the  tropics,  entirely  unknown, 
and  perhaps  uninhabited : nothing  is  more  certain,  from 
the  vaft  variety  of  animal  and  vegetable  productions,  col- 
lected on  its  fea-coafts  in  captain  Cook’s  voyage  in  the  En- 
deavour, than  that  the  inner  countries  contain  immenfe- 
treafures  of  natural  knowledge,  which  mull  of  courfc  be- 
come of  infinite  ufe  to  the  civilized  nation,  which  lhall  firft 
attempt  to  go  in  fearch  of  them.  The  fouth-weft  corner 
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m’V;  of  this  continent,  which  hitherto  remains  wholly  unex- 
plored, may  perhaps  open  a way  to  the  heart  of  the  coun- 
try ; for  it  is  not  likely,  that  fo  great  an  extent  of  land,  fi- 
tuated  under  the  tropic,  fhould  be  deftitute  of  a great  river, 
and  no  part  of  the  coaft  feems  better  fituated  than  that  for 
its  paflage  into  the  fca. 

After  leaving  this  coaft,  the  Adventure  continued  fifteen 
days  at  fea,  on  account  of  contrary  winds,  and  at  length 
made  the  coaft  of  New  Zeeland,  near  Rock's  Point,  on  the 
fouthern  ifland,  on  the  third  of  April,  at  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  carnc  to  an  anchor  at  Ship  Cove,  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Sound,  on  the  7 th. 

During  their  ftay  here,  they  had  made  the  fame  cftablifh- 
ments  on  fliore  as  we  had  done  at  Dulky  Bay,  except  the 
brewery,  which  they  were  not  yet  acquainted  with.  They 
had  found  the  bippjb,  or  ftrong-hold  of  the  natives,  at  the 
fouthern  end  of  Motu-Aro  forfaken,  and  their  aftroncmcr 
had  fixed  his  obfervatory  upon  it.  The  inhabitants  of  this 
ibund,  who  amount  to  fome  hundred  pet  tons,  in  feveral 
diftinct  and  independent  parties,  often  at  variance  with 
each  other,  had  begun  an  intercourse  with  them,  and  paid 
them  feveral  vifirs,  coming  from  tire  interior  parts.  Tiiey 
had  been  extremely  well  received,  and  did  not  h fitate  to 
come  on  board,  where  they  eat  freely  of  the  fail-  r‘s  pro- 
vifions,  fiiowing  a particular  liking  to  our  bilcui',  and 
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peafc-foup.  They  had  brought  with  them  great  quantities 
of  their  clothing,  tools,  and  weapons,  which  they  eagerly 
exchanged  for  nails,  hatchets,  and  cloth. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  being  the  fame  day  we  failed  out 
of  Dufky  Bay,  feveral  of  the  Adventure’s  people,  who  were 
at  work  on  (bore,  or  difperfed  on  fhooting  parties,  di(lin<5t- 
ly  felt  a (hock  of  an  earthquake  ; but  thofe  who  remained  on 
board,  did  not  perceive  any  thing  of  it.  This  circumflance 
may  ferve  to  evince  the  probability  of  volcanoes  on  New 
Zeeland,  as  thefe  two  great  phenomena  on  our  globe  feern 
to  be  clofely  connected  together. 

We  arrived  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  at  the  time 
when  the  Adventure’s  crew  began  to  defpair  of  ever  meet- 
ing with  us  again,  and  had  made  preparations  to  fpend  the 
whole  winter  in  this  harbour,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
eaftward,  with  the  enfuing  fpring,  to  explore  the  South  Sea 
in  high  latitudes.  Captain  Cook,  however,  was  by  no 
means  inclined  to  lie  inactive  during  fo  many  months, 
cfpccially  as  he  knew,  that  confiderable  refrefliments  were 
to  be  had  at  the  Society  Ides,  which  he  had  vifited  in  his 
former'voyage.  He  therefore  gave  directions  to  put  both 
(loops  in  condition  to  go  to  fea,  as  foon  as  poflible  ; and  the 
Refolution  being  entirely  prepared  for  that  purpofe,  her 
crew  afiiftcd  that  of  the  Adventure  for  the  fake  of  greater 
difpatch. 
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m’V.  We  began  our  excurfions  the  day  after  our  arrival,  and 
” found  the  produ&ions  of  the  forcfls  very  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  Duiky  Bay,  but  the  feafon  and  climate  infinitely  more 
favourable  to  our  botanical  refearches.  We  were  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  with  feveral  fpecies  of  plants  dill  in  flower, 
and  alfo  found  fome  birds,  which  we  had  not  feen  before. 
But  the  antifcorbutic  plants,  which  grew  on  every  beach, 
gave  this  port  the  moll  diftinguifhed  advantage  over  our 
firll  place  of  refrcfhtnent.  We  immediately  gathered  vaft 
quantities  of  wild  celery,  and  of  a well-tafted  feurvy-grafs 
( IcpiJtum ) which  were  daily  boiled  with  fome  oat-meal  or 
wheat  for  breakfaft,  and  with  peafe-foup  for  dinner;  and 
the  people  on  board  the  Adventure,  who  had  hitherto 
not  known  the  ufe  of  thefc  greens,  now  followed  our  ex- 
ample. We  alfo  found  a fpecies  of  fow-thiftle  ( fonebus 
oleraceusj  and  a kind  of  plant  which  our  people  called 
lamb’s  quarters,  ( tetragouia  comma*,)  which  we  frequently 
ufed  as  fallads ; and  if  we  had  not  fuch  plenty  of  wild- 
fowl and  fifties  as  at  Dufky  Bay,  we  were  amply  recom- 
penfed  by  thefe  excellent  vegetables.  The  fpruce  and  the 
tea-tree  of  New  Zeeland  likewife  grew  in  great  plenty 
hereabouts,  and  wc  taught  our  friends  to  make  ufe  of 
both  for  their  rc  frefh merit. 


• See  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  III.  p.  441. 
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The  next  day  we  went  to  the  Hippah,  or  fortification 
of  the  natives,  where  Mr.  Bailey,  the  aflronomcr  of  the 
Adventure  had  fixed  his  obfervatory.  It  is  lituated  on  a 
deep  infulated  rock,  which  is  accelfiblc  only  in  one  place, 
by  a narrow  difficult  path,  where  two  perfons  cannot  go 
abread.  At  the  top  it  had  been  furrounded  by  fome  pali- 
fadoes,  but  tbefe  were  in  mod  parts  removed,  and  had  been 
ufed  for  fuel  by  our  people.  The  huts  of  the  natives  dood 
promifeuoufiy  within  the  enclofure,  and  had  no  walls,  but 
confided  only  of  a roof,  which  rofe  into  a deep  ridge.  The 
inner  fkeletons  of  thefe  huts  were  branches  of  trees  plaited 
fo  as  to  refcmble  hurdles ; on  thefe  they  had  laid  the  bark 
of  trees,  and  covered  the  whole  with  the  rough  fibres  of 
the  dag,  or  New  Zeeland  dax-plant.  We  were  told,  that 
the  people  from  the  Adventure  had  found  them  exceeding 
full  of  vermin,  and  particularly  deas,  from  which  it  fliould 
feem  that  they  had  been  but  lately  inhabited ; and  indeed 
it  is  not  unlikely,  that  all  thefe  drong  places  are  only  the 
occaftonal  abode  of  the  natives,  in  cafe  of  danger  from  their 
enemies  ; and  that  they  forfake  them,  whenever  their  per- 
fonal  fafety  does  not  require  their  refidence.  Our  fellow* 
voyagers  likewife  found  immenfe  numbers  of  rats  upon 
the  Hippah  rock,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  put  fome 
large  jars  in  the  ground,  level  with  the  furface,  into  which 
thefe  vermin  fell  during  night,  by  running  backwards  and 
forwards;  and  great  number  of  them  were  caught  in  this 
Vol.  I.  D d manner. 
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J5I*.  manner.  It  is  therefore  very  probable,  that  rats  arc  indi- 
genous in  New  Zeeland,  or  at  lead  that  their  arrival  there, 
is  prior  to  its  difeovery  by  European  navigators.  Captain 
Furncaux  (hewed  us  fevcral  fpots  of  ground  on  the  top 
of  this  rock,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  dug,  and  on 
which  he  had  fown  a great  variety  of  garden-feeds  ; thefe 
fucceeded  fo  well  that  we  frequently  had  fallads,  and  many 
diflies  of  European  greens  at  our  table,  notwithflanding- 
the  fcafon  of  winter  was  now  far  advanced.  But  the 
climate  in  this  part  of  New  Zeeland  is  extremely  mild, 
when  compared  to  that  of  Duflcy  Bay  ; and  notwithflanding 
the  vicinity  of  the  fnowy  mountains,  I am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve it  feldom  freezes  hard  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound  ; 
at  lead  we  experienced  no  froft  during  our  continuance 
there  to  the  6 th  of  June. 

Saturday  >».  On  the  2 2d  we  went  over  to  an  ifland  in  the  found, 
to  which  captain  Cook  had  given  the  name  of  Long  Ifland 
in  his  former  voyage.  It  conlifls  of  one  long  ridge,  of 
which  the  fides  are  fteep,  and  the  back  or  top  nearly  level, 
though  in  mod  places  very  narrow.  On  its  N.  W.  fide- 
we  faw  a fine  beach,  furrounding  a little  piece  of  flat  land, 
of  which  the  greateft  part  was  marfliy,  and  covered  with 
various  grades  ; the  reft  was  full  of  antifcorbutics,  and  the 
New  Zeeland  flax-plant  ( plormium ),  growing  round  fome 
old  abandoned  huts  of  the  natives.  We  cleared  fome  fpots 
of  ground  here,  and  fowed  European  garden  feeds  on  them, 

which 


. .Digitized  by.  Gothic 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

which  we  thought  were  likely  to  thrive  in  this  place.  We 
alfo  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  which  we  found 
covered  with  dry  grades,  intermixed  with  fomc  low, 
flirubby  plants ; and  among  them  a number  of  quails  ex- 
aiftly  like  thofe  of  Europe,  had  their  refidence.  Several 
deep  and  narrow  glens  which  ran  down  the  tides  of  the 
ridge  to  the  fca,  were  filled  with  trees,  fhrubs,  and  climbers, 
the  haunt  of  numerous  fmall  birds,  and  of  feveral  falcons  \ 
but  where  the  cliffs  were  perpendicular,  or  hanging  over 
the  water,  great  flocks  of  a beautiful  fort  of  fliags,  built 
their  nefts  on  every  little  broken  rock,  or  if  poiliblc  in 
fmall  cavities  about  a foot  fquare,  which  feemed  in  a few 
inflances  to  be  enlarged  by  the  birds  themfelves.  The 
argillaceous  done,  of  which  mod  of  the  hills  about  Queen 
Charlotte’s  Sound  confided,  is  fometimes  fufficiently  foft 
for  that  purpofe.  It  runs  in  oblique  drata,  commonly 
dipping  a little  towards  the  fouth,  is  of  a greenifli-grey, 
or  bluifh,  or  yellowifh-brown  colour,  and  fometimes  con- 
tains veins  of  white  quartz.  A green  talcous  or  nephritic 
done,  is  alfo  found  in  this  kind  of  rock,  and  when  very 
hard,  capable  of  polifli,  and  fcmi-tranfparent ; it  is  ufed  by 
the  natives  for  chiflcls,  hatchets,  and  fometimes  for  pattoo- 
pattoos  : it  is  of  the  fame  fpecies  which  jewellers  call  the 
jadde.  Several  fofter  forts  of  this  done,  perfectly  opaque, 
and  of  a pale  green  colour,  are  more  numerous  than  the 
dinty  fcmi-tranfparent  kind  ; and  feveral  fpecies  of  horn- 
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flone  and  argillaceous  flate  likewifc  are  fcen  running  in 
great  flrata  through  fomc  of  the  mountains.  The  latter 
is  commonly  found  in  great  quantity,  and  broken  pieces,  on 
the  fea  beeches,  and  is  what  our  Teamen  call  flringle,  by 
which  name  it  is  diftinguiQied  in  the  account  of  captain 
Cook’s  former  voyage.  On  thefe  beaches  we  alfo  met 
with  feveral  forts  of  flinty  ftones  and  pebbles,  and  fome 
loofc  pieces  of  black,  compafl,  and  ponderous  bafaltes, 
of  which  the  natives  form  fome  of  their  fliort  clubs, 
called  pattoopattoos.  In  many  places  we  likewife  faw 
flrata  of  a blackilh  faxum  Lin.  confiding  of  a black  and 
compact  mica  or  glimmer,  intermixed  with  minute  par- 
ticles of  quartz.  The  argillaceous  flate  is  fometiraes  found 
of  a rufty  colour,  which  feems  evidently  to  rife  from  irony 
particles  ; and  from  this  circumftancc,  and  the  variety  of 
minerals  juft  enumerated,  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  this  part  of  New  Zeeland  contains  iron  ore,  and 
perhaps  feveral  other  metallic  bodies.  Before  we  left  this 
place,  we  found  fome  fmall  pieces  of  a whitifh  pumice- 
flone  on  the  fea-fliore,  which,  together  with  the  bafaltine 
lava,  ftrongly  confirm  the  exiftence  of  volcanoes  in  New 
Zeeland. 

On  the  2 2d  in  the  morning,  two  fmall  canoes  came 

indsjr  tj. 

towards  us,  in  which  were  five  men  of  the  natives,  the 
firft  we  had  fecn  fince  the  arrival  of  our  floop  in  this 
harbour.  Their  appearance  was  nearly  the  fame  as  that 
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ef  the  Dufky  Bay  people,  with  this  difference,  that  they  A'”fi 
feemed  much  more  familiar  and  unconcerned.  We  bought 
foine  fi(h  of  them,  and  likewife  made  them  fome  prefents, 
conducing  them  into  the  cabin,  as  they  did  not  hcfitate 
to  come  on  board.  Seeing  us  fit  down  to  dinner,  they 
freely  partook  of  our  provifions,  but  drank  pure  water, 
refilling  to  touch  either  wine  or  brandy.  They  were  fo 
refllefs,  that  they  removed  from  our  table  to  that  of  the 
officers  in  the  fteerage,  where  they  likewife  cat  with  great 
appetite,  and  drank  great  quantities  of  water  fweetened 
with  fugar,  of  which  they  were  remarkably  fond.  Every 
thing  they  faw,  or  could  lay  hands  upon  they  coveted,  but 
upon  the  lead  hint,  that  we  either  could  not,  or  would 
not  part  with  what  they  had  taken  up,  they  laid  it  down 
without  rcludlance.  Glafs  bottles,  which  they  called  taw- 
haw,  were  however  particularly  valuable  to  them  j and 
whenever  they  faw  any  of  them,  they  always  pointed  to 
them,  and  then  moved  the  hand  to  their  bread,  pro- 
nouncing the  word  mokh , by  which  they  ufed  to  exprefs 
their  defire  of  pofTeffing  any  thing.  Among  the  variety  of 
little  prefents  we  made  them  they  did  not  notice  beads, 
ribbons,  white  paper,  &c.  but  were  very  eager  after  iron, , 
nails,  and  hatchets  ; a proof  that  the  intrinfic  value  of 
thefc  tools  cannot  fail  to  make  an  impreffion  on  the  minds 
of  thefe  people  in  the  long  run,  though  they  were  at  firft 
indifferent  to  them,  as  not  knowing  their  ufc  and  dura- 
bility. 
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bility.  Some  of  our  people  having  made  ufe  of  their 
canoes  in  the  afternoon  to  tranfport  themfelvcs  to  the 
Ihore,  they  came  into  the  cabin  complaining  to  the  cap- 
tain, whofe  authority  over  the  reft  they'  very  well  conceived  ; 
and  their  embarkations  being  reftored  to  them,  they  all 
went  away  highly  pleafed. 

The  next  morning  at  day-break  they  returned,  but 
brought  four  other  perfons  with  them,  one  of  them  a 
woman,  with  fome  children,  and  traded  as  ufual  about  the 
{hips.  The  captains  embarked  with  us  after  breakfaft,  in 
order  to  vifit  an  extcnfive  inlet  on  the  northern  fliore  of  the 
found,  which  was  called  Weft  Bay  in  the  Endeavour’s 
voyage.  On  our  way  we  met  a double  canoe,  manned 
with  thirteen  perfons,  who,  coming  along  fide,  made  ac- 
quaintance with  Captain  Cook,  and  feemed  to  recolledt 
him,  by  enquiring  for  Tupaya,  the  native  of  O-Taheitee, 
whom  he  had  taken  on  board  during  his  former  voyage, 
and  who  had  lived  to  vifit  this  country  with  him.  When 
they  were  told  that  he  was  dead,  they  feemed  much  con- 
cerned, and  pronounced  fome  words  in  a plaintive  tone. 
We  made  figns  for  them  to  go  on  board  the  veflcls  lying  in 
Ship  Cove ; but  when  they  faw  us  going  on  to  the  fouth, 
they  returned  to  the  cove  from  whence  they  came. 

We  found  the  country  not  quite  fo  fleep  as  at  the  fouth- 
ern  extremity  of  New  Zeeland,  and  the  hills  near  the  fea- 
fide  were  in  general  of  an  inferior  height.  In  mod  parts, 
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however,  they  were  covered  with  forefts,  equally  intricate 
and  impenetrable  as  thofe  of  Dulky  Bay,  but  containing  a 
greater  number  of  pigeons,  parrots,  and  fmall  birds, 
which  perhaps  abandon  that  rude  climate  during  the  cold- 
feafon,  and  pafs  their  winter  in  thefe  milder  regions. 
Oyficr-catchcrs  or  fea-pies,  and  various  forts  of  Ihags, 
likewife  enlivened  the  fea  lhores  here,  but  ducks  were  cx» 
tremcly  fcarce.  Well  Bay  contains  a number  of  fine  coves, 
each  of  which  affords  excellent  anchorage ; the  hills  rife 
gently  all  round  it,  covered  with  flirubs  and  trees,  and 
many  of  their  fummits  arc  dear  of  woods,  but  over- 
grown with  a common  fpecies  of  fern,  (acroJUaun  furcatumj 
This  is  likewife  the  cafe  with  many  iflands  in  the  found, 
and  great  part  of  the  fouth-call  fliore  of  the  found  from 
Cape  Koamaroo  to  Eaft  Bay.  After  collecting  a number  of 
new  plants,  among  which  was  a fpecies  of  pepper,  very 
much  refembling  ginger  in  the  talle,  and  Ihooting  many 
birds  of  all  forts,  we  returned  on  board  late  in  the  evening. 

The  launch,  which  had  been  fent  out  in  the  morning  to 
an  adjacent  cove,  in  order  to  cut  geeens  for  the  fliip’s 
company  and  fome  grafs  for  our  goats  and  fliccp,  did  not 
return  that  day ; but  Haying  out  all  the  next  likewife,  we 
began  to  be  very  uneafy  about  the  twelve  people  in  her, 
among  whom  were  our  third  lieutenant,  the  lieutenant  of 
marines,  Mr.  Hodges,  the  carpenter,  and  the  gunner.  Our 
apprehenfions  were  the  more  juft,  as  the  wind  and  wea- 
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m»».  ther  had  been  favourable  for  their  return  from  almoft  any 
part  of  the  bay,  till  the  morning  of  the  2jthj  foon  after 
which  it  began  to  be.  very  rainy  and  flormy.  On  the  day 
we  had  gone  to  Weft  Bay,  a large  canoe  with  twelve  of  the 
natives  came  from  the  north  to  our  £hip,  and  after  felling 
a variety  of  their  drefles,  fome  ftone  hatchets,  clubs,  fpears, 
and  even  paddles,  they  returned  the  way  they  came. 

On  the  26  th,  afternoon,  the  weather  being  fomewhat 
cleared  up,  our  launch  arrived  on  board,  but  all  the  peo- 
ple in  her  were  exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  hunger.  All 
the  provifion  they  had  taken  out  with  them  confifted  of 
three  bifcuits  and  a bottle  of  brandy  ( and  they  had  not  been 
able  to  fucceed  in  catching  a Angle  fifh  during  the  tern- 
peftuous  weather.  After  being  tofled  about  by  the  waves, 
attempting  in  vain  to  return  to  the  veflels,  they  had  put 
into  a cove,  on  which  they  found  a few  deferted  huts  of 
the  natives,  where  they  took  fhelter,  and  juft  kept  them- 
felves  from  ftarving  by  eating  a few  mufcles  that  adhered 
to  the  rocks. 

The  next  morning  we  made  our  refearches  round  the 
bottom  of  the  cove,  in  quell  of  plants  and  bird*}  and  in 
the  afternoon  we  went  out  along  the  rocky  fliores  towards 
Point  Jackfon,  to  kill  fome  Ihags,  which  we  had  now  learnt 
to  relilh  inftead  of  ducks.  Between  thefe  two  excurfions 
we  received  another  vifit  of  the  Indian  family,  whom  we 
had  feen  before,  on  the  2 3d.  They  feemed  to  be  come  for 
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no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  eating  with  us,  having 
brought  nothing  with  them  to  exchange  for  our  iron- work. 

We  now  enquired  for  their  names,  but  they  were  a long 
time  before  they  could  underftand  us  ■,  however,  compre- 
hending our  meaning  at  laft,  they  gave  us  a collection  of 
words,  which  had  a lingular  mixture  of  gutturals  and 
vowels.  The  oldcft  among  them  was  called  Towa- 
hangha  ; the  others  Kotugha-a,  Koghoaa,  Khoaa,  Kollakh, 
and  Taywahcrua.  This  laft  was  a boy  about  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  a very  promifing  counte- 
nance, and  feemed  to  be  the  livelieft  and  molt  intelligent 
among  them.  He  came  into  the  cabin  and  dined  with  us, 
eating  very  voracioufly  of  a fliag-pye,  of  which,  contrary 
to  our  expectation,  he  preferred  the  cruft.  The  captain 
offered  him  fomc  Madeira  wine,  of  which  he  drank  fome- 
thing  more  than  one  glafs,  making  a great  many  wry 
faces  at  firft.  A bottle  of  a very  fwcct  Cape  wine  being 
brought  upon  the  table,  a glafs  was  filled  out  to  him, 
which  he  relilhed  fo  well  that  he  was  continually  licking 
his  lips,  and  defired  to  have  another,  which  he  likewife 
drank  off.  This  draught  began  to  elevate  his  fpirits,  and 
his  tongue  ran  on  with  great  volubility.  He  capered 
about  the  cabin,  infilled  on  having  the  captain’s  boat- 
cloak,  which  lay  on  a chair,  and  was  much  vexed  at  the 
refufal ; he  next  defired  one  of  the  empty  bottles,  and  this 
requeft  likewife  proving  fruitlcfs,  he  went  out  of  the  cabin 
Vol.  I. ' Ee  highly 
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w”r.  highly  offended.  On  deck  he  faw  fome  of  our  fervants 
folding  up  linen  which  had  been  hung  out  to  dry,  and 
immediately  feized  on  a table-cloth ■,  but  this  being  taken 
from  him,  his  pallion  was  at  the  highell  pitch,  he  Damp- 
ed, threatened,  then  grumbled,  or  rather  grunted  awhile, 
and  at  lail  became  fo  fullen  that  he  would  not  fpeak  a 
word.  The  impatient  temper  of  this  nation  never  appear- 
ed more  didintffly  than  in  this  boy’s  condudl  j but  at  the 
fame  time  we  had  room  to  confider,  feeing  the  effedt  of 
ftrong  liquors  upon  him,  how  fortunate  it  was  that  they 
were  ufed  to  no  kind  of  intoxicating  draught,  which 
would  perhaps  ferve  to  make  their  temper  flill  more  fierce 
and  ungovernable  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

SatunUjr  19.  About  thirty  natives  furrounded  us  in  feveral  canoes  the 
next  morning,  and  brought  a few  of  their  tools  and 
weapons  to  fell,  for  which  they  received  great  quantities  of 
our  goods  in  exchange,  owing  to  the  eagernefs  with  which 
our  crews  outbid  each  other.  There  were  a number  of 
women  among  them,  whofe  lips  were  of  a blackifli  blue 
colour,  by  pundhiation ; and  their  cheeks  were  painted  of  a 
lively  red,  with  a mixture  of  ruddle  and  oil.  Like  thofe 
at  Dulky  Bay,  they  commonly  had  flender  and  bandy  legs, 
with  large  knees  j defedts  which  evidently  are  deducible 
from  the  little  exercife  they  ufe,  and  their  mode  of  fitting 
crofs-legged  and  cramped  up  almoft  perpetually  in  canoes. 
Their  colour  was  of  a clear  brown,  between  the  olive  and 
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mahogany  hues,  their  hair  jetty  black,  the  faces  round,  ,£7x1 
the  nofe  and  lips  rather  thick  but  not  flat,  their  black 
eyes  fometimes  lively  and  not  without  expreflion ; the 
whole  upper  part  of  their  figure  was  not  difproportionate, 
and  their  aflemblage  of  features  not  abfolutely  forbidding. 

Our  crews,  who  had  not  converfed  with  women  fince  our 
departure  from  the  Cape,  found  thefe  ladies  very  agree- 
able ; and  from  the  manner  in  which  their  advances 
were  received,  it  appeared  very  plainly  that  chaftity  was 
not  rigoroufly  obferved  here,  and  that  the  fex  were  far 
from  being  impregnable.  However  their  favours  did  not 
depend  upon  their  own  inclination,  but  the  men,  as  ab- 
folute  mailers,  were  always  to  be  confulted  upon  the  occa- 
fion ; if  a fpike-nail,  or  a fhirt,  or  a fimilar  prefent  had 
been  given  for  their  connivance,  the  lady  was  at  liberty  to 
make  her  lover  happy,  and  to  exaft,  if  poflible,  the  tribute 
of  another  prefent  for  hcrfelf.  Some  among  them,  how- 
ever, fubmitted  with  reluftance  to  this  vile  proftitution ; 
and,  but  for  the  authority  and  menaces  of  the  men,  would 
not  have  complied  with  the  deflres  of  a fet  of  people  who 
could,  with  unconcern,  behold  their  tears  and  hear  their 
complaints.  Whether  the  members  of  a civilized  fociety, 
who  could  aft  fuch  a brutal  part,  or  the  barbarians  who 
could  force  their  own  women  to  fubmit  to  fuch  indignity, 
deferve  the  greateft  abhorrence,  is  a queftion  not  eafily  to 
be  decided.  Encouraged  by  the  lucrative  nature  of  this 
E e 2 infamous 
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£’»•  infamous  commerce,  the  New  Zeelandcrs  went  through  the 
whole  veflel,  offering  their  daughters  and  lifters  promifcu- 
oufly  to  every  perfon’s  embraces,  in  exchange  for  our  iron 
tools,  which  they  knew  could  not  be  purchafed  at  an 
eafier  rate.  It  docs  not  appear  that  their  married  women 
were  ever  fuffcred  to  have  this  kind  of  intercourfe  with 
our  people.  Their  ideas  of  female  chaftity  arc,  in  this  re- 
fpc<5t,  fo  different  from  ours,  that  a girl  may  favour  a 
number  of  lovers  without  any  detriment  to  her  character  ? 
but  if  flic  marries,  conjugal  fidelity  is  exatfted  from  her 
with  the  greateft  rigour.  It  may  therefore  be  alledged, 
that  as  the  New  Zeelandcrs  place  no  value  on  the  conti- 
nence of  their  unmarried  women,  the  arrival  of  Europeans 
among  them,  did  not  injure  their  moral  charatfters  in  this 
refpetftt  but  we  doubt  whether  they  ever  debafed  them- 
fclves  fo  much  as  to  make  a trade  of  their  women,  before 
we  created  new  wants  by  Ihcwing  them  iron-tools  ; for  the 
pofTcflion  of  which  they  do  not  hefitate  to  commit  an 
aftion  that,  in  our  eyes,  deprives  them  of  the  very  lhadow 
of  fenfibility. 

It  is  unhappy  enough  that  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quencc  of  all  our  voyages  of  difeovery,  has  always 
been  the  lofs  of  a number  of  innocent  lives ; but  this 
heavy  injury  done  to  the  little  uncivilized  communities 
which  Europeans  have  vifited,  is  trifling  when  compared 
to  the  irretrievable  harm  entailed  upon  them  by  corrupting 
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their  morals.  If  thefe  evils  were  in  fome  mcafure  com-  {£**•_. 
penfated  by  the  introduction  of  fome  real  benefit  in  thefe 
countries,  or  by  the  abolition  of  fome  other  immoral  cuf- 
toms  among  their  inhabitants,  we  might  at  lead  comfort 
ourfclves,  that  what  they  loft  on  one  hand,  they  gained  on 
the  other ; but  I fear  that  hitherto  our  intercourfc  has 
been  wholly  difadvantagcous  to  the  nations  of  the  South 
Seas  ; and  that  thofe  communities  have  been  the  lead  in- 
jured, who  have  always  kept  aloof  from  us,  and  whofe 
jealous  difpofition  did  not  fuller  our  failors  to  become  too 
familiar  among  them,  as  if  they  had  perceived  in  their 
countenances  that  levity  of  difpofition,  and  that  fpirit  of 
debauchery,  with  which  they  are  generally  reproached. 

Several  of  thefe  people  were  invited  into  the  cabin,  where 
Mr.  Hodges  applied  himfelf  to  fketch  the  molt  charatfte- 
riftic  faces,  while  we  prevailed  on  them  to  fit  Hill  for  a few 
moments,  keeping  their  attention  engaged,  by  a variety  of 
trifles  which  we  (hewed,  and  fome  of  which  we  prefented 
to  them.  We  found  feveral  very  expreflive  countenances 
among  them,  particularly  fome  old  men,  with  grey  or 
white  heads  and  beards  ; and  fome  young  men,  with 
amazing  bulhy  hair,  which  hung  wildly  over  their  faces, 
and  increafed  their  natural  favage  looks.  The  ftature  of 
thefe  people  was  middle- fized  in  general,  and  their  form 
and  colour  almoft  entirely  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Duflcy  Bay 
people ; their  drefs  was  likewife  made  in  the  fame  man- 
ner 
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ncr  of  the  flax-plant,  but  never  interwoven  with  feathers, 
in  lieu  of  which  they  had  bits  of  dog-fkin  at  the  four 
corners  of  their  cloaks,  which  the  others  were  not  for- 
tunate enough  to  poflefs.  The  bogbec-bogbee,  or  fhaggy- 
cloak,  which  hangs  round  their  neck  like  a thatch  of 
flraw*,  was  alinoft  conflantly  worn  by  them,  on  account 
of  the  fcafon,  during  which  the  air  began  to  be  fharp,  and 
rains  were  very  frequent.  But  their  other  kinds  of  cloth  £ 
were  here  commonly  old,  dirty,  and  not  fo  neatly  wrought 
as  they  are  deferibed  in  captain  Cook’s  firft  voyage.  The 
men  wore  their  hair  hanging  in  a very  flovenly  manner 
about  them,  but  the  women  had  theirs  cut  fhort,  which 
feems  to  be  the  general  pra&ice  among  them.  They  alfo 
wore  the  head-drefs,  or  cap  of  brown  feathers,  mentioned 
in  the  account  of  captain  Cook’s  former  voyage.  After 
thefe  people  had  been  on  board  a few  hours,  they  began 
to  Real,  and  fecrete  every  thing  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.  Several  of  them  were  difeovered  in  conveying  away  a 
large  four-hour  glafs,  a lamp,  fome  handkerchiefs,  and  fomc 
knives;  upon  which  they  were  ignominioufly  turned  out 
of  the  Hoop,  and  never  permitted  to  come  on  board  again. 
They  felt  the  whole  weight  of  fhamc,  which  this  proceed- 
ing brought  upon  them  ; and  their  fiery  temper,  which 
cannot  brook  any  humiliation,  was  up  in  arms  at  this 

* See  Hawkefworth’a  Compilation,  vol.  Ill,  p.  453,  &c. 

1 Ibid.  P-  455- 
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punifhment ; fo  that  one  of  them  uttered  threats,  and  made  jJ,”’. 

violent  gefturcs  in  his  canoe.  In  the  evening  they  all 
went  on  fhore,  abreafl  of  the  floops,  and  made  fomc  tem- 
porary huts  of  the  branches  of  trees,  near  which  they 
hawled  their  canoes  on  the  dry  land,  and  made  fires,  over 
which  they  prepared  their  fuppers.  Their  meals  confifted 
of  fomc  frefh  filhes,  which  they  had  caught  in  their  canoes 
not  far  from  fhore,  with  a kind  of  fcoop-net,  deferibed  in 
captain  Cook’s  former  voyage,  which  they  managed  with 
a dexterity  peculiar  to  themfelvcs. 

The  next  morning  we  had  fine  mild  weather,  and  Sunday  30, 
made  a trip  over  to  Long  Hland,  in  order  to  look  after 
fomc  hay,  which  our  people  had  cut  there,  and  to  colleX 
greens  for  the  fliip’s  company,  near  the  huts  which  the 
natives  had  abandoned.  We  were  fortunate  enough  at  the 
fame  time  to  find  fomc  new  plants,  and  (hoot  feveral  little 
birds,  different  from  thofe  which  had  hitherto  fallen  into 
our  hands.  In  the  afternoon,  many  of  our  failors  were 
allowed  to  go  on  fhore,  among  the  natives,  where  they 
traded  for  curiofities,  and  purchafed  the  embraces  of  the 
ladies,  notwithflanding  the  difguft  which  their  unclcanlincfs 
infpired.  Their  cuflom  of  painting  their  cheeks  with 
ochre  and  oil,  was  alone  fuflicient  to  deter  the  more  fenfible 
from  fuch  intimate  connexions  with  them  j and  if  we  add 
to  this  a certain  flench  which  announced  them  even  at  a 
diftance,  and  the  abundance  of  vermin  which  not  only  in- 
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„J”?;  felled  their  hair,  but  alfo  crawled  on  their  clothes,  and 
which  they  occafionally  cracked  between  their  teeth,  it  is 
aftonifliing  that  perfons  Ihould  be  found,  who  could  gra- 
tify an  animal  appetite  with  fuch  loathfome  objects,  whom 
a civilized  education  and  national  cuftoms  fhould  have 
taught  them  to  hold  in  abhorrence. 

Unde 

H*c  tetigie,  Gradivc,  tuos  urtica  nepotes  ? Juvenal. 

Before  they  returned  on  board  again,  a woman  ftolc  a jacket 
.belonging  to  one  of  our  failors,  and  gave  it  to  a young 
fellow  of  her  own  nation.  The  owner  finding  it  in  the 
young  man's  hands,  took  it  from  him,  upon  which  he  re- 
ceived feveral  blows  with  the  lift.  Thcfe  he  believed  were 
meant  in  joke,  but  as  he  was  advancing  to  the  water- 
fide,  in  order  to  flep  into  the  boat,  the  native  threw  feveral 
large  Hones  at  him.  The  failor  was  rouzed,  and  return- 
ing to  the  fellow,  began  to  box  him  after  the  Englilh 
manner,  and  in  a few  moments  had  given  the  New  Zee- 
lander  a black  eye,  and  bloody  nofe  ; upon  which  the  lat- 
ter, to  all  appearance  much  terrified,  declined  the  combat, 
and  ran  off. 

Captain  Cook,  who  was  determined  to  omit  nothing 
which  might  tend  to  the  prefervation  of  European  garden- 
plants  in  this  country,  prepared  the  foil,  fowed  feeds,  and 
tranfplantcd  the  young  plants  in  four  or  five  different  parts 
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of  this  found.  He  had  cultivated  a fpot  of  ground  on  the 
beach  of  Long  Illand,  another  on  the  Hippah  rock,  two 
more  on  the  Motu-Aro,  and  one  of  confidcrable  extent 
at  the  bottom  of  Ship  Cove,  where  our  veflels  lay  at  anchor. 

He  chiefly  endeavoured  to  raife  fuch  vegetables  as  have 
ufeful  and  nutritive  roots,  and  among  them  particularly 
potatoes,  of  which  we  had  been  able  to  preferve  but  few  in 
a flatc  of  vegetation.  He  had  likewife  fown  corn  of  feve- 
ral  forts,  beans,  kidney-beans,  and  peafe,  and  devoted  the 
latter  part  of  his  flay  in  great  meafurc  to  thefe  occu- 
pations. 

Early  on  the  firft  of  June  feveral  canoes  full  of  natives 
came  on  board,  whom  we  had  not  feen  before.  Their  ca- 
noes were  of  different  fizes,  and  three  of  them  had  fails, 

•which  are  but  feldom  feen  among  them.  The  fail  confided 
of  a large  triangular  mat,  and  was  fixed  to  a mail,  and  a 
boom  joining  below  in  an  acute  angle,  which  could  both  be 
ftruck  with  the  greateft  facility.  The  upper  edge,  or  broadefl 
part  of  the  fail,  had  five  tufts  of  brown  feathers  on  its  ex- 
tremity. The  bottom  of  thefe  canoes  confided  of  a long 
hollow  trunk  of  a tree,  and  the  fides  were  made  of  feveral 
boards  or  planks  above  each  other,  which  were  united  by 
means  of  a number  of  firings  of  the  New  Zeeland  flax- 
plant,  parted  through  fmall  holes,  and  tied  very  faft.  The 
feams  between  them  arc  caulked  with  the  downy  or  woolly 
fubftancc  of  the  reed-mace  (t\pba  latifotia.)  Some  of  the  ca- 
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j'ok>.  v noes  were  double,  that  is,  two  fattened  along  fide  of  each 
other,  by  means  of  tranfverfc  flicks,  lafhed  on  with  ropes  ; 
but  where  that  was  not  the  cafe,  they  had  an  outrigger,  or 
narrow  piece  of  plank  fixed  parallel  to  one  fide  of  the  canoe* 
by  means  of  tranfverfe  poles,  to  prevent  their  overfetting. 
All  thofe  we  now  faw  had  not  that  profufion  of  carving 
and  fine  workmanflnp,  mentioned  in  captain  Cook's  firll 
voyage,  which  he  obferved  in  the  canoes  of  the  northern 
iflands ; but  feemed  rather  old,  and  worn  out  j they  were 
not,  however,  different  in  the  general  conformation  from 
thofe  deferibed  there,  and  always  had  the  diftorred  human 
face  at  the  head,  the  high  ftern,  and  the  neat  (harp-pointed 
paddles.  The  people  in  them  brought  for  (ale  fcveral  orna- 
naments,  which  were  new  to  us,  efpecially  pieces  of  green, 
nephritic  (lone,  cut  into  various  forms.  Some  were  of  a. 
flat  fhape,  with  a (harp  edge,  and  ferved  as  the  blades  of 
hatchets,  or  adzes ; fome  were  formed  into  long  pieces, 
which  are  hung  into  the  car;  others  were  little  chiflels,. 
inferted  in  a wooden  handle,  and  again  others  were  cut  out. 
with  great  labour  into  a contorted  and  fquatted  figure,  fome- 
thing  refcmbling  the  carricature  of  a man,  in  which  a pair 
of  monftrous  eyes  were  inferted,  made  of  the  mother  of 
pearl  of  an  car-fhell.  This  laft,  which  they  called  iteegbee,. 
was  worn  by  perfons  of  both  fixes,  hanging  on  the  bread,, 
from  a firing  paffed  about  the  neck,  and  may  perhaps  re- 
late to  fome  religious  matters.  They  fold  us  an  apron, 
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made  of  their  dofe- wrought  cloth,  covered  with  red  fea- 
thers, faced  with  white  dog-fkin,  and  ornamented  with 
pieces  of  the  ear-fhell,  which  is  faid  to  be  worn  by  the  wo- 
men in  their  dances.  They  brought  a number  of  their 
fifh-hooks,  which  are  of  a remarkable  clumfy  form,  made 
of  wood,  and  barbed  with  a piece  of  bone,  which  was  jag- 
ged, and  which  they  allured  us  was  human  bone.  Several 
rows  of  human  teeth,  drawn  on  a thread,  hung  on  their 
breads,  in  the  place  of,  or  along  with  the  teegbee,  but  they 
readily  fold  them  to  us,  in  exchange  for  iron  tools,  or 
trinkets.  A good  many  dogs  were  obferved  in  their  ca- 
noes, which  they  feemed  very  fond  of,  and  kept  tied 
with  a firing,  round  their  middle;  they  were  of  a rough 
long-haired  fort,  with  pricked  ears,  and  much  refcmbled 
the  common  fhepherd’s  cur,  or  count  BufFon's  chien  de  berger 
(fee  his  Hid.  Nat.)  They  were  of  different  colours,  fome 
fpotted,  fome  quite  black,  and  others  perfectly  white. 
The  food  which  thefe  dogs  receive  is  fifh,  or  the  fame  as 
their  mailers  live  on,  who  afterwards  eat  their  fleflr,  and 
employ  the  fur  in  various  ornaments  and  drefles.  They 
fold  us  feveral  of  thefe  animals,  among  which  the  old  ones 
coming  into  our  polTeflion,  became  extremely  fulky,  and  rc- 
fufed  to  take  any  fuflenance,  but  fome  young  ones  foon 
accutlomcd  themfelvcs  to  our  provifions.  Several  of  the 
New  Zeelandcrs  came  into  the  veflel,  and  fome  were  con- 
ducted into  the  cabin,  where  they  received  fome  prefents ; 
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but  none  of  them  (hewed  that  aflonifliment,  and  that  de- 
gree of  reflection  and  attention,  which  our  old  fricod  at 
Dulky  Bay  had  manifefted  on  coming  aboard.  Some  of 
them  were  ftrangcly  marked  in  the  face  with  deeply  exca- 
vated ipirul  lines ; and  one  of  them  in  particular,  a tall 
and  ftrong  man,  aad  nearly  middle-aged,  had  thefe  marks 
very  regular  on  his  chin,  checks,  forehead,  and  nofe,  fo  that 
his  beard,  which  would  otherwife  have  been  very  thick, 
now  conlifted  only  of  a few  draggling  hairs.  This  man’s 
name  was  Tringho-Waya,  and  he  feemed  to  have  fomc 
authority  with  his  people,  which  was  more  than  we  had 
hitherto  obferved  among  the  fmall  number  who  had  viCted 
us.  The  chief  objedt  of  their  commerce  were  Hurts  and 
bottles,  of  which  laft  they  were  remarkably  fond : per- 
haps becaufe  they  have  nothing  in  which  to  keep  liquids, 
except  a minute  kind  of  calabafli  or  gourd,  which  grows 
only  in  the  northern  ifland,  and  was  extrmdy  fcarce 
among  the  people  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound.  They 
were  not  inclined  however  to  make  difadvantageous  bar- 
gains, and  demanded  the  beft  price  for  every  little  trifle 
which  they  offered  for  fale,  though  they  were  never  of- 
fended with  a refufat.  Some  of  them  being  in  remarkable 
good  fpirits,  gave  us  a heiva,  or  dance,  on  the  quarter-deck. 
They  placed  thcmfclvcs  in  a row,  and  parted  with  their 
(baggy  upper  garments  : one  of  them  fung  fome  words 
in  a rude  manner,  and  all  the  reft  accompanied  the  gcflurcs 
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he  made,  alternately  extending  their  arras,  and  (lamping 
with  their  feet  in  a violent  and  almoft  frantic  manner.  t 
The  lad  words  which  we  might  fuppofc  the  burden  of  the 

1 

fong,  or  a chorus,  they  all  repeated  together ; and  we  could 
cafily  dillinguilh  fome  fort  of  metre  in  them,  but  were 
not  fure  they  had  rhimes.  The  mufic  was  extremely 
rough,  and  of  no  great  extent  in  thefe  kinds  of  fongs. 

In  the  evening  they  all  went  off  again,  and  returned  to 
the  upper  part  of  the  found  from  whence  they  came. 

The  next  morning  wc  accompanied  the  captains  Cook  wednefiiijr*. 
and  Furncaux  to  Eaft  Bay,  and  Grafs  Cove,  where  they 
intended  to  collect  a load  of  antifcorbutic  greens.  We 
had  not  only  endeavoured  to  leave  ufeful  European  roots 
in  this  country,  but  we  were  likewife  attentive  to  flock  its 
wilds  with  animals,  which  in  time  might  become  bene- 
ficial to  the  natives,  and  to  future  generations  of  naviga- 
tors. To  this  purpofe  captain  Furncaux  had  already  fent 
a boar  and  two  fows  to  Canibal  Cove,  where  they  had 
been  turned  into  the  woods  to  range  at  their  own  pleafure  ; 
and  we  now  deprived  ooifcivcs,  with  the  fame  view,  of  a 
pair  of  goats,  male  and  female,  which  wc  left  in  an  un- 
frequented part  of  Eaft  Day.  Thefe  places  had  been  fixed 
upon,  in  hopes  that  our  new  cclonifts  would  there  remain 
tmmolefted  by  the  natives,  who  indeed  were  the  only  ene- 
mies they  had  to  fear,  as  their  inconfiderate  and  barbarous 
temper  would  not  iuiTcr  them  to  make  any  reflection  on 
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the  advantages  which  future  ages  might  reap  from  the 
propagation  of  fuch  a valuable  race  of  animals.  On  this 
excurfion  we  faw  a large  animal  in  the  water  about  Grafs 
Cove,  which  feemed  to  be  a fea-lion  by  its  magnitude, 
but  which  we  could  not  get  a fliot  at.  We  had  already 
difeovered  a fmall  fpecies  of  bats  in  the  woods,  fo  that  the 
lift  of  the  indigenous  quadrupeds  in  New  Zeeland  was 
increafcd  to  five,  including  the  domeftic  dog  of  the  natives  } 
and  it  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  it  is  pollible  to  add 
a fixth  to  that  number.  After  we  had  ranged  the  woods  in 
different  parts,  collected  feveral  plants,  fliot  a few  birds,  and 
taken  in  a great  load  of  wild  celery  and  feurvy-grafs,  we 
returned  late  on  board. 

On  the  third  of  June,  we  fent  fome  boats  to  Long  Ifland 
to  fetch  our  hay  on  board ; and  having  laid  in  a fuflicient 
quantity  of  wood  and  water,  put  the  fliip  in  a condition 
to  go  to  fea,  and  refrelhed  our  crews  with  vaft  quantities 
of  greens,  we  were  ready  to  fail  with  the  firft  opportunity. 
One  of  our  boats  in  returning  faw  a large  double  canoe, 
and  another  in  which  they  counted  about  fifty  men,  who 
immediately  chaced  them  : but  our  people  not  being  armed, 
hoifted  fail,  and  foon  got  away  from  them,  fo  that  the 
New  Zee  landers  gave  over  the  purfuit,  and  returned  to- 
wards Euft  Biy  from  whence  they  came.  We  can  by  no 
means  pretend  to  aflert  that  their  intentions  were  hoftile 
in  any  degree,  but  prudence  naturally  fuggefled  tp  out- 
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people,  not  to  place  themfelves  in  the  power  of  a fet  of  w 
uncivilized  men,  who  follow  their  own  caprice  indead  of 
laws. 

The  next  morning  we  hoided  St.  George’s  colours,  the  Friday  «• 
jack  and  pennant  in  honour  of  His  Majedy’s  birth- day,, 
which  we  prepared  to  celebrate  with  the  ufual  fedivities. 

The  family  of  natives,  whofe  name  I have  mentioned  page 
209,  and  who  by  living  conftantly  in  a neighbouring  cove, 
were  now  intimate  with  us,  came  on  board  very  early,  and 
breakfaded  with  us.  Whild  we  were  fitting  in  the  deerage, 
an  officer  acquainted  the  captain  with  the  approach  of  a 
large  double  canoe,  well  manned  with  New  Zeelandcrs, 
coming  from  the  northward.  We  immediately  went  on 
deck,  and  faw  the  canoe  about  a mufket  fhot  from  us, 
containing  twenty-eight  men,  making  towards  our  Hoop, 
which  from  her  fize  they  probably  took  to  be  the  com- 
manding one.  Our  friends  on  board  very  earncdly  told 
us  they  would  be  our  enemies,  and  perfided  to  fire  at 
them  ; nay  Towahanga,  the  head  of  the  family  jumped  on. 
the  arm  ched,  which  was  placed  on  our  quarter  deck,, 
and  taking  hold  of  a dick,  made  a number  of  warlike 
motions  with  it,  and  foon  after  fpokc  to  them  very  vio- 
lently, but  with  fome  degree  of  folcmnity,  at  the  fame 
time  brandifiling,  as  it  feemed  in  defiance,  a large  hatchet, 
of  green  nephritic  done,  which  he  had  never  fhewn  us 
before.  In  the  mean  time  the  canoe  approached,  without. 
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talcing  much  notice  of  our  friend,  whom  we  perfuaded  at 
lift  to  be  filent.  Two  people  of  a fine  ftature,  one  at  the 
ftern,  and  another  about  the  middle  of  the  canoe  flood 
upright,  while  all  the  reft  continued  feated.  The  former 
had  a perfect  black  cloak  of  the  clofe  wrought  kind, 
pitched  in  compartments  with  dog-fkin  ; he  held  a green 
plant  of  the  New  Zeeland  flag  in  his  hand,  and  now  and 
then  fpoke  a few  words.  But  the  other  pronounced  a long 
fpeech  well  articulated,  loud,  and  very  folemn,  and  gave  his 
voice  great  variety  of  falls  and  elevations.  From  the  various 
tones  in  which  he  fpoke,  and  a few  geftures  with  which 
he  accompanied  his  words,  he  appeared  by  turns  to 
queftion,  to  boaft,  to  threaten,  to  challenge,  and  to  perfuadc 
us  j he  was  fomerimes  running  on  in  a moderate  tone, 
then  all  at  once  breaking  out  into  violent  exclamations; 
after  which  he  made  fliort  paufes  in  order  to  recover  his 
breath.  Having  finiflied  his  oration,  he  was  invited  to 
come  on  board  by  the  captain,  who  came  to  the  fhip's 
fide  ; he  feemed  at  firft  dubious  and  millruftful,  but  bis 
natural  fpiiit  foon  overcoming  that  diffidence,  he  ventured 
on  board,  and  was  prefently  followed  by  all  his  people, 
who  traded  with  the  greateft  eagernefs  for  our  iron  wares. 
They  immediately  faluted  the  family  of  natives  on  board, 
•with  the  ufual  application  of  nofes,  or  as  our  failors  ex- 
p refled  it,  rhey  nofed  each  other,  and  pi  id 'every  one  of 
us  upon  the  quarter-deck  the  fame  compliment.  The 
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two  fpeakers  were  taken  into  the  cabin,  where  we  learnt 
the  fecond  orator’s  name  was  Teiratu,  and  that  he  came 
from  the  oppoGte  fhore  of  the  northern  ifland,  called  Teera 
Whittee.  They  immediately  enquired  for  Tupia  (T upaya), 
and,  like  thofe  mentioned  p.  206,  feemed  much  concerned, 
and  pronounced  fome  words  in  a mournful  or  plaintive 
voice  on  hearing  of  his  death.  So  much  had  this  man’s 
fuperior  knowledge,  and  his  ability  to  converfe  in  their 
language  rendered  him  valuable,  and  beloved  even  among 
a nation  in  a Rate  of  barbarifm.  Perhaps  with  the  capacity 
which  Providence  had  allotted  to  him,  and  which  had  been 
cultivated  no  farther  than  the  fimplicity  of  his  education 
would  permit,  he  was  more  adapted  to  raife  the  New  Zee- 
landers  to  a Rate  of  civilization  fimilar  to  that  of  his  own 
iRands,  than  ourfelves,  to  whom  the  want  of  the  inter- 
mediate links,  which  connedt  their  narrow  views  to  our 
extended  fpherc  of  knowledge,  muR  ptove  an  obRacle  in 
fuch  an  undertaking. 

Teiratu  and  all  his  companions  were  a taller  race  of 
people  than  we  had  hitherto  feen  in  New  Zeeland,  none  of 
them  being  below  the  middle  fize,  and  many  above  it. 
Their  drefs,  ornaments,  and  arms  were  richer  than  any 
we  had  obferved  among  the  inhabitants  of  Queen  Char- 
lotte’s Sound,  and  feemed  to  fpeak  a kind  of  affluence, 
which  was  entirely  new  to  us.  Among  their  drefils  were 
fcvcral  cloaks  entirely  lined  with  dog  ikin,  upon  which 
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they  fct  a high  value,  and  which  indeed  gave  them  a very 
comfortable  appearance  in  the  cold  weather  that  now  be- 
gan to  be  felt.  Many  of  their  cloaks,  made  of  the  fibres- 
of  the  New  Zeeland  flag  (phormiamj,  were  new',  and  had  ele- 
gant borders,  very  fymmetrically  wrought  in  red,  black, 
and  white;  fo  that  they  might  have  pafled  for  the  work 
of  a much  more  poliflied  nation  *.  The  black  is  fo 
flrongly  fixed  upon  their  fluffs,  that  it  deferves  the  atten- 
tion of  our  manufacturers,'  who  greatly  want  a lading 
dye  of  that  colour  on  vegetable  productions  ; but  the  little 
progrefs  we  could  make  in  their  language,  rendered  it  im- 
poflible  to  gain  intelligence  from  them  on  this  point. 
Their  cloaks  are  fquare  pieces,  of  which  two  corners  were 
fattened  on  the  bread  by  firings,  and  duck  together  by  a 
bodkin  of  bone,  whalebone,  or  green  jadde.  A belt  of  a 
fort  of  clofe  matting  of  grafs,  confined  the  lower  extremi- 
ties of  their  cloak  to  their  loins,  beyond  which  it  extended 
at  lead  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  and  fometimes  to  the 
mid-leg.  Notwithdanding  this  fuperiority  over  the  natives 
of  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  they  refembled  them  perfectly 
in  their  unclcanlinefs,  and  fwarms  of  vermin  marched 
about  in  their  cloaths.  Their  hair  was  drefled  in  the 
fafhion  of  the  country  tied  on  the  crown,  greafed,  and 
duck  with  white  feathers  and  feveral  of  them  had  large 
combs,  of  fome  cetaceous  animal’s  bone,  duck  upright  jufl 


• See  Hawkcfwortb,  vol.  III. 
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behind  the  bunch  of  hair  on  the  head.  Many  of  them 
were  flrongly  carved  with  fpirals  in  the  face ; feveral 
had  painted  it  with  red  'ochre  and  oil,  and  were  always 
much  pleafed  when  we  laid  fome  vermilion  on  their 
cheeks.  We  likewife  faw  fome  little  calabafhes  among 
them,  neatly  carved,  in  which  they  kept  fome  (linking  oil  j 
but  whether  it  was  animal  or  vegetable  I could  never 
learn.  All  their  tools  were  very  elegantly  carved,  and 
made  with  great  attention.  They  fold  us  a hatchet,  of 
which  the  blade  was  of  the  fineft  green  jadde,  and  the 
handle  curioufly  ornamented  with  fretwork.  They  alfo 
brought  fome  mufical  inftruments,  among  which  was  2 
trumpet,  or  tube  of  wood,  about  four  feet  long,  and  pret- 
ty flrait;  its  fmall  mouth  was  not  above  two  inches,  and 
the  other  not  above  five  in  diameter  j it  made  a very  un- 
couth kind  of  braying,  for  they  always  founded  the  fame 
note,  though  a performer  on  the  French  horn  might  per- 
haps be  able  to  bring  fome  better  mufic  out  of  it.  An- 
other trumpet  was  made  of  a large  whelk,  (murex  irilenisj 
mounted  with  wood,  curioufly  carved,  and  pierced  at  the 
point  where  the  mouth  was  applied ; a hideous  bellowing 
was  all  the  found  that  could  be  procured  out  of  this  in- 
ftrumenr.  The  third  went  by  the  name  of  a flute  among 
our  people,  and  was  a hollow  tube,  wideft  about  the  mid- 
dle, where  it  had  a large  opening,  as  well  as  another  at 
each  end.  This  and  the  firlt  trumpet  were  both  made  of 
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two  hollow  femicylinders  of  wood,  exa&ly  fitted  and 
moulded  together,  fo  as  to  form  a perfe&  tube.  Their 
double  canoe  was  about  fifty  feet  long,  and  feemed  to  be 
new ; both  the  high  ftern  and  the  head  were  very  curioufly 
carved  with  fretwork  and  fpiral  lines,  as  deferibed  in  Capt. 
Cook's  former  voyage.  A raiffiapen  thing,  which  with 
fome  difficulty  we  perceived  was  meant  to  reprefent  a hu- 
man head,  with  a pair  of  eyes  of  mother  of  pearl,  and  a 
long  tongue  lolling  out  of  its  mouth,  conftituted  the  fore- 
moft  extremity  or  prora  of  the  canoe.  This  figure  is  the 
mod  common  in  all  their  ornaments,  and  principally  in' 
every  thing  that  relates  to  warlike  affairs.  The  cuftom  of 
lolling  out  the  tongue  in  contempt  and  defiance  of  the  ene- 
my, feems  to  have  given  rife  to  the  frequent  reprefenta- 
tions  of  it  j the  figure  of  the  tongue  forms  the  heads  of 
their  war-canoes,  it  is  placed  on  the  narrow  extremity  of 
their  battle-axes,  and  they  wear  it  on  their  breaft,  tied  to 
a ftring  round  the  neck  ; nay  they  carve  it  on  their  very 
fcoops  with  which  they  bale  the  water,  and  on  the  pad- 
dles with  which  they  manage  their  canoes. 

Thefc  people  made  but  a very  ffiort  (lay  with  us,  for 
feeing  it  began  to  blow  freffi,  they  all  embarked  and  pad- 
died  over  to  the  Motu-Aro.  The  captain,  accompanied  by 
feveral  gentlemen,  followed  them  about  noon,  and  found 
feven  canoes  there  hauled  on  fhore,  which  had  carried 
about  ninety  perfons  to  that  illand,  who  were  all  bufied 

making 


Digitized  by  Goeglc 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


3 29  • 


making  huts  for  their  temporary  flicker.  Our  people  were 
received  with  every  mark  of  friendfhip,  and  the  captain 
diftributed  many  prefents  to  them.  Among  thefe  was  a 
number  of  brafs  medals,  gilt,  about  one  inch  and  three 
quarters  in  diameter,  which  had  been  ftruck  on  purpofe  to 
be  left  as  a memorial  of  this  voyage  among  the  nations  we 
fhould  meet  with  : on  one  fide  was  the  head  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  with  the  infeription,  george  hi.  kino  of  great 
britaiV',  France,  and  Ireland,  & c.  On  the  reverfe, 
the  reprefentation  of  two  men  of  war,  with  the  names 
resolution  and  adventure  over  them;  and  the  ex- 
ergue SAILER  FROM  ENGLAND  MARCH  MDCCLXXII  *, 
Some  of  thefe  medals  had  already  been  given  to  the 
natives  of  Dufky  Bay,  and  thofe  of  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Sound.  In  exchange  for  iron,  cloth,  and  beads,  our  peo- 
ple colledled  a great  number  of  arms,  tools,  drefTcs,  and 
ornaments,  as  curiofities  among  them,  they  having  greater 
quantities  of  thefe  things  than  any  New  Zcclanders  we  had 
feen.  The  captain  and  his  company  perceived  that  Teiratu 
feemed  to  be  the  principal  or  chief  among  them,  by  a 
certain  degree  of  regard  which  the  reft  paid  to  him  : they 
could  not,  however,  determine  any  thing  with  prccifion 
on  this  fubjetft.  Refpcdt  is  always  paid  to  the  old  men 
among  them,  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  owe  their  confc- 
quence  to  the  long  experience  they  have  gained.  But  their. 

• It  was  originally  intended  that  the  (loops  (houtd  fail  fo  early  as  March. 
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chiefs,  fuch  as  \vc  believed  this  Tciratu  to  be,  are  flrong, 
adtive,  young  men,  in  the  prime  and  flower  of  their  age. 
Thefe  are  perhaps  eledted,  as  among  the  North  American 
Lavages  ; being  men  of  avowed  courage,  ftrength,  and  mi- 
litary fagacity  •,  from  a confcioufncfs  that  a body  of  men, 
in  cafe  of  war,  neccflarily  requires  a leader  to  animate 
■them  as  a foul,  and  upon  whofe  fuperior  talents  they  may 
confidently  place  all  their  hopes.  The  more  we  confidcr 
the  warlike  difpofition  of  the  New  Zeelanders,  and  the 
numerous  fmall  parties  into  which  they  are  divided,  this 
form  of  government  will  appear  indifpenfible  j for  it  mult 
be  evident  to  them  that  the  qualifications  of  a chief  are  not 
to  be  inherited,  or  propagated  from  father  to  fon  ; and  it  is 
likewife  probable,  that  this  free  people  may  have  had  op- 
portunities of  making  the  obvious  refledlion,  that  heredi- 
tary government  has  a natural  tendency  towards  defpo- 
tifm. 

Captain  Cook,  apprehenfive  left  the  natives  Ihould  find 
our  garden  and  deftroy  it,  not  knowing  for  what  purpofc 
it  was  intended,  conducted  Teiratu  thither,  and  fhewed 
him  every  plant  in  it,  efpccially  the  potatoes.  He  ex- 
prefled  a great  liking  to  the  laft,  and  feemed  to  know 
them  very  well,  evidently  becaufe  a fimilar  root,  the  Virgi- 
nian  or  fweet  potatoe,  (convolvulus  batatas,)  is  planted  in 
fome  parts  of  the  Northern  Ifland,  from  whence  he  came. 
The  captain  parted  from  him,  after  obtaining  the  promife 
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that  he  would  not  deftroy  his  plantations,  but  leave  every  j' 
thing  to  grow  up  and  propagate,  and  returned  aboard  the 
Refolution,  where  the  marines  fired  three  vollics,  and  our 
crews  gave  three  heerty  cheers  in  token  of  affection  to 
their  king. 

The  wind  frclhened  confiderably  after  noon,  and  con-  Mod.,)-  7. 
tinucd  to  blow  very  hard  for  two  days  following,’  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  lie  at  anchor  till  the  7 th  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  we  weighed  and  failed  out  of  Ship  Cove,  in 
company  with  the  Adventure.  Our  flay  here  had  proved  fo 
beneficial  to  our  crews,  that  they  might  now  be  faid  to  be 
to  the  full  as  healthy  as  when  they  left  England ; and  we 
had  only  a Angle  fick  man,  a marine,  on  board  our  floop, 
who  had  laboured  under  a confumption  and  dropfy  ever 
fince  we  had  left  England. 
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• Run  from  New  Zeeland  to  O-Tabeitee. 

E entered  Cook’s  Strait  after  noon,  and  (landing 
'down  to  the  fouthward,  beheld  the  immenfc  ocean 
before  us,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  South  Sea. 
This  vaft  expanfe  of  fea,  through  which  many  former 
navigators  had  pafled,  in  the  happy  climate  of  the  torrid 
zone,  but  whofe  middle  latitudes  no  European  vcflcl,  ex- 
cept the  Endeavour  bark,  had  hitherto  attempted  to  ex- 
plore, has  always  been  believed  to  contain  a large  trad)  of 
land,  diflinguiflied  by  geographers  with  the  name  of  a 
Southern  Continent.  Previous  to  the  Endeavour’s  voyage, 
New  Zeeland  was  thought  the  weftern  coaft  of  this  un- 
known land,  and  certain  pretended  difeoveries  near  Ame- 
rica were  aflerted  as  its  caftem  (bores.  Captain  Cook  in 
that  voyage  having  cut  ofF  both  thefe  by  his  courfe,  and 
even  penetrated  to  40  degrees  of  fouth  latitude  without 
finding  land,  the  fouihern  continent  was  reftrained  within 
narrower  limits,  though  thefe  were  Dill  confiderable  enough 
to  engage  the  attention  of  future  navigators.  We  were 
now  to  enter  on  this  unexplored  part,  and  running  to  the 
eafhvvud  between  the  30th  and  40th  degrees  of  fouth  lati- 
tude, to  fearch  for  undifeovered  countries  in  the  depth  of 

winter. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


233 


winter.  Many  among  our  fellow-voyagers  proceeded  on  j’.yj; 
this  dangerous  expedition  in  the  firm  belief  that  we  fhould 
fpecdily  find  the  coafts  we  went  in  quell  of,  whofe  novelty 
and  valuable  produiflions  would  amply  reward  our  per- 
feverance  and  fatigues.  But  captain  Cook,  and  fevcral 
others,  judging  from  what  had  been  done  in  the  former 
voyage,  and  what  they  had  already  experienced  on  this, 
were  far  from  expefting  to  difeover  new  lands,  and  greatly 
doubted  the  cxiftcnce  of  a fouthern  continent. 

We  were  ftill  in  the  mouth  of  the  ftrait  at  eight  the  T«r<i»y  1. 
next  morning,  and  faw  the  high  mountains  of  the  fouth- 
ern ifle  loaded  with  fnow,  from  whence  they  had  their 
name,  whilft  the  weather  below  was  clear  and  mild,  our 
thermometer  being  about  yi°  in  the  fhade.  Great  Ihoals 
of  cetaceous  filh,  of  a perfectly  black  colour,  with  a white 
fpot  before  the  back  fin,  palled  by  us.  They  were  fired 
at  from  our  vcfiel,  and  one  of  them  being  Ihot  through 
the  head,  could  no  longer  plunge  under  water,  but  began 
to  beat  about  furioufiy  on  the  furface,  and  tinged  the  fea 
with  its  blood.  It  feemed  to  be  about  three  yards  long, 
and  wasflendcr  and  blunt- headed,  from  whence  our  failors 
called  it  the  bottle-nofc,  a name  which  Dale  applies  to  a 
very  different  filh,  the  beaked  whale,  of  which  the  beak 
or  nofe  refembles  the  neck  of  a bottle  *.  We  went  at  the 

• See  Pennant's  Britiftx  Zoology. 
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rate  of  three  knots  and  a half  at  this  time,  lb  that  itr  was 
not  thought  proper  to  bring  to,  for  the  fake  of  taking  up- 
the  dead  fifli. 

An  infinite  number  of  albatrofics,of  all  the  three  fpecies,. 
hovered  about  us,  after  we  were  out  of  light  of  the  land. 
The  common  or  large  fort  were  of  diverfe  colours,  which- 
we  believed  to  differ  according  to  age,  and  that  the  oldeft 
were  almoft  wholly  white,  thofe  next  them  fomewhat  more 
fprinkled  with  brown,  and  the  youngeft  quite  brown.  Some 
of  our  failors,  who  had  formerly  failed  on  board  of  Eaft- 
India  Ihips,  after  comparing  the  facility  of  thofe  voyages  to 
the  hardlhips  of  the  prefent,  propagated  the  ludicrous  idea 
among  <heir  mclfmates,  that  thefe  birds  contained  the  de- 
parted fouls  of  old  India  captains  ; who  now,  exiled  to  a 
part  of  the  ocean  which  they  fhunned  before,  were  forced 
to  gather  a precarious  fubfiftence  in  Head  of  enjoying  their 
former  affluence,  and  were  made  the  fport  of  ftorms  which 
they  had  never  felt  in  their  cabbins.  This  llrokc,  which 
may  pafs  for  witty  enough,  confirms  what  I have  before 
obferved  of  the  original  humour  of  fca-faring  men. 

The  officers,  who  could  not  yet  relilh  their  fait  provi- 
fions,  after  the  rcfrclhments  of  New  Zeeland,  had  ordered 
their  black  dog,  mentioned  p.  135,  to  be  killed,  and  fent 
the  captain  one  half  of  it ; this  day  therefore  we  dined  for 
the  firft  time  on  a leg  of  it  roafted,  which  tailed  fo  exa&ly 
like  mutton,  that  it  was  abfolutely  undillinguilhable.  In 
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our  cold  countries  where  animal  food  is  fo  much  ufed, 
and  where  to  be  carnivorous  perhaps  lies  in  the  nature  of 
men,  or  is  indifpenfibly  ncccflary  to  the  prefervation  of 
their  health  and  ftrength,  it  is  ftrangc  that  there  Ihould 
exift  a Jewifh  averfion  to  dogs-flefli,  when  hogs,  the  moll 
uncleanly  of  all  animals  are  eaten  without  fcruple.  Na- 
ture feems  exprefsly  to  have  intended  them  for  this  ufe, 
by  making  their  offspring  fo  very  numerous,  and  their 
encreafe  fo  quick  and  frequent.  It  may  be  objected,  that 
the  exalted  degree  of  inftinCt,  which  we  obferve  in  our 
dogs,  infpires  us  with  great  unwillingnefs  to  kill  and  eat 
them.  But  it  is  owing  to  the  time  we  fpend  on  the  edu- 
cation of  dogs,  that  they  acquire  thofe  eminent  qualities 
which  attach  them  fo  much  to  us.  The  natural  qualities 
of  our  dogs  may  receive  a wonderful  improvement,  but 
education  mult  give  its  afftftance,  without  which  the 
human  mind  itfelf,  though  capable  of  an  immenfe  expan- 
fion,  remains  in  a very  contracted  flate.  In  New  Zeeland, 
and  (according  to  former  accounts  of  voyages)  in  the  tropi- 
cal ifl.es  of  the  South  Sea,  the  dogs  arc  the  mod  flupid,  dull 
animals  imaginable,  and  do  not  feem  to  have  the  lead 
advantage  in  point  of  fagacity  over  our  Ihcep,  which  arc 
commonly  made  the  emblems  of  fHlinefs.  In  the  former 
country  they  are  fed  upon  fi(h,  in  the  latter  on  veget- 
ables, and  both  thefe  diets  may  have  ferved  to  alter  their 
difpolition.  Education  may  perhaps  likewife  graft  new 
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w inftindb  ; the  New  Zeeland  dogs  are  fed  on  the  remains 
of  their  mailers’  meals  ; they  eat  the  bones  of  other  dogs, 
and  the  puppies  become  true  cannibals  from  their  birth. 
We  had  a young  New  Zeeland  puppy  on  board,  which  had 
certainly  had  no  opportunity  of  tailing  any  thing  but  the 
mother’s  milk  before  we  purchafed  it ; however  it  eagerly 
devoured  a portion  of  the  llelh  and  bones  of  the  dog,  on 
which  we  dined  to-day  ; while  feveral  others  of  the  Eu- 
ropean breed  taken  on  board  at  the  Cape,  turned  from  it 
without  touching  it. 

red«rd.  We  kept  Handing  to  the  fouth-eaftward  till  the  1 6th 
at  noon,  attended  by  numerous  birds  of  the  petrel  and. 
albatrofs  kind,  together  with  now  and  then  a Ikua,  or  Port- 
Egmont  hen.  Beds  of  lea-weeds  frequently  were  feen 
floating  on  the  fea,  but  we  were  now  too  much  accullomcd 
to  their  appearance,  to  attempt  to  draw  any  conclufions 
from  it.  The  thermometer,  which  at  our  departure  from 
New  Zeeland,  Hood  at  s 1 ® at  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
funk  in  proportion  as  we  came  to  the  fouthward  to  48°, 
and  fometimes  1047°  at  the  fame  time  of  day;  but  the 
temperature  of  the  air  upon  the  whole  was  extremely 
variable,  and  the  weather  equally  unfettled.  From  thence 
it  arofe,  that  we  daily  obferved  rainbows,  or  parts  of  them 
about  the  horizon,  efpccially  in  the  morning.  The  wind 
during  this  time  was  likewifc  very  changeable,  and  veered 
round  the  compafs  in  a direction  contrary  to  the  courfc 
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of  the  fun,  that  is,  from  weft  round  by  the  north  to-  jJX. 
wards  eaft,  and  fo  further  on ; but  it  chiefly  prevailed  from 
the  eaftcrly  quarter,  where  we  leaft  eipeXed  it,  fo  that  our 
fituation  became  tedious,  and  was  made  more  irkfome  by 
frequent  fogs,  rains,  and  heavy  fwells.  Having  reached 
the  latitude  of  46°  1 7'  fouth,  we  direXed  our  courfe  to 
the  north-eaftward,  as  much  as  the  wind  would  permit. 

On  the  23d,  the  weather  being  mild  and  the  wind  w<dnci<i.>3. 
very  moderate,  captain  Furneaux  came  on  board,  and  dined 
with  us.  He  acquainted  captain  Cook,  that  all  his  people 
continued  in  good  health,  except  one  or  two,  who  were 
infected  with  a nanfeous  difeafe,  which  is  propagated  by 
connexions  with  the  other  fex.  This  information  gave  us 
great  uneafinefs,  it  being  evident  that  the  diftemper  had 
already  reached  New  Zeeland,  Cnee  our  men  mult  have 
received  it  there.  Struck  with  the  horrid  confequences 
which  this  evil  would  entail  on  the  New  Zeelanders,  we 
recapitulated  the  opportunities  which  thofe  people  had  of 
catching  the  irifcXion  from  Europeans.  The  firft  dif- 
coverer  of  this  country,  in  1 642,  Abel  Janflen  Tafman,. 
had  not  the  lead  amicable  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants, 
and  none  of  his  people  appear  to  have  been  athorc  upon 
it.  Captain  Cook,  the  next  navigator,  who  vifited  it  in  the 
Endeavour  Bark,  17692nd  1770,  came  from  O-Tahei'ec 
and  the  Society  Iflcs,  where  fcveral  of  his  people  had  con- 
traXed  venereal  complaints.  However,  as  his  paflage  laded 
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nearly  two  months,  the  furgeon  reported,  when  they  made 
the  coaft,  that  no  man  had  any  fymptoms  of  the  diftemper 
about  him.  Notwithflanding  this  aflurancc  captain  Cook 
had  the  precaution,  not  to  fufler  any  perfon  to  go  on  fliore, 
who  had  been  under  cure,  and  might  be  fufpetfted  to 
have  fome  latent  remains  of  this  infectious  evil ; and  to 
preclude  the  poffibility  of  'communicating  it  to  a guiltlefs 
people,  he  never  fuffered  the  women  to  come  on  board. 
M.  de  Surville,  a French  navigator,  failed  from  Pondichery 
in  the  St.  Jean  Baptiftc,  palled  through  the  Straits  of  Ma- 
lacca, touched  at  the  Bafliee  Ifles,  went  round  Manila,  faw 
land  to  the  S.  E.  of  New  Britain,  about  the  latitude  of  toJ°, 
and  longitude  158"  eafl,  which  he  called  Port  Surville; 
touched  at  New  Zeeland,  and  proceeded  to  Callao,  in  South 
America,  in  order  to  trade  there ; but  being  drowned  in  the 
landing,  and  all  his  letters  of  recommendation  being  loft 
with  him,  the  fhip  was  detained  near  two  years,  and  then 
fent  to  France,  with  all  her  merchandize.  M.  de  Surville 
lay  in  Doubtlefs  Bay,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1769,  and 
faw  the  Endeavour  Banding  pall  him,  though  captain  Cook 
could  not  fee  his  veflil,  which  lay  under  the  land.  What 
ftay  M.  de  Surville  made  there,  and  upon  what  terms  he 
was  with  the  natives,  1 know  not;  but  the  diftance  between 
this  place  and  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  and  the  want  of 
intcrcourfe  between  the  inhabitants  of  both  ports,  make  it 
improbable,  even  fuppofing  the  complaint  to  have  exifted 
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among  his  crew,  that  it  could  have  reached  fo  far  fouth. 

The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  with  regard  to  M.  de  Marion 
and  captain  Crozer,  two  French  officers,  whofc  expedition,, 
in  1772,  I have  mentioned  page  1 1 2 j for  the  communica- 
tions which  their  crews  had  with  the  natives,  was  confined 
to  the  environs  of  the  Bay  of  Illands,  in  the  northernmoft 
part  of  the  northern  iflc.  Our  two  Hoops  were  the  next 
in  order,  which  touched  at  New  Zeeland  ■,  but  we  had  not 
the  lead  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  they  carried  any  venereal 
complaint  to  that  country.  They  had  left  the  Cape  o£ 
Good  Hope,  the  laft  place  where  it  is  poffibtc  the  failors 
might  contrail  this  diforder,  fix  months  before  they  came 
to  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  five  of  which  they  had  been 
at  fea ; an  interval  in  which  a radical  cure  may  be  expect- 
ed, unlefs  the  difeafe  be  of  too  inveterate  a nature.  How- 
ever, they  were  far  from  having  any  patients  of  this  fort  on 
board,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  poifon  could  lay  dormant 
during  that  long  interval  of  time,  in  a fet  of  men  who  had 
no  other  than  fait  provifions  to  live  upon,  and  fpirituous 
liquors  to  drink,  and  who  were  expofed  to  wet  and  cold, 
and  all  the  rigours  of  fouthern  climates.  We  therefore 
concluded,  that  from  all  the  concurring  circumftances,  the 
venereal  difeafe  was  indigenous  in  New  Zeeland,  and  not  im- 
ported by  Europeans  ; and  we  have  hitherto  had  no  reafon 
to  alter  our  opinion  on  this  fubjeCl.  But  if,  in  fpitc  of 
appearances,  our  conclufions  fhould  prove  erroneous,  it  is 
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j’J'J;  another  crime  added  to  the  fcore  of  civilized  nations, 
which  mud  make  their  memory  execrated  by  the  unhappy 
people,  whom  they  have  poifoned.  Nothing  can  in  the 
lead  atone  for  the  injury  they  have  done  to  lociety,  fince 
the  price  at  which  their  libidinous  enjoyments  were  pur- 
chafed,  indils  another  poifon  into  the  mind,  and  dedroys 
the  moral  principles,  while  the  difeafe  corrupts  and  ener- 
vates the  body,  (fee  pag.  212.)  A race  of  men,  who  amidd 
all  their  favage  roughnefs,  their  fiery  temper,  and  cruel 
cufioms,  are  brave,  generous,  hofpitable,  and  incapable  of 
deceiving,  are  judly  to  be  pitied,  that  love,  the  fource  of 
their  Tweeted  and  happieft  feelings,  is  convened  into  the 
origin  of  the  mod  dreadful  fcourge  of  life. 
j'-'Lr.  The  wind  dill  continued  as  changeable  as  before,  till  the 
beginning  of  July,  having  veered  all  round  the  compafs 
againd  the  fun,  more  than  four  times.  During  this  fpace 
albatroflcs,  petrels,  and  fea-wccds,  were  frequently  feen ; 
rainbows  alfo  appeared' al mod  every  morning,  nay  one 
night  we  obferved  this  phenomenon  pretty  drong,  caufed 
by  the  ref  railed  light  of  the  moon. 

FrMyj.  On  the  9th  of  July  we  were  nearly  in  the  fame  longi- 

tude, where  captain  Cook,  in  the  Endeavour,  had  reached 
400  2 z fouth  *,  but  our  latitude  was  about  two  degrees 
and  a quarter  more  foutherly.  Here  we  lod  a young  be- 

* See  Huwkcfvrorth’s  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  282. 
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goat,  which  fell  over  board,  and  notwithdanding  all  pof-  yj”- 
fiblc  means  were  tried  for  his  recovery,  fuch  as  chafing, 
injecting  clydcrs  of  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  &c.  our  endea- 
vours proved  entirely  ineffectual. 

July  17th,  having  pad  the  longitude  of  2270  cad,  and  siturUj  17. 
being  in  about  400  fouth  latitude,  we  began  to  run  due 
north,  after  a very  tedious  courfe  in  fcarcli  of  the  fouthern 
continent,  the  exidence  of  which,  in  the  latitudes  we  had 
now  pa  fled  through,  had  been  pofitively  aliened.  The  un- 
comfortable fcafon  of  the  year,  the  many  contrary  winds, 
and  the  total  want  of  intercding  incidents  united  to  make 
this  run  extremely  tedious  to  us  all,  and  the  only  point 
we  had  gained  by  it,  was  the  certainty  that  no  great  land 
was  fituated  in  the  South  Sea  about  the  middle  latitudes. 

In  five  days  time  our  latitude  being  3 1 0 fouth,  wc  began 
to  lofe  fight  of  albatroffes  and  petrels,  and  the  ther- 
mometer was  rifen  to  6 1 f,  fo  that  wc  began  to 
change  our  winter  clothes  for  others,  confiderably  thin-  ' 
ncr,  for  the  fird  time  after  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

The  fpirits  of  all  our  people  were  much  exhilarated  in 
proportion  as  we  approached  to  the  tropics,  and  our  failors 
diverted  themfelves  with  a variety  of  plays  every  evening. 

The  genial  mildnefs  of  the  air  was  fo  welcome  to  us, 
after  a long  abfcnce  from  it,  that  we  could  not  help  pre- 
ferring the  warm  climates  as  the  bed  adapted  for  the  abode 
of  mankind.  We  faw  a tropic  bird  on  the  25th  in  the  Sunday  is- 
afternoon,  a fure  fign  that  we  were  arrived  into  the  tem- 
Vol.  I.  I i perate 
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July.  perate  climates  below  30 0 of  latitude.  The  fetting  fun 
illumined  the  clouds  with  the  moll  brilliant  tints  of  gold, 
which  confirmed  us  in  the  opinion  that  the  colours  of  the 
fky  are  no  where  fo  rich  and  beautiful  as  between  or 
near  the  tropics. 

wdnerd.>s.  On  the  28th  we  fpoke  with  the  Adventure,  and  heard 
that  they  had  buried  their  cook  three  days  ago,  and  that 
about  twenty  of  her  people  were  very  ill  of  the  feurvy. 
This  was  the  more  furpriGng  to  us,  as  we  had  but  very 
few  people  a defied  with  any  fymptoms  of  that  diforder, 
and  only  one  who  was  dangeroufly  fick.  The  next  day 
captain  Cook  fent  one  of  his  Teamen  with  a warrant  to 
aft  as  cook  on  board  the  Adventure  ; and  fcveral  of  our 
gentlemen  took  the  opportunity  of  going  to  dine  with  their 
friends.  They  found  captain  Furneaux  and  fome  others 
very  ill  of  a rheumatic  complaint,  and  many  of  the  people 
had  fluxes.  Their  carpenter  was  remarkable  ill  of  the 
feurvy,  and  had  great  livid  blotches  on  his  legs.  This 
diflerence  between  the  falubrity  of  the  two  veflels  probably 
arofc  from  the  want  of  frefh  air  in  the  Adventure,  our 
floop  being  higher  out  of  the  water,  fo  that  we  could  open 
more  fcuttles  in  bad  weather  than  our  confort.  Our  people 
likewife  made  a greater  confumption  of  four-krout  and 
wort,  and  particularly  applied  the  grains  of  the  latter  to  all 
blotches  and  fwelled  parts,  a regimen  which  had  been  omit- 
ted by  thofe  in  the  Adventure.  On  this  occafion  it  is  not 
improper  to  remark,  that  the  feurvy  is  more  dangerous 
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and  virulenc  in  warm  climates  than  in  cold.  As  long  as 
we  had  kept  in  high  latitudes  it  did  not  make  its  appear- 
ance, or  was  at  leaft  confined  to  a few  individuals,  who 
were  naturally  of  a bad  habit  of  body  ; but  wc  had  fcarcely 
had  ten  days  of  warm  weather  when  one  man  died,  and  a 
number  of  others  were  alFcifted  with  the  word  fymptoms  of 
this  dreadful  diftemper,  on  board  the  Adventure.  It  fltould 
therefore  feem  that  the  heat  contributes  to  inflammation 
and  putrefaction  ; and  its  general  effeCt,  even  among  thofe 
who  had  no  dangerous  fcorbutic  complaints,  was  a great 
degree  of  languor  and  debility. 

On  the  4th  of  Auguft  a young  bitch,  of  the  terrier 
breed,  taken  on  board  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  cov- 
ered by  a fpaniel,  brought  ten  young  ones,  one  of  which 
was  dead.  The  New  Zeeland  dog,  mentioned  above, 
which  devoured  the  bones  of  the  roafted  dog,  now  fell 
upon  the  dead  puppy,  and  ate  of  it  with  a ravenous  appe- 
tite. This  is  a proof  how  far  education  may  go  in  pro- 
ducing and  propagating  new  inftindts  in  animals.  Euro- 
pean dogs  are  never  fed  on  the  meat  of  their  own  fpccies, 
but  rather  feem  to  abhor  it.  The  New  Zeeland  dogs,  in 
all  likelihood,  are  trained  up  from  their  earlieft  age  to  eat 
the  remains  of  their  mailer's  meals ; they  are  therefore 
ufed  to  feed  upon  fifli,  their  own  fpecies,  and  perhaps  hu- 
man flefli } and  what  was  only  owing  to  habit  at  firfl, 
may  have  become  inftinct  by  length  of  time.  This  was 
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Auoi'ir.  remarkable  in  our  canibal-dog,  for  he  came  on  board  fo 
young,  that  he  could  not  have  been  weaned  long  enough 
to  acquire  a habit  of  devouring  his  own  fpecies,  and  much 
lefs  of  eating  human  flefh ; however,  one  of  our  feamen 
having  cut  his  finger,  held  it  out  to  the  dog,  who  fell  to 
greedily,  licked  it,  and  then  began  to  bite  into  it. 

On  the  6th,  in  the  afternoon,  being  in  about  i pi  deg. 
of  fouth  latitude,  we  got  the  eallerly  trade-wind,  which 
fet  in  frefli  after  feveral  calms,  attended  with  heavy  fhowers 
of  rain.  The  fun  being  at  this  time  Hill  in  the  oppofite 
hemifphere,  was  probably  the  caufe  of  our  meeting  with 
this  wind  fo  much  later  than  ufual,  the  tropics  being  ge- 
nerally reckoned  its  limits.  Agreeable  to  the  obfervation 
which  we  now  made,  we  had  found  the  trade-wind,  in 
Auguft  1772,  at  Madeira,  though  that  ifland  is  fituated  in 
330  of  north  latitude.  But  the  moll  remarkable  occurence 
in  our  run  was  the  nature  of  the  winds  previous  to  our 
obtaining  the  trade-wind.  We  had  cxpciftcd  that,  by  go- 
ing in  a middle  latitude  between  50  and  40  deg.  fouth, 
we  fhould  meet  with  regular  wcftcrly  winds,  which  are 
common  in  our  feas  during  the  winter  months  ; inftead  of 
this  we  found  them  veering  round  the  compafs  in  two  or 
three  days  time,  never  fettling  in  any  other  than  the  eafl- 
ern  quarter,  and  fometirr.es  blowing  with  great  violence. 
Thus  the  name  of  Pacific  Ocean,  which  has  formerly  been 
given  to  the  whole  South  Sea,  is,  in  my  opinion,  applica- 
ble 
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ble  only  to  a part  of  it  between  the  tropics,  where  the 
winds  are  Ready  and  uniform,  the  weather  in  general  fair 
and  mild,  and  the  fea  not  fo  much  agitated  as  in  higher 
latitudes. 

Albecores,  bonitos,  and  dolphins  gave  chacc  to  many 
fhoals  of  flying-fifli,  in  the  fame  manner  as  we  had  ob- 
ferved  them  in  the  Atlantic;  while  fevcral  large  black- 
birds, with  long  wings  and  forked  tails,  which  are  com- 
monly called  men  of  war  (pdccanm  aquilus , Linn.)  foared  at 
a vaR  height  in  the  air,  and  foraetimes  defeending  into  a 
lower  region,  viewed  a fifli  fwimming  under  them,  and 
darted  down  with  amazing  velocity,  never  failing  to  flrike 
the  fifli  with  their  bill.  It  is  a well  known  faft,  that  gan- 
ncts,  which  arc  birds  of  the  fame  genus  in  the  Englifh 
feas,  catch  fifh  in  a fimilar  manner.  The  fifliermen  on  the 
coaR  frequently  fix  a pilchard  or  herring  on  the  point  of  a 
knife  faficncd  to  a floating  board,  and  the  bird  darting 
down  upon  it  transfixes  itfelf  on  the  knife. 

On  the  1 1 th,  in  the  morning,  we  difeovered  a low 
ifland  to  the  fouthward  of  us,  which  feemed  about  four 
miles  long,  and  about  fix  miles  diflant.  It  appeared  to  be 
almoft  level  with  the  fea,  only  fome  groups  of  trees  rofc  • 
above  the  horizon,  and  among  them  a few  cocoa-nut 
palms  out-topped  the  reR.  To  people  in  our  fituation,  ex- 
haufled  with  a tedious  paflage,  the  bare  fight  of  land  was 
lufkcient  to  give  fome  confolation,  though  wc  could  not 
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au’”Vt  cxpcdt  to  reap  any  benefit  from  its  produ&ions ; and 
therefore  this  ifland,  though  diverted  of  every  thing  flrik- 
ingly  beautiful,  yet  pleafed  the  eye  by  the  fimplicity  of  its 
form.  Our  thermometer  was  now  conftantly  between  70 
and  80  degrees  in  the  morning  ; but  the  heat  was  far  from 
bring  troublefomc,  as  the  fair  weather  was  accompanied 
by  a firong  pleafant  trade-wind,  and  our  awnings  were 
fpread  over  the  quarter-deck.  This  ifiand,  which  was 
called  Resolution  Ifland,  feems  to  have  been  feen  by  M. 
de  Bougainville.  Its  latitude  is  170  24'  fouth,  and  its 
longitude  141°  31/  weft  from  Greenwich.  Our  obferva- 
tion  at  noon  was  170  17'  fouth,  our  courfe  being  nearly 
cart.  In  the  evening,  at  half  part  fix  o’clock,  we  faw  an- 
other ifland  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  preceding,  about 
four  leagues  diflant,  which  was  named  Doubtful  Ifland. 
It  being  after  fun-fet,  we  flood  to  the  northward  till  we 

Tburfday  ...  ^ad  parted  by  it.  The  next  morning,  before  day-break, 
we  were  alarmed  by  the  fudden  appearance  of  breakers 
within  half  a mile  a-head  of  us.  We  changed  our  courfc 
inftantly,  apprized  our  confort  of  the  danger  by  proper 
fignals,  and  then  flood  along  the  reef.  As  foon  as  it  was 
light  we  diftinguifhed  an  ifland  of  a circular  form,  includ- 
ing a large  bafon  or  lagoon  of  fca-watcr ; the  northern 
fhores  were  covered  with  trees  and  palms  in  various 
clutters,  which  had  a very  elegant  appearance  s but  all  the 
reft  was  a narrow  ledge  of  rocks,  over  which  the  furf  beat 
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with  great  violence ; within  it  the  lagoon  was  (hallow 
near  us,  but  deeper  under  the  wooded  part  ; a difference 
which  could  eafdy  be  diftingu  idled  by  the  whiter  or  the 
bluer  colour  of  the  water.  Captain  Cook  gave  this  ille  the 
name  of  Furneaux  Ifland;  it  is  iituated  in  17°  s'  Couth 
latitude,  and  1430  16'  weft  longitude.  Standing  along 
this  reef  we  faw  a canoe  failing  near  the  northern  part  of 
the  ifle,  and  by  the  help  of  glaffes  we  obferved  fix  or 
feven  men  in  it,  one  of  which  was  placed  at  the  ftern 
fleering  with  a paddle.  They  did  not  feem  to  have  em- 
barked in  order  to  reconnoitre  us,  as  they  did  not  approach 
the  fouthern  reef,  but  kept  clofe  in  with  the  wooded  part 
of  the  iiland.  We  proceeded  all  day  with  a favourable 
breeze  and  fair  weather  till  fun-fet ; but  the  navigation 
between  thefe  low  iflands  and  reefs  being  extremely  danger- 
ous, becaufc  they  can  only  be  fecn  at  fliort  diftanccs,  we 
were  obliged  to  bring  to  at  night  in  order  to  avoid  meet- 
ing with  them  unawares.  Early  the  next  morning  we  left 
another  ifland  of  this  kind  on  our  (larboard  quarter,  which 
was  called  Adventure  Ifland;  it  lies  in  170  4' fouth  lati- 
tude, and  1 440  30  weft  longitude.  We  fpoke  with  the 
Adventure  about  the  fame  time,  and  were  told  (he  had 
above  thirty  men  on  the  fick  lift,  mod  of  them  ill  of  the 
feurvy.  Our  (loop  dill  kept  rather  free  of  this  diftemper, 
and  every  precaution  was  taken  to  preferve  our  crew  in 
health  by  a plentiful  ufe  of  four-krout,  by  airing  the 
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hammocks  every  day,  and  frequently  fmoaking  the  fliip 
with  gunpowder  and  vinegar. 

In  the  afternoon  we  faw  an  ifland  right  a-head,  confiding 
of  fcvcral  clumps  of  trees,  united  by  one  reef,  and  from 
its  Ctuation  we  judged  it  was  the  fame  which  Captain  Cook 
named  Chain  IQand  in  his  former  voyage  *.  To  prevent 
lofing  our  time  by  bringing  the  floops  to  at  night,  we 
hoifted  a boat  out,  and  fent  it  to  fail  ahead  of  our  veflels, 
with  a light,  and  to  make  fignals  in  cafe  of  danger.  The 
South  Sea  between  the  tropics  contains  many  low  illands, 
Angularly  conftrudfed,  which  are  level  with  the  fea  in  mod 
places,  and  at  the  utmoft  a yard  or  two  above  it.  They 
have  frequently  a circular  form,  including  a lagoon  or 
bafon  of  fca-watcr  in  their  centre,  and  the  depth  of  the 
fea  all  round  them  is  unfathomable,  the  rocks  riling  per- 
pendicularly from  the  bottom.  Their  produ&ions  mull 
be  few,  and  cocoa  nut-trees  are  probably  the  mod  ufeful 
which  they  contain  ; but  notwithflanding  this  circumftancc 
and  their  fmall  fize,  many  of  them  are  inhabited.  The 
queflion  how  fuch  little  fpots  came  to  be  peopled  is  not 
eafily  to  be  anfwered  •,  but  it  is  not  eafier  to  determine  how 
the  higher  illands  in  the  South  Sea  have  acquired  their  in- 
habitants. Commodore  (now  Admiral)  Byron,  and  Captain 
Wallis,  who  fent  fome  of  their  people  on  lhore  upon  thefe 
low  illands,  found  their  inhabitants  Dry  and  jealous  of 

* See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  77. 
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ilrangers ; a difpotiiion  which  is  perhaps  owing  to  the  dif- 
ficulty of  preferving  their  exiftence  from  the  fcanty  provi- 
fions  on  their  narrow  circle,  and  which  may  be  heighten- 
ed by  the  confcioufnefs  that  their  fmall  numbers  render 
them  liable  to  oppreflion.  The  language  of  thefe  people, 
and  their  cufioms,  arc  therefore  flill  unknown,  and  thefe 
are  the  only  circumftances  from  which  the  origin  of  na- 
tions, who  have  no  records  among  them,  can  be  traced. 

Early  on  the  r 5 th  of  Auguft  we  faw  a high  peak  with  a 
flattilh  fummit,  firfl  difeovered  by  Captain  Wallis,  who 
called  it  Ofnabruck  Ifiand,  and  afterwards  by  M.  de  Bou- 
gainville, in  whofe  chart  it  has  the  names  of  Pic  de  la 
Boudeufe,  or  lc  Boudoir.  The  mountain  appeared  of  a 
confidcrable  height,  and  its  top  was  broken  or  excavated 
perfedlly  like  the  crater  of  a volcano,  which  feemed  evi- 
dently to  have  exifted  here.  The  ifiand  was  neaily  of  a 
circular  form,  and  the  mountain  rofe  fleep  to  a conical 
fhape  from  all  parts  of  the  fca-fhore,  there  being  but  little 
level  land  round  its  foot.  The  whole  mountain  was  green, 
and  the  bottom  or  low  land  was  covered  with  trees.  While 
we  eagerly  feafied  our  eyes  with  this  pleating  profpedl,  one 
of  our  officers,  who  had  formerly  been  fent  clofe  in 
fhore  there  by  Captain  Wallis,  told  us  that  the  trees  were  of 
the  kind  which  bear  the  bread- fruir,  fo  much  extolled  in 
the  voyages  of  Anfon,  Byron,  Wallis,  and  Cook.  He  ac- 
quainted us  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  natives  were  of  the 
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a’”3;t  race  as  thofe  who  dwell  on  O-Taheitee  and  the  Society  Ides, 
of  which  the  firft  is  within  half  a day’s  fail ; and  that  they 
give  the  name  of  Maatea  * to  their  own  illand.  We  never 
came  nearer  than  four  leagues  to  it,  which  was  probably 
the  reafon  that  no  canoes  came  off  to  vific  us.  Having 
very  little  wind  we  hoifted  a boat  out,  which  went  on  board 
the  Adventure,  and  brought  Captain  Furneaux  to  dine  with 
us.  We  had  the  pleafure  to  learn  from  him,  that  the  flux 
among  his  crew  was  ccafed,  and  that  none  of  his  people 
were  in  any  imminent  danger  from  the  feurvy  ; we  hoped 
therefore,  from  our  vicinity  to  O-Taheitce,  to  have  a 
fpeedy  opportunity  of  reftoring  their  health  by  a wholcfome 
vegetable  diet. 

In  the  evening,  about  fun-fet,  we  plainly  favv  the 
mountains  of  that  deftrable  ifland,  lying  before  us,  half 
emerging  from  the  gilded  clouds  on  the  horizon.  Every 
man  on  board,  except  one  or  two  who  were  not  able  to- 
walk,  haflened  eagerly  to  the  forecaftle  to  feaft  their  eyes 
on  an  objeCt,  of  which  they  were  taught  to  form  the  high- 
eft  expectations,  both  in  refpeCt  of  the  abundance  of  re- 
frefhments,  and  of  the  kind  and  generous  temper  of  the 

natives,  whofe  character  has  pleafed  all  the  navigators  who 

/ 

have  vifited  them.  The  firft  difeoverer  was  probably  a 
Spaniard,  Pedro  Fernandez  de  Qciros,  who  failed  from 
Lima  in  Peru,  on  the  21ft  of  December  1605.  He  made 
* See  HAwkcfworih,  vol.  II.  p.  78.  Muitea* 
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an  ifland  on  the  i oth  of  February  1606,  calling  it  la  Sani- 
taria *,  which,  from  all  the  concurring  circumftances,  feems 
to  have  been  O-Tahcitce.  He  found  no  harbours  on  the 
fouth  parr,  where  he  fell  in  with  it ; but  the  people  he  fent 
afliore  were  treated  with  the  grcatcd  marks  of  friendfliip 
and  kindncfs.  Captain  Wallis  next  found  this  ifland  on 
the  1 8th  of  June  1767,  and  called  it  George  the  Third’s 
Ifland.  Some  unhappy  mifunderflanding  arifing  between 
him  and  the  natives  at  firft,  he  fired  upon  them,  killed 
about  fifteen,  and  wounded  a great  number ; but  thefe 
good  tempered  people,  forgetting  the  great  lofs  they  had 
fuflained,  and  the  wounds  their  brethren  had  received, 
made  peace  with  him  fcon  after,  and  furnilhcd  him  with 
a profufion  of  refrefliments,  confiding  of  feveral  roots, 
many  forts  of  rich  fruit,  fowls,  and  hogs.  M.  de  Bou- 
gainville arrived  in  the  caflcrn  part  on  the  ad  of  April 
1768,  or  about  nine  months  and  a half  after  the  departure 
of  Captain  Wallis,  and  difeovered  the  true  indigenous  name 
of  this  ifland  ; fenfible  of  the  amiable  character  of  the  inha- 
bitants, he  flaid  ten  days  among  them,  giving  and  receiving 
frequent  marks  of  friendfliip  and  regard.  Captain  Cook, 
in  the  Endeavour,  arriving  here  in  April  1769,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  tranfn  of  Venus,  circumnavigated  the  whole 
ifland  in  a boat;  and,  during  a (lay  of  three  months,  had 

• See  an  Hiftorical  CollctHion  of  the  feveral  Voyages  and  Difcoverics  in  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean,  by  Alexander  Dalrymplc,  Efq.  vol.  I.  p.  109  to  117. 
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dally  opportunities  of  confirming  the  obfervations  already 
made  upon  this  fubjedt. 

We  flood  on  towards  this  ifland  all  night,  and  the  fa- 
vourable ideas  which  were  raifed  by  the  accounts  of  former 
navigators,  made  us  pafs  fome  happy  hours  in  cxpcdlation 
of  the  morning.  We  refolved  to  forget  our  fatigues  and 
the  inclemencies  of  fouthern  climates;  the  clouds  which 
had  hitherto  hung  lowering  upon  our  brows  were  difperf- 
ed ; the  loathed  images  of  difeafe  and  the  terrors  of  death, 
were  fled,  and  all  our  cares  at  reft. 

■ Somno  pofiti  fub  noctc  filenti 

Lcnibant  curaj,  et  corda  oblita  lab  or  urn.  Virgil. 
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Anchorage  in  O-Aitepeha  harbour,  on  the  lejfer  peninfula  of  O-Taheitee, 
— Account  of  our  flay  there. — Removal  to  Matavai  Bay, 


Dcvcncrc  locos  kctos  et  amoena  vircta 
Fortunatorum  nemorum,  fedefque  beatas. 

Largior  hie  campos  aether,  et  lutnine  veftit 

Purpurco.  Virgil. 

T T was  one  of  thofe  beautiful  morning9  which  the  poets  Monday 
of  all  nations  have  attempted  to  defetibe,  when  wc 
faw  the  ifle  of  O-Taheite,  within  two  miles  before  us.  The 
call-wind  which  had  carried  us  fo  far,  was  entirely  vanilhed, 
and  a faint  breeze  only  wafted  a delicious  perfume  from 
the  land,  and  curled  the  furface  of  the  fea.  The  mountains, 
clothed  with  forefts,  rofe  majeftic  in  various  fpiry  forms,, 
on  which  we  already  perceived  the  light  of  the  riling  fun  : 
nearer  to  the  eye  a lower  range  of  hills,  caficr  of  afeent, 
appeared,  wooded  like  the  former,  and  coloured  with  feverai 
pleafing  hues  of  green,  foberly  mixed  with  autumnal- 
browns.  At  their  foot  lay  the  plain,  crowned  with  its 
fertile  bread-fruit  trees,  over  which  rofe  innumerable 
palms,  the  princes  of  the  grove.  Here  every  thing  feemed 
as  yet  afleep,  the-  morning  fcarcc  dawned,  and  a peaceful 
fliadc  Rill  rcRcd  on  the  landfcapc.  We  difeerned  however,, 
a number  of  houfes  among  the  trees,  and  many  canoes 
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Auou'sr.  hauled  up  along  the  fandy  beaches.  About  half  a mile 
from  the  fliore  a ledge  of  rocks  level  with  the  water, 
extended  parallel  to  the  land,  on  which  the  furf  broke, 
leaving  a fmooth  and  fecure  harbour  within.  The  fun  be- 
ginning to  illuminate  the  plain,  its  inhabitants  arofe, 
and  enlivened  the  fccne.  Having  perceived  the  large 
veffels  on  their  coaft,  feveral  of  them  haftened  to  the  beach, 
launched  their  canoes,  and  paddled  towards  us,  who  were 
highly  delighted  in  watching  all  their  occupations. 

' The  canoes  foon  parted  through  the  openings  in  the  reef, 

and  one  of  them  approached  within  hale.  In  it  were  two 
men  almoft  naked,  with  a kind  of  turban  on  the  head,  and  a 
fafh  round  their  waift.  They  waved  a large  green  leaf, 
and  accorted  us  with  the  repeated  exclamation  of  tayo  * / 
which  even  without  the  help  of  vocabularies,  we  could 
caftly  tranflatc  into  the  expreflion  of  proffered  fricndfhip. 
The  canoe  now  came  under  our  ftern,  and  we  let  down 

a prefent  of  beads,  nails,  and  medals  to  the  men.  In  re- 

» 

turn,  they  handed  up  to  us  a green  flem  of  a plantane, 
which  was  their  fymbol  of  peace,  with  a defire  that  it 
might  be  fixed  in  a confpicuous  part  of  the  verted.  It  was 
accordingly  ft uck  up  in  the  main  fhrouds,  upon  which 
our  new  friends  immediately  returned  towards  the  land. 
In  a fliort  time  we  faw  great  crouds  of  people  on  the  fca- 
rtsore  gazing  at  us,  while  numbers  in  confequence  of  this 

^ * See  Beugainvillc’*  Voyagv,  Englilh  Edition,  p.  217. 
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treaty  of  peace,  which  was  now  firmly  cftablifiied,  launched 
rheir  canoes,  and  loaded  them  with  various  productions  of 
their  country.  In  lefs  than  an  hour  we  were  furrounded 
by  an  hundred  canoes,  each  of  which  carried  one,  two, 
three,  and  fometimes  four  perfons,  who  placed  a perfedt 
confidence  in  us,  and  had  no  arms  whatfoever.  The  wcl-- 
come  found  of  tap  rcfoumled  on  all  fidcs,  and  we  re- 
turned it  with  a degree  of  heart-felt  pleafure,  on  this  fa- 
vourable change  of  our  fituation.  Coco  nuts,  and  plan- 
tanes  in  great  quantity,  bread-fruit  and  feveral  other  veget- 
ables, befides  fome  frelh  fifli  were  offered  to  us,  and 
eagerly  exchanged  for  tranfparent  beads,  and  fmall  nails* 
Pieces  of  cloth,  filh  hooks,  hatchets  of  ftonc,  and  a number 
of  tools,  were  likewife  brought  for  fale  and  readily  difpofed 
of ; and  many  canoes  kept  plying  between  us  and  the 
fliore,  exhibiting  a pidlurc  of  a new  kind  of  fair.  I im- 
mediately began  to  trade  for  natural  productions  through 
the  cabin-windows,  and  in  half  an  hour  had  got  together 
two  or  thece  fpecies  of  unknown  birds,  and  a great  number 
of  new  fifties,  wliofe  colours  while  alive  were  exquifitely 
beautiful.  I therefore  employed  the  morning  in  Iketcliing 
their  outlines,  and  laying  on  the  vivid  hues,  before  they 
difappeared  in  the  dying  objects. 

The  people  around  us  had  mild  features,  and  a plcafing 
countenance  ; they  were  about  our  fize,  of  a pale  mahogany 
brown,  had  fine  black  hair  and  eyes,  and  wore  a piece  of  cloth 
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round  their  middle  of  their  own  manufacture,  and  another 
wrapped  about  the  head  in  various  pidlurcfque  lhapcs  like  a 
turban.  Among  them  were  fevcral  females,  pretty  enough  to 
attradt  the  attention  of  Europeans,  who  had  not  feen  their 
own  country-women  for  twelve  long  months  path  Thefe 
wore  a piece  of  cloth  with  a hole  in  the  middle,  through 
which  they  had  palled  the  head,  fo  that  one  part  of  the 
garment  hung  down  behind,  and  the  other  before,  to  the 
knees  ; a fine  white  cloth  like  a mullin,  was  parted  over  this 
in  various  elegant  turns  round  the  body,  a little  below  the 
bread,  forming  a kind  of  tunic,  of  which  one  turn  fome- 
times  fell  gracefully  acrofs  the  fhouldcr.  If  this  drefs  had 
not  entirely  that  perfedt  form,  fo  jurtly  admired  in  the 
draperies  of  the  ancient  Greek  rtatues,  it  was  however  in- 
finitely fuperior  to  our  expeditions,  and  much  more  ad- 
vantageous to  the  human  figure,  than  any  modern  falhion 
we  had  hitherto  feen.  Both  fexes  were  adorned,  or  rather 
disfigured,  by  thofe  Angular  black  ilains,  occafioned  by 
pundluring  the  Ikin,  and  rubbing  a black  colour  into  the 
wounds,  which  arc  mentioned  by  former  voyagers.  They 
were  particulatly  vifible  on  the  loins  of  the  common  men, 
who  went  almoR  naked,  and  exhibited  a proof  how  little 
the  ideas  of  ornament  of  different  nations  agree,  and  yet 
how  generally  they  all  have  adopted  fuch  aids  to  their 
perfonal  perfedtion.  It  was  not  long  before  fome  of  thefe 
good  people  came  aboard.  That  peculiar  gentlenefs  of 
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difpolition,  which  is  their  general  charatfteriftic,  immediate- 
ly manifefted  itfelf  in  all  their  looks  and  actions,  and 
gave  full  employment  to  thole,  who  made  the  human 
heart  their  (ludy.  They  exprefled  fevcral  marks  of  affec- 
tion in  their  countenance,  took  hold  of  our  hands,  leaned 
on  our  flioulder,  or  embraced  us.  They  admired  the  white- 
nefs  of  our  bodies,  and  frequently  puflied  afide  our  clothes 
from  the  breaft,  as  if  to  convince  thcmfelves  that  we  were 
made  like  them. 

Many  of  them  feeing  us  defirous  of  learning  their  lan- 
guage, by  alking  the  names  of  various  familiar  objects,  or 
repeating  fuch  as  wc  found  in  the  vocabularies  of  former 
voyagers,  took  great  pains  to  teach  us,  and  were  much 
delighted  when  we  could  catch  the  juft  pronunciation  of  a 
word.  For  my  own  part,  no  language  feemed  eafier  to 
acquire  than  this ; every  harfli  and  fibilant  confonant  being 
baniflied  from  it,  and  almoft  every  word  ending  in  a vowel. 
The  only  requifite,  was  a nice  car  to  diftinguilh  the  numer- 
ous modification  of  their  vowels,  which  muft  naturally  oc- 
cur in  a language  confined  to  few  confonants,  and  which, 
once  rightly  underftood,  give  a great  degree  of  delicacy  to 
converfation.  Amongft  feveral  other  obfervations,  we  im- 
mediately found  that  the  O or  E with  which  the  greateft 
part  of  the  names  and  words  in  lieutenant  Cook’s  firft 
voyage,  begin,  is  nothing  clfe  than  the  article,  which 
many  eaftern  languages  affix  to  the  greater  part  of  their 
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fubftantivcs.  In  confcquence  of  this  remark,  I {hall 
always  in  the  fcqucl  either  omit  this  prefix,  or  feparatc 
it  from  the  word  itfelf  by  a hyphen  : and  I cannot  help 
taking  notice  that  M.  dc  Bougainville  has  been  fortunate 
enough  to  catch  the  name  of  the  ifland  without  the  addi- 
tional O,  and  exprefled  it  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
French  language  will  permit,  by  Tatti,  which,  with  the 
addition  of  a flight  afpiratc,  we  pronounce  Taheltee,  or 
Tahitcc. 

Seeing  an  opening  in  the  reef  before  us,  which  was  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Whai-Urua,  in  the  leffer  penin- 
fula  of  O-Taheitee,  we  fent  a boat  to  found  in  it,  which 
found  convenient  anchorage.  The  boat  afterwards  proceed- 
ed  to  the  fhore,  where  a croud  of  the  natives  gathered 
round  ir,  and  we  heard  the  fqueaking  of  pigsv  which  was 
at  this  time  a more  welcome  found  to  us,  than  the  mufic 
of  the  moll  brilliant  performer.  Our  people,  however, 
were  not  fo  fortunate  as  to  purchafc  any  of  them,  all  their 
offers  being  conftantly  refufed,  under  the  pretext  that  thefe 
animals  belonged  to  the  ares,  or  king. 

A canoe  now  came  alongfidc,  of  a fomewhat  larger  fize 
than  the  reft,  and  brought  a handfomc  man,  above  fix  feet 
high,  and  three  women,  who  all  came  on  board.  The 
man  who  immediately  informed  us,  that  his  name  was 
O-Tai,  feemed  to  be  a perfon  of  fome  confcqucncc  in  this 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  \vc  fuppofed  he  belonged  to  that 

clafs 


• _ Digitized  by  Googje 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

clafs  of  vaflals,  or  freeholders,  who  are  called  Manahounas 
in  the  firfi  voyage  of  captain  Cook.  He  came  on  the 
quarter-deck,  to  all  appearance  thinking,  that  a place  where 
cur  chiefs  were  Rationed,  Left  became  him.  He  was  re- 
markable fairer  than  any  of  the  natives  we  had  yet  fecn,  and 
refemblcd  in  colour  the  WcR  Indian  Mcfiizos.  His  features 
were  really  handfome  and  regular;  he  had  a high  forehead, 
arched  eyebrows,  large  black  eyes,  fparkling  with  expref- 
Con,  and  a well-proportioned  nofc;  there  was  fomething 
remarkably  fweet  and  engaging  about  his  mouth ; the  lips 
were  prominent,  but  not  difagreeably  large';  and  his  beard 
was  black,  and  finely  frizzled  ; his  hair  was  of  a jetty  co- 
lour, and  fell  in  Rrong  Curls  down  his  neck  ; but  feeing 
that  we  all  had  ottrs  queued,  he  made  ule  of  a black  filk 
neckcloth,  which  Mr.  Clcrke  made  him  a prefent  of,  to  imi- 
tate our  fafliion.  The  body  was  in  general  well  propor- 
tioned, though  fomenhat  too  luRy,  and  his  feet  were  ra- 
ther too  large  to  harmonize  pcrfedlly  with  the  refl.  By 
the  help  of  vocabularies  we  alkcd  this  man  fcvcral  ques- 
tions. One  of  the  firR  was,  whether  Tootahah  was  well  i 
to  this  we  were  anfwered,  that  he  was  dead,  being  killed 
by  the  men  of  Tiarraboo,  or  the  Smaller  pcninfula,  and 
that  O-Aheatua  was  e-arec,  or  the  king  of  the  latter;  which 
was  confirmed  by  all  the  other  natives,  pf  his  three  fe- 
male companions,  one  was  his  wife,  and  the  other  two 
his  fifiers  : the  latter  took  great  plcafure  in  teaching  us  to 
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call  them  by  their  names,  which  were  both  fufficiently 
harmonious,  one  was  called  Maroya,  and  the  other  Marorai. 
They  were  dill  fairer  than  O-Tai,  but  their  ftature  was 
fmall  in  companion  to  his,  being  at  lead  nine  or  ten  inches 
lefs.  The  laft  mentioned  was  a.  graceful  figure,  with  the 
mod  delicate  and  beautiful  contours,  in  the  hands  and  all 
above  the  zone.  Their  face  was  round,  and  their  features 
far  from  being  fo  regular  as  thofc  of  the  brother ; but  an 
ineffable  fmile  fat  on  their  countenances.  They  feemed 
never  to  have  been  aboard  of  a fit  ip  before,  fo  much  were 
they  ftruck  with  admiration  on  beholding  its  variety  of 
objeffs.  They  did  not  content  thcmfclves  with  looking 
around  the  deck,  but  defeended  into  the  officers  cabins, 
whither  a gentleman  conduced  them,  and  curioufly  exa- 
mined every  part.  Marora’i  took  a particular  fancy  to  a 
pair  of  fiicets  which  flic  faw  fpread  on  one  of  the  beds, 
and  made  a number  of  fruitlefs  attempts  to  obtain  them 
from  her  conductor.  He  propofed  a fpecial  favour  as  the 
condition ; fhe  hefitated  fome  time,  and  at  lad  with  Teem- 
ing rclutdance  consented;  but  when  the  viflim  was  juft 
led  to  the  altar  of  Hymen,  the  fhip  druck  violently  on  the 
reef,  and  interrupted  the  folemnity.  The  affrighted  lover, 
more  fenfiblc  of  the  danger  than  his  fair  miftrefs,  flew  in 
hade  upon  deck,  whither  all  the  reft  of  our  people  crowded 
from  their  feveral  occupations.  The  tide,  during  a perfeft 
calm,  had  driven  us  by  infenfible  degrees  towards  the  reef 
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of  rocks  j and  actually  fet  us  upon  it,  before  we  could 
come  into  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  which  was  as  it 
were  within  our  reach.  Repeated  fhocks  made  our  fitua- 
tion  every  moment  more  terrifying ; however,  providenti- 
ally there  was  no  fwell  which  broke  with  any  violence 
on  the  rocks,  and  the  fca  breeze,  which  mull  have  brought 
on  abfolute  deRruetion  to  us,  did  not  come  in  all  day.  The 
officers,  and  all  the  pafl'engers,  exerted  themfelvcs  indiferi- 
minately  on  this  occafion,  hoifted  out  the  launch,  and  af- 
terwards by  heaving  upon  an  anchor,  which  had  been  car- 
ried out  to  a little  didance,  fuccecded  in  bringing  the  veflel 
afloat.  The  natives  on  board,  feeing  us  work  fo  hard, 
affilled  us  in  manning  the  capftan,  hauling  in  ropes,  and 
performing  all  forts  of  labour.  If  they  had  had  the  lead 
fpark  of  a treacherous  difpofition,  they  could  not  have 
found  a better  opportunity  of  diftreffing  us  j but  they  ap- 
proved themfelves  good-natured,  and  friendly  in  this,  as 
on  all  other  occalions.  The  heat  during  this  violent  exer- 
tion of  our  flrength  was  immenfe  j the  thermometer  being 
upwards  of  ninety  degrees  in  the  ffiade,  and  the  fun  blaz- 
ing in  a perfe&ly  clear  fky.  The  Adventure  was  clofe  to 
us,  and  efcaped  {haring  the  fame  diftrefles,  by  dropping  an 
anchor  in  time.  It  was  another  fortunate  circumftance, 
that  the  reef  {helved  in  this  place  fo  as  to  admit  of  anchor- 
age, which  is  indeed  rarely  the  cafe,  the  coral  rock  being 
perpendicular  in  moil  parts.  It  was  about  three  o’clock 
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Ascu’jr.  when  we  were  afloat  again,  after  working  for  about  an 
hour  and  a half.  We  now  took  fome  refrplhmcnts  in  a 
hurry,  and  as  our  fltuation  was  flill  extremely  precarious, 
in  cafe  an  eafterly  wind  had  come  on,  we  manned  the  boats 
of  both  Hoops,  and  were  towed  oflf  to  fca,  where  we  fell 
a land-breeze  gently  fwelling  our  fails,  about  five  o’clock. 
As  foon  as  we  were  fure  of  it,  we  difpatchcd  the  boats  to 
the  afiiftance  of  the  Adventure  ; but  Hie  had  already  flipped 
her  cables,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  favourable 
wind,  and  followed  us.  We  flood  off  and  on  all  night, 
and  faw  the  dangerous  reefs  illuminated  by  a number  of 
fires,  by  the  light  of  which  the  natives  were  fiflting.  One 
of  the  officers  retiring  to  reft,  found  his  bed  deprived  of 
the  ffieets,  which  in  all  probability  the  fair  Maroral  had 
taken  care  of,  when  forfaken  by  her  lover  5 though  ffie 
mult  have  managed  this  little  concern  with  confiderable  in- 
genuity, as  fhe  had  appeared  on  deck  before  any  fufpicion 
had  fallen  upon  her. 

TuefJjyij.  The  next  morning  we  refumed  our  courfe  towards  the 
fhore,  and  flood  in  along  the  north  part  of  the  lefler  penin- 
fula.  We  were  in  a (hort  time  furrounded,  as  the  day  be- 
fore, by  the  natives,  who  in  a great  number  of  canoes 
brought  ns  abundance  of  vegetable,  but  no  animal  food, 
and  whofc  clamours  were  fometimes  loud  enough  to  ftun 
our  cars.  Thefe  canoes  very  frequently  overfet,  but  the 
natives  were  not  much  difeompofed  by  fuch  accidents,  as 
. both 
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both  fexes  were  expert  fvvimmers,  and  re-eftablithed  them- 
fclvcs  in  a moment.  Seeing  that  I enquired  for  plants, 
and  other  natural  curiofities,  they  brought  off  fevcral, 
though  fometimes  only  the  leaves  without  the  flowers, 
and  vice  verfa ; however,  among  them  we  faw  the  com- 
mon fpecies  of  black  night-lhadc,  and  a beautiful  erytlriiu 
or  coral  flower ; 1 alfo  collected  by  thefe  means  many 
fhells,  coralincs,  birds,  &c. 

About  eleven  o’clock  we  anchored  in  a little  harbour 
called  O Aitepcha,  on  the  north-eaft  end  of  the  fouthern 
or  leffer  peninfula  of  Taheitee,  named  Tiarraboo.  Here 
the  concourfe  of  natives  ftill  increafcd,  and  we  faw  their 
canoes  coming  towards  us  from  all  parts.  They  were 
eager  to  obtain  our  beads,  nails,  and  knives,  for  which  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  their  cloth,  mats,  bafkets,  and  various 
tools,  as  well  as  abundance  of  coco-nuts,  bread-fruit,  yams, 
and  bananas  were  exchanged.  Many  of  them  came  on 
deck,  and  took  the  opportunity  of  conveying  away  a num- 
ber of  trifles ; nay,  fomc  went  fo  far  as  privately  to  throw 
over  board  the  coco-nuts,  which  we  had  already  purchafed, 
to  their  comrades,  who  immediately  picked  them  up,  and 
fold  them  to  our  people  again.  To  prevent  our  being  im- 
pofed  upon  for  the  future  in  this  manner,  the  thieves  were 
turned  out  of  the  veffel,  and  punilhed  with  a whip,  which 
they  bore  very  patiently. 

The 
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The  heat  was  as  great  as  it  had  been  the  day  before, 
the  thermometer  (landing  at  900  in  the  (hade,  when  the 
(ky  was  covered  with  clouds ; the  wind  likewife  dying 
away  again  at  noon  to  a perfect  calm.  Notwithftanding 
the  walle  of  fluids  which  the  weather  occafioncd,  we  could 
not  fay  that  we  found  the  climate  affetSled  us  too  much,  or 
was  very  difagrceable.  On  the  contrary,  allowing  for  the 
violent  cxercife  we  had  undergone  at  the  ftriking  of  the 
(hip,  we  found  ourfelves  more  refreflied  by  the  bare  proxi- 
mity of  the  flrore,  than  we  could  have  expected.  The  bread- 
fruit and  yams  proved  a luxurious  and  mofl  welcome  fub- 
(litutc  for  worm-eaten  bifeuit  ; while  plantanes,  and  a 
fruit  of  the  drape  of  an  apple,  called  e-vee  by  the  natives, 
furnidred  out  a delicious  defert.  Our  only  remaining  wifli, 
with  regard  to  eatables,  was  to  be  able  to  purchafc  fome 
hogs  and  fowls,  which  might  fupply  the  place  of  (alt 
beef. 

In  the  afternoon  the  captains,  accompanied  by  fcvcral 
gentlemen,  went  adiorc  the  (lift  time,  in  order  to  viGt 
O-Ahcatua,  whom  all  the  natives  thereabouts  acknow- 
ledged as  aree,  or  king.  Numbers  of  canoes  in  the  mean 
while  furrounded  us,  carrying  on  a bride  trade  with  veget- 
ables, but  chicdy  with  great  quantities  of  the  cloth  made 
in  the  idand.  The  decks  were  likewife  crouded  with  na- 
tives, among  whom  were  fevcral  women  who  yielded 
without  difficulty  to  the  ardent  follicitations  of  cur  failors. 

Some 
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Some  of  the  females  who  came  on  board  for  this  purpofe, 
feemed  not  to  be  above  nine  or  ten  years  old,  and  had  not 
the  lcall  marks  of  puberty.  So  early  an  acquaintance  with 
the  world  feems  to  argue  an  uncommon  degree  of  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  and  cannot  fail  of  affedting  the  nation  in  gene- 
ral. The  cfledt,  which  was  immediately  obvious  to  me, 
was  the  low  llature  of  the  common  dafs  of  people,  to 
which  all  thefe  proftitutes  belonged.  Among  this  whole 
order  we  faw  few  perfons  above  the  middle  Cze,  and  many 
below  it ; an  obfervation  which  confirms  what  M.  dc  Buffon 
has  very  judicioufly  faid  on  the  fubjedt  of  early  connections 
of  the  fexes,  (fee  his  Hiftoire  Naturelle.)  Their  features 
were  very  irregular,  and  in  general  very  ordinary,  except 
the  eyes,  which  were  always  large  and  full  of  vivacity; 
but  a natural  fmilc,  and  a conllant  endeavour  to  pleafe,  had 
fo  well  replaced  the  want  of  beauty,  that  our  failors  were 
perfedlly  captivated,  and  carelefsly.difpofed  of  their  fhirts 
and  cloaths  to  gratify  their  miftrefles.  The  Simplicity  of  a 
drefs  which  expofed  to  view  a well  proportioned  bofom 
and  delicate  hands,  might  alfo  contribute  to  fan  their 
amorous  fife  j and  the  view  of  fevcral  of  thefe  nymphs 
fwimming  nimbly  all  round  the  floop,  fuch  as  nature  had 
formed  them,  was  perhaps  more  than  fuflicient  entirely  to 
Subvert  the  little  reafon  which  a mariner  might  have  left 
to  govern  his  paflions.  A trifling  circumftancc  had  given 
caufc  to  their  taking  the  water.  One  of  the  officers  on  tlie 
Vol.  I.  M m quarter- 
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Acou’st.  quarter-deck  intended  to  drop  a bead  into  a canoe  for  a 
little  boy  about  fir  years  old  ; by  accident  it  miflcd  the  boat 
and  fell  into  the  fea ; but'  the  child  immediately  leaped 
overboard,  and  diving  after  it  brought  it  up  again.  To 
reward  his  performance  we  dropped  fome  more  beads  to 
him,  which  fo  tempted  a number  of  men  and  women,  that 
they  amufed  us  with  amazing  feats  of  agility  in  the  water, 
and  not  only  fetched  up  feveral  beads  fcattered  at  once,  but 
likewife  large  nails,  which,  on  account  of  their  weighr, 
defeended  quickly  to  a conGdcrable  depth.  Some  of  them 
continued  a long  while  under  water,  and  the  velocity  with 
which  we  faw  them  go  down,  the  water  being  perfedtly 
clear,  was  very  furprifing.  The  frequent  ablutions  of 
thefe  people,  already  mentioned  in  Captain  Cook’s  former 
voyage,  feem  to  make  fwimming  familiar  to  them  from 
their  earlieft  childhood  ; and  indeed  their  eafy  pofition  in 
the  water,  and  the  pliancy  of  their  limbs,  gave  us  reafon 
to  look  on  them  almoft  as  amphibious  creatures.  They 
continued  this  fport,  and  their  other  occupations  about  us, 
till  fun-fet,  when  they  all  withdrew  by  degrees  to  the 
fliore. 

In  the  evening  the  captains  with  their  company  return- 
ed on  board,  without  having  feen  the  king,  who,  perhaps 
miftrufting  their  intentions,  had  fent  word,  that  he  intend- 
ed to  vifit  us  the  next  day.  They  had  taken  a walk  along 
the  fliore  to  the  eallward,  attended  by  a great  croud  of 
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the  natives,  who  infilled  on  carrying  them  on  their  fhould- 
ers  over  a fine  brook.  After  they  had  palled  it,  the  natives 
left  them,  and  they  proceeded  accompanied  by  one  man, 
who  guided  them  to  an  uncultivated  projeifting  point, 
where  different  kinds  of  plants  grew  in  wild  luxuriance 
among  fcveral  forts  of  Ihrubs.  On  coming  out  of  the 
fhrubbery  they  favv  a building  of  Hones,  in  form  of  the 
frullum  of  a pyramid  j the  bale  might  mcafurc  about 
twenty  yards  in  front,  and  the  whole  confided  of  fcveral 
terraces  or  ileps  above  each  other,  which  were  ruinous  and 
overgrown  with  graffes  and  fluubs,  efpecially  on  the  back 
or  inland  part.  This  the  native  faid  was  a burying-place 
and  place  of  worfliip,  marai,  and  didinguilhcd  it  by  the 
name  of  marai  no-Abtatua,  the  burying-place  of  Aheatua,  the 
prcfent  king  of  Tiarroboo.  Around  it  were  placed  perpen- 
dicularly, or  nearly  fo,  fifteen  flender  pieces  of  wood,  fome 
about  eighteen  feet  long,  in  which  fix  or  eight  diminutive 
human  figures  of  a rude  unnatural  fliape  were  carved, 
Handing  above  each  other,  male  or  female  promifcuouflv, 
yet  fo  that  the  uppermofl  wras  always  a male.  All  thefe 
figures  faced  the  fea,  and  perfoftly  rcfcmbled  fome  which 
are  carved  on  the  Herns  of  their  canoes,  and  which  they 
call  e-tce.  Beyond  the  morai  they  faw  a kind  of  thatch 
crofted  on  four  poHs,  before  which  a lattice  of  flicks  was 
placed  in  the  ground,  hung  with  bananas  and  cocoa-nuts 
no  t'  Eatua,  “ for  the  Divinity.”  They  fat  down  to  refl  them- 
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felves  under  the  fliade  of  this  roof,  and  their  guide  feeing 
them  a good  deal  exhauftcd,  took  feveral  of  the  bananas 
and  offered  them,  with  the  affurance  that  they  were  maa 
maitai,  “ good  eating.”  They  accepted  them  after  this  re- 
commendation, and  finding  them  really  as  delicious  as  they 
had  been  deferibed,  made  no  fcruple  to  feaft  with  the 
gods.  As  the  evening  was  now  advancing,  they  returned 
to  the  fea-fliore,  well  pleafed  with  their  reception  among’ 
thefc  good-natured  people,  and  brought  on  board  a few 
plants,  which  we  foon  recognized  as  the  productions 
common  to  tropical  countries. 

We  contemplated  the  feenery  before  us  early  the  next 
morning,  when  its  beauties  were  mod  engaging.  The- 
harbour  in  which  wc  lay  was  very  fmall,  and  would  not 
have  admitted  many  more  veffels  befidcs  our  own.  The 
water  in  it  was  as  fmooth  as  the  fineft  mirrour,  and  the  fea 
broke  with  a fnowy  foam  around  us  upon  the  outer  reef. 
The  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  was  very  narrow  in  this 
place,  but  always  conveyed  the  pleafing  ideas  of  fertility, 
plenty,  and  happinefs.  Juft  over  againft  us  it  ran  up  be- 
tween the  hills  into  a long  narrow  valley,  rich  in  planta- 
tions, interfperfed  with  the  houfes  of  the  natives.  The 
Hopes  of  the  hills,  covered  with  woods,  croffed  each  other 
on  both  fidc3,  varioufly  tinted  according  to  their  diftances ; 
and  beyond  them,  over  the  cleft  of  the  valley,  we  faw  the 
interior  mountains  fhattered  into  various  peaks  and  fpires,. 
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among  which  was  one  remarkable  pinnacle,  whofe  fum- 
mit  was  frightfully  bent  to  one  fide,  and  feemed  to  threat- 
en its  downfall  every  moment.  The  ferenity  of  the  Iky, 
the  genial  warmth  of  the  air,  and  the  beauty  of  the  land- 
fcape,  united  to  exhilarate  our  f^irits* 

The  launches  of  both  fhips  were  fent  to  o ll'bai-urutj,  to 
fetch  the  anchors  which  we  had  left  there  when  we  ftruck 
on  the  reef.  A party  of  marines  and  feamcn  were  ordered 
on  (hore  at  the  fame  time,  to  carry  on  a trade  for  provi- 
fions,  and  to  fill  our  empty  calks  with  frefh  water.  For 
this  purpofe  they  occupied  the  remains  of  an  abandoned 
ihed  or  cottage  on  the  beach,  which  at  once  gave  them 
flielter  from  the  fun,  and  fecured  them  againft  the  thievifh 
difpofiiion  of  the  people.  Before  captain  Cook  went  afiiore 
he  received  a vifit  from  a man  of  fome  note,  called  o-Pooe, 
who  brought  his  two  fons  on  board.  They  prefented  the 
captain  with  fome  of  their  cloth  and  fome  little  trifles,  and 
in  return  they  received  knives,  nails,  beads,  and  a Ihirt,  in 
which  having  drefled  themfclves,  they  accompanied  us  to 
the  fliore. 

Our  firil  care  was  to  leave  the  dry  fandy  beach, 
which  could  afford  us  no  difeoveries  in  our  fcience,  and 
to  examine  the  plantations,  which  from  the  (hips  had  an 
enchanting  appearance,  notwithllanding  the  brownifh  caft 
which  the  time  of  the  year  had  given.  We  found  them  in- 
deed to  anfwer  the  expeftations  we  had  formed  of  a 
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country  defcribcd  as  an  elyfium  by  M.  dc  Bougainville,  (fee 
the  Englifh  edition,  p.  228.)  We  entered  a grove  of  bread- 
trees,  on  moil  of  which  we  faw  no  fruit  at  this  feafon  of 
winter,  and  followed  a neat  but  narrow  path,  which  led  to 
different  habitations,  half  hid  under  various  bullies.  Tall 
coco-palms  nodded  to  each  other,  and  rofe  over  the  reft 
of  the  trees ; the  bananas  difplayed  their  beautiful  large 
leaves,  and  now  and  then  one  of  them  Rill  appeared  load- 
ed with  its  cluRering  fruit.  A fort  of  lhady  trees,  covered 
with  a dark-green  foliage,  bore  golden  apples,  which  re- 
fembled  the  anana  in  juicinefs  and  flavour.  Betwixt  thefe 
the  intermediate  fpace  was  filled  with  young  mulberry- 
trees  (morns  papyrifera ,)  of  which  the  bark  is  employed  by 
the  natives  in  the  manufa&urc  of  their  cloth';  with  feveral 
fpecies  of  arum  or  eddies,  with  yams,  fugar-canes,  and 
other  ufeful  plants. 

We  found  the  cottages  of  the  natives  fcartered  at  fhort 
diflances,  in  the  (hade  of  fruit-trees,  and  furrounded  by 
various  odoriferous  fhrubs,  fuch  as  the  gardenia,  guettarda, 
and  calophyllum.  The  neat  fimplicity  of  their  flruftuTC 
gave  us  no  lefs  pleafure  than  the  artlefs  beauty  of  the 
grove  which  encompafled  them.  The  pandang*  or  palm- 
nut  tree  had  given  its  long  prickly  leaves  to  thatch  the 

• Jtbrada/lylit.  Char.  Gen.  Novor.  Forftcr.  London  1776.  Br amelia  fyl- 
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roofs  of  the  buildings,  and  thefe  were  fupported  by  a few 
pillars  made  of  the  bread- tree,  which  is  thus  ufeful  in 
more  refpedts  than  one.  As  a roof  is  fufficient  to  flielter 
the  natives  from  rains  and  nightly  dews,  and  as  the  cli- 
mate of  this  ifland  is  perhaps  one  of  the  happiefl.  in  the 
.world,  the  houfes  feldom  have  any  walls,  but  are  open  on 
all  Cdcs.  We  faw,  however,  a few  dwellings  conftru&ed 
for  greater  privacy,  which  were  entirely  enclofcd  in  walls 
of  reeds,  connected  together  by  tranlcerfc  pieces  of  wood, 
fo  as  to  give  us  the  idea  of  large  bird-cages.  In  thefe 
there  was  commonly  a hole  left  for  the  entrance,  which 
could  be  elofed  up  with  a board.  Before  every  hut,  on 
the  green  turf  or  on  dry  grafs,  we  obferved  groups  of  in- 
habitants lying  down  or  fitting  in  the  eaflern  flile,  and 
palling  their  happy  hours  away  in  convcrfation  or  repofe. 
Some  of  them  got  up  at  our  approach,  and  joined  the 
croud  that  followed  us  5 but  great  numbers,  efpecially 
thofe  of  a mature  age,  remained  in  their  attitude,  and  only 
pronounced  a kind  ta\o  as  we  parted  by  them.  Our  attend- 
ant croud  feeing  us  gather  plants,  were  very  ready  to 
pluck  and  offer  the  fame  forts  to  us,  which  they  found 
attratted  our  notice.  Indeed  a variety  of  wild  fpccies 
fprung  up  amidll  the  plantations,  in  that  beautiful  diforder 
of  nature,  which  is  fo  truly  admirable  when  checked  by 
the  hand  of  indullry,  and  infinitely  furpalfes  the  trimnefs 
of  regular  gardens.  Among  them  we  found  fever  J fpccies 
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a’ousi  graces,  which  though  thinner  than  in  our  northern 
countries,  yet  by  growing  always  in  the  (hade,  looked 
frefh  and  formed  a foft  bed  of  verdure.  The  foil  was  by 
their  means  kept  fuflkiently  moift  to  give  nourifhment  to 
the  trees,  and  both  were  in  a thriving  Rate,  owing  to  the 
reciprocal  affiftance  which  they  gave  each  other.  Various 
little  birds  dwelt  in  the  (hade  of  the  bread-fruit  and  other 
trees,  and  had  a very  agreeable  note,  though  common  re- 
port among  Europeans  has  denied  the  powers  of  harmony 
(I  know  not  on  what  grounds)  to  the  birds  of  warm  cli- 
mates. The  heads  of  the  tallcft  coco-trees  were  the  ufual 
rcfidence  of  a kind  of  very  fmall  perroquets  of  a beautiful 
fapphirine  blue,  while  another  fort  of  a greenifli  colour, 
with  a few  red  fpots,  were  more  common  among  the  ba- 
nanas, and  appeared  frequently  tame  in  the  houfes  of  the 
natives,  who  feemed  to  value  them  for  their  red  feathers. 
A king's  fifher,  of  a dark-green,  with  a collar  of  the  fame 
hue  round  his  white  throat,  a large  cuckoo,  and  feveral 
forts  of  pigeons  or  doves,  were  frequently  feen  hopping 
from  branch  to  branch,  and  a bluifh  heron  gravely  (talk- 
ed along  the  fea  fide,  picking  up  (hell-fifli  and  worms.  A 
fine  brook,  rolling  over  a bed  of  pebbles,  came  down  a 
narrow  valley,  and  fupplied  our  waterers  at  its  difeharge 
into  the  fea.  We  followed  its  flream  for  a little  while  till 
we  were  met  by  a great  croud  of  natives  at  the  heels  of 
;tiircc  men,  drefled  in  various  pieces  of  their  red  and  yellow 
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cloth,  and  provided  with  elegant  turbans  of  the  fame.  Each 
of  them  had  a long  Hick  or  wand  in  his  hand,  and  one  of 
them  was  accompanied  by  a woman,  whom  upon  enquiry 
we  found  to  be  his  wife.  We  demanded  what  their  ap- 
pearance meant,  and  were  anfwercd  they  were  the  Te-apoo- 
nee ; but  when  they  obferved  we  did  not  underftand  enough 
of  their  language  to  comprehend  this  term,  they  added  that 
they  were  Tata-no  t’Eatooa,  men  belonging  to  the  divinity, 
and  to  the  Marai,  or  burying- place  j I fuppofe  we  might 
call  them  priefts.  We  flopped  with  them  fome  time,  but 
as  we  did  not  fee  that  any  religious,  or  other  ceremony 
was  performed,  we  returned  to  the  beach.  About  noon 
taptain  Cook  re-imbarked  with  us,  and  with  the  two  fons 
of  O Poe  mentioned  page  269,  without  having  feen  Ahea- 
tua,  who  for  reafons  unknown  to  us,  Hill  refufed  to  admit 
us  to  bis  prefence. 

The  two  young  fellows  fat  down  to  dinner  with  us, 
and  partook  of  the  vegetables,  but  did  not  touch  our  fait 
provifiorw.  After  dinner,  one  of  them  took  an  opportunity 
of  ftealing  a knife  and  a pewter  fpoon,  not  contented  with 
a number  of  prefents  which  he  had  received  from  the  cap- 
tain, without  having  made  any  return  on  his  part,  and 
which  ought  to  have  prevented  him  from  infringing  the 
laws  of  hofpitality.  The  theft  being  difeovered,  he  was 
kicked  from  the  deck,  jumped  overboard,  and  fwam  to  the 
next  canoe,  where  he  feared  himfelf,  perhaps  in  defiance 
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of  our  power.  Captain  Cook  fired  a muCket  over  his  head,, 
upon  which  he  took  to  the  water  again,  and  overfet  the. 
canoe.  A fccond  muCket  was  levelled  at  him,  but  he. 
dived  when  he  faw  the  ClaCli,  and  did  the  fame  when  the 
third  was  difeharged.  Captain  Cook  now  manned  his  boat,, 
and  went  to  take  the  canoe,  under  which  the  man  took, 
lliclter  ; but  he  foon  abandoned  it,  and  fvvam  to  a double 
canoe  near  the  firft,  which  was  accordingly  purfued.  This, 
canoe  however  got  a Chore  through  the  furf,  and  the  natives, 
on  the  beach  took  up  flones,  which  they  levelled  at  our 
boat’s  crew,  who  thought  it  advifcable  to  retreat.  However,, 
a four  pounder  directed  towards  the  Chore,  frightened  the 
inhabitants  fufliciently,  fo  that  our  people  could  feize  two- 
large  double  canoes,  and  bring  them  along-fidc  of  the  Chip. 

We  left  the  Chip  after  this  diClurbance,  in  order  to  take 
an  afternoon’s  walk  aCliorc  near  the  watering-place,  and. 
to-  rcftorc  the  confidence  of  the  people,  who  had  entirely 
forfaken  us  on  account  of  our  open  hollilities.  We  pur- 
fued  a different  path  from  that  which  we  had  taken  in. 
the  morning,  and  found  great  quantities  of  bananas,, 
yams,  eddies,  Sec.  planted  round  every  cottage,  inhabit- 
ed by  friendly  good-natured  people,  who  feemed  how- 
ever a little  more  fhy  or  referved  than  ufual,  on  ac- 
count of  what  had  happened.  At  lad  we  arrived  at  a 
large  houfe,  neatly  conftru&ed  of  reeds,  which  we  were 
told  belonged  to  Aheatua,  who  was  in  another  diClruft 
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at  prefent.  Here  wc  faw  a hog,  and  a couple  of 
fowls,  the  fird  which  the  natives  expofed  to  our  fight, 
having  hitherto  been  very  careful  to  conceal  them,  and 
always  refufing  to  part  with  them,  under  the  pretext  that 
they  were  the  property  of  the  arce  or  king.  They  made 
ufe  of  the  fame  excufe  at  prefent,  though  we  offered  a 
hatchet,  which  in  their  eyes  wag  the  mod  valuable  mer- 
chandife  we  had.  After  a fliort  flay,  we  returned  the  fame 
way  wc  came,  and  brought  a fmall  collection  of  new  plants 
on  board.  About  fun-fet  a boat  was  fent  off,  out  of  the 
harbour,  to  bury  in  the  fca  one  Ifaac  Taylor,  a marine, 
who  died  this  morning  of  a complication  of  diforders. 
Ever  fince  we  had  left  England,  this  man  had  been  feveriff, 
confumptive,  and  afthmatic  i his  complaints  always  kept 
increafing,  and  at  lad  turned  to  a dropfy,  which  carried 
him  off  All  our  people  on  board  were  now  well,  except 
one,  whofe  remarkable  fcorbutic  habit  of  body  always  laid 
him  up  as  foon  as  wc  came  out  to  fea,  where  prophylactics 
and  wort  could  but  jud  keep  him  alive.  However  this 
man,  as  well  as  the  Adventure’s  crew,  who  were  much 
affected  with  the  feurvy  when  they  came  in  here,  recovered 
amazingly  by  walking  on  fhore,  and  eating  quantities 
of  frefli  fruit. 

Early  the  next  morning  fome  of  the  natives  came  off 
to  us  in  a fmall  canoe,  and  begged  for  the  reditution  of 
tliofc  larger  ones  which  had  been  taken  from  them  on  the 
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day  before.  Captain  Cook,  who  perceived  the  trade  to  have 
flackened  in  confequence  of  that  feizure,  none  of  the  in- 
habitants coming  to  the  (hip,  and  few  to  the  watering- 
place,  returned  the  canoes,  as  the  bell  means  to  reconcile 
us  to  the  confidence  of  the  natives  ; and  though  the  cffedls 
of  his  indulgence  were  not  inftantaneous,  yet  in  a day  or 
two  our  trade  was  perfc&Iy  re-eflabliflied. 

After  this  peaceful  prelude  we  went  on  fliorc,  in  purfuit 
of  botanical  difeoveries.  A fmart  fliower  of  rain  which 
had  fallen  over  night,  had  cooled  the  air  confidcrably,  and 
made  our  walk  extremely  pleafant,  before  the  fun  could 
become  troublefome.  The  whole  country  had  profited  by 
this  rain,  for  every  plant  and  treefeemed  revived  by  it,  and 
the  groves  exhaled  a fweet  refrefhing  fmell.  Whether  it 
was  owing  to  the  early  hour  of  our  excurfion,  or  to  the 
beauty  of  the  morning,  our  ear  was  faluted  by  the  fong 
of  many  fmall  birds,  which  enlivened  this  delightful  coun- 
try. We  had  not  walked  far,  when  we  heard  a loud  noife 
in  the  wood,  which  refemblcd  the  ftrokes  of  a carpenter’s 
hammer.  We  followed  the  found,  and  at  laft  came  to  a 
fmall  (hed,  where  five  or  fix  women  were  fitting  on  both 
fides  of  a long  fquarc  piece  of  timber,  and  beat  the  fibrous 
bark  of  the  mulberry-tree  here,  in  order  to  manufadiure  it 
into  cloth.  The  inllrument  they  ufed  for  this  purpofc  was 
a fquare  wooden  club,  with  longitudinal  and  parallel 
furrows,  which  run  fmallcr  and  clofer  together  on  the 
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different  fides  *.  They  ceafed  a little  while  to  give  us 
time  to  examine  the  bark,  the  mallet,  and  the  timber  on 
which  they  performed  their  operations.  They  alfo  (hewed 
us  a kind  of  glutinous  water  in  a coco-nut  fliell,  which 
was  made  ufe  of  from  time  to  time,  to  make  the  pieces  of 
bark  cohere  together.  This  glue,  which,  as  we  underflood, 
was  made  of  the  bibifeus  cfailentus,  is  indifpenfibly  ncceflary 
in  the  manufacture  of  thofe  immenfe  pieces  of  cloth,  fome- 
times  two  or  three  yards  wide,  and  fifty  yards  long,  which 
are  compofed  of  little  bits  of  bark,  taken  from  trees  never 
fo  thick  as  the  wrift.  We  carefully  examined  their  plan- 
tations of  mulberry-trees,  but  never  found  a (ingle  old  one 
among  them ; as  foon  as  they  arc  of  two  years  growth 
they  are  cut  down,  and  new  ones  fpring  up  from  the  root,, 
for  fortunately  this  tree  is  one  of  the  mofl  prolific  in  na- 
ture, and  if  fuffered  to  grow  till  it  flowered  and  could  bear 
fruits,  might  perhaps  totally  over-run  the  country.  The 
bark  mud  always  be  taken  from  young  trees  ; and  thefc 
are  carefully  drawn  into  long  ftems,  without  any  branches, 
except  juft  at  the  top,  fo  that  the  bark  is  as  entire  as  pof- 
fible.  The  method  of  preparing  it  before  it  comes  under 
the  mallet,  we  were  not  yet  acquainted  with  at  this  time. 
The  women  employed  in  this  manner,  were  drefled  in  old 
and  dirty  rags  of  their  cloth,  and  had  very  hard  and  callous 

• See  Dr.  Hawkcfworth’i  compilation,  *ol.  II.  p.  aia,  and  plate  No.  9. 
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hands.  We  proceeded  a little  farther  up  in  a narrow 
valley,  where  a well-looking  man  invited  us  to  fit  down  in 
the  fliadc  before  his  houfe.  There  was  a little  area  paved 
with  broadifh  Rones,  on  which  he  fpread  banana  leaves  for 
us,  and  brought  out  a little  Rool  made  of  the  bread- tree- 
wood,  cut  out  of  one  piece,  on  which  he  defired  one  of  us 
to  fit  down,  whom  he  took  to  be  the  principal  perfon. 
Seeing  us  all  fcated  he  ran  into  his  houfe,  and  brought  out 
a quantity  of  bread-fruit  baked,  which  he  laid  before  us 
on  frefh  banana  leaves.  To  this  he  added  a matted  balket 
full  of  the  vee,  or  Taheitec  apples,  a fruit  of  the  fpondias 
genus,  which  rcfcmbles  the  anana,  or  pine-apple  in  the 
tafie,  and  entreated  us  to  partake  of  tlicfe  refrefliments.  We 
breakfafled  with  a hearty  appetite,  fharpened  by  theexercife 
we  had  taken,  the  fine  air  of  the  morning,  and  the  excel- 
lence of  the  provifions.  We  found  the  Tahcitee  method  of 
dreffing  bread-fruit  and  other  victuals,  wdth  heated  Rones 
under  ground,  infinitely  fuperior  to  our  ufual  way  of  boiling 
them  i in  the  former  all  the  juices  remained,  and  were 
concentrated  by  the  heat ; but  in  the  latter,  the  fruit  im- 
bibed many  watery  particles,  and  loR  a great  deal  of  its 
fine  flavour  and  mealinefs.  To  conclude  this  treat  our  hoR 
brought  us  five  frefh  coco  nuts,  which  he  opened  by  pul- 
ling the  fibres  off  with  his  teeth.  The  cool  limpid  liquor 
contained  in  them  he  poured  into  a clean  cup,  made  of  a 
*!pe  coco  nut- fhell,  and  offered  that  to  each  of  us  in  our 

turns. 


Digitized  by,Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

turns.  The  people  in  this  country  had  on  all  occafions 
been  good-natured  and  friendly,  and  for  beads  fometimes 
fold  us  eoco-nuts  and  fruit,  if  we  called  for  them;  but 
we  had  not  yet  feen  an  inftance  of  hofpitality  exercifed  in 
fo  complete  a manner  during  our  fliort  flay.  We  therefore 
thought  it  our  duty  to  recompenfe  our  friend  as  much  as 
lay  in  our  power,  and  prefented  him  with  a number  of 
tranfparent  beads  and  iron  nails,  with  which  he  was 
highly  fatisfied  and  contented. 

We  continued  our  walk  into  the  country  from  this  feat 
of  patriarchal  hofpitality,  notwithftanding  the  uneafinefs 
which  many  of  the  natives  expreffed,  among  the  croud  that 
followed  us.  When  they  faw  us  perfift  in  our  expedition, 
the  greateft  part  of  them  difperfed  to  their  different  habita- 
tions, and  only  a few  of  them  attended  us,  who  made  it 
their  bufinefs  to  a<ft  as  our  guides.  We  came  to  the  foot 
of  the  firft  hills,  where  we  left  the  huts  and  plantations 
of  the  natives  behind  us,  and  afeended  on  a beaten  path, 
palling  through  an  uncultivated  fhrubbery  mixed  with 
feveral  tall  timber. trees.  Here  we  fearched  the  moft  in- 
tricate parts,  and  found  feveral  plants  and  birds  hitherto 
unknown  to  natural  hiftorians.  With  thefe  little  acqui- 
fitions  wc  returned  towards  the  fea,  at  which  our  friends 
the  natives  expreffed  their  fatisfa&ion.  We  found  a vaft 
concourfe  of  inhabitants  on  the  beach  at  our  trading  place, 
and  flw  that  our  people  had  brought  a great  quantity  of 
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au”u»t  large  eddies  and  other  roots,  but  few  bread-fruits,  which 
were  now  very  fcarcc,  only  a few  trees  bearing  them 
fo  late  in  the  feafon,  while  mod  of  the  others  were  already 
{hooting  forth  the  embryo  of  a new  crop.  The  cxceflive 
heat  of  the  fun,  now  tempted  us  to  bath  in  a branch  of 
the  adjacent  river,  which  formed  a deep  pond  of  fome 
extent  and  being  refreflied  with  this  bath  we  returned 
on  board  to  dinner.  In  the  afternoon  we  had  heavy  rains, 
attended  with  wind,  during  which  the  Adventure  drove 
from  her  moorings,  but  was  brought  up  again  by  a timely 
manoeuvre.  This  bad  weather  confined  us  on  board, 
where  we  arranged  the  plants  and  animals  which  we  had 
hitherto  collected,  and  made  drawings  of  fuch  as  were 
not  known  before.  Our  three  days  excurfions  had  fupplied 
us  only  with  a fmall  number  of  fpecies,  which  in  an  ifland 
fo  flourifhing  as  Taheitce,  gave  a convincing  proof  of  its 
high  cultivation ; for  a few  individual  plants  occupied  that 
fjpacc,  which  in  a country  entirely  left  ro  itfelf,  would 
have  teemed  with  feveral  hundred  different  kinds  in  wild 
diforder.  The  fmall  fize  of  the  ifland,  together  with  its 
vaft  diflance  from  either  the  eaftem  or  weftern  continent, 
did  not  admit  of  a great  variety  of  animab.  We  few  no 
other  fpecies  of  quadrupeds  than  hogs,  and  dogs  which 
were  domcftic,  and  incredible  numbers  of  rats,  which  the 
natives  fuflered  to  run  about  at  pleafurc,  without  ever  trying 
-to  deftroy  them.  We  found  however  a tolerable  number 
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of  birds,  and  when  the  natives  gave  thcmfelves  the  trouble 
to  filh,  we  commonly  purchafcd  a confiderable  variety  of 
fpecies,  as  this  clafs  of  creatures  can  eafily  roam  from  one 
part  of  the  ocean  to  the  other,  and  particularly  in  the  torrid 
zone,  where  certain  forts  are  general  all  round  the  world. 

If  the  fcarcity  of  fpontaneous  plants  was  unfavourable 
to  the  botanill,  ftill  it  had  the  moll  falutary  effedts  with 
regard  to  the  whole  company  on  board  of  both  our  veflcls, 
fince  their  place  was  occupied  by  great  quantities  of  whole- 
fome  vegetables.  We  daily  bought  abundance  of  yams, 
eddies,  and  Taheitec  apples ; together  with  fome  bananas 
and  bread-fruit,  which,  on  account  of  the  feafon,  were 
grown  very  fcarce.  The  wholefome  regimen  which  we 
had  by  this  means  been  able  to  keep,  had  vifibly,  and  I 
might  almolt  fay  miraculoufly,  operated  to  reftore  to  their 
health,  all  thofe  who  were  ill  of  the  feurvy  at  our  arrival ; 
and  the  only  inconvenience  we  felt  from  it  was  a kind  of 
flux,  owing  to  the  fudden  change  of  diet,  with  which  a 
few  of  the  people  were  afllidlcd.  Not  content  with  this 
fortunate  fupply,  we  could  not  help  calling  longing  eyes 
towards  the  hogs  which  we  law  in  great  numbers  on  all 
our  excurfions  into  the  country,  though  the  natives  were 
always  careful  to  hide  them  in  low  (lyes,  covered  over 
with  boards,  forming  a kind  of  platform,  on  which  they 
fat  or  lay  down.  We  tried  all  polfible  means  to  engage 
the  people  to  fell  fome  of  them  to  us,  and  offered  hatchets, 
Vol.  I.  O o fhirts, 
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fiiirts,  and  other  goods  pf  value  to  the  Taheitians,  but  dill 
•without  fuccefs,  their  condant  anfwcr  being,  that  thefe  ani- 
mals were  the  king’s  ( arcs' s')  property.  In  Head  of  acquicf- 
cing  in  this  refufal,  and  acknowledging  the  kind  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  natives,  who  furnilhed  us  at  lead  with  the 
means  of  recovering  our  ftrength,  and  redoring  our  lick, 
a propofal  was  made  to  the  captains,  by  fomc  perfons  in 
the  fhips,  to  fweep  away  by  force  a fuflicient  number  of 
hogs  for  our  ufe,  and  afterwards  to  return  fuch  a quantity 
of  our  goods  m exchange  to  the  natives,  as  we  fliould  think 
adequate  to  the  fpoil  we  had  taken.  This  propofal,  which 
nothing  but  the  mod  tyrannical  principles,  and  the  meaned 
fclfifhnefs  could  have  dilated,  was  received  with  the  con- 
tempt and  indignation  which  it  juftly  deferred. 

Our  acquiiitions  in  natural  hidory  being  hitherto  fo  in- 
confiderablc,  we  had  leifure  every  day  to  ramble  in  the 
country  in  fearch  of  others,  as  well  as  to  pick  up  various 
circumdances  which  might  ferve  to  throw  a light  on  the 
chara&er,  manners,  and  prefent  date  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  20th  towards  noon,  I directed  my  walk,  in 
company  with  feveral  officers,  to  the  eadern  point  of  the 
harbour.  We  foon  came  to  a rivulet,  which  was  wide  and 
deep  enough  to  admit  a canoe  upon  it,  by  means  of  w hich 
we  ferried  over  to  the  oppofite  fhore,  where  we  perceived  a 
houfe  of  fome  extent,  among  the  bulhes.  Before  it  we  faw 
a quantity  of  the  finer  forts  of  Taheitee  cloth  fpread  out  on 
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the  grafs,  which  the  natives  told  us,  had  been  walked  in 
the  river  ; and  clofe  to  the  houfe,  fufpended  on  a pole,  we 
obferved  a target  of  a femicircular  form,  made  of  wicker- 
work, and  plaited  firings  (of  the  coco-nut  fibres,)  covered 
with  the  glofiy  bluifh-green  feathers  of  akind  of  pigeon,  and 
ornamented  with  many  lhark’s  teeth,  difplayed  in  three 
co -centric  fcmicircles;  I enquired  whether  it  was  to  be  pur- 
chafed,  but  was  anfwercd  in  the  negative,  and  concluded 
that  it  was  only  expofed  to  the  air,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
we  are  ufed  to  do  from  time  to  time,  with  things  which 
we  pTcfervc  in  clofe  boxes.  A middle-aged  man,  who 
lay  ftretched  at  his  eafe  in  the  hut,  invited  us  to  lit 
down  by  him,  and  curioufly  examined  my  drefs ; he  had 
long  nails  on  his  fingers,  upon  which  he  valued  him- 
felf  not  a little,  and  which  I found  were  a mark  of  diflinc- 
tion,  fince  only  fuch  perfons,  as  had  no  occafion  to  work, 
could  fuffer  them  to  grow  to  that  length.  The  Chinefc 
have  the  fame  cullom,  and  pride  themfelves  as  much  in  it ; 
but  whether  the  Taheitians  derive  it  from  them,  or  whether 
chance  has  led  them  both  to  the  fame  idea,  without  any 
communication  with  each  other,  it  poflibly  beyond  the  art 
of  Needham  and  Dcs  Guignes  to  determine.  In  different 
corners  of  the  hut  we  faw  fome  women  and  fome  men, 
feparately  eating  their  dinner  of  bread-fruit  and  bananas, 
and  both  parties,  as  we  approached  them,  defired  us  to  par- 
take of  their  proviGons.  The  fingular  cullom,  which  forces 
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the  fexes  to  fliun  each  others  company  at  their  meals,  is 
already  mentioned  by  former  voyagers,  who  have  been 
equally  unfuccefsful  with  ourfelves  in  difeovering  its 
caufe. 

We  left  this  hur,  and  drolled  through  an  odoriferous 
Ihrubbcry  to  another,  where  we  found  O-Ta'i,  his  wife,  and 
children,  and  his  fillers  Maroya  and  Marora'i.  The  officer 
who  had  lod  his  bcd-lhects  was  with  us,  but  thought  it  to 
no  purpofe  to  enquire  for  them,  and  rather  tried  to  ingra- 
tiate himfelf  with  the  fair  one.  Beads,  nails,  and  various 
trifles  were  prefented  to  her,,  which  flic  readily  accepted, 
but  remained  inexorable  to  the  paffionatc  follicitations  of 
her  lover.  As  £he  had  in  all  probability  obtained  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fficets,  which  Ihe  coveted,  and  for  which; 
alone  flic  could  have  fubmitted  to  proflitution,  it  feems  no- 
thing could  afterwards  tempt  her  to  admit  the  tranfient 
embraces  of  a flranger.  This  is  the  mod  likely  conflruc- 
tion  we  could  put  upon  her  condutfl,  and  it  became  more 
probable  to  us,  when  we  confidcrcd,  that  Ihe  belonged  to  a 
family  of  fome  note,  and  that,  during  captain  Cook's  long- 
day  on  the  ifland  in  the  Endeavour,  there  had  been  few,  if 
any  indances,  that  women  among  the  better  fort  of  people 
had  demeaned  themfelves  fo  far.  After  a fliort  flay  with 
them,  I returned  to  our  trading  place,  but  finding  all  our 
boats  gone  off,  ventured  to  embark  in  a Angle  canoe,  with- 
out an  outrigger,  and  was  fafely  brought  on  board  the  Rc- 
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folution  for  a fingle  bead,  which  was  all  I had  left  after 
this  excuriion. 

At  day-break  the  next  morning  we  went  afliore  again, 
on  another  walk  to  the  eaftward.  We  obferved  the  plain 
to  widen,  as  we  advanced  beyond  the  call  point  of  Aitepe- 
ha  harbour,  and  of  courfe  growing  richer  in  bread-fruit 
and  coco-nut  trees,  bananas,  and  other  vegetable  produc- 
tions, on  moft  of  which  wc  faw  the  buds  of  a future  crop. 
The  houfes  of  the  natives  were  likewife  found  to  be  more 
numerous,  and  many  Teemed  to  us  neater  and  newer  than 
thofe  near  our  anchoring-place.  In  one  of  them,  which 
was  of  the  clofer  fort,  walled  in  with  reeds,  wc  faw  a great 
many  bundles  of  cloth,  and  cafes  for  targets  fufpended 
from  the  roof,  all  which,  as  well  as  the  houfe  itfelf,  we 
were  informed  belonged  to  Ahcatua.  We  walked  about 
two  miles  in  the  moft  delightful  groves  or  plantations  of 
fruit-trees,  where  the  natives  were  juft  returning  to  their 
various  employments.  Among  them  we  eafily  noticed 
the  manufacturers  of  cloth,  by  the  hollow  found  of  the 
mallet.  However,  it  muft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  the  ne- 
ccflities  of  thefe  people  urgently  required  their  conftanr 
application  to  work  } for  our  appearance  foon  gathered  a 
croud  of  them  about  us,  who  followed  us  all  day  as  far 
as  we  went,  and  fometimes  even  neglected  their  meals  on 
our  account..  It  was  not  without  fome  interefted  motives, 
that  they  attended  upon  us.  Their  general  behaviour  to- 
wards 
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*77s.  wards  ns  was  good-natured,  friendly,  and  I may  fay  offi- 

Accovt.  0 

cious ; but  they  watched  every  opportunity  of  conveying 
away  fome  trifles  with  amazing  dexterity,  and  many  among 
them,  whenever  wc  returned  the  kind  looks  they  gave  us. 
Or  fmiled  upon  them,  thought  that  a proper  time  to  take 
advantage  of  our  good  difjpofition,  and  immediately  with 
a begging  tone  faid,  tay>,  poe,  “ friend,  a bead !”  which, 
whether  we  complied  with  or  refufed,  did  not  alter  their 
good  temper.  When  thefe  petitions  became  too  frequent, 
we  ufed  to  mock  them,  by  repeating  their  words  in  the 
fame  tone,  which  always  produced  a general  peal  of  good- 
humoured  laughter  amongft  them.  Their  convcrfation  was 
commonly  loud,  and  it  feemed  that  our  appearance  was 
their  principal  topick  ; every  new-comer  was  immediately 
made  acquainted  by  the  others  with  our  names,  which  they 
reduced  to  a few  vowels  and  fofter  confonants,  and  was 
entertained  with  a repetition  of  what  we  had  faid  or  done 
that  morning.  His  firft  requeft  was  generally  to  hear  a 
mufleet  fired  off,  which  we  complied  with  on  condition 
that  he  flrould  fhew  us  a bird  as  a mark.  However,  we 
were  frequently  at  a lofs  how  to  behave,  when  he  pointed 
out  a bird  at  four  or  five  hundreds  yards  diftance,  as  they 
had  no  idea  that  the  effedts  of  our  fire-arms  were  limited 
to  a certain  fpace.  As  it  was  not  prudent  to  let  them  into 
this  myftery,  wc  always  pretended  that  wc  could  not  fee 
the  bird,  till  we  came  near  enough  to  Ihoot  it.  The  firft 
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explofion  frightened  them  confiderably,  and  on  fomc  pro- 
duced  fuch  violent  conflernation  that  they  dropped  down 
on  the  ground,  or  ran  back  about  twenty  yards  from  us, 
where  they  remained  till  we  quieted  their  fears  by  profef- 
fions  of  fricndfhip,  or  till  their  more  courageous  brethren 
had  picked  up  the  bird  which  we  had  killed.  But  they  foon 
became  more  familiar,  and  though  they  always  exprefled 
fome  fudden  emotion,  yet  they  conquered  hy  degrees  the 
appearance  of  fear. 

Notwithftanding  the  friendly  reception  which  we  met 
with  on  all  fides,  the  natives  were  very  anxious  to  keep 
their  hogs  out  of  fight,  and  whenever  we  enquired  for. 
them  feemed  uneafy,  and  either  told  us  they  had  none,  or 
allured  us  they  belonged  to  Ahcatua  their  king.  As  we 
perceived  their  rcludiance  to  part  with  thefe  animals,  we 
thought  it  bell  to  take  no  farther  notice  of  them,  and 
though  we  faw  great  numbers  of  them  confined  in  pigflyes 
alrnoft  in  every  hut,  we  pretended  not. to  know  that  there 
were  any-,  or  not  to  care  for  them  ; this  proceeding  wc  al* 
ways  found  had  the  good  effedt  of  encreafing  the  confidence.- 
of  the  people  towards  us. 

Having  advanced  a mile  or  two,  wc  fat  down  on  a few 
large  Hones,  which  formed  a kind  of  paved  area  before 
oneef  the  cottages,  and  defired  the  inhabitants  to  bring  us 
fome  bread-fruit  and  coco-nuts,  in  exchange  for  beads. 

They  very  readily  fupplied  us  with  a quantity  of  each,  on 
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Avo”st.  which  we  breakfafted.  The  croud  who  followed  us,  fat 
down  at  a diftancc  from  us,  at  our  defire,  in  order  that 
they  might  have  no  opportunity  of  fnatching  up  any  of  our 
arms,  or  other  apparatus,  which  we  were  obliged  to  lay 
out  of  our  hands,  while  we  made  our  meal.  To  add  to 
our  good  cheer,  wc  were  prefented  with  a coco-nut  (hell 
full  of  a kind  of  diminutive  frefli  fifli,  which  the  natives  are 
ufed  to  eat  raw,  without  any  other  faucc  than  fait  water. 
We  tailed  them,  and  found  them  far  from  difagrceable ; 
however,  as  we  were  not  ufed  to  cat  them  without  being 
dreffed,  we  diftributed  them,  with  the  remains  of  the  fruit, 
to  our  favourites  among  the  croud. 

Thus  refrefhed,  we  continued  our  walk,  but  turned  to- 
wards the  hills,  notwithftanding  the  importunities  of  the 
natives,  who  urged  us  to  continue  on  the  plain,  which  we 
eafily  perceived  arofe  merely  from  their  diflike  to  fatigue. 
We  were  not  to  be  diverted  from  our  purpofej  but  leaving 
behind  us  almoft  the  whole  croud,  we  entered,  with  a few 
guides,  a chafm  between  two  hills.  There  we  found  fcveral 
wild  plants  which  were  new  to  us,  and  faw  a number  of 
little  fwallows  flying  over  a fine  brook,  which  rolled  impe- 
tuoufly  along.  We  walked  up  along  its  banks  to  a perpen- 
dicular rock,  fringed  with  various  tufted  Ihrubbcrics,  from 
whence  it  fell  in  a cryflalline  column,  and  was  colle&ed  at 
<he  bottom  into  a fmooth  limpid  pond,  furrounded  with 
many  fpccics  of  odoriferous  flowers.  This  fpot,  where  we 
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had  a prof  peel  of  the  plain  below  us,  and  of  the  fea  beyond 
it,  was  one  of  the  moll  beautiful  1 had  ever  feen,  and  could 
not  fail  of  bringing  to  remembrance  the  mod  fanciful  de- 
feriptions  of  poets,  which  it  cclipfed  in  beauty.  In  the 
fhadc  of  trees,  wliofe  branches  hung  over  the  water,  we 
enjoyed  a pleafant  gale,  which  foftened  the  heat  of  the 
day,  and  amidft  the  folemn  uniform  noife  of  the  waterfall, 
which  was  but  fcldom  interrupted  by  the  whittling  of  birds, 
we  fat  down  to  deferibe  our  new  acquifitions  before  they 
withered.  Our  Tahcitian  companions  feeing  us  employed, 
likewife  relied  among  the  bullies,  viewing  us  attentively 
and  in  profound  filence.  We  could  have  been  well  pleafed 
to  have  patted  the  whole  day  in  this  retirement ; however, 
after  finifliing  our  notes,  and  fcafling  our  eyes  once  more 
with  the  romantiek  fccncry,  we  returned  to  the  plain.  Here 
we  obferved  a great  croud  of  the  natives  coming  towards 
us,  and  at  their  near  approach  perceived  two  of  our  fhip- 
mates,  Mr.  Hodges  and  Mr.  Grindall,  whom  they  fur- 
rounded  and  attended  on  their  walk.  We  foon  joined  them, 
and  refolvcd  to  continue  our  escurfion  together.  A youth, 
of  a very  promifing  countenance,,  who  had  diftinguiflied 
himfelf  by  flicwing  a particular  attachment  for  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, was  entrutted  with  Mr.  Hodges’s  port-folio,  where 
he  preferved  the  fketches  and  dcftgns,  which  he  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  making  on  his  walk.  No  favour, 
or  mark  of  afifc&ion  could  I believe  have  given  this  youth 
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fo  much  real  pleafure,  as  the  confidence  they  had  placed 
in  him,  upon  which  he  feemcd  to  value  himfclf  among  his 
countrymen.  Perhaps  this  circumftancc,  joined  to  the 
peaceable  appearance  of  our  gentlemen,  who  walked  with- 
out arms  of  any  kind,  had  a general  effeCt  upon  all  the 
people  that  furrounded  us,  as  their  familiarity  and  affec- 
tion feemed  much  encreafed.  We  entered  a fpacious  hut 
together,  where  we  faw  a large  family  aflembled.  An  old 
man,  with  a placid  countenance,  lay  on  a clean  mar,  and 
relied  his  head  on  a little  ftool,  which  ferved  as  a pillow. 
His  head,  which  was  truly  venerable,  was  well  furniflied 
with  fine  locks  of  a filvery  grey,  and  a thick  beard  a3 
white  as  fnow  defeended  to  his  bread.  His  eyes  were  live- 
ly, and  health  fat  on  his  full  cheeks.  I-lis  wrinkles, 

which  characterize  age  with  us,  were  few  and  not  deep ; 
for  cares,  trouble,  and  difappointment,  which  untimely 
furrow  our  brows,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  exid  in  this  hap- 
py nation.  Several  little  ones,  whom  we  took  to  be  his 
grand-children,  and  who,  according  to  the  cudom  of  the 
country,  were  perfectly  naked,  played  with  their  aged  an- 
cedor,  while  his  actions  and  looks  convinced  us,  that  the 
fimple  way  of  living  to  which  he  had  been  ufed,  had  not 
yet  blunted  his  fenfes.  Several  well-made  men  and  artlcfs 
nymphs,  in  whom  youth  fupplied  the  want  of  beauty,  fur- 
rounded  the  old  man,  and  as  we  came  in  feemed  to  be  in 
convcrfation  after  a frugal  meal.  They  defired  us  to  fit 
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down  on  the  mats  among  them,  and  we  did  not  give  them  avcuIt, 
time  to  repeat  their  invitation.  Their  curiofity,  which  had 
perhaps  never  before  been  gratified  with  the  fight  of  drang- 
ers,  now  prompted  them  to  examine  our  drefs  and  our  arms, 
without  bellowing  their  attention  longer  than  a moment  on 
any  fingle  object.  They  admired  our  colour,  piefl'ed  our 
hands,  feemed  to  wonder  that  we  had  no  punctures  on  them, 
nor  long  nails  on  our  fingers,  and  eagerly  enquired  for  our 
names,  which  when  known,  they  were  happy  to  repeat. 

Thefe  names,  as  they  pronounced  them,  were  not  fo  like  the 
originals  thar  an  ctymologid  could  eafily  have  deduced 
them,  but  in  return  they  were  more  harmonious,  and  eafi- 
ly pronounced.  Forfler  was  changed  into  M lain,  Hodges 
into  Oreo,  Grindall  into  Tcrino,  Sparrman  into  Pamanee,  and 
George  into  Teoree.  The  hofpitality  which  we  had  found 
under  every  roof,  was  not  wanting  here,  and  we  were  of- 
fered fomc  coco-nuts  and  e-vecs  to  quench  our  third  after 
the  lad  walk.  One  of  the  young  men  had  a flute  made  of 
a bamboo,  which  had  but  three  holes  ; he  blew  it  with 
his  nofirils  *,  whilft  another  accompanied  him  with  the 
voice.  The  whole  mufic,  both  vocal  and  inftrumcntal, 
confided  of  three  or  four  notes,  which  were  between  half 
and  quarter  notes,  being  neither  whole  tones  nor  fcmi-toncs. 

The  efl'cft  of  thefe  notes,  without  variety  or  order,  was  on- 
ly a kind  of  drowfy  hum,  which  could  not  indeed  hurt 
* See  Hawkcfworth. 
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the  car  by  its  difeordant  founds,  but  made  no  pleafing  im- 
preffion  on  our  minds.  It  is  furprifing  that  the  tafte  for 
mufic  fhould  be  fo  general  all  over  the  world,  when  the 
ideas  of  harmony  among  different  nations  are  fo  diflindt ! 
Charmed  with  the  pidlure  of  real  happinefs,  which  was 
thus  exhibited  before  us,  Mr.  Hodges  filled  his  port-folio 
with  fcveral  (ketches,  which  will  convey  to  future  times 
the  beauties  of  a fccne,  of  which  words  give  but  a faint 
idea.  While  he  was  drawing,  all  the  natives  looked  on 
with  great  attention,  and  were  highly  pleafed  to  find  out 
the  refemblance  between  his  performances  and  different 
perfons  among  them.  Our  acquaintance  with  their  lan- 
guage, which  we  were  at  great  pain3  to  improve,  was  as 
yet  very  imperfedf,  and  deprived  us  of  the  pleafure  which 
we  might  have  received  from  a converfation  with  thefe 
good  people.  A few  feparate  words,  and  an  interlude  of 
dumb  mimickry,  was  all  that  we  had  to  fupply  the  place 
of  a coherent  fpcech.  However.,  even  this  was  fufiicient  to 
amufe  the  natives,  and  our  docility  and  endeavours  to  pleafe 
feemed  to  be  at  lcaft  as  agreeable  to  them,  as  their  focial 
temper  and  willingnefs  to  give  inftrudtion  appeared  to  us. 
The  old  man,  without  changing  his  attitude,  and  continu- 
ing to  recline  his  head  on  the  ftool,  afked  us  feveral  little 
quefiions,  fuch  as  the  captain’s  name,  the  name  of  the 
country  we  came  from,  how  long  we  fhould  flay,  whether 
we  had  our  wives  on  board,  & c.  It  feemed  that  he  was 

already 
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already  apprifed  of  all  thefe  things  by  common  report,  but 
wiflied  to  have  them  confirmed  from  our  own  mouths. 
We  fatisfied  his  curiofity  as  well  as  we  could  on  thefe 
points,  and  after  diftributing  little  prefents  of  beads,  me- 
dals, and  other  trifles  to  his  family,  we  fet  forwards  once 
more  on  our  excurfion.  The  many  paufes  which  we  made 
at  the  hofpitable  huts  of  the  natives,  always  refreshed  us  fo 
much,  that  we  felt  no  manner  of  inconvenience,  and  could 
with  eafe  have  walked  round  the  whole  ifland  in  the  fame 
manner.  The  plain  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  offered 
no  impediment  to  our  progrefs  ■,  on  the  contrary,  its  paths 
were  well  beaten,  and  its  whole  furface  perfectly  level,  and 
covered  in  many  places  with  a fine  growth  of  grades.  Not 
a fingle  noxious  animal  appeared  to  deter  us,  and  not  even 
a gnat  or  mulkctoe  hummed  unpleafantly  about  us,  or 
made  us  apprehenfive  of  its  bite.  The  bread-fruit  groves, 
with  their  abundant  foliage,  intercepted  the  rays  of  the 
meridian  fun,  whofe  action  was  greatly  mitigated  by  a 
frefh  fea-breeze:  The  inhabitants  however,  who  were 

ufed  to  pafs  the  middle  of  the  day  in  repofe,  dropt  off  one 
by  one  in  the  bullies,  fo  that  only  a few  remained  with  us. 
After  we  had  walked  about  two  miles  farther  to  the  fouth 
eaftward,  we  came  to  the  fea-lhorc  at  a place  where  it 
formed  a little  inlet.  Here,  furrounded  on  all  fidcs  with 
plantations,  we  met  with  a glade,  or  lawn,  in  the  midfl  of 
which  we  faw  a marai  (burying-placc)  built  up  of  three 
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ranges  of  Rones,  like  fleps,  each  about  three  feet  and  a 
half  in  height,  and  covered  with  graflTcs,  ferns,  and  frnall 
flirubs.  Towards  the  country,  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
building,  there  was  an  oblong  enclofure  round  it  made  of 
Hone,  about  thtee  feet  high,  within  which  two  or  three 
folitary  coco-palms  and  fome  young  cafuarinas,  with  their 
weeping  branches,  gave  an  air  of  folcmnity  and  pleafing 
melancholy  to  the  fccne.  At  a little  diftance  from  the 
marai,  furrounded  by  a thick  fhrubbery,  we  faw  an  in- 
confiderable  hut  or  fired,  (lupaprw,)  where,  on  a kind  of 
ftage  about  bread  high,  a corpfc  was  placed,  covered  with 
a white  piece  of  cloth,  which  hung  down  in  various  folds. 
Young  coco-trees  and  bananas  were  fpringing  up,  and 
dragon-trees  blofloming  around  it.  Near  this  we  faw 
another  hut,  where  a quantity  of  eatables  lay  for  the  divi- 
nity,  (eatua,)  and  a pole  was  ftuck  in  the  ground,  on  which 
we  faw  a dead  bird  wrapped  in  a piece  of  a mat.  In  this 
laft  hut,  which  flood  on  a fmali  eminence,  we  obferved  a 
woman  fitting  in  a penfive  attitude,  who  got  up  at  our 
approach,  and  would  not  fuffer  us  to  come  near  her.  Wo 
offered  her  a fmali  prefent,  but  fire  refufed  to  touch  it. 
We  underftood  from  the  natives  who  were  with  us,  that 
flie  belonged  to  the  marai,  and  that  the  dead  corfe  was  alfo 
a woman’s,  whofe  obfequies  the  full  perhaps  was  per- 
forming. 

After 
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After  Mr.  Hodges  had  made  feveral  drawings  we  re- 
turned from  this  place,  which  had  really  fomething  grand 
in  its  appearance,  and  feemed  calculated  to  favour  religious 
meditation.  In  our  return  we  kept  along  the  fea-fhore, 
till  we  came  to  a fpacious  houfe,  very  pleafantly  lituated 
amidd  a grove  of  low  coco-palms,  loaded  with  fruit.  Two 
or  three  fried  little  fillies,  which  one  of  the  natives  fold  us 
for  a few  beads,  were  here  fliared  among  us,  to  flay  our 
appetite,  grown  very  keen  again  fince  our  breakfaft.  Se- 
veral of  our  company  likewife  bathed  in  the  fea,  as  a far- 
ther rcfrcfhmcnt  in  this  warm  climate,  and  having  after- 
wards bought  fome  pieces  of  cloth,  (abvw  s)  of  the  country 
fabrick,  drefled  in  them,  after  the  Taheitee  fafhion,  to  the 
infinite  pleafure  of  the  natives.  Our  walk  continued  along 
the  fhore  beyond  another  marai,  much  like  the  firft,  to  a neat 
houfe,  where  a very  fat  man,  who  feemed  to  be  a chief 
of  the  diftridt,  was  lolling  on  his  wooden  pillow.  Before 
him  two  fervants  were  preparing  his  defert,  by  beating  up 
with  water  fome  bread-fruit  and  bananas,  in  a large  wooden 
bowl,  and  mixing  with  it  a quantity  of  the  fermented  four 
palle  of  bread-fruit,  (called  maid.)  The  confidence  of  this 
mixture  was  fuch,  that  it  could  properly  be  called  a drink, 
and  the  indrument  with  which  they'  made  it,  was  a pcdle 
of  a black  polifhed  done,  which  appeared  to  be  a kind  of 
bafahes  *.  While  this  was  doing,  a woman  who  fat  down 

* See  Hawke fworth,  vol.  II.  p.  102. 
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aJ”Vt.  near  *1‘m>  crammed  down  his  throat  by  handfuls  the  re- 
mains of  a large  baked  filh,  and  fcveral  bread-fruits,  which 
he  fwallowed  with  a voracious  appetite.  His  countenance 
was  the  picture  of  phlegmatic  infenfibility,  and  feemed  to 
witnefs  that  all  his  thoughts  centred  in  the  care  of  his 
paunch.  He  fcarce  deigned  to  look  at  us,  and  a few  mo* 
nofyllables  which  he  uttered,  were  only  directed  to  remind 
his  feeders  of  their  duty,  when  we  attracted  their  attention. 
The  great  degree  of  fat  is  faction  which  we  had  enjoyed  on 
our  different  walks  in  this  ifland,  and  particularly  the  plea- 
fure  of  this  day’s  excurfion,  was  diminithed  by  the  appear- 
ance and  behaviour  of  the  chief,  and  the  reflections  which 
naturally  arofe  from  thence.  We  had  flattered  ourfelves 
with  the  pleafing  fancy  of  having  found  at  lcaft  one  little 
fpot  of  the  world,  where  a whole  nation,  without  being 
lawlefs  barbarians,  aimed  at  a certain  frugal  equality  in 
their  way  of  living,  and  whofe  hours  of  enjoyment  were 
juftly  proportioned  to  thofe  of  labour  and  reft.  Our  dis- 
appointment was  therefore  very  great,  when  we  faw  a 
luxurious  individual  fpending  his  life  in  the  moll  fluggilh 
inactivity,  and  without  one  benefit  to  fociety,  like  the  pri- 
vileged parafites  of  more  civilized  climates,  fattening  on 
the  fuperfluous  produce  of  the  foil,  of  which  he  robbed  the 
labouring  multitude.  His  indolence,  in  fome  degree,  re- 
fcmbled  that  which  is  frequent  in  India  and  the  adjacent 
kingdoms  of  the  tail,  and  deferved  every  mark  of  indigna- 
tion 
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tion  which  Sir  John  Mandeville  expreflcd  in  his  AGatic 
travels.  That  worthy  knight,  who,  top-full  of  chivalry, 
and  the  valourous  fpirit  of  his  time,  devoted  his  life  to 
conftant  activity,  was  highly  incenfed  at  the  fight  of  a 
monfter  of  lazinefs,  who  palled  his  days  “ withouten 
“ doynge  of  ony  dedcs  of  armes,”  and  lived  “ everemorc 
“ thus  in  efe,  as  a fwyn  that  is  fedde  in  fly,  for  to  ben 
“ made  fattc 

On 

• For  the  iatufadion  of  my  readers  I fliall  here  infert  the  account  which  the 
knight  gives  of  the  voluptuary  who  attracted  his  cenfure,  cfpccially  as  fcveral 
little  circumftances  ferve  to  make  the  fimilarity  between  him  and  the  Taheitian 
chief  more  perfect.— “ From  that  lond,  in  rcturnyngc  be  ten  jorneys  thorge  out 
“ the  lond  of  the  gretc  Cbane , is  another  godc  ylc  and  a great  kyngdom,  where 
“ the  kyng  is  fulle  riche  and  myghty.  And  amonges  the  riche  men  of  his 
44  contree  is  a paflynge  riche  man,  that  is  no  pryncc,  nc  duke,  ne  erl  ; but  he 
44  hath  mo  that  holden  of  him  londcs  and  other  lordfchipes:  for  he  is  more 
44  riche.  For  he  bathe  every  zeer  of  annullc  rente  3CCOCO  hors  charged  with 
11  corn  of  dyverfe  greyncs  and  ryzs  j and  fo  he  ledethe  a fulle  noble  lif  and  a 
“ dclycate,  after  the  cuflom  of  the  contrce.  For  he  hathe  every  day  50  fair 
44  damyfcles,  alle  maydenes,  that  ferven  him  cvere  more  at  his  mete,  and  for  to 
44  lyc  by  him  o night,  and  for  to  do  with  hem  that  is  to  his  pUfance.  And 
“ when  he  is  at  the  table,  ihei  bryngen  him  hys  mete,  at  every  tyme  5 and 
44  5 togedre.  And  in  bryngyngc  hire  fcrvyce,  thei  fyngen  a fong.  And  after 
44  that,  thei  kutten  his  mete,  and  putten  it  in  his  mouthe,  for  he  touchethc 
44  no  thing,  nc  handlcthe  nought,  but  holdcthe  cvercmore  his  hondes  before 
44  him  upon  the  table.  For  he  hathe  fo  longe  nayles,  that  he  may  take  no- 
44  thing,  nc  handle  no  thing,  for  the  nobleflc  of  rhat  contree  is  to  have  longe 
44  nay  let,  and  to  make  hem  growen  allc  ways  to  ben  as  longe  as  men  may.  - ■■  - 
44  And  alle  weys  theife  damyfcles,  that  I fpak  of  bcfoin,  fyngen  all  the  tyme 
44  that  this  riche  man  ctcthe : and  whan  that  he  etethc  no  more  of  his  fifft 
44  cours,  thanne  other  5 and  5 of  faire  damyfcles  bryngen  him  his  feconde 
44  cours  alle  weys  fyngynge  as  thei  diJc  befoxn.  And  fo  thei  don  contynucHy 
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On  leaving  this  Taheitian  drone  we  feparated,  and  I 
accompanied  MelT.  Hodges  and  Grindall,  whofe  good-na- 
tured friend,  the  carrier  of  the  port- folio,  had  earneftly 
. invited  us  to-  his  habitation.  We  arrived  there  towards  five 
in  the  evening,  and  found  it  a fmall  but  cleanly  cottage, 
before  which  a great  abundance  of  frefh  leaves  were  fpread 
on  a Itcrny  place,  and  a prodigious  quantity  of  the  beft 
coco-nuts  and  well-roafted  bread-fruit  were  laid  out'  in 
fine  order.  He  immediately  ran  to  two  elderly  perfons, 
who  were  bufy  in  frightening  the  rats  from  this  plentiful 
ftore  of  provifions,  and  introduced  them  to  us  as  his  pa- 
rents. They  exprefled  great  joy  on  feeing  the  friends  of 
their  fon,  and  entreated  us  to  fit  down  to  the  me3l  which 
lay  before  us.  We  were  at  firft  (truck,  with  aftonifhmcnt 
on  finding  it  entirely  prepared  at  our  arrival,  but  we  foon 
recolle«5ted  that  our  friend  had  fent  off  one  of  his  com- 
rades feveral  hours  beforehand,  very  probably  with  direc- 
tions to  provide  for  our  entertainment.  As  this  was  the 
firft  regular  meal  to  which  we  fat  down  this  day,  it  will 
eafily  be  conceived  that  we  fell  to  with  a good  appetite, 
and  gave  infinite  fatisfa&ion  to  the  good-natured  old  peo- 
ple and  the  generous-minded  youth,  who  all  feemed  to 


11  every  day  to  the  code  of  his  mete.  And  in  this  manere  he  ledcihe  his  lif,  and 
<(  fo  did  tbei  beforn  him  that  weren  his  aunceftrcs,  and  fo  fchulle  thei  that 
**  comm  aftre  him.”  See  the  Voyages  and  Travaylls  of  Sir  fein  Maundevi/e,  knight9 
J«g.  376. 
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think  thcmfelvcs  happy  in  the  honour  which  we  did  to 
their  excellent  cheer.  With  fuch  a venerable  pair  mini- 
firing  to  us,  if  I may  be  allowed  to  indulge  in  a poetical 
idea,  we  ran  fome  rilk  of  forgetting  that  wc  were  men, 
and  might  have  believed  ourfelves  fealled  by  the  hofpitablc 
Baucis  and  Philemon,  if  our  inability  to  reward  them  had 
not  reminded  us  of  mortality.  However,  all  the  beads 
and  nails  which  we  could  mufter  amongft  us  were  offered  to 
them,  rather  as  a mark  that  we  prefcrvcd  a grateful  fenfe 
of  their  good  heart,  than  its  any  retribution.  The  youth 
went  on  with  us  to  the  beach  oppofite  to  our  veflcls,  and 
brought  on  board  a great  quantity  of  provifions,  which  we 
had  left  unconfumcd  at  our  dinner.  He  wa3  there  pre- 
fented  with  a hatchet,  a fliirt,  and  various  articles  of  lefs 
value  by  his  friends,  and  returned  that  very  evening  on 
{bore  to  his  parents,  being  probably  enriched  beyond  his 
warmed  expectation. 

The  ufnal  trade  had  been  carried  on  about  the  ftrips, 
and  on  the  beach  oppofite  to  them,  during  our  abfence, 
without  any  material  incident,  except  Captain  Cook’s  meet- 
ing with  Tuahow,  the  fame  native  who  had  accompanied 
him  a confidcrablc  way  when  he  made  the  circuit  of  Ta- 
heitee  in  a boat,  in  the  courfe  of  his  firft  voyage  *.  We 
found  him  and  two  of  his  countrymen  on  board  at  our  re- 
turn, they  having  refolved  to  take  up  their  night's  lodging 

* See  ILiwkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  j6o,  1 6a,  &c, 
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with  us,  which,  though  ufual  at  Matava'i  Bay  during  the 
Endeavour’s  voyage,  none  had  hitherto  ventured  upon  in 
this  place.  Tuahow  being  already  familiarized  with  our 
way  of  living,  and  acquainted  with  the  various  objedts 
which  commonly  flruck  his  countrymen  with  wonder, 
eagerly  entered  into  difeourfe  with  us,  as  he  found  us  at- 
tentive to  his  queftions.  He  enquired  after  Tabane , Mr. 
Banks;  Tohmo,  Dr.  Solander;  Ttipayo , (Tupia)  and  feveral 
perfons  in  the  Endeavour  whofe  names  he  rccollcdicd.  He 
rejoiced  to  hear  that  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander  were 
well,  and  having  often  renewed  his  queftion,  always  re* 
ceived  the  fame  anfwcr  to  it upon  which  he  alked  whether 
they  would  not  come  back  to  Taheitcc,  accompanying  it 
with  a look  which  ftrongly  exprefled  the  wifli  of  feeing 
them  again.  When  he  heard  of  Tupaya’s  death,  he  was 
defirous  of  being  informed  whether  it  had  been  violent  or 
natural,  and  was  well  plcafed  to  hear  from  fuch  circum- 
flances  as  we  could  by  broken  words  and  figns  communi- 
cate to  him,  that  ficknefs  had  put  a period  to  his  life,  hi 
return,  we  queftioned  him  concerning  the  death  of  Toota- 
bilb,  w ho  had  appeared  as  the  afting  chief  of  the  ifland  in 
Captain  Cook’s  former  voyage.  We  plainly  underftood  that 
a great  naval  fight  had  happened  between  that  chief  and 
old  dbeatua*,  the  father  of  the  prefent  king  of  Tiarrabooj 
in  which  neither  party  had  gained  a deciCve  advantage; 

• C.iKsJ  If'akialut  in  HawkclWorth,  vol.  II.  p.  IJ7;  158. 
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but  that  Tootahah  afterwards  marching  his  army  acrofs 
the  ifthmus,  which  feparates  the  two  peninfulas,  had  been 
defeated  in  an  obflinate  engagement,  in  which  himfelf, 
Tu bora  1 -Tama ide,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diilindtion 
on  his  fide  were  flain.  A peace  was  foon  after  concluded 
with  O-Tw  the  king  of  O-Tahcitec*,  who,  after  Toota- 
hah’s  deceafe,  had  aflumed  the  power  of  the  fovereignty,  of 
which  before  he  had  only  enjoyed  the  title.  Old  Ahcatua, 
according  to  Tuahow’s  account,  died  but  a few  months 
after  this  peace,  and  his  fon,  of  the  fame  name,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuflom  of  this  country,  had  already,  during 
hi3  father's  life-time,  borne  the  title  of  te-aree  f (the  king,) 
and  received  the  honours  annexed  to  that  dignity,  now 
likewife  fucceeded  to  its  more  effential  part,  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs. 

This  fubjeft  being  exhaufled,  we  took  out  the  map  of 
O-Tahcitec,  (engraved  for  captain  Cooke’s  former  voyage) 
and  laid  it  before  Tuahow,  without  telling  him  what  it 
was.  He  was  however  too  good  a pilot,  not  to  find  it  out 
prefently  5 and  overjoyed  to  fee  a reprefentation  of  his  own 
country,  immediately  with  his  finger  pointed  out  the  fitua- 
tion  of  all  the  whennuas  or  diftridts  upon  it,  naming  them 
at  the  fame  time  in  their  order,  as  we  faw  them  written 

* Called  Outeu  in  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  154. 

f See  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  i5g,  159,  j6o,  175*  where  this  title  is 
conftantly  cxprclled  as  his  name, 
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on  the  chart.  When  he  came  to  O Whai-urua  the  next 
diftrift  with  a harbour,  to  the  fouth  of  our  prefent  ancho- 
ring-place, he  pulled  us  by  the  arm  to  look  on  attentively, 
and  related  that  there  had  been  a fliip  (pallet)  which  he 
called  paheino  Pcppe,  and  which  had  lain  there  five  days ; 
that  the  people  in  her  had  received  ten  hogs  from  the 
natives,  and  that  one  of  the  crew  ran  away  from  the  fhip, 
and  now  lived  upon  the  ifiand.  From  this  account  we 
concluded  that  the  Spaniards  had  fent  another  veffel  to 
examine  O-Taheitee,  probably  fir  ft  difeovered  by  their  navi- 
gators, and  which  of  late  years  had  been  fb  frequently 
vifited  by  the  Englilb,  as  might  juftly  roufe  their  attention, 
on  account  of  the  proximity  of  their  own  extenfive  pof- 
fellions  in  South  America.  Strange  as  it  may  feem,  the 
name  of  Peppc  confirmed  us  in  our  conjectures,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  vaft  difference  from  Efpana,  from  whence  we 
ftippofed  it  originated  ; becaufc  we  were  by  this  time  well 
acquainted  with  the  cuftom  of  mutilating  all  foreign  names, 
which  the  Taheitians  poffefs,  even  in  a higher  degree  than 
the  French  and  Englifh.  We  put  feveral  queflk>n6  relative 
to  this  fhip  to  Tuahow,  but  could  never  obtain  any  farther 
intelligence  from  him,  except  that  the  man  who  had  left 
it,  always  accompanied  Aheatua,  and  had  given  him  the 
advice  not  to  furnilh  us  with  any  hogs.  Whatever  fclf- 
interefted  or  bigoted  motives  that  man  may  have  had  to 
give  Aheatua  fuch  an  advice,  yet  it  feems  to  have  been  in 
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reality  the  mod  friendly  and  valuable  which  he  could  havo 
offered  to  his  protector.  The  way  to  keep  the  riches  of 
his  fubjefts,  among  which  are  their  hogs  in  the  country, 
and  to  prevent  new  wants  from  prevailing  among  a happy 
people,  was  to  get  rid  of  us  as  foon  as  he  could,  by  denying 
us  the  refrelhments  of  which  we  ftood  mod  in  need.  It 
were  indeed  fincerely  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  intercourfe 
which  has  lately  fubfided  between  Europeans  and  the 
natives  of  the  South  Sea  iflands  may  be  broken  off  in  time, 
before  the  corruption  of  manners  which  unhappily  cha- 
ra fieri fes  civilized  regions,  may  reach  that  innocent  race 
of  men,  who  live  here  fortunate  in  their  ignorance  and 
fimplicity.  But  it  is  a melancholy  truth,  that  the  dictates 
of  philanthropy  do  not  harmonize  with  the  political  fyf- 
tems  of  Europe ! 

Several  of  our  people  having  taken  a walk  on  fliore, 
the  next  day  returned  on  board  with  the  news,  that  they 
had  met  with  Aheatua,  who  was  at  lad  come  to  this  diftriid 
in  order  to  give  us  an  audience.  They  had  been  admitted 
into  his  prefence  without  any  ceremony,  and  his  majedy, 
in  the  midd  of  all  his  court,  had  given  up  one  half  of  his 
flool  (pappa),  to  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  our  mates,  who  was 
of  the  party.  He  had  at  the  fame  time  gracioufly  allured 
him,  that  he  wifiicd  to  fpcak  to  captain  Cook,  and  had 
as  many  hogs  to  give  him,  as  he  had  hatchets  to  pay  for 
them,  which  was  by  far  the  mod  agreeable  news  we  had 
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aJoVj't  heard  for  fome  time.  They  alfo  reported  that  they  had 
feen  a man  refcmbling  an  European  in  colour  and  feature, 
but  that  upon  fpeaking  to  him,  he  had  retired  into  the 
croud.  Whether  this  was  really  an  European,  or  whether 
the  flory  which  Tuahow  had  told  us  the  evening  before, 
had  wrought  upon  the  fancy  of  our  men  we  cannot  de- 
termine ; fo  much  however  is  certain,  that  none  of  us  ever 
faw  him  afterwards. 

Monday  »3.  In  confequencc  of  Aheatua’s  declaration,  the  captains, 
with  fcvcral  officers,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father,  and  myfclf, 
went  on  fhore  early  on  the  2 3d.  We  proceeded  about  a 
mile  along  the  river  from  which  we  filled  our  calks,  being 
conducted  by  Opao,  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  lodged  on 
board.  A great  croud  coming  down  towards  us,  thofe 
who  furrounded  us  pulled  off  their  upper  garments,  fo  as 
to  uncover  their  ffioulders,  which  is  a mark  of  rcfpeCt  due 
to  the  king.  We  prcfently  joined  the  croud,  in  the  midft 
of  whom  Aheatua  fat  down  on  a large  llool,  cut  out  of  folid 
wood,  which  one  of  his  people  had  hitherto  carried.  He 
immediately  recollected  captain  Gook,  and  made  room  for 
him  on  his  llool,  while  captain  Furneaux,  and  the  reft  of 
us,  chofe  large  ftoncs  for  our  feats.  An  immenfe  number 
of  natives  thronged  about  us  on  all  tides,  and  included  us 
in  a very  narrow  circle,  incrcafing  the  heat  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, that  the  king's  attendants  were  frequently  obliged  to 
keep  them  back,  by  beating  them. 
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O-Aheatua,  the  king  of  O-Tahcitec-eetee,  (Little  Ta- 
hcitce)  which  is  otherwife  called  Tiarraboo,  was  a youth  of 
feventeen  or  eighteen  years  of  age,  well-made,  about 
five  feet  fix  inches  high,  and  likely  to  grow  taller. 
His  countenance  was  mild,  but  unmeaning  ; and  rather 
exprefled  fome  figns  of  fear  and  diftruft  at  our  firft  meet- 
ing, which  fuited  ill  with  the  ideas  of  majefty,  and  yet  are 
often  the  chara&eriftics  of  lawlcfs  power.  His  colour  was 
of  the  fairclt  of  his  people,  and  his  lank  hair  of  a light- 
brown,  turning  into  reddifli  at  the  tips,  or  being  what  is 
commonly  called  Tandy.  He  wore  at  prefent  no  other  drefs 
than  a white  fa(h,  (marro)  round  the  waift  to  the  knees, 
made  of  the  bell  kind  of  cloth,  and  his  head  as  well  as  all 
the  reft  of  his  body  was  uncovered.  On  both  fidfes  of  him 
fat  fevcral  chiefs  and  nobles,  diftinguilhable  by  their  fupe- 
rior  ftature,  which  is  the  natural  effect  of  the  immenfe 
quantity  of  food  which  they  confume.  One  of  them  was 
pundtured  in  a furprifing  manner,  which  we  had  never 
Teen  before,  large  black  blotches  of  various  fliapes,  almoft 
covering  his  arms,  legs,  and  fides.  This  man,  whofe 
name  was  E-Tee,  was  alfo  remarkable  for  his  enormous 
corpulence,  and  for  the  deference  which  the  arce  (king) 
paid  to  him,  confulting  him  almoft  upon  every  occafion. 
The  king,  during  the  time  he  fat  on  the  flool,  which  was 
his  throne,  preferved  a grave  or  rather  ft  iff  deportment, 
fcarcc  to  be  expefted  at  his  years,  though  it  feemed  to  be 
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fludicd  and  affumcd,  only  to  make  our  meeting  mort 
folemn.  This  may  be  looked  upon  as  a kind  of  recom- 
mendation by  fome  men,  but  it  is  unhappily  a malk  of 
hypocrify,  which  we  fliould  hardly  have  expedted  at  Tahei- 
tee.  After  the  firft  fulutation,  captain  Cook  prefented 
Aheatua  with  a piece  of  red  baize,  a bed-fliect,  a broad 
axe,  a knife,  nails,  Iooking-glafles,  and  beads ; and  my 
father  gave  him  fimilar  prefents,  among  which  was  an  ai- 
grette or  tuft  of  feathers  fixed  on  a wire,  and  dyed  of  a brighr 
crimfon  •,  upon  this  his  majefty  fet  a particular  value,  and 
at  the  fight  of  it  the  whole  croud  gave  a general  fliout  of 
admiration,  exprcllld  by  the  word  aubay  f The  king  now- 
enquired  for  Mr.  Banks,  which  only  Tuahow  had  done  be- 
fore him,  and  then  afked  how  long  we  intended  to  flay, 
exprelling  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  wifhed  we  might  re- 
main five  months.  Captain  Cook’s  anfwer  was,  that  as  he 
did  not  receive  fufiicient  fupplies  of  provifions,  he  mud 
fail  immediately.  The  king  confined  his  firft  requeft  to 
one  month,  and  at  lafl:  to  five  days,  but  captain  Cook  per- 
fifted  in  his  refolution  j Aheatua  then  promifed  to  fend  us 
hogs  the  next  day,  but  as  this  had  been  repeatedly  faid  with- 
out any  confequence,  we  took  no  notice  of  it  now ; for  even 
in  a (late  fo  little  refined  as  Tiarraboo,  we  found  that  the 
real  benevolence  of  the  middle  clafs,  which  mauifefted  it- 
fclf  towards  us  in  hofpitality  and  a number  of  good 
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and  noble  actions,  gave  us  no  right  to  trull  the  fpecious 
politencfs  of  the  court  and  courtiers,  who  fed  our  hopes 
with  empty  promires. 

During  this  conference  the  croud,  amounting  at  lead  to 
five  hundred  perfons,  was  fo  exceflivcly  noify,  that  it  was 
impoffible  at  times  to  dillinguilh  a word;  and  on  thofe 
occafions  feme  of  the  king’s  attendants  with  a Stentor’s 
voice  called  out  mamm ! (be  filent,)  and  enforced  his  com- 
mand by  dealing  out  hearty  blows  with  a long  flick.  The 
aree  feeing  that  captain  Cook  was  not  to  be  perfuaded  to 
prolong  his  flay  in  this  harbour,  got  up,  and  walked  down 
along  the  river  with  us,  while  his  attendants  carried  his 
wooden  ftool,  and  the  kingly  prefents  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. On  this  walk  he  laid  afide  the  gravity,  which  was 
not  natural  to  hhn,  and  talked  with  great  affability  to  our 
common  people.  He  dclired  me  to  tell  him  the  names  of 
all  the  perfons  from  on  board  both  floops,  who  were  pre- 
fent,  to  which  he  added  the  queftion,  whether  they  had 
their  wives  on  board ! Being  anfwcred  in  the  negative, 
his  majefty  in  a fit  of  good  humour  defired  them  to  look 
for  partners  among  the  daughters  of  the  land,  which  they 
underftood  it  was  meant  at  prefent,  in  the  light  of  a 
mere  compliment.  He  fat  down  foon  after  clofc  to  a houfe 
of  reeds,  into  which  we  all  retired,  when  the  fun  appeared 
through  the  clouds.  Here  he  called  for  fome  coco-nuts, 
and  began  to  tell, the  (lory  of  the  Pabcj  no  Pcppe,  or  Spanifh 
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fhip,  of  which  Tuahow  had  given  us  ihe  firft  intimation. 
According  to  the  king’6  account  it  fecmcd  clear,  that  the 
ill  ip  had  been  at  Wba'i  Urua  live  months  before  us,  and  had 
lain  there  ten  days.  He  added,  that  the  captain  had  hanged 
fouv  of  his  people,  and  that  the  fifth  had  efcaped  the  fame 
punifliment  by  running  away.  This  European,  whom 
they  named  O-Pahootu,  wfe  enquired  after  to  no  purpofe, 
for  a long  while  ; till  his  majefty’s  attendants  feeing  us 
very  eager  to  become  acquainted  with  him,  allured  iis  he 
was  dead.  We  have  fince  heard  that  about  the  time  men- 
tioned by  the  natives,  Don  Juan  de  Langara  y Huanc,  fent 
out  from  the  port  of  Callao  in  Peru,  had  vifited  O-Taheitee, 
but  what  the  particulars  of  that  voyage  are,  has  never  tranf- 
pired.  While  we  remained  in  the  houfe  E-Tee,  the  fat 
chief,  who  fecmcd  to  be  the  principal  counfellorof  the  king, 
very  ferioufly  alkcd  us,  whether  we  had  a God  (Eatua)  in 
our  country,  and  whether  we  prayed  to  him  (e poore?) 
When  we  told  him,  that  we  acknowledged  a Divinity,  who 
had  made  every  thing,  and  was  invilible,  and  that  we  alfo 
were  accuftomed  to  addrefs  our  petitions  to  him,  he  fectned 
to  be  highly  pleafed,  and  repeated  our  words  with 
notes  of  his  own  to  feveral  perfons  who  fat  round  him. 
To  us  he  feemed  to  fignify,  that  the  ideas  of  his  country- 
men correfponded  with  ours  in  this  rcfpedl.  Every  thing 
concurs  indeed  to  convince  us,  that  this  fimplc  and  only 
juft  conception  of  the  Deity,  has  been  familiar  to  mankind 
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in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  and  that  only  by  the  cx- 
ceftive  cunning  of  a few  individual!,  thofe  complex  fyflems 
of  abfurd  idolatry  have  been  invented,  which  difgrace  the 
hiftory  of  almoft  every  people.  The  love  of  empire,  or  the 
purfuit  after  voluptuoufnefs  and  indolence,  feem  to  have 
infpired  the  numerous  branches  of  heathen  priefls  with  the 
idea  of  keeping  the  minds  of  the  people  in  awe,  by 
awakening  their  fupcrftition.  The  natural  love  of  the  mi- 
raculous has  made  it  eafy  for  them  not  only  to  put  their 
projects  in  execution,  but  likewife  to  weave  their  prejudices 
fo  firmly  into  the  web  of  human  knowledge,  that  to  this 
moment  the  greater  part  of  mankind  pay  them  homage,, 
and  blindly  fufler  thcmfelves  to  be  cheated  in  the  grofleft 
manner. 

While  E-Tcc  was  convcrfing  on  religious  matters,  king: 
Alieatua  was  playing  with  Captain  Cook’s  watch.  After 
curioufly  examining  the  motion  of  fo  many  wheels,  that 
feemed  to  move  as  it  were  fpontaneoufly,  and  fhewing 
his  aftonifhment  at  the  noife  it  made,  which  he  could  not 
exprefs  otherwife  than  by  faying  it  “ fpoke,”  (parou.J  he  re- 
turned it,  and  afked  what  it  was  good  for.  With  a great 
deal  of  difficulty  we  made  him  conceive  that  it  meafured 
the  day,  fimilar  to  the  fun,  by  whofe  altitude  in  the  heav- 
ens he  and  his  people  are  ufed  to  divide  their  time.  After 
this  explanation,  he  called  it  a little  fun,  to  fhew  us  that 
he  perfectly  underftood  our  meaning.  We  were  juft  get<- 
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Ai”?ir.  ting  up  to  return  towards  the  beach,  when  a man  arrived 
who  brought  a hog  along  with  him,  which  the  king  pre- 
fented  to  the  captain,  at  the  fame  time  promiGng  to  give 
him  another.  With  this  fmall  beginning  we  rcfted  fatis- 
Fted,  and  taking  our  leave,  without  any  troublefome  cere- 
mony, only  pronouncing  a hearty  tayo,  (friend,)  which  had 
more  meaning  in  it  than  many  a ftudied  fpeech,  we  re- 
turned on  board. 

In  the  afternoon  the  captains  went  on  fhore  with  us 
again  to  the  king,  whom  we  found  where  wc  had  left  him 
in  the  morning.  He  took  that  opportunity  of  requeuing 
the  captains  again  to  prolong  their  flay  at  lead  a few  days ; 
but  he  received  the  fame  anfwer  as  before,  and  was  plain- 
ly told,  that  his  rcfuGng  to  provide  us  with  live  dock  was 
the  reafon  of  their  intended  departure.  Upon  this  he  im- 
mediately fent  for  two  hogs,  and  prefented  one  to  each  of  the 
captains,  for  which  he  received  fome  iron-wares  in  return. 
A highlander,  who  was  one  of  our  marines,  was  ordered 
to  play  the  bagpipe,  and  its  uncouth  muftc,  though  almod 
infufferable  to  our  ears,  delighted  the  king  and  his  fubjetds 
to  a degree  which  we  could  hardly  have  imagined  poflible. 
The  didrud  which  we  perceived  in  his  looks  at  our  fird  in- 
terview was  now  worn  off ; and  if  we  had  daid  long 
enough,  an  unreferved  confidence  might  have  taken  its 
place,  to  which  his  youth  and  good-nature  feemed  to  make 
him  inclinable.  The  dudied  gravity  which  he  had  then  af- 
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fe£ted,  was  likewife  laid  aCdc  at  prefent,  and  fome  of  his  A'.”J,r 
a&ions  rather  partook  of  puerility,  among  which  I cannot 
help  mentioning  his  amufement  of  chopping  little  flicks 
and  cutting  down  plantations  of  bananas  with  one  of  our 
hatchets.  But,  inflead  of  cultivating  any  farther  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  we  took  our  laft  leave  towards  the  clofe  of 
the  evening,  and  returned  to  the  floops,  which  unmoored, 
before  night. 

The  inhabitants  feeing  us  prepare  for  failing  the  next  Tutrda  1 >4. 
morning,  came  off  in  a vaft  number  of  fmall  canoes,  load- 
ed with  coco-nuts  anil  other  vegetable  proviGons,  which 
they  fold  exceflively  cheap,  rather  than  mifs  the  laft  op- 
portunity of  obtaining  European  goods.  The  tafle  for 
baubles,  which  unaccountably  prevails  all  over  the  world 
in  different  degrees,  was  fo  extravagant  here,  that  a Angle 
bead  was  eagerly  purchafcd  with  a dozen  of  the  fineft  coco- 
nuts, and  fometimes  preferred  even  to  a nail,  though  the 
laft  might  be  of  fome  ufe,  and  the  bead  could  ferve  merely- 
as  an  infigniGcant  ornament.  We  obferved  that  the  trade 
was  carried  on  much  fairer  this  time  than  at  our  arrival, 
the  natives  being  perhaps  apprehenfive  that  any  little  fraud, 
might  break  off  a commerce,  in  which  they  now  appeared 
deeply  interefted.  They  accompanied  us  for  this  purpofe 
till  we  were  a mile  or  two  without  the  reefs,  and  then  re- 
turned to  the  beach,  where  we  had  left  lieutenant  Pickerf- 
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fent  difpofition. 

We  were  now  able  to  breathe  a little,  after  the  continual 
hurry  which  had  been  the  ncceflary  confequcnce  of  the 
multiplicity  of  new  objedts  around  us,  and  of  the  fhort 
fpacc  of  time  which  we  had  to  obferve  them.  This  inter- 
val of  repofe  was  the  more  acceptable,  as  it  gave  us  leifure 
to  indulge  the  reflections  which  had  crouded  upon  us  dur- 
ing our  flay.  The  rcfult  of  thefe  was  a convidtion,  that 
this  ifland  is  indeed  one  of  the  happiell  fpots  on  the  globe. 
The  rocks  of  New  Zeeland  appeared  at  firft  in  a favourable 
light  to  our  eyes,  long  tired  with  the  conftant  view  of  fea, 
and  ice,  and  fky ; but  time  ferved  to  undeceive  us,  and  gave 
us  d^ily  caufe  of  diflike,  till  we  formed  a juft  conception 
of  that  rude  chaotic  country.  But  O-Taheitee,  which  had 
prefented  a pleafing  profpedt  at  a diftance,  and  delayed 
its  beauty  as  we  approached,  became  more  enchanting  to 
us  at  every  excurfion  which  we  made  on  its  plains.  Our 
long  run  out  of  fight  of  land  might  have  been  fuppofed 
at  firft  to  have  had  the  fame  cfTedf  as  at  New  Zeeland  ; but 
our  flay  confirmed  inftead  of  deftroying  the  emotions 
which  we  had  felt  at  the  firft  fight ; even  though  we  had 
no  room  to  be  fo  well  pleafed  with  the  refrclhments  we 
had  obtained,  which  were  not  by  far  fo  plentiful  as  the  fifli 
and  wild-fowl  of  New  Zeeland,  and  flill  obliged  us  to  have 
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recourfe  to  fait  provilions.  The  feafon  of  the  year,  which 
anfwered  to  our  month  of  February,  had  naturally  brought 
on  a fcarcity  of  fruits ; for  though  it  does  not  manifcft  it- 
felf  here  by  refrigerating  the  air,  as  in  countries  remote 
from  the  tropics,  yet  it  is  the  feafon  when  all  vegetation 
recovers  the  juices  which  have  formed  the  late  crop,  and 
prepares  them  for  a new  one.  At  this  time  feveral  trees  en- 
tirely Ihed  their  leaves,  feveral  plants  died  away  to  the 
very  root,  and  the  remaining  ones  looked  parched  on  ac* 
count  of  the  want  of  rain,  which  commonly  takes  place 
then,  becaufe  the  fun  is  in  the  oppofite  hcmifphere.  The 
whole  plain  therefore  was  arrayed  in  a fober  brownilh  and 
fometimes  fallow  colour.  Only  the  lofty  mountains  pre- 
ferved  richer  tints  in  their  forefts,  which  are  fupplied  with 
more  moifture  from  the  clouds  that  hang  on  their  fummits 
almoft  every  day.  From  thence,  among  other  things,  the 
natives  brought  great  quantities  of  wild  plantanes  ( vebeej , 
and  that  perfumed  wood  (e-abdi),  with  which  they  give 
their  coco-nut  oil  (monoej,  a very  fragrant  fmell.  The 
Chattered  Rate  in  which  we  faw  the  tops  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, feemed  to  have  been  the  work  of  an  earthquake ; 
and  the  lavas,  of  which  many  of  the  mountains  confift, 
and  of  which  the  natives  make  feveral  tools,  convinced  us 
of  the  exiftence  of  former  volcanoes  on  this  ifland.  The 
rich  foil  of  the  plains,  which  is  a vegetable  mould,  mixed 
with  volcanic  decays,  and  a black  irony  fand,  which  is 
VoL- l-  S s often 
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often  found  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  are  farther  proofs  of 
this  aflertion.  The  exterior  ranges  of  hills  arc  fometimes 
entirely  barren,  and  contain  a great  quantity  of  ydlowifli 
clay,  mixed  with  iron*ochre ; but  others  are  covered  with 
mould,  and  wooded  like  the  higher  mountains.  Tieces  of 
quartz  arc  fometimes  met  with  here,  but  we  never  faw  in- 
dications of  precious  minerals  or  metals  of  any  kind,  iron 
excepted,  and  of  that  there  were  but  fmall  remains  in  the 
lavas  which  we  picked  up ; but  the  mountains  may  per- 
haps contain  fome  iron-ore  rich  enough  for  fuGon.  As  to- 
to  the  piece  of  falt-petre,  as  big  as  an  egg,  which  Captain 
Wallis  mentions  as  a produXof  Tahcitce*,  with  allrefpeift 
for  his  nautical  abilities,  I beg  leave  to  doubt  of  its  cxift- 
ence,  Gnce  native  falt-petre  has  never  yet  been  found  in 
folid  lumps,  as  appears  from  Cronftcdt's  Mineralogy. 

The  view  of  O-Tahcitec,  along  which  we  now  failed' 
to  the  northward,  fuggcftcd  thcfe  curfory  obfervations  on 
its  foflil  productions,  while  our  eyes  remained  eagerly  fixed 
on  the  fpot  which  had  afforded  us  fuch  a fund  of  real 
amufemcnt  and  inllruflion.  Our  reflexions  were  only 
interrupted  by  the  fummons  to  dine  on  frefli  pork,  which 
wTas  inftantly  obeyed  with  an  alacrity,  that  fufliciently 
proved  our  long  abftinence.  We  were  agreeably  fur- 
prifed  to  find  this  pork  entirely  free  from  the  lufeious 
iichncfs  which  makes  it  refill  the  llomach  fo  foon  in  Eu- 


* See  HawkcfWQrth,  vol.  I.  p.  457. 
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rope ; the  fat  was  to  be  compared  to  marrow,  and  the  lean 
had  almoft  the  tender  tafte  of  veal.  The  vegetable  diet 
which  the  hogs  are  ufed  to  at  O-Taheitcc,  fccms  to  be  the 
principal  caufe  of  this  difference,  and  may  have  had  fomc 
influence  even  on  the  natural  inflinfts  of  thefe  animals. 
They  were  of  that  fmall  breed  which  is  commonly  called 
the  Chinefe,  and  had  not  thofe  pendulous  ears,  which 
according  to  the  ingenious  count  de  Buffon,  are  the  cha- 
racters of  flavery  in  animals.  They  were  likewife  much 
cleanlier  than  our  European  hogs,  and  did  not  feem  to  have 
that  Angular  cuflom  of  wallowing  in  the  mire.  It  is  cer- 
tain that  thefe  animals  are  a part  of  the  real  riches  of  the 
Taheitians,  and  we  faw  great  numbers  of  them  at  Aitepcha, 
though  the  natives  took  great  pains  to  conceal  them.  But 
they  are  fo  far  from  being  their  principal  dependence,  that 
I believe  their  total  extirpation  would  be  no  great  lofs, 
efpecially  as  they  are  now  entirely  the  property  of  the 
chiefs.  They  kill  their  hogs  very  feldom,  perhaps  only 
on  certain  folemn  occafions  j but  at  thofe  times  the  chiefs 
cat  pork,  with  the  fame  unbounded  greedinefs,  with  which 
certain  fets  of  men  are  reproached  at  the  turtle  feafts  in 
England ; while  the  common  fort  rarely,  if  ever  tafte  a 
little  bit,  which  is  always  held  as  a great  dainty  among 
them.  Notwithftanding  this,  all  the  trouble  of  breeding, 
bringing  up,  and  fattening  the  hogs  is  allotted  to  the  lowed 
clafs  of  people. 
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We  were  becalmed  in  the  evening,  and  during  a great 
part  of  the  night,  but  had  a S.  E.  wind  the  next  morning, 
fo  that  we  flood  in  fhore  again,  in  fight  of  the  northern- 
mod  part  of  O-Taheitee,  and  of  the  adjacent  ifle  of  Eimeo. 
The  mountains  here  formed  larger  mafles,  which  had  a 
more  grand  effeft  than  at  Aitepeha.  The  Hopes  of  the 
lower  hills  were  likcwifc  more  confiderable,  though  almoft 
entirely  dcftitutc  of  trees  or  verdure  ; and  the  ambient 
border  of  level  land,  was  much  more  extenGvc  hereabouts, 
and  fcemed  in  fome  places  to  be  above  a mile  broad.  To- 
wards ten  o’clock  we  had  the  plcafure  to  fee  feveral 
canoes  coming  off  from  the  fhore  towards  us.  Their  long 
narrow  fails,  confiding  of  feveral  mats  fowed  together, 
their  dreamers  of  feathers,  and  the  heap  of  coco-nuts  and 
bananas  on  board,  had  all  together  a pidturcfque  appear- 
ance. For  a few  beads  and  nails  they  difpofed  of  their 
cargoes,  and  returned  on  fhore  to  take  in  another.  About 
noon  our  boat  arrived  with  lieutenant  Pickerfgill,  who  had 
been  very  fuccefsful  in  trading  at  Aitepeha,  having  purchafed 
nine  hogs  and  a quantity  of  fruit.  His  majefly,  Aheatua, 
had  been  prefent  at  the  trading- place  the  whole  time,  and 
after  feating  himfelf  near  the  heap  of  iron  wares,  which 
our  people  had  brought  on  fhore,  defired  to  market  for 
them,  and  was  extremely  equitable  in  giving  hatchets  of 
different  kinds  for  hogs  of  proportionate  fizes.  In  the 
intervals  however,  he  amufed  himfelf  as  he  had  done  the 
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evening  before,  with  chopping  fmall  flicks,  with  which 
our  failors  were  much  entertained,  and  after  their  man- 
ner made  many  fhrewd  obfervations  on  triflers.  Mr.  Pick- 
crfgill  having  expended  his  flock  in  trade,  put  off  from 
Aitepeha  in  the  afternoon,  and  came  the  fame  evening  to 
Hiddea,  the  diftrift  of  O-Rettee  (Ereti)  where  M.  de  Bougain- 
ville lay  at  an  anchor  in  1768.  Here  he  was  hofpitably 
entertained  by  the  worthy  old  chief,  who  is  fo  juftly  cele- 
brated by  that  gallant  French  navigator ; and  the  next  morn- 
ing his  brother  Tarooree  embarked  with  our  officer,  in  order 
to  vifit  the  fhip*  which  they  faw  in  the  offing.  When  he 
came  on  board  we  found  he  had  a kind  of  impediment  in 
his  organs  of  fpeech,  by  which  means  he  fubftituted  a 
K wherever  the  language  required  a T ; a fault  which  we 
afterwards  obferved  in  feveral  other  individuals.  He 
favoured  us  with  his  company  at  dinner,  as  well  as  another 
native  named  O-Wahow,  who  was  the  firft  that  had  come 
aboard  from  this  part  of  the  ifland,  and  to  whom  my  father 
had  immediately  prefented  a few  beads  and  a fmall  nail, 
merely  to  try  his  difpofition.  In  return  he  produced  a 
fifli-hook  neatly  made  of  mother  of  pearl,  which  he  gave 
to  his  new  friend.  A larger  nail  was  the  reward  of  this 
good-natured  atflion ; and  on  the  receipt  of  this  he  fent 
his  boy  to  the  fhore  in  his  canoe.  Towards  four  o'clock 
the  canoe  returned,  and  brought  on  board  this  man's 
brother,  and  a prefent  of  a number  of  coco  nuts,  feveral 
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avII'it.  bunches  of  bananas,  and  a clothing-mat.  There  was  fome- 
thing  fo  generous  in  O-Wahow's  way  of  asking,  above  all 
the  little  ideas  of  bartering,  that  we  could  not  fail  to 
exprcfs  the  higheft  regard  for  him.  A much  more  con- 
fiderable  prefent  was  returned  to  him,  rather  to  confirm 
him  in  his  noble  fentiments,  than  as  a compenfation  for 
his  gift.  With  that  he  retired  in  the  evening,  promifing 
to  return  to  us  again,  and  exprelfing  fuch  extravagant 
emotions  of  joy  as  are  commonly  the  effeCts  of  unexpected 
good  fortune. 

In  the  mean  while  we  gradually  approached  the  fliore, 
a faint  breeze  helping  us  on,  and  the  evening- fun  illumi- 
nating the  landfcape  with  the  richeft  golden  tints.  We  now 
difeerned  that  long  projecting  point,  which  from  the  obferv- 
ation  made  upon  it,  had  been  named  Point  Venus,  and 
cafily  agreed,  that  this  was  by  far  the  molt  beautiful  part 
of  the  ifland.  The  diflriCt  of  Matavai,  which  now  opened 
to  our  view,  exhibited  a plain  of  fuch  an  extent  as  we  had 
not  expedted,  and  the  valley  which  we  traced  running  up 
between  the  mountains,  was  itfelf  a very  fpacious  grove, 
compared  to  the  little  narrow  glens  in  Tiarraboo.  We 
hauled  round  the  point  about  three  o’clock,  and  faw  it 
croudcd  with  a prodigious  number  of  people,  who  gazed 
at  us  with  fixed  attention ; but  as  foon  as  we  came  to  an 
anchor,  in  the  fine  bay  which  it  flickers,  the  greater  part  of 
them  ran  very  precipitately  round  the  whole  beach,  and  acrofs 
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Onc-trec-hill  to  O-Parre,  the  next  diftrift  to  the  weftward. 

Among  the  whole  croud,  we  faw  only  a (ingle  man  whofe 
(boulders  were  covered  with  a garment,  and  he,  according 
to  our  friend  O-Wahow’s  teftimony,  was  O-Too,  the  king 
of  O-Tahciice-Nuc  (the  Greater  Taheitee.)  His  perfon  was 
tall,  and  very  advantageoufly  proportioned,  but  he  ran  very 
nimbly  along  with  his  fubjefts,  which  the  natives  on  board 
attributed  to  his  apprehenftons  on  our  account. 

Though  it  was  near  fun-fet  when  we  came  to  an  anchor,  . 
yet  our  decks  were  in  a (hort  time  crouded  with  natives  of 
all  ranks,  who  recognized  their  old  friends  in  many  of  our 
officers  and  Tailors,  with  a degree  of  reciprocal  joy,  which 
cannot  eaGly  be  deferibed.  Among  them  was  the  old,  ve- 
nerable O-Whaw,  whofe  peaceable  charadler  and  good 
offices  to  our  people,  are  taken  notice  of  in  the  account  of 
Lieutenant  Cook’s  firft  voyage,  particularly  upon  the  occa- 
(ion  when  one  of  the  natives  was  murdered*.  He  imme- 
diately rccolle&cd  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  and  calling  him  by  his 
Taheitean  name,  Pctrodcro,  enumerated  on  his  fingers, 
that  this  was  the  third  vifit  he  made  to  the  illand,  that  gen- 
tleman having  been  here  both  in  the  Dolphin  and  the  En- 
deavour. A chief,  named  Maratata  %,  paid  captain  Cook 
a viGt  with  his  lady,  (Tedua)-Erararee,  who  was  a very 
well-looking  young  woman,  and  both  received  a number 

• See  Hjwlccfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  83,  90,  91. 

£ Ibid.  p.  157,  Mara'iwta.  * 
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of  prefents,  though  it  appeared  that  thefe  were  their  foie 
motives  for  coming  on  board.  A very  tall,  fat  man,  the 
father-in-law  of  Maratata,  accompanied  them,  and  was 
equally  fortunate  in  collecting  prefents  amongft  us,  which 
he  took  no  other  method  to  obtain,  than  down-right 
begging.  They  all  exchanged  names  with  us  in  fign  of 
friendffiip,  every  one  choofing  a particular  friend,  to  whom 
he  was  attached  ; cuftoms  which  we  had  never  obferved  in 
our  former  anchoring  place,  where  the  natives  were  in- 
finitely more  referved,  and  in  fome  degree  diffident  of  our 
intentions.  Towards  feven  o’clock  they  left  the  ffiip,  not 
without  promifing  to  return  the  next  morning,  which, 
from  the  good  reception  they  had  met  with,  did  not  feem 
to  admit  of  a doubt. 

All  night  the  moon  (hone  clear  in  a doudlcfs  iky,  and 
filvered  over  the  poliffied  furface  of  the  fea,  while  the 
landfcapc  lay  before  us  like  the  gay  production  of  a fertile 
and  elegant  fancy.  A perfect  filcnce  reigned  in  the  air, 
which  was  agreeably  interrupted  by  the  voices  of  feveral 
natives  that  had  remained  on  board,  and  enjoyed  the  beauty 
of  the  night  with  their  friends,  whom  they  had  known  in 
a former  voyage.  They  were  feated  at  the  fides  of  the 
veffel,  and  difeourfed  on  feveral  topics,  making  their  words 
more  intelligible  by  different  figns.  We  liftened  to  them, 
and  found  that  they  chiefly  put  queflions  concerning  what 
had  happened  to  our  people  fince  their  lafl  feparation,  and 
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gave  accounts  in  their  turn  of  the  tragical  fate  of  Tootahah, 
and  his  friends.  Gibfon,  the  marine,  who  was  fo  much 
delighted  with  this  ifland,  in  captain  Cook’s  former  voyage, 
that  he  made  an  attempt  to  flay  behind*,  was  now  chiefly 
engaged  in  this  converfation,  as  he  underftood  more  of  the 
language  than  the  reft  of  the  crew,  and  was  on  that  ac- 
count greatly  valued  by  the  natives.  The  confidence  which 
thefe  people  placed  in  us,  and  their  familiar,  unreferved 
behaviour,  gave  us  infinite  fatisfaCiion,  as  it  contraftcd  fo 
well  with  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Aitepcha.  We  now 
faw  the  character  of  the  natives  in  a more  favourable  light 
than  ever,  and  were  convinced  that  the  remembrance  of  in- 
juries, and  the  fpirit  of  revenge,  did  not  enter  into  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  good  and  Ample  Taheitians.  It  mull  furely 
be  a comfortable  reflection  to  every  fenfible  mind,  that 
philanthropy  feems  to  be  natural  to  mankind,  and  that  the 
favage  ideas  of  diftruft,  malevolence,  and  revenge,  are  only 
the  confcquenccs  of  a gradual  depravation  of  manners. 
There  are  few  inftances  where  people,  who  are  not  abfo- 
lutely  funk  to  a ftate  of  barbarifm,  have  aCtcd  contrary  to 
this  general  peaceable  principle.  The  difeoveries  of  Co- 
lumbus, Cortez,  and  Pizarro  in  America,  and  thofe  of 
Mendanna,  Quiros,  Schoutcn,  Tafman  $,  and  Wallis  in  the 
South  Sea,  agree  in  this  particular.  It  is  highly  probable, 

* See  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  176,  179. 

$ We  except  the  favages  of  New  Zeeland. 
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that  the  attack  which  the  Taheitians  made  upon  the  Dol- 
phin, took  its  origin  from  fome  outrage  unknowingly  com- 
mitted by  the  Europeans j and  fuppofing  it  did  not,  if  felf- 
prefervation  be  one  of  the  firft  laws  of  nature,  furely  from 
all  appearances  thefe  people  had  a right  to  look  on  our 
men  as  a fet  of  invaders,  and  what  is  more  than  all,  to  be 
apprehenfive  that  even  their  liberty  was  at  flake.  When, 
after  a fatal  difplay  of  fuperior  European  force,  they  were 
convinced  that  nothing  farther  than  a fhort  flay  for  refrefh- 
ment  was  intended,  that  the  ftrangers  who  came  among 
them  were  not  entirely  deftitude  of  humane  and  equitable 
fentiments  ; in  fhort,  when  they  found  that  Britons  were 
not  more  favage  than  thcmfclvcs,  they  were  ready  to  open 
their  arms  to  them,  they  forgot  that  they  had  had  a dif- 
ference, and  bid  them  partake  of  each  kindly  production 
of  their  ifle.  They  all  exerted  themfelves  in  at51s  of  hofpi- 
tality  and  teflimonies  of  friendfhip  from  the  lowcfl  fubjetft 
to  the  queen,  that  every  one  of  their  guefts  might  have 
reafon  to  fay,  he  regretted  his  departure  from  this  friendly 
fliore : 

Invitus,  regin  a,  tuo  tie  litore  cclE  ! Virgii.. 
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Account  of  our  TranfacUmt  at  Matava'i  Bay. 

/'"'APTAIN  Cook,  in  his  voyage  in  the  Endeavour,  had  ThurMij  ti, 
obferved  that,  in  order  to  obtain  a fufficient  fupply 
of  refrelhmcnts  at  Matavai  Bay,  it  was  abfolutcly  neccfiary 
to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the  fovereign,  unlefs  peaceable 
mcafures  were  entirely  to  be  rejected,  and  the  tragedies  of 
former  times  be  repeated.  With  this  view  he  refolvcd  to 
begin  his  operations  here  in  the  morning,  by  going  to  the 
province  of  O Parre,  where  king  O-Too  refided.  He  did 
not,  however,  leave  the  Grip  till  Maratata  and  his  wife  had 
been  on  board  agreeable  to  their  promife.  In  return  for 
the  prefents  which  they  had  received  the  evening  before, 
they  gave  fome  pieces  of  their  bell  cloth  to  the  captain,  and 
were  very  proud  to  be  admitted  into  the  great  cabin,  while 
the  reft  of  their  countrymen  were  obliged  to  Hay  without. 

As  foon  as  Captain  Furneaitx  was  come  on  board  from  the 
Adventure,  Captain  Cook  embarked  in  the  pinnace  with 
him,  accompanied  by  Doftor  Sparrman,  my  father,  and 
myfclf.  Maratata,  without  any  ceremony,  likewife  came 
in  with  his  wife,  and  immediately  occupied  the  beft  place 
in  the  flern.  A croud  of  attendants  followed  them,  till  the 
boat  was  fo  full,  that  our  people  found  it  impollrble  to  ply 
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Auou*t.  their  oars.  The  greater  part  of  thefe  unbidden  guefts  were 
therefore  obliged  to  leave  it,  to  their  vifible  difappoint- 
ment ; for  they  feemed  to  have  fet  a great  value  upon  the 
liberty  of  fitting  in  our  boat,  which  was  fre/h  painted,  and 
had  a pleafant  green  awning  to  Ikreen  us  from  the  fun. 
We  rowed  acrofs  the  bay,  and  approached  the  fhore  near  a 
point  where  a thick  fhrubbery  furrounded  a marai  of  /lone, 
fuch  as  we  had  already  obferved  in  Aitepcha.  This  ceme- 
tery and  place  of  worfhip  was  known  to  Captain  Cook  by 
the  name  of  Tootahah’s  marai,  but  when  lie  called  it  by 
this  name,  Maratata  interrupted  him,  intimating  that  it 
was  no  longer  Tootahah's  after  his  death,  but  was  known 
at  prefent  as  O-Too’s  marai.  A fine  moral  for  princes, 
daily  reminding  them  of  mortality  whilft  they  live,  and 
teaching  them  that  after  death  they  cannot  even  call  the 
ground  their  own  which  their  dead  corfe  occupies! — -The 
chief  and  his  wife  on  palling  by  it,  took  their  upper  gar- 
ment from  their  fhouldera,  which  is  a mark  of  refpeft 
indiscriminately  paid  at  the  marai  by  all  ranks  of  people, 
and  feems  to  annex  a particular  idea  of  fanftity  to  thefe 
places.  Perhaps  they  arc  fuppofed  to  be  favoured  with  the 
more  immediate  prefence  of  the  Deity,  agreeably  to  the 
opinion  that  has  been  entertained  of  public  places  of  wor- 
fhip at  all  times  and  among  all  nations. 

After  paffing  the  marai,  we  rowed  for  fomc  time  clofc 
along  one  of  the  finefl  dillriels  of  O-Taheitee,  where  the 
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plains  feemed  to  be  very  fpacious,  and  the  mountains  ran 
with  a very  eafy  flope  into  a long  point.  A prodigious 
number  of  inhabitants  lined  the  fhores,  which  were  covered 
with  graffes,  and  fliaded  with  numerous  palms  clofc  to  the 
water’s  edge.  Here  we  landed,  amidft  the  joyful  acclama- 
tions of  the  multitude,  and  were  conducted  to  a group  of 
houfes,  hid  under  fpreading  fruit-trees.  Before  one  of  the 
larged  we  faw  an  area  twenty  or  thirty  yards  fquare,  fur- 
rounded  by  an  enclofurc  of  reeds,  not  above  eighteen  inches 
high,  in  the  middle  of  which  the  king  was  feated  crofs-legg- 
cd  on  the  ground,  in  a great  circle  of  perfons  of  both  fexes, 
who  feemed  to  be  of  the  highed  rank  in  the  ifland  from 
their  dature,  colour  and  deportment.  Some  of  our  failors 
laid  down  a number  of  prefents  before  him,  which  ferved 
as  Captain  Cook’s  credentials.  We  all  followed,  and  were 
intreated  to  fit  down  around  the  king.  The  refpetft  which 
was  paid  to  the  fovereign  by  all  ranks  of  people,  and  which 
confided  in  uncovering  the  fhoulders  in  his  prefence,  did 
not  prevent  them  from  thronging  around  us  on  all  fides 
with  the  greated  eagernefs  of  curiofity.-  The  croud  was 
beyond  comparifon  more  numerous  than  at  our  interview 
with  Aheatua,  and  the  king’s  attendants  in  different  corners 
of  the  area  were  obliged  to  exert  themfelves  in  order  to 
keep  them  within  bounds.  One  in  particular  displayed 
his  activity  in  a furious  manner  to  clear  the  way  for  us, 
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by  beating  them  unmerciful!}',  breaking  fevcral  Ricks  on 
their  heads,  and  no  doubt  breaking  their  heads  too. 

E come  quel  eh’  ancor  dc  la  pazzia 
Non  era  ben  guarito  interamente  ; 

Per  allargarc  inrunzi  al  Re  la  via, 

Mcnava  quclla  mazza  fra  la  gente, 

Ch’  un  imbriaco  fvizzero  paria 
Di  quei,  che  con  villan  modo  infolente, 

Sogliono  innanzi  *1  Papa  il  di  di  fefla, 

Rom  pc  re  a chi  le  braccia,  a chi  la  lefta,  "Tassoni, 

Notwithftanding  this  fevere  treatment,  they  returned  as 
obftinately  to  the  charge  as  an  Englifli  mob,  but  bore  the 
infolcncc  of  the  king’s  officers  with  more  patience.  The 
king  of  O-Taheitee  had  never  feen  our  people  during  cap- 
tain Cook’s  firft  voyage,  probably  in  confequence  of  the  po- 
litical views  of  his  uncle  Tootahah,  who  at  that  time  had 
the  whole  management  of  affairs  in  his  hands,  and  who 
might  be  apprehenfive  of  lofing  his  confequence  among  the 
Europeans,  if  they  ffiould  once  know  that  he  was  not  the 
gtcateft  man  on  the  idand.  Whether  Tootahah’s  power 
was  to  be  confidcrcd  as  an  ufurpation,  or  not,  is  not  cafily 
to  be  determined ; fo  much  however  may  be  alledged 
againft  him,  that  the  king  himfclf  feemed  to  us  to  be  a 
man  of  twenty-four  or  twenty -five  years  of  age.  O-Too 
was  the  talleft  man  whom  we  faw  on  the  whole  ifland  which 
he  governs,  meafuring  fix  feet  and  three  inches  in  height. 
His  whole  body  was  proportionately  ftrong  and  well-made, 
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without  any  tendency  to  corpulence.  His  head,  notwitb- 
ftanding  a certain  gloominefs  which  feemed  to  exprefs  a 
fearful  difpofuion,  had  a majcdic  and  intelligent  air,  and 
there  was  great  expreflion  in  his  full  black  eyes.  He  wore 
firong  whifkers,  which  with  his  beard,  and  a prodigious 
growth  of  curled  hair,  were  all  of  a jetty  black.  His 
portrait  is  engraved  from  Mr.  Hodges’s  drawing,  for  cap- 
tain Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage.  The  fame  habit  of 
body,  and  the  fame  fingular  quantity  of  hair,  which  flood 
puffed  up  all  about  the  head  intricately  entwined  and  curl- 
ed, charactcrifed  his  brothers,  one  a youth  of  about  fixteen, 
another  ten  years  of  age,  and  likewife  his  fitters,  of  which 
the  elded  now  prefent  feemed  about  twenty- fix.  The  wo- 
men of  O-Tahcitee  in  general,  cut  their  hair  rather  fhort ; 
it  was  therefore  a very  uncommon  appearance  on  the  heads 
of  tliefe  ladies,  and  may,  for  ought  we  know,  be  a privilege 
referved  only  to  thofe  of  the  royal  family.  Their  rank 
however  did  not  exclude  them  from  the  general  etiquette  of 
uncovering  the  fhoulders  in  the  king’s  prcfcncc,  a ceremony 
which  afforded  the  whole  fex  numberlefs  opportunities  of 
difplaying  an  elegant  figure  to  the  greated  advantage. 
The  Ample  drapery  of  a long  white  piece  of  cloth,  like  a 
mufiin,  was  to  be  turned  an  hundred  different  ways,  ac- 
cording to  the  convenience,  or  the  talents  and  fine  tade  of 
the  wearer  ; no  general  fafhions  force  them  to  disfigure,  in- 
dead of  adorning  themfelvcs,  but  an  innate  graccfulnefs 
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m/”it  'vas  companion  of  fimplicity.  The  only  perfon  ex- 
empted from  the  general  cuftom  of  uncovering  the  fhoulder 
was  the  king’s  h'oa  *,  one  of  his  fervants,  whom  we  could 
not  better  compare  than  to  the  lord  in  waiting,  and  of 
whom  we  underftood  there  were  twelve  who  officiated  by 
turns.  Some  of  them  were  the  fame  gentlemen  who  had 
difplayed  their  dexterity  before,  by  dealing  out  hearty  blows 
to  the  crowd.  The  number  of  uncles,  aunts,  coufins,  and 
other  relations  of  his  majefty,  amongft  whom  we  were 
feated,  vied  with  each  other  in  bellowing  kind  looks  upon 
us,  making  profeffions  of  friendffiip,  and — begging  for 
beads  and  nails.  The  methods  to  obtain  thefe  trifles  from 
us  were  very  different,  and  confequcntly  not  always  equally 
fuccefsful.  When  we  diilributed  a few  beads  to  one  fet  of 
people,  fome  young  fellows  would  impudently  thruft 
their  hands  in  between  them,  and  demand  their  ffiare,  as 
though  it  had  been  their  due  ; thefe  attempts  we  always 
made  it  ourbufinefs  to  difeourage  by  a flat  refufal.  It  was 
already  become  difficult  to  deny  a venerable  old  man,  who 
with  a hand  not  yet  palfted  by  age,  vigoroufly  prefled 
ours,  and  with  a perfeft  reliance  upon  our  good  nature, 
whifpered  the  petition  in  our  ears.  The  elderly  ladies  in 
general  made  fure  of  a prize,  by  a little  artful  flattery. 
They  commonly  enquired  for  our  names,  and  then  adopted 

• Sec  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  243.  eowa  no  r tartt,  by  which  U meant  t-hoa 
no  te  arety  (a  friend  to  the  king.) 
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us  as  their  fons,  at  the  fame  time  introducing  to  us  the  fcveral  A'U7JJ-5T 
relations,  whom  we  acquired  by  this  means.  After  a fcrics 
of  little  carefles,  tire  old  lady  began,  Alma  poe-hiee  no  te  tayo 
mtitua  ? “ Have  you  not  a little  bead  for  your  kind  mother  ?” 

Such  a trial  of  our  filial  attachment  always  had  its  defired 
efTeft,  as  wc  could  not  fail  to  draw  the  moft  favourable 
concluflons  from  thence  in  regard  to  the  general  kind  dif- 
pofition  of  the  whole  people : for  to  cxpe<5l  a good  quality 
in  others,  of  which  we  ourfelvcs  are  not  pofiefled,  is  a 
refinement  in  manners  peculiar  to  polifhed  nations.  Our 
other  female  relations  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  with  fome 
fhare  of  beauty,  and  conftant  endeavours  to  pleare,  laid  a 
claim  to  our  affections  by  giving  thcmfclvcs  the  tender 
name  of  fillers  ; and  all  the  world  will  agree  that  this 
attack  was  perfectly  irrefiftiblc. 

In  a little  time  we  met  wiffi  an  ample  return  for  our 
prefents,  efpccially  ftom  the  ladies,  syho  immediately  fent 
their  attendants  (Towtows)  for  large  pieces  of  their  belt 
cloth,  dyed  of  a fca,rlct,  rofe,  or  draw  colour,  and  perfumed 
with  their  choicell  fragrant  oils.  Thefe  they  put  over  our 
cloathes,  and  loaded  us  fo  well  that  we  found  it  difficult 
to  move  in  them.  A variety  of  queftions  concerning  Ta- 
banc  (Mr.  Banks),  Tolano  (Dr.  Solander),  and  many  of 
their  former  acquaintances,  immediately  followed  the  more 
material  bufinefs  erf  receiving  prefents  ; but  Tupaya  (Tupia) 
or  as  he  was  more  commonly  called  Parua,  notwithftanding 
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the  extenfive  knowledge  of  which  he  feems  to  have  been 
poffeffed,  and  which  wc  expe&ed  fliould  have  endeared  him 
to  his  countrymen,  was  only  mentioned  by  one  or  two 
perfons,  who  received  the  news  of  his  death  with  perfect 
indifference.  Whilft  we  were  engaged  in  this  converfation, 
our  Highlander  performed  on  the  bag-pipe  to  the  infinite 
fatisfaftion  of  all  the  Taheitians,  who  liftened  to  him  with 
a mixture  of  admiration  and  delight.  King  O-Too  in  par- 
ticular was  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  mufical  abilities,  which 
I have  already  obferved  were  mean  enough,  that  he  ordered 
him  a large  piece  of  the  coarfer  cloth  as  a reward  for  his 
trouble. 

As  this  vifit  was  merely  a vific  of  ceremony,  we  foon 
got  up  to  return  to  our  boat,  but  were  detained  a little 
longer  by  the  arrival  of  E-Happai  * the  father  of  the 
fovereign.  He  was  a tall,  thin  man,  with  a grey  beard 
and  hair,  feemed  to  be  of  a great  age,  but  was  not  yet 
entirely  worn  out.  He  received  the  prefents  which  our 
captains  made  him,  in  a cold  carelefs  manner,  which  is 
natural  to  old  people  whofe  fenfes  are  confiderably  im- 
paired. The  accounts  of  former  voyagers  had  already 
apprifed  us  of  that  ftrange  conftitution,  by  virtue  of  which 
the  fon  affumes  the  fovercignty  in  his  father’s  life  time  f, 
but  we  could  not  without  furprize,  behold  the  aged  Happai", 

• Sec  Hawbcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  154.  Whappai.  | Ibid,  p.  IJ4, 
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naked  to  the  waift  in  his  fon’s  prefence,  conform  to  the 
general  cuftom.  Thus  the  ideas  univerfally  annexed  to 
confanguinity,  are  fupprefled  in  order  to  give  greater 
weight  to  the  regal  dignity,  and  I cannot  help  thinking 
that  fuch  a facrificc  to  political  authority,  argues  a greater 
degree  of  civilization  than  has  been  allowed  to  the  Tahci- 
tians  by  our  former  navigators.  However,  though  Happai 
was  not  inverted  with  the  fupreme  command,  his  birth  and 
rank  entitled  him  to  deference  from  the  common  people, 
and  to  a proper  fupport  from  the  king.  The  province  or 
diftrift  of  O Parre,  was  therefore  under  his  immediate 
orders,  and  fupplied  not  only  his  wants,  but  tliofe  alfo  of 
his  attendants.  After  a very  fliort  ftay  with  this  old  chief, 
we  parted  from  him,  and  from  the  king  his  fon,  and  re- 
turned on  board  in  the  pinnace,  which  Maratata  had  oc- 
cupied during  the  whole  time  of  our  interview,  priding 
himfelf  very  much  on  his  fuppofed  intereft  with  us.  Dur- 
ing our  abfence  feveral  tents  had  been  erefted  on  Point 
Venus,  for  the  convenience  of  our  wood-cutters  and  wa- 
terers,  and  the  fick  of  the  Adventure.  The  aftronomers  of 
both  veflels  had  likewife  fixed  their  obfervatory  nearly  on 
the  fame  fpot,  where  Mr.  Green  and  captain  Cook  had  ob- 
ferved  the  tranfit  of  Venus.  We  found  a great  number  of 
inhabitants  about  the  veflels,  and  among  the  reft  feveral 
of  the  better  fort  of  people,  who  having  accefs  to  all  parts 
of  the  fliip,  followed  every  body  with  their  petitions  for 
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•aIVJIt.  beads  and  other  prefents.  The  captains  to  evade  their 
endlefs  importunities  went  on  fhorc  to  the  tents,  and  thither 
we  accompanied  them  in  order  to  fee  what  natural  pro- 
diuRions  the  country  afforded.  Another  excuriion  of  the 
fame  kind  was  made  in  the  afternoon,  but  as  both  were 
confined  to  an  inconfiderable  diftance,  our  difeoveries  only 
confided  of  a few  plants  and  birds  which  we  had  not  feen 
at  Aitepeha. 

F.w.jr  %7.  The  next  morning  very  early,  a number  of  canoes 
came  to  the  ffiip  from  Parre,  and  in  one  of  the  fmalleft, 
the  king  in  perfon  brought  many  prefents  to  captain  Cook, 
A live  hog,  a very  large  fifli  called  a cavalha  ([comber  hippos), 
and  an  albecore  ready  dreffed,  about  four  feet  long,  with 
many  balkcts  of  palm-leaves  containing  bread  fruit  and 
bananas,  were  handed  up  to  the  deck  fucceffivcly.  Captain 
Cook  flood  on  the  fliip’s  fide,  entreating  his  majefty  to 
come  on  board,  but  he  did  not  ftir  from  his  feat,  till  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  the  beft  cloth  of  the  country  had 
been  wrapped  round  the  captain,  encreafing  his  bulk  to 
a prodigious  dimenfion.  After  this  ceremony,  Too,  with 
a countenance  which  betrayed  a good  deal  of  diffidence, 
ventured  to  come  upon  the  quarter-deck,  and  embraced 
the  captain,  who  in  conjunftion  with  his  officers  and 
ourfclvcs,  devifed  all  poffible  means  to  quiet  thefe  appre- 
henfions.  Our  quarter-deck  was  now  fo  crouded  with  the 
king’s  relations,  that  he  was  requefted  to  come  into  the 
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cabin  j but  the  defcent  between  decks  was  fo  hazardous 
an  enterprizc  according  to  his  ideas,  that  he  could  by  no 
means  be  prevailed  on  to  attempt  it,  till  he  had  fent  down 
his  brother,  a fine  a<5tive  youth  about  fixteen  years  of  age, 
who  placed  a perfect  confidence  in  us.  Having  re- 
connoitred the  cabin,  and  finding  it  to  his  liking,  he 
made  his  report  accordingly  to  the  king,  who  imme- 
diately ventured  down.  He  received  a great  number 
of  valuable  prefents  from  captain  Cook,  who  began  to 
find  himfclf  very  warm  under  his  load  of  cloth.  The 
principal  people  accompanied  his  majefty  into  the  ca- 
bin, but  they  croudcd  in  fo  fall,  that  it  was  almoft  impof- 
fible  to  flir  for  them,  fcvery  one  of  tliefc,  as  I have  al- 
ready mentioned,  chofe  his  particular  friend  amongft  U3, 
and  reciprocal  gifts  fealed  every  new  connection.  Captain 
Furneaux  being  arrived  on  board,  we  took  an  opportunity 
of  fitting  down  to  our  breakfaft,  when  they  feemed  perfect- 
ly eafy,  having  prevailed  on  them  to  feat  thcmfelvcs  on 
chairs,  which  (truck  them  with  their  novelty  and  conveni- 
ence. The  king  paid  great  attention  to  our  breakfaft, 
which  was  a mixture  of  Englilh  and  Taheitian  provifions, 
and  was  much  furprifed  to  fee  us  drink  hot-water  *,  and  eat 
bread-fruit  with  oil  f.  Though  he  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  tafte  our  food,  feveral  of  his  attendants  were  not  fo  cau- 
tious, but  eat  and  drank  very  heartily  of  whatever  we  fet 
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before  them.  After  breakfaft  O-Too  faw  my  father’s  fpa- 
niel,  a fine  dog,  but  in  very  bad  order  at  that  time,  and 
very  dirty  from  the  pitch,  tar,  and  other  uncleanlinefs  on 
board  the  £hip.  Notwithftanding  tliefe  defedts,  the  king 
exprefled  a great  defire  of  becoming  his  matter,  and  made 
a requeft  to  that  purpofe,  which  was  readily  complied  with. 
He  immediately  commanded  one  of  the  lords  in  waiting, 
or  boas,  to  take  the  dog  into  his  cuftody ; and  in  conformity 
to  his  orders,  this  man  ever  after  carried  the  dog  behind 
his  majefty.  The  king  foon  after  told  captain  Cook  that 
he  wiflied  to  return  on  lhore,  and  went  on  deck  with  all 
his  attendants,  carrying  with  him  the  prefents  which  he 
had  received.  Captain  Furncaux  took  that  opportunity  of 
prefenting  to  him  a fine  pair  of  goats,  male  and  female, 
which  he  had  brought  from  on  board  his  own  veffel  the 
fame  morning.  We  fuccecded  very  well  in  our  attempt  to 
make  him  comprehend  the  value  of  thefe  animals,  and  the 
manner  of  treating  them ; for  he  promifed  that  he  would 
never  kill  nor  feparate  them,  and  take  great  care  of  their 
offspring.  The  pinnace  was  now  ready,  and  the  king 
embarked  in  it,  with  the  captains  and  feveral  other  gentle- 
men, and  proceeded  to  the  royal  refidence  at  O-Parre.  Dur- 
ing this  paffage  he  appeared  highly  contented,  alkcd  a 
number  of  queftions,  and  feemed  to  have  entirely  con- 
quered his  former  fears.  His  enquiries  chiefly  concerned 
the  goats,  which  had  attracted  all  his  attention,  and  we 
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could  never  tell  him  too  often  what  they  fliould  feed  upon, 
and  how  they  were  to  be  managed.  As  foon  as  we  came 
on  fliore,  we  pointed  out  to  him  a fine  fpot  of  ground,  co- 
vered with  a good  bed  of  graffes,  in  the  (hade  of  bread- 
fruit trees,  and  defired  that  the  goats  might  always  be  kept 
in  fuch  places.  At  our  landing  the  Ihore  was  croudcd 
with  people,  who  exprefled  their  joy  on  feeing  their  Sove- 
reign by  loud, acclamations.  Among  them  wc  difeerned  the 
late  Tootahah’s  mother,  a venerable  grey-headed  matron, 
who,  on  feeing  captain  Cook,  ran  to  embrace  him,  as  the 
friend  of  her  deccafed  fon,  and  wept  aloud  at  the  remem- 
brance of  her  lofs.  We  paid  the  tribute  of  admiration  due 
to  fuch  fenfibility,  which  endears  our  fellow-creatures  to  us 
wherever  it  is  met  with,  and  affords  an  undeniable  proof 
of  the  original  excellence  of  the  human  heart. 

From  hence  we  haftened  away  to  our  tents  at  Point 
Venus,  where  the  natives  carried  on  a regular  trade  with 
vegetables  of  all  forts,  which  fold  at  very  low  rates,  a 
fingle  bead  being  given  for  a baiket  of  bread-fruit  or  a 
bunch  of  coco-nuts.  My  father  there  met  his  friend 
O Wahow,  who  prefented  him  with  a great  quantity  of 
fruit,  fome  filh,  fome  good  cloth,  and  fome  mother  of 
pearl  hooks.  This  prefent  deferved  a compenfation,  but 
the  generous  Tahcitian  abfolutely  refufed  to  take  any 
thing,  faying  that  he  gave  thefe  things  as  a friend,  and 
without  any  lucrative  view.  It  feemed  as  if  every  thing 
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had  confpired  this  day  to  give  us  a favourable  idea  of  the 
amiable  nation  among  whom  we  refided. 

We  returned  on  board  to  dinner,  and  palled  the  after- 
noon there  in  the  occupations  of  defcribing  and  drawing 
obje&s  of  natural  liiftory.  The  decks  in  the  mean  while 
were  conftantly  croudcd  with  natives  of  both  fexes,  prying 
into  every  corner,  and  dealing  whenever  they  found  an  op- 
portunity. In  the  evening  we  beheld  a feene  new  and 
ftriking  to  ourfelves,  though  familiar  to  thofe  who  bad 
been  at  Tahcitee  before.  A great  number  of  women  of 
the  lowed  clals,  having  been  previoufly  engaged  by  our 
iailors,  remained  on  board  at  fun-fct,  after  the  departure 
of  all  their  country  people  to  the  Ihore.  We  had  obferved 
indanccs  of  the  venality  of  the  Tahcitian  females  at  Aite- 
peha ; but  whatever  might  have  been  their  condefcenfion. 
towards  our  people  in  day-time,  they  had  never  ventured 
to  pafs  a night  on  board.  The  women  of  Matavai  had 
dudied  the  difpoCtions  of  Britilh  feamen  much  better,  and 
knew  that  they  ran  no  rilk  by  entrufting  thcmfclves  to 
their  care  ; but  on  the  contrary  might  make  fure  of  every 
bead,  nail,  hatchet,  or  Ihirt  which  their  lovers  could 
muder.  This  evening  was  therefore  as  completely  dedi- 
cated to  mirth  and  plcafure,  as  if  we  had  lain  at  Spithead 
inflcad  of  O-Taheitee.  Before  it  was  perfectly  dark  the 
women  aflembled  on  the  forecalUe,  and  one  of  them  blow- 
ing a flute  w ith  the  noftrils,  all  tire  reft  danced  a variety  of 
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dances  ufual  in  their  country,  amongft  which  there  were 
fome  that  did  not  cxadtly  corrcfpond  with  our  ideas  of  de- 
cency. However,  if  we  confidcr  that  the  fimplicity  of  their 
education  and  of  their  drefs,  makes  many  actions  perfect- 
ly innocent  here,  which,  according  to  our  cuftoms,  would 
be  blameable,  we  cannot  impute  that  degree  of  unbounded 
licentioufnefs  to  them,  with  which  the  proflitutcs  of  civi- 
lized Europe  are  unhappily  reproached.  As  foon  as  it  was 
dark  they  retired  below  decks,  and  if  their  lovers  were  of 
fuch  a quality  as  to  afford  them  frefli  pork,  they  fupped 
without  referve,  though  they  had  before  refufed  to  eat  in 
the  prefence  of  their  own  countrymen,  agreeably  to  that 
incomprchenCblc  cuftom  which  feparates  the  fexes  at  their 
meals.  The  quantities  of  pork  which  they  could  confume 
were  aftonilhing,  and  their  greedinefs  plainly  indicated  that 
they  were  rarely  if  ever  indulged  with  that  delicious  food 
in  their  own  families.  The  inllanccs  of  fenfibility  in  Too- 
tahah's  mother  and  in  O-Wahow,  and  the  favourable  ideas 
which  we  had  from  thence  formed  of  the  Taheitians  were 
fo  recent  in  our  memories,  that  we  w^cre  much  hurt  at  the 
fight  of/thefe  creatures,  who  had  entirely  forgot  the  duties 
of  life,  and  abandoned  thcmfelves  to  the  brutal  fway  of  the 
pafftons.  That  there  fltould  exift  fo  great  a degree  of  im- 
morality in  a nation,  otherwife  fo  happy  in  its  fimplicity, 
and  in  the  fewnefs  of  its  wants,  is  a rcfle&ion  very  dif- 
graceful  to  human  nature  in  general,  which,  viewed  to  its 
Vol.  I.  X x greateft 
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AuBi-tT.  grcaieft  advantage  here,  is  nevcrthelefs  imperfedl,  Is  h 
not  to  be  lamented,  that  the  bed  gifts  of  a benevolent 
Creator  feem  to  be  the  molt  liable  to  frequent  abufe,  and 
that  nothing  is  fo  eafy  to  mankind  as  error ! 

Saturday  »i.  Early  the  next  morning  O -Too,  with  his  filler  Tedua- 
Towrai,  and  feveral  relations,  came  along-fide,  and  fent 
up  a hog  and  a large  albecore  into  our  veflel,  but  would 
not  come  on  board.  He  had  a fimilar  prefent  for  captain 
Furncaux,  but  refufed  to  go  to  the  Adventure  till  my  fa- 
ther went  with  him.  The  ceremony  of  Twaddling  the 
captain  in  O-Taheitee  cloth  was  performed  again  before  his 
majefty  ventured  on  board ; but  that  being  over,  he  fecth- 
ed  to  think  himfelf  Life  amongll  us,  and  came  on  the  deck, 
where  captain  Furncaux  gave  him  a variety  of  prefents. 
His  filler  Tedua-Towrai  was  on  board  the  Refolution  in  the 
mean  while,  and  all  the  women  paid  her  the  fame  rcfpedl 
by  uncovering  the  Ihoulders,  which  the  whole  nation  owes 
to  the  king.  The  adlive  youth  T'-Aree  Watow,  who  was 
with  the  king  his  brother,  had  the  fame  honours  paid  to 
him ; and  it  appeared  to  us  that  the  title  Arte,  though  com- 
mon to  all  the  chiefs  of  diftridls,  and  the  nobility  in  gene- 
ral, was  yet  applied  by  way  of  excellence  to  the  perfons 
of  the  royal  family.  O-Too  foon  left  the  Adventure,  re- 
joined his  filler  on  board  the  Refolution,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  both  the  captains  to  Parrc. 

On 


.... 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


339 


On  the  29th  at  day-break  we  landed  at  our  tents,  and 
proceeded  into  the  country  with  an  intention  to  examine  Sund,)'  ’’ 
its  productions.  A copious  dew,  which  had  fallen  during 
night,  had  rcfrefhed  the  whole  vegetable  creation,  and  con- 
tributed, together  with  the  early  hour  of  the  morning,  to 
make  our  walk  extremely  pleafam.  We  found  but  few 
natives  at  the  tents,  fome  of  whom  attended  us  to  the  ford 
in  the  river,  and  for  a bead  a-piece  carried  us  acrofs,  where 
it  was  twenty  yards  wide,  without  our  wetting  a foot.  As 
we  entered  the  grove,  we  perceived  the  inhabitants  in  their 
houfes  juft  getting  up,  and  faw  many  of  them  performing 
their  cuftomary  ablution  in  the  adjacent  river  of  Matavai. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  frequent  bathing  in  this  warm 
climate  is  extremely  falutary,  and  particularly  in  the 
morning,  when  the  water,  being  frefli  and  cool,  cannot  but 
be  highly  inftrumcntal  in  bracing  the  fibres,  which  might 
otherwife  become  too  much  relaxed.  The  cleanlincfs 
which  refults  from  this  cuftom,  is  certainly  one  of  the 
bed  prefervatives  againft  putrid  diforders,  and  has  the 
farther  advantage  of  making  thefe  people  enjoy  the  com- 
forts of  fociety  in  a higher  degree  than  thofe  favages  who 
feem  to  fhun  the  water,  and  become  indifferent  to  each 
other,  and  loathfome  to  ftrangers  by  their  fqualid  appear- 
ance, and  fetid  exhalations.  We  walked  on  till  we  came 
to  a little  hut,  the  lowly  dwelling  of  a poor  widow  with  a 
numerous  family.  Her  eldeft  fon,  Noona,  a lively  boy 
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about  twelve  years  old,  had  always  been  particularly  at- 
tached to  the  Europeans,  and  being  extremely  quick  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  underftood  us  much  better  at  half  a word, 
than  many  of  his  countrymen  with  all  the  geflures  we 
could  invent,  and  after  we  had  ranfacked  our  vocabularies. 
This  boy,  who,  with  a dark  almolt  chefnut-brown  colour,  com- 
bined a fet  of  plcafing,  good-natured  features,  had  agreed 
the  evening  before,  to  become  our  guide  on  this  day’s  ex- 
curfion.  At  our  approach  we  found  his  mother,  who  had 
provided  a number  of  coco-nuts  and  fomc  other  provifions- 
for  us,  fitting  on  the  fione3  before  her  cottage,  and  her 
children  afiembled  about  her,  the  youngefl  of  which  was- 
not  above  four  years  old.  She  feemed  to  be  atflive  enough, 
but  however  of  fuch  an  age,  that  we  had  fomc  difficulty 
to  believe  her  the  mother  of  fuch  young  children,  in  a 
country  where  we  knew  that  the  commerce  of  the  fexes 
begins  at  an  early  age.  The  arrival  of  a well-looking  wo- 
man, about  three  or  four  and  twenty  years  old,  who  was 
Noona’s  cldcft  filler,  foon  accounted  for  the  wrinkles  on- 
her  mother’s  brow.  Inflead  of  verifying  the  general  ob- 
fervation,  that  women  in  hot  countries  lofe  their  fightlinefs 
much  fooner  than  with  us,  we  had  now  rcafon  to  be  fur- 
prifed,  that  they  Ihotild  be  fo  prolific  here,  as  to  bear 
children  during  a period  of  almoft  twenty  years.  It  was 
natural  that  our  thoughts  fhould  return  to  the  happy  fim- 
plicity  in  which  the  life  of  the  Talieitians  fmoothly  rolls 
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along,  and  which,  undifturbcd  by  cares  and  wants,  is  the 
caufc  of  the  great  population  of  their  ifland. 

A flout  fellow,  whom  wc  hired  for  a few  beads,  carried 
the  provifions  which  the  hofpitable  old  woman  had  offered 
us,  fufpending  them  in  equal  portions  on  the  two  extremi- 
ties of  a ftrong  pole,  about  four  feet  long,  which  he 
placed  on  his  fhoulder.  Young  Noona,  and  his  little 
brother  Toparrcc,  about  four  years  old,  cheerfully  accom- 
panied us,  after  wc  had  enriched  the  whole  family  with 
beads,  nails,  looking-glaffcs,  and  knives. 

The  firft  part  of  our  march  was  a little  difficult,  on  ac- 
count of  a hill  on  which  we  mounted,  in  hopes  of  meet- 
ing with  fomething  to  reward  our  trouble.  But,  contrary 
to  our  expectations,  we  found  it  entirely  deftitute  of  plants, 
two  dwarfiffi  Ihrubs,  and  a fpecies  of  dry  fern  excepted. 
Here,  however,  we  were  much  furprifed  to  fee  a large  flock 
of  wild  chicks  rifing  before  us,  from  a fpot  which  was  per- 
fectly dry  and  barren,  without  our  being  able  to  imagine 
what  had  brought  them  thither  from  the  reeds  and  marfliy 
banks  of  the  river,  where  they  commonly  redded.  Wc 
foon  croffed  another  hill,  where  all  the  ferns  and  bullies 
having  lately  been  burnt,  blackened  our  clothes  as  wc 
paffed  through  them.  From  thence  we  defeended  into  a 
fertile  valley,  where  a fine  rivulet,  which  we  were  obliged 
to  crofs  feveral  times,  ran  towards  the  fca.  The  natives 
had  placed  feveral  flone  weirs  acrofs  this  rivulet,  in  order 
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to  raifc  the  water,  which  might  by  that  means  be  intro- 
duced into  their  plantations  of  the  tarro,  or  eddy-root 
(arum  efailcntumj  that  requires  a very  marfhy,  and  fome- 
limcs  an  inundated  foil.  We  found  two  fpecies  of  it,  one 
of  which  has  large  glofTy  leaves,  and  roots  about  four  feet 
long,  but  is  very  coarfe ; the  other  with  velvet  leaves  and 
fmall,  but  more  palatable  roots.  Both  are  exceflively  pun- 
gent and  caullic,  till  boiled  in  fevcral  waters  ; however,  hogs 
eat  them  raw  without  any  rcludance..  The  valley  became 
narrower  as  we  advanced  up  along  the  rivulet,  and  the 
hills  which  included  it  were  much  deeper,  and  covered  with 
foreds.  Every  part  of  the  level  ground  was,  however, 
planted  with  coco-nut,  apple,  and  bread-fruit  trees,  with 
bananas,  cloth-trees,  and  various  roots,  and  a number  of 
houfes  were  conveniently  fituated  at  fhort  didanccs  from 
each  other.  In  different  parts  we  met  with  immenfe  beds 
of  loofe  pcbblc-dones  in  the  rivulet  and  on  its  banks, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  walhed  out  of  the  mountains, 
and  worn  into  round  or  oblong  fhapes,  by  the  continual 
motion  and  agitation  of  the  water.  On  the  Cdcs  of  the 
hills  we  gathered  fcveral  new  plants,  fometimes  at  the  ride 
of  breaking  our  necks,  on  account  of  the  pieces  of  rock 
which  rolled  away  under  our  feet.  A great  number  of  in- 
habitants affembled  about  us,  and  among  them  fcveral  who 
brought  us  abundance  of  cOco-nuts,  bread-fruit,  and 
apples  for  fale.  We  bought  as  much  as  we  thought  ne- 
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ccflary  for  our  provifion,  and  hired  fome  of  the  natives  to 
carry  it.  After  proceeding  up  about  five  miles  from  the 
fca-fide  we  fat  down  in  the  (hade  of  a number  of  trees, 
on  a plcafant  green  turf,  and  made  our  meal,  which  con- 
fided of  the  fruit  we  had  purchafed,  and  of  fome  pork  and 
fifli  which  we  had  taken  from  on  board.  The  natives 
formed  a circle  round  us  ; but  thofe  who  had  been  our 
guides  and  aflidants  were  permitted  to  fit  by  us,  and  par- 
took of  our  cheer  with  a very  good  appetite.  They  were 
mod  furprifed  at  the  fait,  which  we  had  taken  care  to 
provide,  and  which  they  faw  us  cat  with  all  forts  of  vic- 
tuals, bread-fruit  not  excepted.  Some  of  them  were  de- 
firous  of  tading  it,  and  among  thefe  there  were  a few  who 
relidied  it  very  well,  becaufe  they  are  ufed  to  employ 
fea- water  as  a fauce  both  to  fi(h  and  to  pork  *. 

It  was  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
thought  of  returning  to  the  fea-fide  with  our  acquifitions. 
About  this  time  a number  of  inhabitants  came  acrofs  the 
hills  with  loads  of  horfe-plantanes,  a coarfe  fort,  which 
grows  almod  without  cultivation,  and  which  they  brought 
for  fale  to  our  (hips.  We  followed  them  along  the  fide 
of  the  rivulet  to  a place  where  fome  children  offered  us 
a few  little  prawns  picked  out  between  the  dones  in  the 
bed  of  the  river.  We  had  no  fooncr  taken  them  as  a 
curiofity,  and  rewarded  the  children  with  beads,  than 
* See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  ioo,  aoi, 
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upwards  of  fifty  perfons  of  different  ages  and  fexes  fet 
about  the  fame  employment,  and  brought  us  fo  many  of 
tliefc  little  creatures,  that  we  were  foon  obliged  to  rcfufe 
them.  In  the  fpace  of  two  hours  we  reached  our  tents  on 
Point  Venus,  where  we  found  O-Wahow,  the  generous 
native  who  had  brought  my  father  another  prefent  of 
provifions.  In  the  courfe  of  this  walk,  we  had  obferved 
more  idle  perfons  than  at  Aitepcha  j the  houfes  and  plan- 
tations appeared  more  ruinous  and  negleffed,  and  from 
fevcral  people  inftcad  of  invitations,  or  marks  of  hofpi- 
tality,  we  only  received  importunate  petitions  for  beads  and 
nails.  Still  upon  the  whole  we  had  great  reafon  to  be 
contented  with  our  reception  among  them,  and  the  liberty 
of  roaming  at  pleafure  through  all  parts  of  their  delightful 
country.  We  had  now  and  then  experienced  their  difpo- 
fition  to  theft,  but  had  never  loft  any  thing  of  value ; for 
our  handkerchiefs,  which  were  the  cafieft  to  come  at,  were 
made  pf  their  own  thinner  cloth,  fo  that  they  found  them- 
felves  difappointed  as  often  as  they  had  dextroufly  picked 
our  pockets,  and  with  great  good  humour  returned  them 
to  us.  In  my  opinion  this  vice  is  not  of  fo  heinous  a 
nature  among  the  Tahcitians,  as  amongft  ourfelves.  People 
whofe  wants  are  fo  cafily  fatisfied,  and  in  whofe  manner 
of  living  there  is  fo  much  equality,  can  have  very  few 
motives  to  Ileal  from  each  other,  and  their  open  houfes 
without  doors  and  bars,  are  fo  many  proofs  of  mutual 
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fafety.  The  blame  then  lies  in  a great  meafure  upon  us, 
for  bringing  temptations  in  their  way  too  powerful  to  be 
withftood.  They  feem  indeed  not  to  think  their  tranfgref- 
fions  of  great  Cgnification,  perhaps  from  a reflection  that 
they  do  not  materially  injure  us  by  any  little  larceny. 

During  our  abfence  the  captains  had  paid  a vifit  to  the 
king  at  Parrc,  where  they  were  highly  entertained  by  the 
fight  of  a dramatic  dance,  which  her  royal  highnefs  Tow- 
rai  performed,  in  a drefs  exadtly  deferibed  in  captain  Cook’s 
former  voyage,  and  with  the  fame  geftures  which  are  there 
mentioned  *.  Two  men  danced  at  different  intervals,  when 
the  princcfs  relied,  and,  with  many  ftrange  diftortions,  fpoke 
or  fung  fome  words,  probably  relative  to  the  fubjedt  of 
their  dance,  which  was  unintelligible  to  our  people.  The 
whole  entertainment  lafted  about  an  hour  and  a half,  dur- 
ing which  Tedua  Towrai  difplayed  a wonderful  activity, 
which  fur  pa  fifed  every  thing  that  had  been  feen  at  the  ifle 
of  Ulietca  in  the  former  voyage. 

Early  the  next  morning  captain  Cook  fent  lieutenant 
I’ickerfgill  to  the  fouth-weft  part  of  the  ifland,  in  order  to 
purchafe  fome  frelh  provifion,  and  particularly  fome  hogs, 
of  which  we  had  hitherto  received  only  two  from  the  king. 
We  continued  on  board  the  whole  day,  deferibing  the  plants 
which  we  had  found  on  our  laft  excurfion.  In  the  even- 

* See  U.'iu’kefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  264,  265.  See  alfo  the  plate  No.  7,  though 
that  conveys  no  idea  of  Tahsitians. 
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ing,  about  ten  o’clock,  wc  heard  a great  noife  on  fhore 
ah  read  of  our  vefiels,  apparently  occafioned  by  fome  of  our 
men.  The  captains  immediately  fent  their  boats  afhore, 
with  proper  officers,  who  brought  on  board  fevcral  marines 
and  a failor.  They  had  obtained  leave  to  take  a walk  from 
the  commanding  officer  at  the  tents,  but  had  exceeded  their 
time,  and  beaten  one  of  the  natives.  They  were  immedi- 
ately fecurcd  in  irons,  as  it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence 
towards  continuing  upon  an  amicable  footing  with  this  na- 
tion, to  puniffi  them  in  an  exemplary  manner.  O-Too 
had  promifed  to  come  on  board  with  his  father  the  next 
morning,  but  this  noife,  of  which  he  had  received  advice 
within  half  an  hour  after  it  had  happened,  made  him  fo 
judly  diffident  of  our  intentions,  that  he  fent  his  mellenger 
or  ambaflador  (JVbanno  no  (arte  *,)  who  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal lords  of  his  court,  named  E-Tcc,  to  make  an  apolo- 
gy for  his  non-appearance.  Before  he  came  on  board,  how- 
ever, Dr.  Sparrman  went  on  ffiore  with  me  near  the  place 
where  the  didurbancc  had  happened,  with  a view  to  make 
another  cxcurGon  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 
O-Whawfi  the  old  man,  who  had  on  former  occafions 
fhewed  his  pacific  difpofition,  met  us  on  the  beach,  and 
fpokc  of  the  offence  of  the  lad  night  not  without  expreffing 
fome  difpleafure ; but  when  we  affured  him  that  the  of- 

• See  Hawkcfwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  243. 

4 See  before,  p.  413;  and  Hawkcfwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  83}  90,  9?. 
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fenders  were  in  irons,  and  would  be  fcvcrcly  punilhed,  he 
fcemed  perfectly  fatisfied.  As  we  had  nobody  from  the 
vcffel  to  affift  us,  we  defired  O-Whaw  to  point  out  a native 
whom  we  might  entruft  with  the  botanizing  apparatus. 
Several  people  having  offered  their  fervices,  he  chofe  a 
ftrong  well-made  man,  who  was  immediately  furnilhed 
with  an  empty  bag,  for  the  reception  of  plants,  and  with 
fome  bafkets  full  of  Taheitee  apples,  which  we  had  pur- 
chafed  on  the  fpot.  We  croffcd  Onc-tree-hill,  and  defeend- 
ed  into  one  of  the  firft  vallics  of  O-Parre,  where  we  were 
gratified  with  the  fight  of  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  trees 
in  the  world,  which  we  called  the  Barringtonia.  It  had  a 
great  abundance  of  flowers,  larger  than  lilies  and  perfedt- 
ly  white,  excepting  the  tips  of  their  numerous  chives, 
which  were  of  a bright  crimfon.  Such  a quantity  of  thefc 
flowers  were  already  dropped  off,  that  the  ground  under- 
neath the  tree  was  intirely  flrewed  with  them.  The  na- 
tives called  the  tree  buddoo,  and  affured  us  that  the  fruit, 
which  is  a large  nut,  when  bruifed,  mixed  up  with  fome 
fhelhfifh,  and  flrewed  into  the  fea,  intoxicates  or  poifons 
the  fifli  for  fome  time,  fo  that  they  come  to  the  furface  of 
the  water  and  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  taken  with  the  hands. 
It  is  lingular  that  various  maritime  plants  in  tropical  cli- 
mates have  fuch  a quality ; the  cccatli  indict,  in  particular, 
are  well  known  and  ufed  for  that  purpofe  in  the  Eaft-Indics. 
We  were  unwilling  to  defer  the  examination  of  fo  remark- 
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ble  a plant  till  after  our  return  on  board,  and  therefore  re- 
tired to  a neat  houfe,  built  up  of  reeds,  round  which  fe- 
veral  odoriferous  flirubs  and  fomc  very  fine  coco-trees  were 
planted.  The  owner,  with  that  hofpitality  which  l have 
already  often  celebrated,  fent  a boy  up  one  of  the  talleft 
palms  to  procure  us  fome  of  the  nuts,  which  lie  perform- 
ed with  furprizing  agility.  He  tied  a piece  of  the  tough 
rind  of  a banana  fialk  to  both  his  feet,  in  fuch  a manner 
that  they  could  juft  encompafs  the  tree  on  both  fides,  the 
piece  of  rind  ferving  as  a fort  of  ftep  or  reft,  whilft  he 
lifted  himfelf  higher  with  his  hands.  The  natural  growth 
of  the  coco-palm,  which  annually  forms  a kind  of  elevated 
ring  on  the  ftem,  certainly  facilitated  the  boy’s  afeent,  but 
the  quickncfs  and  eafe  with  which  he  walked  up  and 
down  were  really  admirable.  Wc  fliould  have  ill  deferved 
this  mark  of  kindnefs  and  attention  if  we  had  not  made 
our  hoft  a little  prefent  at  parting,  and  rewarded  the  boy 
for  the  plcafure  which  we  had  felt  in  obferving  his  dex- 
terity. 

From  lienee  we  proceeded  up  the  valley,  which  having 
no  rivulet  in  its  middle,  began  to  rife  in  proportion  as  we 
advanced.  We  refolvcd  therefore  to  go  upon  the  fteep  hill 
on  our  left,  and  with  much  difficulty  accomplifhcd  our 
plan.  Our  Tahcitian  friend  langhed  at  us,  when  he  faw 
us  faint  with  fatigue,  and  fitting  down  every  moment  to 
recover  our  breath.  We  heard  him  blow  or  breathe  flowly 
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but  very  hard,  with  open  mouth,  as  he  walked  behind  us  ; 
we  therefore  tried  the  fame  experiment,  which  nature  had 
probably  caught  him,  and  found  it  anfwcred  much  better 
than  our  ihort  panting,  which  always  deprived  us  of 
breath.  At  lalf  we  reached  the  ridge  of  the  hill,  where  a 
fine  breeze  greatly  refrefhed  us,  after  our  fatiguing  afeenr. 
When  we  had  walked  upwards  along  that  ridge  for  fome 
time,  expofed  to  the  burning  rage  of  the  fun,  reverberated 
from  all  parts  of  the  barren  foil,  we  fat  down  under  the  fcanty 
lhade  of  a folitary  pindang,  or  palm-nut  tree*,  which  was  at 
this  time  acceptable  even  to  our  friendly  native.  The  profpcct 
from  hence  was  delightful ; the  reef  which  furrounded 
O-Taheitee,  the  bay  with  the  fhips,  and  numerous  canoes, 
and  the  whole  plain  of  Matavai  with  its  beautiful  objects, 
lay  as  it  were  under  our  feet,  while  the  meridian  fun  threw 
a fteady  and  calm  light  on  the  whole  landfcape.  At 
the  diftance  of  about  fix  leagues,  the  low  iiland  called 
Tcdhuroa,  appeared  before  us,  forming  a little  circular 
ledge  of  rocks,  covered  with  a few  palms  ; and  far  beyond 
it  the  immenfc  ocean  bounded  the  view.  The  Taheitian 
who  was  with  us,  pointed  out  the  diretflion  of  all  the  neigh- 
bouring ifiands  which  were  not  in  fight  at  prefent,  and  in- 
formed us  of  their  produce,  whether  they  were  high  or 
low,  inhabited  or  only  occalionally  vifited.  Tedhuroa, 

• Pandanut.  Rumph.  Hcrbar.  Amboin.— •Athrada^jlii.  Forft.  Nov.  Gen, 
Plantar.— Keura.  Foifcol. 
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Aocl-tr.  which  we  faw  was  of  the  lafl  fort,  and  two  canoes  with  their 
fails  fet,  were  at  that  time  returning  from  thence,  where 
our  guide  informed  us  they  often  went  to  catch  fifli  in  the 
lagoon.  Having  refled  a little  while,  we  advanced  up  to- 
wards the  interior  mountains,  which  now  appeared  diflinCt- 
ly  before  us.  The  rich  groves  which  crowned  their  fummiis, 
and  filled  the  vallics  between  them,  invited  us  to  advance,  and 
prontifed  to  reward  our  prcfevcrance  with  a load  of  new 
productions.  But  we  foon  perceived  a number  of  barren 
hills  and  vallics  which  lay  between  us  and  thofe  defireablc 
forefts,  and  found  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  to  reach  them 
this  day.  We  confultcd  amongfl  ourfelves,  whether  we 
fliould  venture  to  pafs  a night  on  thefe  hills,  but  this  was 
unadvifeable,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  time 
when  our  fhips  were  to  fail,  and  likewife  impracticable 
for  want  of  provifions. — Our  Taheitian  told  us,  we  Ihould 
meet  with  no  inhabitants,  dwelling,  or  proviGons  on  the 
mountains,  and  pointed  out  a narrow  path  which  led  down 
the  deep  fide  of  the  hill  into  the  valley  of  Matavai.  We  be- 
gan to  defeend  therefore,  but  found  it  more  dangerous  than 
when  we  came  up : we  Rumbled  every  moment,  and  in 
many  places  were  obliged  to  Aide  down  on  our  backs.  Our 
(hoes  were  rather  a difadvantage  to  us,  being  made  extreme- 
ly flippery  by  the  dry  grafles  over  which  we  had  walked, 
while  the  native  with  his  bare  feet  was  furprifingly  fure- 
footed.  In  a fliort  time  we  gave  him  our  fowling-pieces, 
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to  enable  us  to  make  ufe  of  our  bands,  and  at  laft  we  re- 
fumed  them  again,  and  letting  him  go  before,  leaned  on 
his  arm  in  the  moil  difficult  places.  When  we  were  about 
half-way  down,  he  hallooed  very  loud  to  fome  people 
whom  he  faw  in  the  valley  ; but  we  did  not  believe  at  that 
time  that  they  had  heard  him,  cfpecially  becaufc  he  received 
no  anfwer.  However,  prefently  after  we  obferved  fcveral 
people  coming  up  towards  us,  who  afeended  very  fad,  fo 
as  to  meet  us  in  about  half  an  hour.  They  brought  us  three 
frefti  coco-nuts,  which,  whether  they  were  really  excellent 
in  their  kind,  or  whether  our  great  fatigue  recommended 
them  to  our  taftc,  we  looked  upon  as  the  beft  we  had  ever 
emptied.  The  natives  bid  us  reft  a while,  and  told  us  that 
a little  farther  down  they  had  left  a number  of  coco- 
nuts, which  they  would  not  bring  up  left  we  fliould  drink 
too  haftily  at  firft.  Their  precaution  was  very  laudable, 
but  our  thirft  made  us  very  impatient  till  they  would  per- 
mit us  to  move  forward.  At  laft  we  fet  out,  and  coming 
on  a more  level  ground,  entered  a delicious  little  ffirubbery, 
where  we  fat  down  in  the  frefh  gtafs,  and  indulged  with 
the  cool  nctftar  which  our  friends  had  provided.  This 
draught  enabled  us  to  come  down  into  the  valley,  where 
we  were  prefently  furrounded  by  a croud  of  the  natives, 
and  prepared  to  return  with  them  over  the  plain  to  the 
fca-fide  ; when  a well-looking  man,  accompanied  by  his 
daughter,  a young  girl  about  fixteen,  invited  us  to  his 
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houfc  which  lay  farther  up,  where  he  wilhed  to  entertain 
us  with  a dinner.  Though  we  were  much  exhaufted  with 
fatigue,  we  agreed  not  to  difappoint  him,  and  returned 
about  two  miles  along  the  delightful  banks  of  the  river 
Matavai,  through  groves  of  coco,  bread-fruit,  apple,  and 
cloth-trees,  and  numerous  plantations  of  bananas  and  eddoes. 
The  river  formed  various  windings  in  the  valley  from 
fide  to  fide,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  crofs  it  fevcral 
times,  and  our  new  boil  with  one  of  his  fervants  always 
infilled  upon  carrying  us  over  on  their  backs.  At  laft  we 
arrived  at  his  houfe,  which  was  fituated  on  a little  emin- 
ence, where  the  river  gently  murmured  over  a bed  of  peb- 
bles. An  elegant  mat  was  fpread  for  us  on  the  dry  grafs 
in  a corner  of  the  houfe,  which  was  of  the  clofer  fort, 
being  walled  in  with  reeds.  We  were  immediately  fur- 
rounded  by  a great  number  of  our  friend’s  relations,  who 
feated  themfclves  near  us  ; and  his  daughter,  who  in  elegance 
of  form,  clearncfs  of  complexion,  and  agreeable  features, 
equalled,  if  not  furpaffed  the  Tahcitian  beauties  we  had 
hitherto  feen,  together  with  fomcof  her  young  companions, 
were  very  afliduous  in  their  endeavours  to  be  agreeable. 
The  mod  efficacious  remedy  they  employed  befides  their 
fmiles,  to  recover  us  from  the  great  wearinefs  which  we 
felt,  was  to  chafe  our  arms  and  legs  with  their  hands, 
fqueeziog  the  mufcle3  gently  between  the  fingers  and  the 
palm.  Whether  this  operation  facilitated  the  circulation 
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of  the  blood  through  the  minuter  veflels,  or  reftored  the  A"”>r 
over-ftraincd  mufcles  to  their  natural  elafticity,  I cannot 
determine  ; but  its  effetft  was  certainly  fo  falutary,  that 
our  ftrength  was  pcrfcflly  reftored,  and  we  did  not  feel 
the  lead  remaining  inconvenience  from  the  fatiguing 
journey  of  the  day.  Captain  Wallis  mentions  a ftmilar 
inftance  of  the  excellence  of  this  remedy,  and  of  the  bene- 
ficence of  the  inhabitants  of  Tahcitee  *;  and  Ofbcck,  in  his 
voyage  to  China,  deferibes  this  operation  as  a common 
practice  among  Chinefe  barbers,  who  are  faid  to  be  very 
expert  at  it  f.  Mr.  Grofe  too,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  gives  a very  circumftantial  account  of  the  art  of 
champing,  which  feems  to  be  a luxurious  refinement  upon 
this  wholefome  reftorative.  It  deferves  to  be  mentioned 
here,  that  this  ingenious  author  has  given  quotations  from 
Martial  and  Seneca,  which  make  it  evident  that  the  Romans 
were  acquainted  with  this  prafticc  %. 

Percurrit  agili  corpus  arte  ta&Urix, 

Manumquc  do&ain  fpargit  omnibus  membris.  Martial. 

We  had  no  longer  rcafon  to  complain  of  the  want  of 
appetite  which  had  been  the  confequence  of  our  fatigue ; 
but  as  foon  as  our  dinner  was  placed  before  us,  confiding 

* See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  I.  p.  463. 

t See  Olbeck’s  and  Torcen’s  Voyages  to  China,  vol.  I.  p.  231.  and  II.  p.  246. 

t See  Grofe’s  Voyage,  vol.  I.  p.  113. 
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of  vegetable  food,  fuitable  to  the  frugal  fimplicity  of  the 
natives,  we  partook,  of  it  very  heartily,  and  foon  found 
ourfclves  in  as  good  fpirits  as  we  had  fet  out  with  in  the 
morning.  We  puffed  about  two  hours  with  this  hofpitable 
family,  and  during  that  time  diftributed  the  greateft  part 
of  the  beads,  nails,  and  knives  which  we  had  brought 
from  the  fhip  to  our  generous  holt,  to  his  fair 
daughter,  and  her  companions,  whofe  care  had  reftored 
our  llrength  much  fooncr  than  wc  had  a right  to  expeft 
after  fo  laborious  an  expedition.  About  three  o’clock  we 
fet  out  on  our  return,  and  walked  pall  numerous  dwel- 
lings, whofe  inhabitants  enjoyed  the  beauty  of  the  after- 
noon in  various  parties,  under  the  fhade  of  their  fruit- 
trees.  In  one  of  thefe  houfes  we  obferved  a man  at  work, 
in  preparing  a red  dye,  for  fome  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of 
the  paper-mulberry,  which  we  commonly  called  the  cloth- 
tree.  Upon  enquiring  for  the  materials  which  he  made 
ufc  of,  we  found  to  our  great  furprize  that  the  yellow  juice 
of  a fmall  fpecies  of  fig,  which  they  call  mattee,  and  the 
greenilh  juice  of  a fort  of  fern,  or  bind-weed,  or  of  fevcral 
other  plants,  by  being  Amply  mixed  together,  formed  a 
bright  crimfon,  which  the  women  rubbed  with  their  hands 
if  the  whole  piece  was  to  be  uniformly  of  the  fame  colour, 
or  in  which  they  dipped  a bamboo  reed,  if  it  was  to  be 
marked  or  fprinkled  in  different  patterns.  This  colour 
fades  very  foon  and  becomes  of  a dirty  red,  bcfides  being 
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liable  to  be  fpoiled  by  rain  and  other  accidents ; the  cloth, 
however,  which  is  dyed  or  rather  Rained  with  it,  is  high- 
ly valued  by  the  Tahcitians,  and  only  worn  by  their  prin- 
cipal people.  We  bought  fevcral  pieces  of  cloth  of  differ- 
ent kinds  for  beads  and  fmall  nails,  and  then  walked  on 
till  we  arrived  at  the  tents,  which  Rood  at  leaR  five  miles 
from  the  place  where  we  had  dined.  Here  we  difeharged 
our  truRy  friend  whom  O-Whaw  had  recommended,  and 
who  had  behaved  with  a degree  of  attachment  and  fidelity 
to  us,  which  from  the  thicvifli  character  of  the  nation  we 
had  no  room  to  expert.  This  behaviour  was  the  more 
meritorious  as  our  fituation  frequently  had  afforded  him 
excellent  opportunities  of  running  off  with  all  our  nails  and 
knives,  and  with  one  of  our  fowling-pieces ; temptations 
which  required  an  uncommon  degree  of  honefly  to  with- 
fiand.  We  next  embarked  in  one  of  the  canoes  which 
plied  between  the  (hips  and  the  fliore,  and  for  a couple  of 
beads  were  fafely  brought  on  board.  Here  we  found  the 
captain  and  my  father  juR  returned  from  a long  excurfion 
to  the  weRward.  E-Tee,  the  king’s  ambaffador,  who  ar- 
rived on  board  immediately  after  our  departure,  had 
brought  a prefent  of  a hog  and  fome  fruit,  but  acquaint- 
ed the  captain  that  O-Too  was  maibw,  a term  which  at 
once  exprefied  that  he  was  afraid  and  difpleafed.  To 
convince  him  that  the  outrages  of  laR  night  were  not 
approved  of,  the  offenders  were  brought  to  the  gangway, 
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and  received  a dozen  of  lalhcs  in  his  prefence,  to  the  great 
terror  of  all  the  Taheitians  on  board.  Captain  Cook  then 
ordering  three  wcther-flicep  from  the  Cape,  which  were 
all  we  had  lefr,  to  be  put  in  his  boat,  embarked  with 
captain  Furneaux  and  my  father,  in  order  to  regain  the  con- 
fidence of  O-Too,  without  which  he  knew  that  no  provi- 
fions  were  to  be  bought  in  the  country.  When  they  ar- 
rived at  I’arre,  they  were  told  that  he  was  gone  to  the  weft- 
ward  ; accordingly  they  went  after  him,  about  four  or  five 
miles  farther,  and  landing  in  a diftrift  called  Tittahah, 
waited  fcvcral  hours  for  him  there ; his  fears  having  been 
fo  ftrong,  as  actually  to  make  him  remove  about  nine 
miles  farther  from  us  than  ufual.  There  was  fomething 
in  this  condutft  feemingly  too  much  allied  to  cowardife  ; 
but  we  fhould  likewife  confider,  that  the  power  of  Eu- 
ropeans had  formerly  been  difplayed  here  in  the  terrific 
fhape  of  deftruftion.  It  was  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon before  he  arrived  with  his  mother  ; he  exprefling  the 
molt  manifeft  figns  of  fear  and  diftruft,  and  Ihe  with  her 
eyes  fwimming  in  tears.  The  report  of  E-Tee,  the  prefent 
of  a new  kind  of  animals,  and  all  pofliblc  aflurances  of 
friendfliip  on  the  part  of  our  people,  fucceeded  to  quiet 
their  apprehenfions.  At  the  king’s  defire,  the  bagpiper  was 
ordered  to  play  before  him,  and  his  performance  produced 
an  eflctft  fimilar  to  that  of  David's  harp,  whofe  harmoni- 
ous founds  foothed  the  atrabilarious  temper  of  Saul.  He 
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fent  for  a hog,  which  was  prcfcntcd  to  captain  Cook  ; and 
foon  after  for  another,  which  he  gave  to  captain  Furncaux. 
The  captains  believing  this  to  be  the  laft  opportunity  of 
obtaining  prefents  from  him,  deftred  that  a third  might 
be  brought  for  Matarra  (my  father’s  Taheitian  name.)  A 
little  pig  was  given  him,  at  which  our  people  exprefied 
fome  diflike ; upon  this,  one  of  the  king’s  relations,  in 
the  afeending  line,  who  arc  all  ftylcd  Aledooa  (Father,)  flop- 
ped forward  from  the  throng,  and  fpoke  very  loud,  with 
many  violent  geflures,  to  O-Too,  pointing  at  our  people, 
at  the  fheep  they  had  presented,  and  at  the  little  pig 
which  they  had  received.  As  foon  as  his  fpecch  was 
finifhed,  the  pig  was  taken  back  again,  and  after  a fhort 
interval  a large  hog  brought  in  its  Read.  Our  people  then 
produced  their  iron  wares  and  a variety  of  trinkets,  which 
they  diftributed  very  freely ; and  in  return  were  wrapped 
up  in  feveral  abows,  or  pieces  of  Indian  cloth.  They  then 
took  their  leave  of  the  whole  court,  and  returned  to  their 
vcflels  about  five  o’clock. 

Preparations  were  made  for  failing  from  this  ifland  the 
next  morning,  whilft  the  natives  crouded  about  us  with 
fifh,  (hells,  fruit,  and  cloth,  of  which  we  purchafed  all  that 
was  to  be  had.  Lieutenant  Pickerfgill  returned  from  his 
excurfion  to  the  weflward  about  three  in  the  afternoon.  He 
had  advanced  beyond  the  fertile  plains  of  Paparra,  where 
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O Ammo*,  who  had  once  been  the  king  of  all  Taheitee, 
rcfidcd  with  his  fon  the  young  T'-Jret  Derre  f.  He  took 
up  his  ftrd  night’s  lodging  on  the  borders  of  a fmall  di- 
dri&,  which  was  now  the  property  of  the  famous  queen 
O-Poorea  (Obcrea ) As  foon  as  flic  heard  of  his  arrival 
flie  haftened  to  him,  and  met  her  old  acquaintance  with 
repeated  marks  of  fricndfhip.  She  had  feparated  from  her 
hulband  J fome  time  after  the  departure  of  captain  Wallis, 
and  was  now  entirely  deprived  of  that  grcatncls  which  had 
once  rendered  her  confpicuous  in  dory,  and  auguft  in  the 
eyes  of  Europeans  §.  The  civil  wars  between  the  two  pe- 
ninfulas  of  the  ifland  had  dripped  her,  as  well  as  the  whole 
didriiR  of  Paparra,  of  the  greated  part  of  her  wealth,  fo 
that  die  complained  to  the  lieutenant  that  flie  was  poor, 
(tehcej  and  had  not  a hog  to  give  her  friends.  The  next 
morning  therefore  they  left  her,  and  in  their  return  touch- 
ed at  Paparra,  where  they  faw  Ammo,  who,  after  parting 
with  O-Poorea,  had  taken  one  of  the  handfomed  young 
women  of  the  country  to  his  bed,  and  appeared  to  be  aged 
and  indolent.  His  fair  one  gave  a hog  to  our  people, 
and,  with  fome  of  her  female  attendants,  depped  into  the 
boat  at  their  departure,  and  went  the  whole  day  with 
them,  her  own  canoe  attending  to  take  her  back  again. 

• See  Hawlicr«vorih,  vol.  II.  p.  153,  154.  Oitma. 

■f  vol.  II  p.  154.  Ticrridirri. 

X vol.  II.  p.  154.  § Ibid.  vol.  II.  p.  ic6. 
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On  this  excurfion  {he  exprefled  a great  degree  of  curiofity,  supteuch, 
which  feemed  never  to  have  been  gratified  before  by  the 
fight  of  Europeans,  infomuch  that  fhe  was  doubtful  whe- 
ther they  were  formed  at  all  points  like  her  own  country- 
men, till  her  eyes  removed  every  doubt.  With  her  they 
landed  at  Attahooroo,  where  a chief  named  Potatow*  re- 
ceived them  very  cordially,  and  entertained  them  at  his 
own  houfc  during  the  fecond  night.  He  too  had  parted 
with  his  wife  Polatebera,  and  taken  a younger  to  his  bed, 
while  the  lady  had  provided  herfelf  with  a lover  or  a huf- 
band,  and  they  all  continued  to  live  very  peaceably  in  the 
fame  family.  The  next  morning  at  parting  Potatow  pro- 
mifed  to  accompany  Mr.  Pickerfgill  to  Matavai’,  in  order  to 
vifit  captain  Cook,  provided  he  might  be  fure  of  good 
treatment.  Mr.  Pickerfgill  allured  him  of  the  bed  recep- 
tion ; but  the  chief,  for  greater  fafety,  produced  a few 
fmall  yellow  feathers,  tied  together  into  a little  tufr,  which 
he  delired  Mr.  Pickerfgill  to  hold,  whilll  he  repeated  his 
promife,  “ that  Tobte  (captain  Cook)  would  be  the  friend' 

“ of  Potatow.”  This  done,  he  carefully  wrapped  the  fea- 
thers into  a bit  of  Indian  cloth,  and  put  it  in  his  turban. 

We  knew,  from  former  accounts,  that  red  and  yellow  fea- 
thers were  employed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to 
fix  their  attention  while  they  prayed  to  the  Deity ; but  this 
ceremony  conveyed  an  idea  of  a folemn  affirmation  or  oath, 

* Ste  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  170. 
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iftenux.  which  was  quite  new  to  us.  Potatow  was  fo  well  fatisfied 
of  the  integrity  of  his  friends,  after  this  ceremony,  that  he 
and  his  wives,  and  feveral  of  their  attendants,  carrying 
with  them  two  hogs  and  abundance  of  cloth,  marched  to- 
wards the  boat,  amidft  an  immenfe  croud  of  people.  He 
was,  however,  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  water’s  fide,  than 
the  whole  multitude  eagerly  prefled  him  not  to  venture 
amongft  our  people,  and  clinging  to  his  feet  endeavoured 
to  hold  him  back ; feveral  women,  with  a flood  of  tears, 
repeatedly  cried  aloud  that  Toote  would  kill  him  as  foon 
as  he  came  on  board  -,  and  an  old  man,  who,  by  living  at 
the  chief’s  own  houfc,  feemed  to  be  a faithful  fervant  to 
the  family,  drew  him  back  by  the  fkirts  of  his  garment. 
Potatow  was  moved ; for  a moment  he  expreflcd  fomc 
marks  of  diffidence ; but  inftantly  arming  himfelf 
with  all  the  refolution  he  was  matter  of,  he  thruft 
the  old  man  afidc,  exclaiming  “ Toote  aipa  matte  te  tayo,” 
(Cook  will  not  kill  his  friends!)  and  ftepped  into  the  boat 
with  an  air  of  undaunted  majefty,  that  ftruck  our  Britons 
with  aflonilhment.  As  foon  as  he  was  on  board  the  fliip, 
he  defeended  into  the  cabin,  accompanied  by  his  wife 
Wbainee-ow,  his  former  wife,  and  her  friend,  and  brought 
his  prefents  to  captain  Cook.  Potatow  was  one  of  the  tai- 
led men  we  had  feen  upon  the  ifland,  and  his  features  were 
fo  mild,  comely,  and  at  the  fame  time  majeftic,  that  Mr. 
Hodges  immediately  applied  himfelf  to  copy  from  them,  as 
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from  the  nobleft  models  of  nature.  His  portrait  is  inferr- 
ed in  captain  Cook’s  own  account  of  this  voyage.  His 
whole  body  was  remarkably  flrong  and  heavily  built,  fo 
that  one  of  his  thighs  nearly  equalled  in  girth  our  Routed 
Tailor’s  waid.  His  ample  garments,  and  his  elegant  white 
turban,  fet  off  his  figure  to  the  greated  advantage,  and  his 
noble  deportment  endeared  him  to  us,  as  we  naturally 
compared  it  with  the  diffidence  of  O-Too.  Polatehera,  his 
former  wife,  was  fo  like  him  in  fiaturc  and  bulk,  that  we 
unanimoufiy  looked  upon  her  as  the  mod  extraordinary 
woman  we  had  ever  fccn.  Her  appearance  and  her  con- 
duct were  mafeuline  in  the  highcll  degree,  and  flrongly 
conveyed  the  idea  of  fuperiority  and  command.  When 
the  Endeavour  bark  lay  here,  flie  had  diftinguilhed  herfelf 
by  the  name  of  captain  Cook’s  filler,  (tuabeme  no  Tootej; 
and  one  day,  being  denied  admittance  into  the  fort  on 
Point  Venus,  had  knocked  down  the  fentry  who  oppofed 
her,  and  complained  to  her  adopted  brother  of  the  indig- 
nity which  had  been  offered  to  her.  After  a fhort  flay, 
being  told  that  we  intended  to  get  under  way  immediately, 
they  alked,  with  every  demonflration  of  fricndfhip  and 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  whether  we  intended  to  return. 
Captain  Cook  promifed  to  be  here  again  in  the  fpace  of 
feven  months,  with  which  they  relied  perfectly  fatisfied, 
and  departed  immediately  to  the  weftward,  their  own  ca- 
noes having  followed  our  boat  all  the  way. 
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In  the  mean  while  a young  Taheitian,  of  the  common 
clafs,  who  was  very  well  made,  and  about  feventeen  years 
old,  having  talked  to  the  captain  of  going  no  te  wbcnnua  tei 
Bretane,  (to  the  land  of  Britain,)  for  feveral  days  paft,  had 
arrived  on  board  with  his  father.  His  whole  equipment 
confiftcd  of  a fmall  piece  of  the  Indian  cloth  wrapped 
about  his  loins  i fo  entirely  did  he  depend  upon  our  care 
and  protcdlion.  Captain  Cook  gave  his  father,  who  feem- 
ed  to  be  a middle  aged  man,  a hatchet  and  fomc  prcfents 
of  leffer  value,  with  which  he  defccnded  into  his  canoe 
with  great  compofure  and  firmnefs,  without  manifefting 
any  figns  of  grief.  We  had  fcarce  cleared  the  reefs,  when 
a canoe  arrived  with  two  or  three  natives,  who  demanded 
the  youth  back,  in  the  name  of  O-'foo,  and  (hewed  fome 
pieces  of  cloth  which  they  intended  as  prcfents  to  the  cap- 
tain: but  as  they  could  not  produce  the  iron-work  which 
he  had  bellowed  on  the  poor  fellow’s  account,  they  were 
obliged  to  return  without  him.  The  youth,  whofe  name 
was  Porea,  fpoke  to  them,  but  would  not  leave  us,  though, 
to  terrify  him,  we  underftood  that  they  prefaged  his  death 
amongft  us.  However,  when  they  were  at  fome  diftance, 
he  looked  wifhfully  after  them,  leaned  over  the  railing  on 
the  quarter-deck,  and  fhed  a flood  of  tears  in  an  agony  of 
grief.  To  divert  him  from  this  gloomy  mood,  we  took 
him  into  the  cabin,  where  he  complained  that  he  mull 
furely  die,  and  that  his  father  would  weep  for  his  lofs. 

Captain 
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Captain  Cook  and  my  father  comforted  him,  faying  they 
would  be  his  fathers,  upon  which  he  hugged  and  killed 
them,  and  palled  from  the  extreme  of  defpondencc  by  a 
quick  tranfition  to  a great  degree  of  chcarfulnefs.  About 
fun-fet  he  ate  his  fupper,  and  lay  down  on  the  floor  of  the 
cabjn ; but  feeing  that  we  did  not  follow  his  example,  he 
got  up -again,  and  remained  with  us  till  we  had  fupped. 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  we  daparted  from  this  de- 
lightful ifland,  at  a time  when  we  were  juft  become  ac- 
quainted with  its  happy  inhabitants.  We  had  only  palled 
fourteen  days  on  its  coaft,  two  of  which  had  been  fpent 
in  removing  from  one  port  to  the  other.  During  this 
fliort  fpace  of  time,  we  had  lived  in  a continual  round  of 
tumultuous  occupations,  which  had  left  us  little  leifure  to 
fludy  the  nature  of  the  people.  An  immenfe  variety  of 
objetfts  relative  to  their  cEConomy,  their  cuftoms  and 
ceremonies,  all  which  appeared  new  and  interefting  to  us, 
had  engaged  our  attention  ; but  we  afterwards  found  mod 
of  them  had  been  obferved  by  former  navigators.  Thefe 
therefore,  for  fear  of  prefuming  too  far  on  the  indulgence 
of  my  readers,  I have  omitted  in  this  narrative,  and  refer 
for  the  particular  deferiptions  of  the  dwellings,  drefs,  food, 
dotneftic  amulements,  boats  and  navigation,  difeafes,  re- 
ligion, and  funeral  rites,  wars,  weapons,  and  government, 
to  the  hillory  of  captain  Cook’s  voyage  in  the  Endeavour 
A a a 2 bark 
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bark,  compiled  by  Dr.  Hawkefworth  (vol.  II.  from  page 
1 84  to  page  248).  All  the  merit  of  the  preceding  pages 
concerning  the  ifle  of  Taheitee,  mull  therefore  confift  in  a 
few  gleanings  and  elucidations  on  feveral  fubjetds.  How- 
ever, I am  in  hopes  that  the  particular  point  of  view  in 
which  I have  beheld,  and  confequently  reprefented  circum-  . 
flances  already  familiar  to  the  reader  from  former  accounts, 
will  not  prove  unintcrcfting,  and  may  in  feveral  indances 
fugged  new  and  valuable  rcflcdHons. 

The  breeze  with  which  we  failed  was  fo  moderate,  that 
we  continued  near  the  fhorc  the  whole  evening,  and  were 
able  to  didinguidi  the  exuberant  feenery  of  the  plain,  beau- 
tiful enough,  even  at  this  dead  fcafon  of  winter,  to  vie 
with  the  riched  landfcapcs,  which  nature  has  laviflied  on 
different  parts  of  the  globe.  Its  fertile  foil,  and  genial 
climate,  which  produces  all  forts  of  nutritive  vegetables 
almod  fpontaneoudy,  infures  the  felicity  of  its  inhabitants. 
Allowing  for  the  impcrfedl  date  of  fublunary  happinefs, 
which  is  comparative  at  bed,  there  are  nor,  I believe, 
many  nations  exiding  vvhofe  Ctuation  is  fo  defirable. 
Where  the  means  of  fubfidence  arc  fo  eafy,  and  the  wants 
of  the  people  fo  few,  it  is  natural  that  the  great  purpofc 
of  human  life,  that  of  multiplying  the  number  of  rational 
beings,  is  not  loaded  with  that  multitude  of  miferies 
which  arc  attendant  upon  the  married  date  in  civilized 
countries.  The  impulfes  of  nature  are  therefore  followed 
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without  rcftraint,  and  the  confequcnce  is  a great  popula-  sinTJiit. 
tion,  in  proportion  to  the  fmall  part  of  the  ifland  which  is 
cultivated.  The  plains  and  narrow  vallies  arc  now  the 
only  inhabited  parts,  though  many  of  the  hills  are  very  fit 
for  culture,  and  capable  of  fupporting  an  infinite  number 
of  people.  Perhaps,  in  courfe  of  time,  if  the  population 
fliould  encreafe  confidcrably,  the  natives  may  have  rc- 
courfe  to  thefe  parts,  which  are  now  in  a manner  ufclcfs 
and  fuperfluous.  The  evident  dillindion  of  ranks  which 
fubfifts  at  Tahcitce,  does  not  fo  materially  afleifl  the  felicity 
of  the  nation,  as  we  might  have  fuppofed.  Under  one 
general  fovercign,  the  people  are  diflingui(hed  into  the 
dalles  of  arce,  manahouna,  and  towtow,  which  bear  fome 
diilant  relation  to  thofe  of  the  feudal  fyllcms  of  Europe. 

The  fimplicity  of  their  whole  life  contributes  to  foften 
thefe  diftinetions,  and  to  reduce  them  to  a level.  Where 
the  climate  and  the  cuftom  of  the  country  do  not  abfolute- 
ly  require  a perfect  garment ; where  it  is  cafy  at  every  flep 
to  gather  as  many  plants  as  form  not  only  a decent,  but 
likewife  a cuftomary  covering  ; and  where  all  the  ncccfla- 
ries  of  life  are  within  the  reach  of  every  individual,  at  the 
expence  of  a trilling  labour,  ambition  and  envy  mull  in  a 
great  meafure  be  unknown.  It  is  true,  the  higher  dalles 
of  people  polTcfs  fome  dainty  articles,  fuch  as  pork,  filli, 
fowl,  and  cloth  almoft  exclufively ; but  the  defire  of  in- 
dulging the  appetite  in  a few  trilling  luxuries,  can  at  mod 
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render  individuals,  and  not  whole  nations,  unhappy.  Ab- 
folute  want  occalions  the  miferies  of  the  lower  clafs  in  fome 
civilized  Hates,  and  is  the  refult  of  the  unbounded  volup- 
tuoufnefs  of  their  fuperiors.  At  O-Taheitee  there  is  not, 
in  general,  that  difparity  between  the  higheft  and  the 
meaned  man,  which  fubfids  in  England  between  a reputa- 
ble tradefman  and  a labourer.  The  afFedlion  of  the  Ta- 
heitians  for  their  chiefs,  which  they  never  failed  to  exprefs 
upon  all  occafions,  gave  us  great  room  to  fuppofe  that  they 
confider  themfelvcs  as  one  family,  and  refpedl  their  eldeft- 
born  in  the  perfons  of  their  chiefs.  Perhaps  the  origin  of 
their  government  was  patriarchal,  and  the  king  might  on- 
ly be  dignified  by  virtue  of  being  confidered  as  the  father 
of  his  people,  till  by  degrees  the  conditution  fettled  into  its 
prefent  form.  Still  there  remains  much  ancient  fimplicity 
in  that  familiarity  between  the  fovereign  and  the  fubjech 
The  lowed  man  in  the  nation  fpcaks  as  freely  with  his  king 
as  with  his  equal,  and  has  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  as 
often  as  he  likes.  This  intercourfe  would  become  more 
difficult  as  foon  as  defpotifm  fhould  begin  to  gain  ground. 
The  king  at  times  amufes  himfelf  with  the  occupations  of 
his  fubjedts,  and  not  yet  depraved  by  the  falfe  notions  of 
an  empty  date,  often  paddles  his  own  canoe,  without  think- 
ing fuch  an  employment  derogatory  to  his  dignity.  How 
long  fuch  an  happy  equality  may  lad,  is  uncertain  i fince 
the  indolence  of  the  chiefs  is  already,  notwithdanding  the 
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exuberant  fertility  of  the  foil,  a Hep  towards  its  deftruc-  su-t/mIW 
tion.  Though  cultivation  is  a labour  fcarce  felt  at  prefent 
by  the  towtows,  to  whom  it  is  allotted  j yet  by  infenfible 
degrees  it  will  fall  heavier  upon  them,  as  the  number  of 
chiefs  mud  naturally  increafe  in  a much  greater  propor- 
tion, than  their  own  clafs,  for  this  obvious  rcafon,  becaufe 
the  chiefs  are  perfectly  unemployed.  This  addition  of  la- 
bour will  have  a bad  effeCl  on  their  bodies,  they  will  grow 
ill-lhapcd,  and  their  bones  become  marrowlcfs  : their 
greater  expofure  to  the  attion  of  a vertical  fun,  will  blacken 
their  fkins,  and  they  will  dwindle  away  to  dwarfs,  by  the 
more  frequent  proftitution  of  their  infant  daughters,  to  the 
voluptuous  pleafures  of  the  great.  That  pampered  race, 
on  the  contrary,  will  preferve  all  the  advantages  of  an  ex- 
traordinary fize,  of  a fuperior  elegance  of  formt  and  fea- 
tures, and  of  a purer  colour,  by  indulging  a voracious  ap- 
petite, and  living  in  abfolute  idlenefs.  At  laft  the  com- 
mon people  will  perceive  thefe  grievances,  and  the  caufcs 
which  produced  them ; and  a proper  fenfe  of  the  general 
rights  of  mankind  awaking  in  them,  will  bring  on  a re- 
volution. This  is  the  natural  circle  of  human  affairs  ; at 
prefent  there  is  fortunately  no  room  to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a 
change  will  take  place  for  along  feries  of  years  to  come  ; but 
how  much  the  introduction  of  foreign  luxuries  may  haften 
that  fatal  period,  cannot  be  too  frequently  repeated  to  Eu- 
ropeans.. 
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iiFTEMoc*  ropcans.  If  the  knowledge  of  a few  individuals  can  only 
be  acquired  at  fuch  a price  as  the  happinefs  of  nations,  it 
were  better  for  the  difeoverers,  and  the  difeovered,  that  the 
South  Sea  had  flill  remained  unknown  to  Europe  and  its 
reftlefs  inhabitants. 
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CHAP.  X. 

Account  of  our  Tranf actions  at  lb:  Society  IJlandt. 

1 | ' H E wind  with  which  we  failed  from  O-Taheitee, 
freflicned  after  fun-fet,  and  favoured  our  departure 
from  that  happy  ifland,  which  we  ftill  difeerned  by  moon- 
light. 

The  next  day,  at  eleven  o’clock,  we  faw  the  ifle  of 
Huahine,  which  is  about  twenty-five  leagues  from  Taheitee, 
and  was  firft  difeovered  by  captain  Cook,  on  the  1 1 th  of 
July,  17  69.  A number  of  our  people  now  felt  the  effcdls 
of  their  intercourfe  with  the  women  at  Matavai  Bay,  and 
had  fymptoms  of  a difagreeablc  complaint.  All  the  patients, 
however,  without  exception,  had  this  difeafe  only  in  a very 
flight  and  benign  degree.  The  queftion  which  has  been  agi- 
tated between  the  French  and  Englifli  navigators,  concerning 
the  firft  introduiflion  of  this  evil  to  Taheitee,  might  be  de- 
cided very  favourably  for  them  both,  by  fuppofing  the  dif- 
eafe to  have  exifted  at  Taheitee  previous  to  their  arrival. 
The  argument,  that  none  of  captain  Wallis’s  people  re- 
ceived the  infection,  does  not  feem  to  controvert  this  fup- 
pofition,  but  only  proves,  that  the  women,  who  proftituted 
themfelves  to  his  crew,  were  free  from  it:  which  was  per- 
Vol.  I.  B b b haps 
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ser'l’-cir  ow‘nS  t0  a precaution  of  the  natives,  who  might  be 

apprehcnftve  of  expofing  themfelves  to  the  anger  of  the 
flrangers,  by  conferring  fuch  a defperate  gift  upon  them  *. 
We  heard,  however,  of  another  difeafe  of  a different  nature, 
whilll  we  (laid  upon  the  ifland  ; and  which  they  called 
o-pay-no-Pcppe,  (the  fore  of  Peppe,)  adding,  that  it  was 
brought  by  the  fliip  which  they  defigned  by  that  name, 
and  which,  according  to  different  accounts,  had  either  been 
two,  three,  or  five  months  before  us  at  Taheitec.  By  the 
account  of  the  fymptoms,  it  feemed  to  be  a kind  of  le- 
profy.  Nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  imagine,  how  the 
ftrangers  (Spaniards,)  who  vifited  Taheitee  in  that  fhip, 
might  be  innocently  charged  with  introducing  that  difeafe. 
In  order  to  give  rife  to  a general  error  of  this  fort,  it  is 
fuffkient  that  it  broke  out  nearly  about  the  time  of  their 
arrival,  and  that  fome  diftant  connections  between  them 
and  the  perfons  affcdlcd,  could  be  traced.  This  is  the 
more  probable,  as  it  is  certain,  that  there  are  feveral  forts 
of  lepcrous  complaints  exifting  among  the  inhabitants, 
fuch  as  the  clephantiafis,  which  refembles  the  yaws  ; alfo 
an  eruption  over  the  whole  fkin,  and  laftly  a monftrous 
rotting  ulcer,  of  a molt  loathfome  appearance.  However, 

• Sec  M.  de  Bougainville’s  Voyage,  Englifli  Edition,  pag.  273,  274,  285, 
286.  and  Hawkefworth,  vol.  I.  p.  489,  490.  and  vol.  II.  p.  232.  M.  dc  Bougain- 
ville, with  the  politenefs  of  a well-bred  man,  doubts,  whether  tbe  difeafe  exifted 
at  Taheitec  previous  to  his  arrival  or  not  j the  English  fcaman  allcrts  his  opi- 
nion as  fa&  in  pofitivc  terms. 

all 
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all  thefe  very  feldom  occur,  and  cfpccially  the  lad;  for  the  Sl!rVt '„tI. 
excellence  of  their  climate,  and  the  fimplicity  of  their  ve- 
getable food,  which  cannot  be  too  much  extolled,  pre- 
vent not  only  thefe,  but  almoft  all  dangerous  and  deadly 
diforders. 

Towards  fun-fet  wc  brought  to  within  two  leagues  of  j. 
Huahine  j and  the  next  day,  at  four  o’clock,  doubled  the 
north  end  of  that  ifland,  and  then  bore  up  for  the  harbour 
of  O-Wharre.  Huahine  is  divided  by  a deep  inlet  into 
two  peninfulas,  connefted  by  an  iflhmus  entirely  over- 
flowed at  high-water.  Its  hills  are  much  inferior  to  thofc 
of  Taheitee  in  height,  but  their  appearance  flrongly  indi- 
cated them  as  the  former  feats  of  a volcano.  The  fum- 
mit  of  one  of  them  had  much  the  appearance  of  a crater, 
and  a blackifli  fpungy  rock  was  feen  on  one  of  its  Cdcs, 
which  feemed  to  be  lava.  At  fun-rife  wc  beheld  fome  of 
the  other  Society  Ifles,  called  O-RaieUa  (Ulietea,)  O-Tala,  and 
iiorabora  (Bolabola.)  The  laft  forms  a peak  like  Maatea, 
but  infinitely  higher  and  more  confiderablc,  on  the  top  of 
which  there  appeared  alfo  the  crater  of  a volcano.  There 
are  two  entrances  to  O-Wharrc  harbour  ; of  thefe  we  chofe 
the  fouthermoft,  and  having  a very  ftcady  breeze  off  fhore, 
our  navigators  tried  their  flcill  in  working  in.  The  en- 
trance might  be  about  three  or  four  hundred  yards  long, 
and  barely  a hundred  yards  wide  between  two  reefs. 

However  in  this  fpace  we  made  fix  or  feven  trips  with 
B b b 2 amazing 
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amazing  dexterity,  each  trip  lading  about  two  or  three 
minutes.  We  had  not  yet  worked  in,  when  the  Adven- 
ture came  in  after  us,  but  unfortunately  approached  too- 
near  one  of  the  reefs,  juft  as  flic  was  putting  about,  and 
leaned  on  the  fide  of  the  coral  rock.  Wc  were  for  the 
prefent  intent  only  in  faving  our  own  fliip  for  fear  of  the 
word  that  might  happen,  and  foon  after  came  to  an  an- 
chor. As  foon  as  that  was  done,  our  boats  were  difpatch- 
ed  to  the  afliftance  of  our  confort,  and  flie  was  towed  into 
the  harbour.  Her  bottom  being  examined,  it  was  found 
that  {he  had  fuSered  no  damage,  which  was  likewife  the 
cafe  with  the  Refolution,  when  (he  flruck  on  the  coaft  of 
Tiarraboo. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  was  exadly  the  fame 
here  as  at  Taheitee,  but  upon  a much  fmaller  fcale  ; the 
circumference  of  the  whole  ifle  being  only  about  feven  or 
eight  leagues.  The  plains  are  therefore  very  inconfiderable, 
and  there  arc  hardly  any  intermediate  hills  between  them 
and  the  higher  mountains,  which  take  their  rife  immedi- 
ately from  the  (kirts  of  the  plain.  The  country,  however, 
contained  a variety  of  pleafant  little  fpots.  Not  a (ingle 
canoe  came  off  to  us  here  beyond  the  reefs,  but  we  had 
not  been  long  at  anchor  before  a few  of  them  arrived 
loaded  with  coco-nuts,  bread-fruit,  and  large  fowls.  We 
were  very  glad  to  meet  with  thefe  birds,  having  obtained 
only  a (ingle  pair  at  Taheitee,  where  they  had  been  en- 
tirely 
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lirely  fwept  away  by  former  navigators.  Amongft  the  na- 
tives who  came  on  board,  there  was  one  who  had  a mon- 
ftrous  rupture  or  hernia,  which  did  not  fccm  to  incumber 
him  much,  as  he  came  up  the  fides  of  the  (hip  with  great 
agility.  The  natives  fpokc  the  fame  language,  had  the 
fame  features,  and  wore  the  fame  cloth,  made  of  bark,  as 
thofe  of  Taheitee;  but  none  of  their  women  appeared. 
They  bartered  very  fairly  for  our  beads  and  nails,  and  in  a 
little  time  had  fold  us  a dozen  of  very  large  cocks,  of  a 
beautiful  plumage  ■,  but  it  may  be  remarked,  that  they 
feldom  brought  the  hens  for  fale.  Towards  eleven  o’clock 
the  captains  went  on  feore  to  a large  feed,  of  which  the 
fides  reached  to  the  ground,  and  which  gave  feclter  to  a 
double  canoe.  Here  they  appointed  a perfon  to  trade  with 
the  natives,  which  they  did  fo  regularly  that  we  colledled 
upwards  of  twenty  hogs  this  day  for  large  fpike  nails  or 
fmall  hatchets,  and  about  a dozen  of  dogs,  which  feemed 
to  be  the  mod  ftupid  animals  of  their  kind,  but  were 
reckoned  excellent  provifion  by  the  natives.  During  our 
firfl  walk  we  found  two  plants  which  we  had  not  fecn  be- 
fore •,  and  we  took  notice  that  all  the  bread-trees  in  that 
part  had  already  young  fruit,  of  the  fize  of  fmall  apples, 
which,  as  the  natives  faid,  would  not  be  ripe  in  lefs  than 
four  months.  The  diftrift  where  we  landed  feemed  to  be 
entirely  deftitute  of  bananas  ; the  natives,  however,  brought 
us  fome  bunches  of  this  fruit  from  other  parts,  which 
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ser/tuiEt.  proves  that  they  have  the  art  of  managing  fome  of  their 
plantations  fo  as  to  produce  at  different  feafons ; but  thefe 
late  crops  are,  as  may  be  eafily  conceived,  very  trifling  in 
quantity,  and  referved  for  the  luxury  of  their  chiefs. 

We  returned  on  board  to  dinner,  and  afterwards  made 

/ 

another  excurfion  on  fliorc,  where  we  were  told,  that  the 
chiefs  of  the  ifland  would  make  their  appearance  the  next 
day.  We  were  not  much  incommoded  by  the  inhabitants 
on  our  rambles,  our  train  feldom  exceeding  fifteen  or 
twenty,  except  near  a place  of  general  refort,  fuch  as  the 
fhed  where  our  trade  was  carried  on.  The  fmallnefs  of  the 
ifland  might  be  the  principal  caufc  of  the  difference  from 
what  we  had  experienced  at  Tahcitce ; but  it  mud  be  added, 
that  the  natives  here  were  not  well  enough  acquainted  with 
our  difpofition  to  expedt  to  reap  any  advantage  from  follow- 
ing us ; and  did  not,  upon  the  whole,  exprefs  that  degree 
of  curiofity,  nor  of  fear,  which  was  inherent  in  the  Tahei- 
tians,  who  had  had  fufikient  caufe  to  dread  the  fuperior 
power  of  our  fire-arms. 

Our  Taheitian  friend  Porca  went  alhore  with  us  in  a 
linen  frock  and  a pair  of  trowfers,  and  carried  captain 
Cook's  powder-horn  and  fhot-  pouch.  He  told  us  that  he 
was  defirous  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  our  people,  and 
therefore  never  fpoke  the  Taheitian  language,  but  conti- 
nued to  mutter  fome  unintelligible  founds,  which  adlually 
impofed  upon  the  multitude.  To  favour  the  illufion,  he 

. would 
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would  no  longer  hearken  to  his  Taheitian  name  Porca,  •»»!■ 
but  defired  to  have  an  Englilh  one  ; the  failors  imme- 
diately called  him  Tom,  with  which  he  was  extremely 
well  pleafed,  and  foon  learnt  the  ufual  anfwer  of  Sir, 
which  he  exprefled  Yorro.  What  aim  he  propofed  to  him- 
felf  in  afluming  this  difguife,  we  could  not  conceive, 
unlefs  it  was,  that  he  exported  to  have  greater  confcquence 
in  the  charatfter  of  an  Englilh  failor,  than  that  of  a Ta-" 
heitian  towtow. 

The  next  day  my  father  accompanied  the  captains  to 
the  trading-place,  and  from  thence  to  the  north  part  of 
the  harbour,  where  they  found  the  acting  chief,  Oree,  who 
was  the  uncle  of  the  prefent  king  Territarea  (perhaps  T’- 
Aree-Tarea.)  They  put  aChore  near  a houfe  on  the  water- 
fide,  where  Oree  was  feated  amidft  a number  of  his  at- 
tendants. Two  of  the  natives  who  were  in  the  boat,  feeing 
our  gentlemen  preparing  to  land,  defired  them  to  fit  ftill 
a while,  till  they  had  brought  fome  plantanc-ftems,  in 
fign  of  peace  and  friendfliip.  They  prefented  two  of  thefe 
to  our  people,  and  defired  them  to  ornament  them  with 
large  nails,  looking-glafifes,  medals,  & c.  This  requeft  being 
complied  with,  the  (terns  thus  loaded  were  brought  on 
fhore  and  prefented,  whilft  they  bid  our  people  pronounce 
to  the  firft  no  t'Eatua,  “ for  the  Divinity,’’  and  to  the  fecond, 
na  te  tost  O-Teote  no  Oree,  “ from  the  friend,  Cook,  to  Oree.” 

This 
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siPTiuiia.  ^'s  done,  our  people  received  in  their  turn  five  plantane- 
ftalks  fucceflively  under  the  following  denominations. 

i .  The  firft,  accompanied  with  a pig,  no  t'Arec  “ from 
the  king,”  (meaning  T’-arec-tarca  who  was  a boy  about 
fcven  or  eight  years  old). 

2.  The  fccond,  with  another  pig,  no  t'Ealiu,  “ for  the 
divinity.” 

3.  The  third,  no  te  Toimoe.  This  term  was  entirely  un- 
intelligible to  our  people  at  that  time,  but  it  appeared  from 
fubfequent  explanations,  to  fignify  “ a welcome.” 

4.  The  fourth  with  a dog,  no  te  Toura,  “ from  the  rope.” 
Here,  though  the  words  were  underftood,  the  meaning  was, 
if  polliblc,  more  obfeure  than  in  the  preceding  article,  and 
what  is  worfe,  we  could  never  obtain  any  light  upon  the 
fubjeft. 

5.  The  laft  with  a pig,  no  te  tayo  O-Oree  no  Toote,  “ from 
the  friend  Oi  ee  to  Cook.” 

To  conclude  this  ceremony,  the  fame  man  who  brought 
all  thefc  things,  likewife  prefented  a red  bag,  containing  a 
piece  of  pewter  with  this  infeription,  “ His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty’s  fliip,  Endeavour.  Lieutenant  Cook  commander,  idth 
of  July,  1769.  Huahine,”  together  with  a counter  *.  This 
j teftimony  of  captain  Cook’s  firft  vifu  to  the  ifiand  of  Huahine, 

which  he  had  left  to  Oree  with  an  injunction  never  to  part 


# See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  253. 
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with  it,  was  probably  laid  before  him  at  prefent,  to  fhew 
that  his  direftions  had  been  ftridUy  adhered  to.  As  foon  as 
he  had  received  it,  he  Hepped  afhore  with  all  hi*  company, 
and  embraced  Orcc,  who  was  an  old  man  between  fifty 
and  City,  thin,  and  very  blear-eyed.  He  received  our  peo- 
ple very  cordially  as  known  friends,  and  prefented  feveral 
large  bales  of  cloth  to  the  captain ; after  which  the  in- 
habitants flocked  in  great  numbers  to  his  houfe,  with 
abundance  of  fowls,  hogs,  and  dogs,  which  they  eagerly 
fold  for  the  trifling  conflderation  of  nails,  knives,  and 
fmall  hatchets. 

In  the  mean  while  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfclf,  after 
landing  at  the  trading- place,  proceeded  to  Oree’s  houfe  by 
land.  On  this  walk  we  faw  great  numbers  of  hogs, 
dogs,  and  fowls.  The  laft  roamed  about  at  pleafure 
through  the  woods,  and  roofted  on  fruit-trees ; the  hogs 
were  likewife  allowed  to  run  about,  but  received  regular 
portions  of  food,  which  were  commonly  diftributed  by  old 
women.  We  obferved  one  of  them  in  particular,  feeding 
a little  pig  with  the  four  fermented  bread-fruit  paftc,  called 
mahei  i fhe  held  the  pig  with  one  hand,  and  offered  it  a 
tough  pork’s  fkin,  but  as  foon  as  it  opened  the  mouth  to 
fnap  at  it,  fhe  contrived  to  throw  a handful  of  the  four 
pafle  in,  which  the  little  animal  would  not  take  without 
this  flratagem.  The  dogs  in  fpite  of  their  ftupidity,  were 
in  high  favour  with  all  the  women,  who  could  not  have 
Vox..  I.  C c c nurfed 
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siFTKussit.  nurfed  them  with  a more  ridiculous  affedlion,  if  they  had 
really  been  ladies  of  fafhion  in  Europe.  We  were  witnefTes 
of  a remarkable  inftance  of  kindnefs,  when  we  faw  a mid- 
dle aged  woman,  whofe  breads  were  full  of  milk,  offering 
them  to  a little  puppy  which  had  been  trained  up  to  fuck 
them.  We  were  fo  much  furprifed  at  this  fight,  that  we 
could  not  help  expreffing  our  diflike  of  it ; but  (lie  fmiled 
at  our  obfervation,  and  added,  that  fhe  differed  little  pigs 
to  do  the  fame  fervice.  Upon  enquiry  however,  we  found 
that  fhe  had  loft  her  child,  and  did  her  the  juflice  amongft 
ourfelvcs  to  acknowledge  that  this  expedient  was  very  in- 
nocent and  formerly  praftifed  in  Europe*.  The  dogs  of 
all  thefe  iftands  were  fhort,  and  their  fizes  vary  from  that 
of  a lap-dog  to  the  largcft  fpaniel.  Their  head  is  broad,, 
the  fnout  pointed,  the  eyes  very  fmall,  the  ears  upright, 
and  their  hair  rather  long,  lank,  hard,  and  of  different 
colours,  but  moll  commonly  white  and  brown.  They 
fcldom  if  ever  barked,  but  howled  fometimes,  and  were 
fhy  of  ftrangers  to  a degree  of  averfion. 

We  met  with  fome  of  the  birds  here,  which  we  had 
already  feen  at  Taheitee,  and  alfo  a blue  white-bellied 
king's-fifher,  and  a greyifh  heron.  We  {hot  fome  of  each 
fort,  but  found  a number  of  people  among  the  croud,. 

• The  Indian  women  in  America,  whofe  milk  is  remarkably  abundant, 
have  frequent  recourfe  to  this  expedient  to  drain  their  breads.  See  the  Canon 
Pauw’s  Rcchcrchcs  Philofophiques  fur  les  Americans,  vol.  I.  p.  55. 
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who  annexed  an  idea  of  holinefs  to  thefe  birds,  and  called 
them  eatooas,  which  is  the  fame  name  by  which  they  dc- 
Cgn  God.  There  were  however  at  all  times,  at  lead  an 
equal,  if  not  greater  number  of  people  who  dedred  us  to 
Ihoot  them,  and  were  very  ready  to  point  them  out.  Nei- 
ther did  any  of  them  exprefs  a mark  of  difapprobation 
after  we  had  killed  the  birds.  It  is  certain  that  they  do 
not  look  upon  them  as  divinities,  bccaufc  thefe  accord- 
ing to  their  ideas  are  invifiblc  ; but  (he  name  of  eatooa 
which  they  bellow  on  them,  feems  to  convey  an  idea  of  a 
much  greater  veneration,  than  that  which  protects  fwallows 
and  other  birds  in  England,  againll  the  mifehievous  pur- 
fuit  of  unlucky  boys.  Here  and  in  many  other  circum- 
ftanccs  relative  to  civil,  political,  and  religious  inditutions, 
we  are  entirely  at  a lofs  i and  on  account  of  our  fliort  con- 
tinuance among  thefe  idanders,  as  well  as  for  want  of 
knowing  their  language,  could  never  obtain  any  fatisfadlory 
information. 

With  the  acquifitions  which  we  had  made,  we  con- 
tinued our  excurdon  to  the  northern  arm  of  the  harbour, 
where  Mr.  Smith,  one  of  our  mates,  fuperintended  the  wa- 
terers.  We  found  a number  of  natives  aflembled  about 
him,  who  brought  fo  many  hogs  for  fale,  that  we  were 
plentifully  fupplied  with  frefli  meat,  and  could  ferve  it 
every  day  to  both  (hips  companies.  Vegetables  on  the 
C c c 2 other 


■m. 

SEVTI:U£ER« 


Digitized  by  Google 


380 


>77J- 

BlfTEMBEK 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


other  hand  were  fo  fcarce  here,  that  we  rarely  got  plan- 
tanes,  bread-fruit,  and  coco-nuts,  but  contented  ourfelves 
with  fome  good  yams,  which  when  boiled  fupplied  the 
place  of  bread.  Towards  noon  we  reached  Oree’s  houfe, 
after  walking  along  a beach  of  fmall  white  fhell  fand, 
amidfl  a low  kind  of  coco-palms,  affording  a good  deal  of 
(hade,  which  is  always  acceptable  in  thefe  climates.  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  been  more  fuccefsful  in  trading  than  all 
the  other  panics,  fo  that  when  we  returned  into  the  boat, 
we  had  fcarce  room  enough  to  fit  in  it.  In  the  afternoon 
we  returned  to  Oree’s  houfe,  where  we  found  him  fur- 
rounded  by  a great  number  of  the  principal  people  of  the 
ifland.  They  appeared  to  be  fo  exactly  like  the  Tahei- 
tians,  that  we  could  perceive  no  difference,  nor  could 
we  by  any  means  verify  that  affertion  of  former  navigators, 
that  the  women  of  this  ifland  were  in  general  fairer  and 
more  handfome  * ; but  this  may  vary  according  to  cir- 
cumflances.  They  were  however  not  fo  troublefome  in 
begging  for  beads  and  other  prefents,  nor  fo  forward  to 
bellow  their  favours  on  the  new  comers,  though  at  our 
landing  and  putting  off,  fome  of  the  common  fort  fre- 
quently performed  an  indecent  ceremony,  which  is  def- 
cribed  in  the  accounts  of  former  voyagers,  but  without 
any  of  the  preparatory  circumftanccs  which  Ooratooa  had 


• See  Hjwltefworth,  rol.  II.  p.  154. 
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pra&ifed  f.  We  had  likewifc  much  lefs  reafon  to  extol 
the  hofpitality  of  the  inhabitants,  their  general  behaviour 
being  rather  more  indifferent,  and  the  Taheitian  cuftom  of 
reciprocal  prefents  almoft  entirely  unknown.  On  our 
walks  wc  were  unmolefted,  but  their  conduft  was  bolder 
and  more  unconcerned  than  that  of  the  Taheitians,  and  the 
explofion,  as  well  as  the  effedts  of  our  fowling-pieces  did 
not  ftrike  them  with  fear  and  aftonilhment.  Thefe  differ- 
ences were  certainly  owing  to  the  various  treament  which 
the  people  of  both  iQands  had  met  with  on  the  part  of 
Europeans.  There  were,  however,  not  wanting  inftanccs 
of  hofpitality  and  good-will  even  here.  A chief,  named 
Tmrnua,  entreated  my  father  to  come  to  his  houfe,  which 
lay  in  the  interior  part  of  the  plain.  He  accepted  the  in- 
vitation, and  was  very  well  entertained ; bcfidcs  having  an 
opportunity  of  purchafing  one  of  thofe  targets  or  breaft- 
plates  which  I have  already  mentioned. 

Oree  came  on  board  early  the  next  morning  with  his 
fons,  the  eldeft  of  them  a handfomc  little  boy,  about  eleven 
years  old,  who  received  our  prefents  with  great  indiflcr- 
cnce  i but  he,  as  well  as  all  the  people  of  the  idand,  were 
highly  delighted  with  the  bagpipe,  and  required  it  to  be 
conftantly  played.  With  Orce,  who  now  went  by  the  name 
of  Cookee,  as  .he  had  done  whilft  the  Endeavour  lay  here  *, 

+ See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  125.  See  alfo  vol,  I.  p.  438,  440.  They 
lifted  up  their  garments  from  the  knee  to  the  waift. 

• See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  251. 

WC 


»?7J- 

Stmum. 


Sunday  5* 


Digitized  by  Google 


332 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


*771* 

JtPTEMBII. 


we  returned  on  fhorc,  where  we  difperfed  in  fearch  of 
plants  and  other  curiofities.  In  the  evening  we  all  met 
together  again,  when  Dr.  Sparrman,  who  had  been  entire- 
ly by  himfelf  towards  the  north  point  of  the  ifle,  acquaint- 
ed us  that  he  had  met  with  a large  lagoon  of  falt-water, 
which  extended  feveral  miles  parallel  to  the  coaft,  and  had 
an  intolerable  flench  on  account  of  the  putrid  mud  which 
lay  on  its  fhores.  Here  he  had  met  with  feveral  plants, 
which  are  common  enough  in  the  ifles  and  coafts  of  the 
Eaft  Indies,  but  not  fo  frequent  in  other  parts  of  the  South 
6ca  iGands.  A Angle  native,  whom  he  had  entrufted  with 
his  plant-bag,  had  proved  extremely  faithful  to  him.  When- 
ever the  dcxflor  fat  down  to  deferibe,  the  native  feated  him- 
felf behind  him,  and  took  both  the  fkirts  of  his  coat,  con- 
taining his  pockets,  in  his  hand,  in  order,  as  he  faid,  to 
prevent  the  thieves  from  coming  at  them.  By  this  means 
the  doftor  had  not  loft  any  thing  when  he  came  on  board  ; 
feveral  of  the  natives,  however,  feeming  to  think  him  in 
their  power,  had  bellowed  upon  him  fomc  ill-natured  looks 
and  opprobrious  names. 

The  next  day  he  ventured  out  again  entirely  by  himfelf, 
while  we  remained  at  the  trading-place  with  captain  Cook. 
One  of  the  natives,  named  Tubai,  a tall  man,  drefled  in  fc- 
veral  large  pieces  of  the  cloth  of  bark,  ftained  with  red, 
and  who  had  feveral  bundles  of  birds  feathers  hanging  at 
his  girdle,  prohibited  the  fale  of  hogs  and  bread-fruit,  and 
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actually  feized  a bag  of  nails  which  the  captain's  clerk 
held  in  his  hand.  However,  when  the  latier  called  for 
aftiftance,  he  let  it  go  again,  and  perceiving  one  of  our 
young  gentlemen  trying  to  ftrike  a bargain  for  a large 
fowl,  he  took  a nail  from  him  by  force,  and  threatened  to 
beat  him  with  his  club.  A complaint  being  made  to  cap- 
tain Cook,  juft  as  he  was  going  aboard  in  a boat,  he  re- 
turned afhore,  and  bid  Tubai  to  leave  the  place.  Upon 
his  refufal,  the  captain  went  up  to  him  and  feized  two 
large  clubs  which  the  native  had  in  his  hand ; but  the 
latter  ftrugglcd  with  him,  till  captain  Cook  drew  his  hanger, 
on  which  he  made  off.  The  clubs,  which  were  made  of 
the  cafuarina  wood,  were  broken  and  the  pieces  thrown 
into  the  fea,  by  the  captain's  order,  while  he  recalled  the 
reft  of  the  natives,  who  began  to  be  alarmed,  and  were 
preparing  to  leave  the  trading-place.  They  all  agreed  that 
this  Tubai  was  a bad  man,  (tata-eeno,)  and  feemed  to  think 
that  we  had  done  him  juftice.  However,  as  captain  Cook 
was  going  to  fend  his  boat  on  board  for  a party  of 
marines  to  protect  our  traders,  the  whole  croud  difperfed 
at  once  and  left  us  alone.  We  had  not  been  above  two 
minutes  at  a lofs  to  account  for  their  behaviour,  when  Dr. 
Sparrman  arrived  almoft  dripped  naked,  and  with  the 
marks  of  feveral  violent  blows.  He  had  been  accoftcd  on. 
his  walk  by  two  of  the  natives,  who  had  invited  him  to 
proceed  farther  into  the  country,  with,  many  proteftations 
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sirrtM.it.  °f  friendfliip,  and  repetitions  of  the  word  tayo.  At  once, 
taking  the  advantage  of  an  unguarded  moment,  they  tore 
from  his  fide  a hanger,  the  only  weapon  he  had,  and  gave 
him  a blow  over  his  head  as  he  was  (looping  to  arm  him- 
felf  with  a Rone.  He  Rumbled,  and  they  tore  a black  fat- 
tin  waiRcoat  and  feveral  loofe  parts  of  drefa  from  him. 
However,  difengaging  himfelf,  he  ran  towards  the  beach 
and  outRripped  them,  when  fome  bind- weeds  caught  his 
feet,  and  detained  him  till  the  villains  came  up.  They 
gave  him  repeated  blows  over  his  temples  and  fhoulders, 
which  flunned  him  ; Rripped  his  (hirt  over  his  head,  and 
were  jufl  preparing  to  cut  his  hands,  becaufe  the  Reeve- 
buttons  held  the  (hirt,  when  he  fortunately  opened  them 
with  his  teeth,  and  they  made  off  with  their  booty.  Not 
above  fifty  yards  farther  on,  fome  natives  were  at  dinner, 
who,  feeing  him  paffing  by,  came  out  and  invited  him  to 
Rop,  but  he  hurried  on  towards  the  fea.  In  his  way, 
however,  he  met  two  natives,  who  immediately  took  off 
their  own  cloth,  (about, J dreffed  him  in  it,  and  attended 
him  to  the  trading-place.  Thefe  honed  people  were  re- 
warded to  the  bed  of  our  power  with  various  prefents,  and 
we  all  hurried  on  board  to  reinforce  our  party.  Dr.  Sparr- 
man  being  drefled  again,  accompanied  us  to  Oree’s  houfe 
to  whom  we  made  our  complaint.  The  old  chief  imme- 
diately refolved  to  aihR  captain  Cook  in  the  fearch  after 
the  thieves,  but  his  noble  refolution  filled  all  his  relations 
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with  terror.  Upwards  of  fifty  people  of  both  fexes  began  s 
to  weep  when  he  ftepped  into  the  boat ; forae  with  the 
rood  pathetic  and  moving  geftures  tried  to  diffuade  him ; 
and  others  held  him  back,  and  embraced  him  ; but  he  was 
not  to  be  prevailed  upon,  and  went  off  with  us,  faying, 
that  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend,  becaufe  he  was  not  the 
guilty  perfon.  My  father  offered  to  remain  on  fliore  as 
an  hoftage,  but  he  would  not  admit  of  it,  and  took  only 
one  of  his  relations  in  the  boat  with  him.  We  rowed  up 
a deep  creek  oppoGte  the  fhip6,  where  this  villainy  had  been 
committed,  and  afterwards  took  a long  walk  into  the 
country  to  no  purpofe ; for  all  Oree’s  meflengers,  who 
were  fent  to  apprehend  the  robbers,  did  not  perform  their 
duty.  At  laft  we  returned  to  the  boat,  where  Orce  re- 
embarked with  us,  notwithftanding  the  tears  of  an  old 
lady  and  of  her  handfome  daughter.  The  young  woman, 
in  a fit  of  frantic  grief,  took  up  fome  (hells  and  cut  lierfelf 
on  the 'head  with  them,  but  her  mother  tore  them  out  of 
her  hands,  and  actually  accompanied  Orec  to  the  (hip. 
Here  he  dined  with  us  very  heartily,  but  the  woman,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftotn  of  the  country,  would  not  touch  our 
provifions.  After  dinner  we  brought  him  back  to  his  - 
houfe,  which  was  croudcd  with  different  groups  of  the 
principal  families  on  the  ifland,  who  fat  on  the  ground, 
and  many  of  whom  (hed  tears  plentifully.  We  fat  down 
amongft  thefc  difconfolatc  people,  and  with  all  the  Tahei- 
Vol.  I.  D dd  tian 
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tian  oratory  we  were  mailers  of,  endeavoured  to  footh  them 
into  content  and  good  humour.  The  women,  in  particular, 
(hewed  a great  fenfibility,  and  could  not  recover  for  a long 
while.  At  lad  we  fucceeded  to  appcafc  their  violence  of 
grief  5 and,  as  fome  of  us  could  not  behold  their  dillrcfs, 
without  admiring  the  excellence  of  their  hearts,  we  natural- 
ly fympathized  with  them,  with  a degree  of  fincerity  which 
entirely  regained  their  confidence.  It  is  indeed  one  of  the 
happieft  reflections  which  this  voyage  has  enabled  us  to 
make,  that  inftcad  of  finding  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  ifles 
wholly  plunged  in  fenfuality,  as  former  voyagers  have 
falfely  reprefented  them,  we  have  met  with  the  molt  ge- 
nerous and  exalted  fentiments  among  them,  that  do  honour 
to  the  human  race  in  general.  Vicious  characters  are  to 
be  met  with  in  all  focietics  of  men  j but  for  one  villain  itv 
thefe  ifles,  we  can  (hew  at  lead  fifty  in  England,  or  any  ci- 
vilized country. 

In  a little  time  the  trade  went  on  as  brifkly  as  ever,  and 
we  were  particularly  fortunate  in  obtaining  a fupply  of 
vegetables.  Towards  evening  two  of  Oree's  meflengers  ar- 
rived with  the  hanger  and  a part  of  Dr.  Sparrman’s  waid- 
coat,  which  were  redored  to  him,  and  with  thefe  foon  after 
we  returned  on  board. 

In  the  morning,  at  day-break,  the  captains  went  to 
Oree’s  houfe,  and  returned  the  piece  of  pewter  on  which, 
the  commemoration  of  the  fird  difeovery  was  engraved.. 
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At  the  fame  time  they  gave  him  a piece  of  copper,  with  this 
infcjipiion : his  britannick  majesty's  ships  resolu- 

tion and  adventure,  September  > 773-  to  which  they 
added  a number  of  medals,  and  defired  him  to  (hew  it  to 
any  flrangers  that  happened  to  touch  here.  As  foon  as 
they  were  on  board  again,  the  feamcn  hove  the  anchor, 
and  we  got  under  fail,  in  company  with  the  Adventure. 
The  quantity  of  live  flock  which  we  had  purchafed  during 
our  three  days  flay  was  amazing,  and  (hewed  how  great  a 
value  the  natives  had  fet  upon  our  iron-work.  The  Rcfo- 
lution  alone  had  two  hundred  and  nine  live  hogs,  thirty 
dogs,  and  about  fifty  fowls  on  board,  when  (he  failed,  and 
the  Adventure  had  not  much  lefs.  We  were  fcarcc  got  un- 
der way  when  Oree  arrived  along-fide  in  a fmall  canoe, 
and  came  on  board  he  acquainted  us  that  the  robbers,  and 
the  things  they  had  carried  off,  were  taken,  and  defired 
both  the  captains,  as  well  as  Dr.  Sparrman,  to  come  on 
(hore,  in  order  to  fee  the  villains  punilhed.  But  unfortu- 
nately his  (lory  was  mifunderftood,  and  we  loft  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  their  method  of  inflicling  punilhments. 
Captain  Cook  believing  that  Oree  fpoke  of  fome  of  his 
countrymen  who  were  embarked  in  the  Adventure  againft 
his  will,  immediately  difpatchcd  his  boat  to  bring  them 
back ; but  that  veffel  being  a great  way  ahead,  and  we 
driving  out  to  fea  very  faft,  Oree  became  impatient,  took 
a cordial  leave  of  us  all,  and  returned  cn  fliorc  in  his  little 
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canoe,  with  only  one  of  his  countrymen  to  affift  him.  A 
little  while  after  our  boat  returned  from  the  Adventure, 
and  brought  on  board  O-Mat,  the  only  native  who  had  em- 
barked in  that  veflel  with  a view  to  go  to  England.  He 
(laid  on  board  our  fhip  till  we  reached  Raietea,  whither 
we  now  directed  our  courfe.  As  foon  as  we  were  come  to 
an  anchor  there,  he  returned  on  board  the  Adventure,  and 
afterwards  came  to  England  in  her,  and  has  for  fome  time 
cngrofled  the  attention  of  the  curious.  He  feemed  to  be 
one  of  the  common  people  at  that  time,  as  he  did  not 
afpire  to  the  captain’s  company,  but  preferred  that  of  the 
armourer  and  the  common  feamcn.  But  when  he  reached 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where  the  captain  drefled  him  in 
his  own  clothes,  and  introduced  him  in  the  bed  compa- 
nies, he  declared  he  was  not  a tcutow,  which  is  the  de- 
nomination of  the  lowed  clafs,  and  affumed  the  character 
of  a loa,  or  attendant  upon  the  king.  The  world  hath 
been  amufed  at  times  with  different  fabulous  accounts  con- 
cerning this  man,  among  which  we  need  only  mention 
the  ridiculous  dory  of  his  being  a “ Pried  of  the  Sun  a 
chara<5ter  which  has  never  exifted  in  the  iflands  from 
whence  he  came.  His  dature  was  tall,  bat  very  dim,  and 
his  hands  remarkably  fmall.  His  features  did  not  convey 
an  idea  of  that  beauty  which  characterizes  the  men  at  O- 
Taheitee ; on  the  contrary,  wc  do  him  no  injudicc  to  allert 
that,  among  all  the  inhabitants  of  Taheitee  and  the  Society 
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IQcs,  we  have  fcen  few  individuals  fo  ill-favoured  as  him- 
fclf.  His  colour  was  likcwifc  the  ilarkcft  hue  of  the 
common  clafs  of  people,  and  coiTcfponded  by  no  means 
■with  the  rank  he  afterwards  affumed.  It  was  certainly 
unfortunate  that  fuch  a man  (hould  be  felc&ed  as  a fpc- 
dmen  of  a people  who  have  been  juftly  extolled  by  all 
navigators,  as  remarkably  well  featured  and  coloured, 
confidering  the  climate  in  which  they  live.  The  qualities 
of  his  heart  and  head  refemhled  thofe  of  his  countrymen  in 
general  i he  was  not  an  extraordinary  genius  like  Tupaia, 
but  he  was  warm  in  his  afledions,  grateful,  and  humane; 
he  was  polite,  intelligent,  lively,  and  volatile.  For  a fur- 
ther account  of  O-Mai,  I refer  the  reader  to  the  preface,' 
where  I have  mentioned  his  flay  in  England,  his  progrefs 
in  knowledge,  and  his  equipment  at  his  return. 

Having  left  Huahinc  we  failed  to  the  weftward,  and 
doubled  the  fouth  end  of  an  ifland,  difeovered  by  captain 
Cook  in  i 7 6 9 , which  all  the  natives  of  Taheitee,  and  the 
Society  Ifles  call  O-Raietea,  but  which  (upon  what  foun- 
dation I know  not)  is  named  Ulietea  in  captain  Cook’s 
charts  *.  The  next  morning  wc  anchored  in  an  opening 
of  the  reef,  and  fpent  the  whole  day  in  warping  into  Ha- 
xnaneno  harbour.  The  country  hereabouts  afforded  a 
profpeft  much  refcmbling  Taheitee  ; for  the  ifland  being 
about  three  times  the  fize  of  Huahine,  had  much  broader, 

• See  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p,  255,  260. 
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plains,  and  loftier  hills.  The  natives  furrounded  us  in  a 
number  of  canoes,  and  brought  a few  hogs  } but  our 
people  looked  at  them  with  a carelcfs  indifference,  and 
offered  very  low  prices,  being  difficult  to  plcafe,  fince  their 
fuccefs  at  Huahine.  In  one  of  the  canoes  a chief  came 
on  board,  named  Oruwherra,  a native  of  the  adjacent  ifle 
of  Borabora  (Bolabola.)  He  was  very  athletic,  but  his 
hands  very  fmall,  and  the  punctuation,  which  the  natives 
call  tattow,  confided  of  the  mod  lingular  fquare  blotches  on 
his  arms,  and  of  large  black  dripes  acrofs  the  bread,  belly, 
and  back.  His  loins  and  thighs  were  uniformly  black. 
He  brought  fome  green  branches,  and  a little  pig  which 
he  prefented  to  my  father,  being  negletded  by  every  body 
elfe.  Having  received  a few  iron-tools  as  a return,  he 
defeended  immediately  into  his  canoe,  and  was  paddled  to 
the  fhore.  But  in  a little  time,  another  canoe  arrived 
from  him  with  coco-nuts  and  bananas,  which  his  fervants 
offered  to  his  new  friend,  refufing  at  the  fame  time  to 
accept  of  any  retribution.  The  pleafure  which  we  felt 
from  this  'circumdance,  can  eafily  be  conceived.  Philan- 
thropy is  never  better  rewarded,  than  when  its  objedts  are 
endowed  with  good  and  amiable  qualities. 

In  the  afternoon  another  chief,  a native  of  the  fame  ide 
of  Borabora,  came  on  board,  and  exchanged  names  with 
my  father.  His  name  was  Herca,  and  his  perfon  the  mod 
corpulent  we  ever  faw  in  the  South  Sea  idands ; round  bis 
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waift  he  meafurcd  no  lefs  than  fifty-four  inches,  and  one  of 
his  thighs  was  thirty-one  inches  and  tin  girth.  His  hair 
was  likcwife  remarkable  ; for  it  hung  down  in  long  black 
wavy  trcflcs  to  the  fmall  of  his  back,  and  in  fuch  quan- 
tity that  it  encreafed  the  apparent  bulk  of  his  head  con- 
fiderably.  His  corpulence,  his  colour,  and  his  punttures, 
like  thofe  of  Oruwherra,  were  very  diftinguilhing  marks 
of  his  rank,  to  which  indolence  and  luxury  arc  annexed 
here  as  well  as  at  Taheitee.  It  may  perhaps  want  fome 
explanation,  how  both  thefe  chiefs,  who  were  natives  of 
the  adjacent  ifle  of  Borabora,  could  have  any  authority 
and  poflefiions  on  Raictca.  Already,  in  captain  Cook's  for- 
mer voyage,  it  was  known  that  O-Poonee  the  king  of  Bo- 
rabora, had  conquered  not  only  the  ifle  of  Raietea,  but 
likewife  that  of  O-Taha,  which  is  included  in  the  fame 
reef,  and  that  of  Mowrua  which  lies  about  fifteen  leagues 
to  the  wcllward  *,  The  warriors  who  had  ferved  under 
him  in  thefe  expeditions  had  been  rewarded  with  ample 
poflefiions,  and  a great  number  of  his  fubjetfts  had  re- 
ceived grants  in  the  conquered  iflands.  The  king  of  Raie- 
tea Oo-Ooroo,  was  however  confirmed  in  his  dignity,  though 
his  power  was  confined  to  the  diftridl  of  Opoa  ; but  at 
Taha,  Poonee  had  placed  a viceroy,  named  Boba,  who  was 
nearly  related  to  him.  Many  of  the  natives  of  the  con- 
quered iflands  had  retreated  to  Huahine  and  Taheitee* 
• See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  266,  267. 
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•irTiMiu-  preferring  a voluntary  exile,  to  a fubmillion  to  the  conqueror, 
and  hoping  one  day  to  refeue  their  country  from  oppreflion. 
It  feems,  this  was  the  motive  which  prompted  Tupaia  and 
O-Mai,  who  were  both  natives  of  Raietea,  to  embark  in 
Uritifh  fhips,  as  both  of  them  always  exprefied  a hope  of 
obtaining  a quantity  of  our  fire-arms.  Tupaia  might  per- 
haps have  carried  his  fcheme  into  execution,  if  he  had  lived; 
but  O-Mai’s  underftanding  was  not  fufficiently  penetrative, 
to  acquire  a competent  idea  of  our  wars,  or  to  adapt  it  af- 
terwards to  the  Ctuation  of  his  countrymen.  He  was,  how- 
ever, fo  fond  of  the  thought  of  freeing  his  country  from 
the  Borabora  men,  that  he  has  frequently  faid,  in  England, 
if  captain  Gook  did  not  aflift  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
plan,  he  would  take  care  that  his  countrymen  fhould 
not  fupply  him  with  refreflaments.  In  this  opinion  he 
perfifted  till  near  the  time  of  his  departure,  when  he  was 
perfuaded  to  adopt  more  peaceable  principles.  We  were 
at  a lofs  to  conceive  the  motives  which  could  have  induced 
a native  of  one  of  thefe  illands  to  become  a conqueror. 
If  we  believed  the  accounts  of  the  Borabora  men,  their  na- 
tive illand  was  as  fertile  and  defircable  as  thefe  of  which 
they  had  taken  pofleffion ; therefore  nothing  but  a fpirit 
of  ambition  could  have  Simulated  them  to  contentions. 
Such  a fpirit  ill  agreed  with  the  fimpliciry  and  generous 
charafter  of  the  people,  and  it  gave  us  pain  to  be  convinced, 
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that  great  imperfections  cannot  be  excluded  from  the  heft  s»rT«15V«. 
of  human  focieties. 

On  the  day  after  our  arrival,  the  captains  went  on  fliore  Tim«>y  9. 
with  us  to  a large  houfc,  clofe  to  the  water’s  fide,  which  he 
knew  to  be  the  refidence  of  Orea,  the  chief  of  the  diftriCt. 

We  found  him  fitting  iq  his  houfe,  with  his  wife,  fon, 
daughter,  and  a great  number  of  perfons  of  ditlinCtion. 
Immediately  after  our  arrival  wc  fat  down  by  them,  and 
were  (hut  in  on  all  fides  by  a thick  croud  of  the  natives, 
who  made  the  place  cxceflively  hot.  Orea  was  a middle- 
fized,  lufty  man,  with  a very  lively  intelligent  countenance, 
and  thin  redifli-brown  beard.  He  joked  and  laughed  very 
heartily  with  us,  and  entirely  banilhed  all  kinds  of  cere- 
mony and  affeClation.  His  wife  was  an  elderly  woman, 
but  his  fon  and  daughter,  about  twelve  and  fourteen  years 
old.  The  latter  was  of  a very  white  colour,  and  her  fea- 
tures had  not  much  of  the  general  character  of  the  nation, 
particularly  her  nofe,  which  was  remarkably  wcll-fhaped, 
and  her  eyes,  which  gave  her  fome  refemblancc  to  a Chi- 
nefe.  Her  ftaturc  was  low,  bur  her  body  elegantly  pro- 
portioned, and  her  hands  graceful  beyond  description  ; only 
the  legs  and  feet  were  too  large  for  the  reft  of  the  figure, 
and  the  cuftom  of  cutting  the  hair  fhorr,  appeared  to  be  a 
great  difadvantage.  Her  manners  were  very  engaging, 
and  Hie  had  a pleafing  foft  voice,  like  molt  of  her  country- 
women, fo  that  fhe  could  not  be  refufed,  when  flic  atked 
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sirVtiiiiH.  for  beads  or  ot,,cr  tr‘nkets-  As  did  not  agree  with  our 
occupations,  to  (lay  in  the  houfe,  wc  took  a walk  into  the 
groves,  where  wc  (hot  a few  birds,  and  collected  fome 
plants.  We  found  here,  to  our  great  fatisfaftion,  that  con- 
fidence and  familarity  amongft  the  common  people,  which 
we  had  not  experienced  at  Huatyne,  and  we  were  happy 
at  the  fame  time  not  to  be  importuned  by  them,  in  the  beg- 
ging drain  of  the  Taheitians.  In  the  afternoon  we  made 
another  excurfion,  and  fliot  feveral  king-fifliers.  As  foon 
as  wc  had  fliot  the  laft,  we  met  Orea,  and  his  family  walk- 
ing through  the  plain  with  captain  Cook  ; 'the  chief  took 
no  notice  of  the  bird  which  we  had  in  our  hands,  but  his 
fair  daughter  lamented  the  death  of  her  eatua,  and  ran 
from  us,  when  we  attempted  to  touch  her  with  it.  Her 
mother,  and  moil  of  the  women,  feemed  likewife  to  be 
grieved  at  this  accident,  and  at  ftepping  into  the  boat,  the 
chief  defired  us  with  a very  ferious  air,  not  to  kill  the  king- 
fifliers  and  herons  on  hi$  ifland,  allowing  at  the  fame 
time  the  liberty  of  fhooting  any  other  forts  of  birds.  We 
tried  again  to  difeover  the  nature  of  their  veneration  for 
thefe  two  fpecies,  but  all  our  enquiries  were  as  fruitlefs 
as  they  had  been  before. 

Wc  walked  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  hills 
F.id  yio.  the  next  day,  and  found  feveral  new  plants  in  the  vallies, 
between  them.  The  foil  at  the  top  was  a kind  of  ftone 
marie;  on  the  fidcs  we  found  fome  fcattered  flints,  and  a 
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few  fmall  pieces  of  a cavernous  or  fpungy  flone-lava,  of 
a whitifli  colour,  which  feemed  to  contain  fomc  remains  of 
iron.  This  metal,  which  is  of  general  and  extenfive  utility, 
is  difperfed  through  almoll  all  parts  of  the  world,  by  the 
benevolent  hand  of  nature,  and  may  perhaps  even  here  be 
contained  in  the  mountains,  in  great  quantity.  The  lava 
indicated  the  exiftence  of  former  volcanoes  in  this  ifland, 
which  we  had  indeed  fufpetftcd,  becaufe  all  the  adjacent 
ifles,  we  had  hitherto  fecn,  llrongly,  and  fometimes  evident- 
ly bore  the  marks  of  changes  by  fubtcrrancous  fire.  One 
of  the  natives  who  had  attended  us,  and  carried  fome  re- 
frcfhments,  pointed  out  the  direction  of  fcveral  ifiands  in 
the  neighbourhood,  but  which  lay  out  of  fight.  About 
due  weft,  he  faid,  the  ifle  of  Mopeeliah  was  fituated,  and 
about  S.  by  W.  another,  named  Whennua  owrah.  Both 
thefe,  according  to  his  accounts,  were  not  inhabited,  and 
confiftcd  only  of  circular  ledges  of  coral,  with  palms  on 
them,  but  were  occafionally  vifited  from  this  and  the  ad- 
jacent iftes.  They  feem  to  be  Lord  Ilowe’s  Ifland,  and  the 
Scilly  Ifles,  difeovered  by  captain  Wallis.  We  defeended 
about  noon,  and  found  that  captains  Cook  and  Furnoaux 
had  juft  left  the  fiiorc,  after  feeing  a great  dramatic  dance, 
or  heeva,  performed  by  fome  of  the  principal  women  in 
the  ifland.  We  haftened  on  board,  as  the  day  proved  very 
hot,  and  found  both  our  vellels  furrounded  by  a great  num- 
ber of  canoes,  in  which  were  fcveral  perfons  of  diftintftion 
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both  ^eies>  who  brought  vaft  quantities  of  cloth,  made 
of  the  mulberry-tree’s  bark,  and  offered  them  in  exchange 
for  fmall  nails.  Our  beads  were  much  valued  by  the  ladies 
as  ornaments,  but  by  no  means  current  like  the  nails,  fo 
that  we  could  not  even  purchafe  fruit  with  them.  The  Ta- 
heitians  fei  a much  higher  value  on  thefe  trifles,  which 
have  no  intrinfle  worth ; may  we  not  conclude  therefore, 
that  a greater  degree  of  general  opulence  is  the  caufe  of 
» their  particular  affeiflion  for  trinkets,  efpecially  as  affluence 

commonly  tends  to  luxury  ? 

The  heat  of  the  day  prevented  us  from  going  on  fhorc 
till  near  fun-fet.  We  landed  at  the  watering-place,  where 
we  found  a little  tupapow,  or  fhed,  under  which  a dead 
body  was  depoiited  on  a flage,  and  a thick  grove  of  various 
fhady  trees  furrounded  it  on  all.  Tides.  As  I had  never 
Teen  the  remains  of  the  dead  carclcfsly  expofed  to  all  kinds 
of  accidents  in  thefe  iflands,  I was  a little  furprifed  to 
find  the  ground  ftrewed  with  fculls  and  bones  about  this 
filed  ; nor  could  I meet  with  any  native  at  this  time,  from 
whom  I could  receive  the  leaf!  information  on  this  fubjetft. 

I rambled  about  here  for  fomc  time  entirely  alone,  all 
the  inhabitants  having  repaired  to  the  chief’s  lioufe,  where 
the  drums  gave  notice  of  another  heeva,  or  public  dance  ; 
for  they  are  fo  fond  of  this  amufemenr,  that  they  croud 
together  from  a confiderable  diflance  to  have  the  pleafurc 
of  feeing  it  performed.  The  ftillnefs  of  the  evening,  and 
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the  beauty  of  the  fpot  made  this  walk  extremely  plcafant, 
while  the  abfcnce  of  the  inhabitants  encouraged  fome  ideas 
of  an  enchanted  country.  Before  We  returned  to  our  boat, 
we  met,  however,  with  a few  of  the  natives,  amongft 
whom  one,  a very  intelligent  man,  gave  us  an  account  of 
nine  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  with  moft  of  which 
we  were  unacquainted.  Their  names  were,  i . Mopeebab, 
2.  JVbatnua-Ourab,  3.  AJeebc 1,  4.  7'mvteepa,  5.  JVouwou,  6.  Go- 
ioroo,  7.  Tuli:oai,  8.  sfwhaow,  and  9.  Rorolba.  The  two  fit  ft 
we  had  already  heard  of  in  the  morning,  but  of  the  reft  he 
aliened  that  they  all  had  their  own*  inhabitants,  except 
Adeeha,  which  is  occafionally  vifited.  Ooborroo  he  faid 
was  a whennua  or  high  land,  but  all  the  reft  he  called 
motoo,  that  is  low  iflands,  or  fuch  as  confiil  of  ledges  of 
coral. 

Our  curiofity  was  fo  much  raifed  by  thefe  accounts, 
that  we  applied  for  farther  information  to  the  chief  Orea, 
who  came  on  board  the  next  morning  with  his  fon  Te- 
haiura,  and  fevcral  other  chiefs.  They  enumerated  the 
firft,  fecond,  feventh  and  ninth  iflands  of  the  preceding  ac- 
count ; but  their  relations  differed  in  this  rcfpetft,  as  they 
told  us  the  fecond  was  regularly  inhabited.  Bcfidcs  thefe 
they  fpoke  of  two  more,  one  called  Woreeo  or  Woureea,  a 
large  ifland,  and  Oreematarra  another,  both  which  had 
fettled  inhabitants.  The  accounts  of  the  fituation  and  dif- 
tances  of  thefe  ifles  were  fo  various  and  fo  vague,  that  we 
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could  by  no  means  depend  upon  them,  for  \vc  never  met 
with  any  man  who  had  viiited  them  ; however,  they  ferved 
to  convince  us,  that  the  natives  of  the  Society  Hies  have 
fometimes  extended  their  navigation  farther  than  its  pre- 
fent  limits,  by  the  knowledge  they  have  of  feveral  adjacent 
countries.  Tupaya,  the  famous  man  who  embarked  at 
Tahcitee  in  the  Endeavour,  had  enumerated  a much  more 
confidcrable  lift  of  names,  and  had  actually  drawn  a map 
of  their  refpetflivc  fttuations  and  magnitudes,  of  which  lieu- 
tenant Pickerfgill  obligingly  communicated  a copy  to  me.  In 
this  map  we  found  all  the  names  above-mentioned,  except 
Ooborroo  and  Tubooai : but  if  his  drawing  had  been  ex- 
aft,  our  Clips  mull  have  failed  over  a number  of  the  iQands 
which  he  had  laid  down.  It  is  therefore  very  probable 
that  the  vanity  of  appearing  more  intelligent  than  he  really 
was,  had  prompted  him  to  produce  this  fancied  chart  of  the 
South  Sea,  and  perhaps  to  invent  many  of  the  names  of 
iflands  in  it,  which  amounted  to  more  than  fifty. 

The  chief  and  his  fon  breakfafied  with  us,  and  went 
afhorc  with  a number  of  prefents  in  return  for  fomc  of 
theirs.  We  followed  foon  after,  and  were  invited  by  him 
to  become  fpeftators  of  a dramatic  dance  or  heeva;  which 
was  the  more  readily  accepted  by  us,  as  we  had  never  fecn 
one  before.  The  place  where  it  was  performed  was  an 
area,  about  twenty-five  yards  long  and  ten  wide,  enclofed 
between  two  houfes  which  flood  parallel  to  each  other. 
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The  one  was  a fpacious  building,  capable  of  containing  a siptimbe*. 
great  multitude  of  fpedlators ; but  the  other  was  only  a 
narrow  hut,  which  was  fupported  on  a row  of  pods, 
and  open  towards  the  area,  but  perfectly  clofed  up  with 
reeds  and  mats  on  the  oppolite  fides  ; one  corner  of 
it  was  matted  on  all  fides,  and  this  was  the  dreffing- 
room  of  the  performers.  The  whole  area  was  fpread 
with  three  large  mats  of  the  bed  workmanfhip,  driped  with 
black  on  the  edges.  In  the  open  part  of  the  fmaller  hue 
we  faw  three  drums  of  diderent  fizes,  cut  out  of  folid 
wood,  and  covered  with  fhark’s  fkin,  which  were  continu- 
ally druck  with  the  fingers  only  by  four  or  five  men  with 
amazing  dexterity.  The  larged  of  thefe  drums  was  about 
three  feet  high  and  one  in  diameter.  We  had  already  fat 
fome  time  under  the  oppofitc  roof,  amidd  the  principal  la- 
dies of  the  ifiand,  when  the  adtreffes  appeared.  One  of 
them  was  Poyadua,  the  fair  daughter  of  the  chief  Orca, 
and  the  other  a tall  well  fliaped  lady,  of  very  agreeable  fea- 
tures, and  likewife  a very  fair  complexion  *.  Their  drefs 
was  remarkably  different  from  the  ufual  fafhion  of  thefe 
iflands.  It  confided  of  a piece  of  the  brown  cloth,  of  the 
country  fabrick ; or,  indead  of  that,  of  a piece  of  blue 
European  cloth,  clofely  wrapped  round  the  bread,  fo  as  to 
refcmble  the  clofe  drefles  which  our  ladies  wear  ; a kind 
of  ruff  of  four  rows  of  their  cloth,  alternately  red  and 

• That  is,  confidcring  her  as  a native  of  the  Society  Iflcs. 
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sei  w^iIci  rcfled  on  their  hips,  being  tied  on  with  a firing  j and 

from  thence  a great  quantity  of  white  cloth  defeended  to 
the  feet,  forming  an  ample  petticoat,  which  we  expected, 
from  its  length,  would  be  a confiderable  impediment  to 
their  agility,  as  it  fairly  trailed  on  the  ground  on  all  fides. 
The  neck,  fhoulders,  and  arms  were  left  uncovered,  but 
the  head  was  ornamented  with  a kind  of  turban,  about 
eight  inches  high,  made  of  fevcral  fkains  of  plaited  human 
hair,  which  they  call  tamow.  Thefe  being  laid  above  each 
other  in  circles,  which  enlarged  towards  the  top,  there  was 
a deep  hollow  left  in  the  middle,  which  they  had  filled  up 
with  a great  quantity  of  the  fweet-feented  flowers  of  the 
(gardenia)  Cape  jafminc.  But  all  the  front  of  the  turban  was 
ornamented  with  three  or  four  rows  of  a fmall  white  flower, 
which  formed  little  flars,  and  had  as  elegant  an  efleft  on 
the  jetty  black  hair  as  if  it  had  been  fet  out  with  pearls. 
They  moved  to  the  found  of  the  drums,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance under  the  direction  of  an  old  man,  who  danced  with 
them,  and  pronounced  feveral  words,  which,  from  the 
tone  of  his  voice,  we  took  to  be  a fong.  Their  attitudes 
and  geflures  were  much  varied,  and  fometimes  might  ad- 
mit of  being  conflrued  into  wantonnefs ; but  they  were  en- 
tirely free  from  that  pofitivc  degree  of  grofs  indecency 
which  the  chafle  eyes  of  Englifh  ladies  of  fafhion  are  forced 
to  behold  at  the  opera.  The  movement  of  their  arms  is 
certainly  very  graceful,  and  the  continual  gcfliculation  of 
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their  fingers  has  fomething  extremely  elegant.  The  only  SEtT,”V,I. 
atflion  which  gives  offence  to  all  our  ideas  of  graccfulnefs 
and  harmony,  is  the  frightful  cuftom  of  writhing  their 
mouths  into  the  ftrangeft  diftortions,  which  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  any  one  of  us  to  imitate.  They  ferewed  their 
mouth  into  a flaming  direction,  and  at  lad  threw  the  lips 
into  a waving  or  undulated  form,  which  feemed  to  us  to 
be  performed  by  means  of  an  habitual  and  fudden  convul- 
fion.  After  they  had  danced  for  about  ten  minutes,  they 
retired  into  the  part  of  the  houfe  which  I called  their  dreff- 
ing  room,  and  five  men,  dreffed  in  mats,  took  their  place, 
performing  a kind  of  drama.  This  confiftcd  of  dancing  in 
an  indecent  manner,  and  of  a dialogue  which  had  fomc 
cadence,  and  in  which  they  fometimes  pronounced  a few 
words  fhouting  all  together.  This  dialogue  feemed  to  be 
clofely  conne<5ted  with  their  atflions.  One  of  them  kneeled 
down,  and  another  beat  him  and  plucked  him  by  the 
beard,  repeating  the  fame  ceremony  with  two  others;  but 
the  laft  feized  and  beat  him  in  his  turn  with  a flick.  After 
this  they  withdrew,  and  the  drummers  gave  notice  of  the 
fecond  a<ft  of  dancing,  which  the  two  ladies  performed 
with  little  variation  from  the  firft.  The  men  took  their 
turn  a fecond  time;  the  ladies  fucceeded  them  again,  and 
concluded  with  a fourth  a<R.  Then  they  fat  down  to  reft 
thcmfclvcs,  appearing  fatigued  to  a great  degree,  and  in  a 
moll  profufc  perfpiration  ; one  of  them  in  particular,  being 
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rather  lufticr  and  of  a lively  difpolition,  had  a fuffufion  of 
red  in  her  cheeks,  which  was  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  her 
fair  complexion.  The  other,  Orea’s  daughter,  had  per- 
formed her  part  to  admiration,  notwithftanding  the  fatigue 
of  the  preceding  day,  when  flic  had  aifled  both  in  the 
morning  and  evening.  The  officers  of  both  (hips,  who 
were  prefent,  and  ourfclves,  loaded  them  with  a great  va- 
riety of  beads  and  ornaments,  which  they  had  fo  well  de- 
ferved. 

In  the  afternoon  Oo-ooroo,  the  king  of  the  ifle  of  Raie- 
tca,  came  on  board  with  Or£a  and  fcveral  ladies,  to  vifit 
captain  Cook.  He  brought  a hog  as  an  introductory  pre- 
fent, and  was  well  repaid  with  a great  quantity  of  Europe- 
an goods.  Among  the  ladies  was  one  of  the  dancers, 
named  Teina  or  Teinamai,  who  had  performed  in  the 
morning,  and  whofe  complexion  we  had  much  admired. 
She  now  appeared  to  much  greater  advantage  than  in  the 
cumbrous  drefs  which  flic  wore  during  the  ceremony. 
Her  own  hair,  which  fortunately  was  not  cut,  formed  finer 
ebon  ringlets  than  ever  the  luxuriant  fancy  of  a painter 
produced,  and  a narrow  fillet  of  white  cloth  was  carelefsly 
parted  between  them.  Her  eyes  were  full  of  fire  and  ex- 
preffion,  and  an  agreeable  fmile  fat  in  her  round  face. 
Mr.  Hodges  took  this  opportunity  of  drawing  a fketch  of 
her  portrait,  which  her  vivacity  and  reftlcfs  difpolition 
rendered  almoft  importable.  This  was,  perhaps,  the  reafon 
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that  he  was  lefs  fuccefsful  than  ufual,  as  the  reprefentation  Sci.T'^’jLI 
which  is  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  own  account  of  this 
voyage,  is  infinitely  below  the  delicacy  of  the  original, 
notwithftanding  the  excellence  of  Mr.  Sherwin’s  engraving. 

But  though  it  has  loft  the  refemblance  to  Teinamai,  it 
may  ferve  as  a fperimen  of  the  generality  of  features  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  iftands,  and  gives  a tolerable  idea  of 
a Taheitian  boy  about  ten  years  old.  Towards  fun-fet,  all 
our  noble  vifitors  returned  alhorc,  extremely  well  pleafed 
with  the  reception  which  they  had  met  with  ; a number  of 
women  of  the  lowed  rank,  however,  remained  on  our 
decks,  with  a complaifance  equal  to  that  of  the  Taheitian 
girls,  (fee  pag.  336.) 

It  was  remarkable  that  they  were  not  without  fomc  de- 
gree of  vanity,  as  they  never  gave  themfelves  any  other 
name  than  that  of  tedua,  (lady,)  which  is  the  title  of  their 
female  nobility,  and  which,  by  way  of  eminence,  is  par- 
ticularly applied  to  the  prinedfes  of  thefc  iflands.  If  the 
king’s  fitter  happened  to  pafs  by  while  we  fat  in  a houfc  at 
Taheitce,  the  natives  who  furrounded  us  were  warned  to 
uncover  their  Ihoulders,  by  fome  one  who  fpied  her  at  a 
diftance,  limply  faying  tedua  barremai,  (the  lady  comes  hi- 
ther!) or  elfe  they  only  faid  arte!  which  on  fuch  occafions 
always  denoted  one  of  the  royal  family.  Our  failors,  who 
did  not  underftand  the  language,  took  it  for  granted  that 
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their  dulcineas  were  all  of  one  name,  which  frequency 
occafion  fomc  pleafant  miftakes. 

We  fpent  the  two  next  days  in  various  rambles  along 
the  Ihorcs,  in  which  we  found  many  deep  creeks  towards 
the  northern  part,  with  marfhes  at  the  bottom,  where  wild- 
ducks  and  fnipes  refided  in  great  plenty.  Thefc  birds  were 
more  fhy  than  we  expected,  which  we  foon  learnt  was 
owing  to  their  being  much  purfued  by  the  natives,  who 
looked  upon  them  as  dainty  bits.  On  the  firft  of  thefe 
days  we  were  likewife  entertained  with  another  hceva  or 
dramatic  dance,  by  the  fame  perfons  who  had  performed  it 
before.  It  was  in  every  refpeft  the  fame  with  that  which 
we  faw  on  the  1 tth,  only  its  duration  was  much  fhorter. 

On  the  j 4th,  at  day- break,  captain  Cook  fent  his  launch, 
and  captain  Furneaux  another  boat,  to  the  ifle  of  O-Taha, 
which  was  two  or  three  leagues  diflant,  and  inclofed  in  the 
fame  reef  within  which  we  lay  at  anchor.  They  were  in 
hopes  of  purchaGng  fome  fruit  there,  which  was  very  fcarce 
at  Raietea,  and  to  that  purpofe  provided  lieutenant  Pickerf- 
gill  and  Mr.  Rowe  the  mate  of  the  Adventure,  with  a quan- 
tity of  beads  and  nails.  Dr.  Sparrman  and  my  father, 
unwilling  to  mifs  this  opportunity  of  examining  another 
illand,  likewife  embarked  with  them. 

Orea,  the  chief  of  this  part  of  the  illand,  having  invited 
us  to  come  and  dine  on  fliore,  the  captains,  with  feveral 
officers  and  paffengers  of  both  £hips,  and  myfelf,  went 
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on  lliore  about  noon,  taking  with  us  a little  pepper  and 
fait,  fome  knives,  and  a few  bottles  of  wine.  A great  part 
of  the  chief’s  fpacious  houfc  was  fpread  with  quantities 
of  leaves,  which  ferved  as  a table-cloth,  round  which 
we  feated  ourfclves,  with  the  principal  inhabitants.  We 
had  not  waited  long,  before  one  of  the  common  people  ar- 
rived with  a hog  fmoking  on  his  {boulders,  roalled  whole, 
and  wrapped  in  a large  bundle  of  plantane-leaves,  which 
he  threw  upon  the  floor  in  the  midft  of  us  : a fecond  tolled 
a fmaller  to  us  in  the  fame  manner ; and  thefe  were  fol- 
lowed by  feveral  others  bringing  bafkets,  full  of  bread- 
fruit, bananas,  and  the  fermented  palle  of  bread-fruit, 
called  mahei.  Our  hod  now  defired  us  to  help  ourfclves, 
and  in  a fliort  time  we  had  cut  the  two  hogs  in  pieces. 
All  the  women,  and  the  common  fort  of  people,  applied 
to  us  with  a begging  tone  for  portions,  and  what  we  dis- 
tributed was  handed  from  our  neighbours,  to  the  remoteft 
perfons  in  the  croud.  The  men  confumcd  their  fliarc  with 
every  mark  of  a good  appetite,  but  the  women  carefully 
wrapped  theirs  up,  and  preferved  it  till  they  fliould  be 
alone.  The  eagernefs  with  which  they  repeated  their  im- 
portunities, as  well  as  the  envious  looks  of  the  chiefs, 
whenever  we  granted  the  requefl,  convinced  us,  that  the 
commonalty  were  in  this  ifland  deprived  of  all  forts  of 
luxuries  and  dainties.  We  all  agreed  that  the  pork  which 
was  fet  before  us,  tailed  infinitely  better,  than  if  it  had  been 
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dreflcd  after  the  European  manner.  It  was  much  juicier 
than  our  boiled,  and  beyond  comparifon  more  tender  than 
roafted  meat.  The  equal  degree  of  heat  with  which  it 
flews  under-ground,  had  preferred  and  concentrated  all 
its  juices.  The  fat  was  not  lufeious  and  furfeiting,  and 
the  lkin  inftead  of  being  hard  as  a ftone,  which  is  always 
the  cafe  with  our  roafted  pork,  was  as  tender  as  any  other 
part.  After  dinner  our  bottles  and  glafles  were  brought 
in,  and  our  friend  Orea  drank  his  fliare  without  flinching, 
which  appeared  to  us  rather  extraordinary,  ftnee  almoft 
all  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands  expreffed  a great  diflike  to 
our  ftrong  liquors.  Sobriety  is  a virtue  almoft  univerfal 
with  them,  and  particularly  among  people  of  inferior  rank. 
They  arc  however  acquainted  with  an  intoxicating  beve- 
rage, which  is  much  admired  by  fome  of  the  old  chiefs. 

It  is  made  in  the  molt  difguftful  manner  that  can  be 
imagined,  from  the  juices  contained  in  the  root  of  a fpecies 
of  pepper-tree.  This  root  is  cut  fmall,  and  the  pieces  \ 
chewed  by  feveral  people,  who  fpit  the  macerated  mafs  into 
a bowl,  where  fome  water  (milk)  of  coco-nuts  is  poured 
upon  it.  They  then  ftrain  it  through  a quantity  of  the  fi- 
bres of  coco- nuts,  fqueezing  the  chips,  till  all  their  juices 
mix  with  the  cocoa-nut-milk  j and  the  whole  liquor  is  de- 
canted into  another  bowl.  They  fwallow  this  naufeous 
fluff  as  faft  as  poflible ; and  fome  old  topers  value  themfelves 
on  being  able  to  empty  a great  number  of  bowls.  I was 
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prcfcntat  the  whole  procefs  one  of  the  firft  days  after  our  arri- 
val at  this  illand.  Our  paffengcr,  Porea,  who  was  not  fo  re- 
ferved  with  the  natives  here  as  he  had  been  at  Huahine, 
brought  one  of  his  new  acquaintances  into  the  captain’s 
cabin,  and  immediately  fat  down  with  him  to  perform  the 
operation.  He  drank  about  a pint,  which  in  lefs  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  made  him  fo  dead  drunk,  that  he  lay 
down  on  the  floor  without  motion ; his  face  was  inflamed, 
and  his  eyes  fwclled  out  of  his  head.  A found  fleep  of  feve- 
ral  hours  was  necellary  to  rcftorc  him  to  his  fenfes  5 but  as 
foon  as  he  had  recovered  them,  he  appeared  thoroughly 
afliamed  of  his  debauch.  The  pepper-plant  is  in  high 
efteem  with  all  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands  as  a fign  of  peace; 
perhaps,  becaufe  getting  drunk  together,  naturally  implies 
good  fellowfhip.  It  feems,  however,  that  drunkennefs  here 
is  punilhed,  like  all  other  exccfles,  by  difeafe.  The  old 
men  who  make  a practice  of  it  are  lean,  covered  with  a 
fcaly  or  fcabby  (kin,  have  red  eyes,  and  red  blotches  on  all 
parts  of  the  body.  They  acknowledge  thefe  evils  to  be  the 
confequence  of  drinking;  and  to  all  appearance,  the  pepper- 
plant,  which  they  call  awa,  tends  to  produce  leprous  com- 
plaints. 

As  foon  as  we  had  dined,  our  boat’s  crew  and  fervants 
feafled  on  the  remains  ; and  the  fame  croud  who  had  pro- 
fited by  our  liberality  before,  now  paid  their  court  to  them. 
The  failors  were  complaifant  only  to  the  fair  fex ; and  giv- 
ing 
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ing  way  to  their  natural  difpofition  for  fenfuality,  for  every 
piece  of  pork  required  the  performance  of  an  indecent  de- 
nudation. To  complete  our  entertainment  this  day,  the 
chief  gave  orders  for  performing  another  lieeva,  and  we  were 
admitted  (behind  the  feenes)  to  fee  the  ladies  drefling  for 
that  purpofe.  They  obtained  fome  firings  of  beads  on  this 
occafion,  with  which  we  took  it  into  our  heads  to  improve 
upon  their  ornaments,  much  to  their  own  fatisfatflion. 
Among  the  fpe&ators  we  obferved  feveral  of  the  preuieft 
women  of  this  country ; and  one  of  them  was  remarkable 
for  the  whiteft  complexion  we  had  ever  fecn  in  all  thefe 
illands.  Her  colour  refembled  that  of  white  wax  a little 
fullied,  without  having  the  lead  appearance  of  Ccknefs, 
which  that  hue  commonly  conveys } and  her  fine  black 
eyes  and  hair  contrafted  fo  well  with  it,  that  fhc  was 
admired  by  us  all.  She  received  at  firft  a number  of  little 
prefents,  which  were  fo  many  marks  of  homage  paid  at  the 
fhrinc  of  beauty  ; but  her  fuccefs,  inftead  of  gratifying,  only 
fliarpened  her  love  of  trinkets,  and  the  inceflantly  impor- 
tuned every  one  of  us  as  long  a3  (he  fufpedled  we  had  a 
Cngle  bead  left.  One  of  the  gentlemen  fortunately  hap- 
pened to  have  a little  padlock  in  his  hand,  which  die 
begged  for  as  foon  as  die  had  perceived  it.  After  denying 
it  for  fome  time,  he  confentcd  to  give  it  her,  and  locked  it  in 
her  ear,  alluring  her  that  was  its  proper  place.  She  was 
well  pleafed  for  fome  time  ; but  finding  it  too  heavy,  de- 
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fired  him  to  unlock  it.  He  flung  away  the  key,  giving  her 
to  underfland  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  made  her  the 
prefent  at  her  own  defire,  and  that  if  flic  found  it  incum- 
bered her,  the  fliould  bear  it  as  a punifliment  for  importun- 
ing us  with  her  petitions.  She  was  difconfolatc  upon  this 
refufal,  and  weeping  bitterly,  applied  to  us  all  to  open  the 
padlock ; but  if  we  had  been  willing,  we  were  not  able  to 
comply  with  her  requeft  for  want  of  the  key.  She  applied 
to  the  chief ; and  he  as  well  as  his  wife,  fon  and  daughter, 
joined  in  praying  for  the  releafe  of  her  ear ; they  offered 
cloth,  perfume-wood,  and  hogs,  but  all  in  vain.  At  laft  a 
fmall  key  was  found  to  open  the  padlock,  which  put  an  end 
to  the  poor  girl’s  lamentation,  and  reftored  peace  and  tran- 
quility among  all  her  friends.  Her  adventure  had  however 
this  good  effeifl,  that  it  cured  her  and  fome  of  her  forward 
country-women  of  their  idle  habit  of  begging.  In  the 
evening  we  returned  on  board,  highly  plcafcd  with  the  hof- 
pitality  and  general  good  difpofition  of  the  natives  towards 
us.  We  were  therefore  furprifed  the  next  morning,  that 
not  a Angle  canoe  would  come  off  to  us,  and  going  to 
Orea’s  houfe,  in  order  to  enquire  the  rcafon  of  this  fudden 
change  of  behaviour,  we  to  our  farther  aftonifliment  found 
h abandoned  by  him  and  his  family.  A few  of  the  natives, 
who  came  to  us  with  a good  deal  of  diffidence,  told  us  that 
he  had  retired  towards  the  north  point  of  the  ifland,  being 
afraid  that  we  meant  to  take  him  prifoner.  It  was  itnmc- 
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tiriiiVin  ^lately  refolved  upon  to  follow,  in  order  to  undeceive  him, 
and  give  him  frefh  aflurances  of  friendihip.  We  rowed 
along  fliore  for  feveral  miles,  till  we  came  to  the  place  to 
which  he  had  retired.  At  our  interview  all  were  in  tears, 
fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  have  recourfc  to  a variety  of 
carefles,  to  infpire  them  with  new  confidence  towards  us, 
and  our  beads,  nails,  and  hatchets,  were  not  the  leaft  effi- 
cacious arguments.  They  told  us  they  believed  captain 
Cook  would  confine  them,  in  order  to  force  their  country- 
men to  bring  back  thofe  people  who  were  run  away  from 
us  to  O-Taha.  We  now  faw  through  their  miftake,  and 
affilrcd  them  that  our  party  had  not  run  away,  but  was 
fent  on  purpofc,  and  would  certainly  return  this  night. 
Orca  not  yet  fatisficd,  named  each  of  the  principal  perfons 
in  that  party  fingly,  and  enquired  concerning  every  one, 
whether  he  would  come  back,  and  the  pofitive  anftvers 
which  we  returned,  at  laft  quieted  his  apprehenfions.  While 
we  were  fitting  in  a circle  with  them,  Porea  our  Taheitian, 
who  intended  to  go  to  England,  came  running  to  the  cap- 
tain, returned  the  powder-horn,  which  he  had  hitherto 
carried  for  him,  and  faid  he  would  come  back  to  us  pre- 
fcntly.  We  waited  in  vain  a good  while,  and  at  laft  were 
obliged  to  return  on  board  without  him  ; nor  did  we  fee 
him  again  during  the  little  time  we  remained  on  the  ifland. 
From  the  natives  we  could  gather  but  little  information, 
and  the  captain  fearing  left  they  ffiould  take  new  alarm, 
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if  he  intereftcd  himfelf  too  ftrongly  in  his  behalf,  entirely  set' "I’m*, 
dropped  the  enquiry.  After  dinner  I accompanied  him 
to  the  fhore  again,  on  a vifit  to  Orea.  A very  handfomc 
youth,  about  feventeen  years  of  age,  who  went  by  the  name 
of  O-Hedcedee,  and  who  appeared  to  be  of  the  better  fort  of 
people  by  his  complexion  and  good  garments,  addrefled 
himfelf  to  me,  exprefling  a defire  to  embark  for  England. 

I was  not  inclined  to  believe  at  firft,  that  he  would  forfake 
the  eafy  way  of  life,  which  perfons  of  his  rank  enjoyed  in 
thefc  iflands,  and  fmiling  at  his  propofal,  told  him  the  dif- 
agreeablc  circumftances  to  which  he  expofed  himfelf  by 
leaving  his  country.  But,  though  I reprefented  to  him  the 
rigours  of  climate  which  we  had  to  endure,  and  the  bad 
provifions  to  which  he  fliould  be  reduced  in  time,  he  was 
not  to  be  difluaded  from  his  refolution,  and  a number  of 
his  friends  joined  with  him  to  defire  his  admittance  into 
our  (hip.  Upon  this  I prefented  him  to  captain  Cook,  and 
he  having  granted  his  requeft,  we  all  returned  on  board 
together.  Before  fun-fet  our  boats  returned  from  O-Taha, 
where  they  had  collected  a load  of  bananas  and  coco-nuts, 
and  a few  hogs.  They  landed  there  on  the  14th  in  the 
morning,  after  a few  hours  fail,  in  a fine  bay  on  the  eaft 
fide,  called  O-Hamene.  The  country  and  its  inhabitants 
perfectly  refembled  thofe  of  the  other  iflands  in  this  archi- 
pelago. Their  productions,  vegetable  and  animal,  were 
in  general  the  fame,  varying  only  in  the  abundance  or 
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fcarcity  of  fome  articles.  Thus,  for  inftance,  the  treer 
which  our  failori  called  the  apple-tree,  (fpcmdiasj  was  plen- 
tiful at  Taheitee,  extremely  rare  at  Raictea  and  Huahinc, 
and  not  very  common  at  Taha ; fowls  were  hardly  to  be 
met  with  at  Taheitee,  but  common  in  the  Society  Ifles^ 
and  rats,  which  infefted  Taheitee  in  numberlefs  myriads,, 
were  not  quite  fo  numerous  at  O-Taha ; Hill  lefs  frequent 
at  Raieiea,  and  feen  in  very  inconfiderable  numbers  at 
Huahine. 

After  our  party  had  dined  in  O-Hamene  harbour,  they 
removed  to  the  next  creek  to  the  north,  apd  walked 

, t 

to  the  houfc  of  a chief  named  O-Tah,  where  the  natives 
faid  there  would  be  a hceva  or  public  dance.  The  crowd 
increafed  prodigioufly  as  they  approached  it,  and  in  their 
way  they  faw  a woman  at  a confiderable  diftance,  dreffed  in 
a fingular  habit*,  and  blacked  all  over.  They  were  told 
fhe  performed  the  burial  rite,  or  mourned  for  a dead  per- 
fon.  They  found  the  aree,  who  was  an  elderly  man,  fit- 
ting on  a wooden  ftool,  of  which  he  offered  one  half  to  my 
father.  The  dance  was  begun  fome  time  after  by  three 
young  girls,  the  eldeft  not  exceeding  ten,  and  the  youngeft 
about  five  years  of  age.  The  ufual  mufic  was  performed 
on  three  drums,  and  in  the  intervals  of  the  dance  three 
men  performed  fomething  of  a pantomime  drama,  which 
reprefented  travellers  afleep,  and  thieves  dextroufly  convey- 

• This  is  to  be  deferibed  in  the  fequel. 
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ing  away  their  goods,  round  which  they  had,  for  greater 
fecurity,  placed  themfelves.  During  their  performance  the 
croud  made  way  for  feveral  people  who  advanced  towards 
the  houfe  in  pairs,  but  flopped  at  the  entrance.  They 
were  well  drefled,  with  faflies  of  their  red  cloth  round  their 
loins,  and  ikains  of  the  tamdw  or  plaited  hair  round  their 
heads,  and  the  whole  upper  part  of  their  body  was  naked 
and  anointed  with  coco-nut  oil.  Some  among  them  were 
grown  men  and  fome  boys.  O-Tah  called  them  the  O- 
Da-widdee*,  which,  from  the  gcfturcs  he  made  to  ex- 
plain himfelf,  our  people  underftood  to  be  mourners. 
When  they  appeared  the  area  of  the  entrance  was  fpread 
with  cloth  of  bark,  which  was,  however,  taken  up  imme- 
diately and  given  to  the  drummers.  One  of  the  latter 
quarrelled  with  another  native,  and  they  fought,  pulling 
each  other  by  the  hair,  and  giving  fome  hearty  blows. 
However,  that  the  entertainment  might  not  be  interrupted, 
another  drummer  was  fubftituted,  and  the  boxers  turned 
out  of  the  houfe.  Towards  the  end  of  the  dance  the  croud 
made  way,  and  the  O-Da-widdee  appeared  once  more,  but 
flood  dill,  as  they  had  done  at  firft,  without  performing 
any  other  particular  rite. 

A great  number  of  canoes  were  hauled  up  along  the 
Ihore  before  the  chief’s  houfe,  and  in  one  of  them,  which 

• Mahine  and  Omai  called  them  by  the  name  of  Hca-biddhcc  and  explained 
the  word  to  fignify  relations. 
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sirriMM..  had  a roof  or  covering,  there  was  a dead  corfc,  for  which 
the  mourning  rites  were  inftituted.  Our  gentlemen  were 
obliged,  therefore,  to  lay  up  their  boats  a little  farther  on, 
where  they  palled  the  night  under  Ihelter  of  a good  houfe, 
whilfl  it  blew  and  rained  exceffively  hard. 

The  next  morning  the  chief,  O-Tah,  went  into  the  boat 
with  them,  and  they  failed  round  the  north  point  of  the 
ifle,  feeing  a number  of  long  low  iflands,  covered  with 
palm  and  other  trees,  which  lay  in  the  reef.  They  bought 
a quantity  of  good  bananas  .about  ten  o’clock,  and  dined 
a little  farther  to  the  fouthward,  near  the  houfe  of  the 
greateft  chief  in  the  ifland,  whofe  name  was  Boba,  and 
who  governed  it  as  a viceroy  for  O Poonee,  the  king  of 
Borabora,  (Bolabola)  but  was  not  on  the  ifland  at  that 
time.  After  dinner  they  milled  a bag,  which  contained  a 
number  of  nails,  fome  looking- glaflfes,  and  fcvcral  llrings 
of  beads,  being  their  whole  flock  in  trade.  After  a fliort 
debate,  the  officers  refolved  to  feize  as  much  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants  as  poffible,  in  order  to  force  them 
to  a reftitution.  They  immediately  began  at  the  place 
where  they  traded,  and  took  away  a hog,  fome  mother  of 
pearl  lliells,  and  a quantity  of  cloth,  not  without  being 
obliged  to  threaten  with  fire-arms.  The  party  was  then 
divided } fome  guarded  the  boats,  fome  the  goods  which 
were  feized,  and  fome,  with  the  lieutenant  at  their  head, 
advanced  into  the  country  in  quell  of  greater  feizures.  The 
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old  chief,  O-Tah,  accompanied  them,  and  was  under  the  s 
ftrongeft  influence  of  fear,  which  manifefted  itfelf  like 
that  of  the  dogs  in  the  fable  *.  Wherever  they  came  the 
inhabitants  hurried  away  before  them,  and  drove  their 
hogs  into  the  mountains.  The  officer  ordered  three 
mulkcts  to  be  fired  to  frighten  them,  upon  which  a 
chief,  who  had  one  leg  and  foot  fwelled  to  an  enormous 
fize  by  the  ilepbantiajis , returned  and  furrendered  his  hogs 
and  feveral  large  bales  of  cloth.  Our  people  next  proceed- 
ed to  Boba's  houfe,  which  they  (hipped  of  two  targets  and 
a drum,  and  with  thefe  fpoils  they  retired  to  the  houfe 
which  they  hid  occupied  before.  O Tah  left  them  in  the 
evening,  but  returned  foon  after  with  the  ftolcn  bag,  con- 
taining about  one  half  of  the  nails,  beads,  &c.  which  were 
taken  away  with  it,  and  palled  the  night  among  our  party. 
Early  the  next  morning  the  proprietors  of  the  goods  which 
our  people  had  feized,  were  told  that  every  thing  fliould 
be  reftored  on  condition  that  they  procured  the  remaining 
beads  and  nails.  In  the  mean  time  they  advanced  towards 
O Herurua  Bay  on  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  ifland,  and, 
on  their  way,  the  chief,  O-Tah,  together  with  the  other 
chief  with  the  elephant’s  leg,  who  walked  as  well  as  any 
one  of  the  reft,  produced  moft  of  the  mifling  iron  and 
trinkets,  which  had  been  hid  in  buflies  ; upon  which  our 
people  gave  up  the  cloth,  hogs,  targets,  &c.  which  had 
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hitherto  remained  in  their  hands,  and  rewarded  the  owner 
of  the  hut,  where  they  had  palled  the  night,  as  well  as 
the  old  chief,  for  their  fidelity  and  kindnefs.  The  beads 
which  they  had  recovered,  enabled  them  to  purchafe  a 
quantity  of  bananas  in  the  diflritft  of  Herurua,  and  after- 
wards in  a bay  called  A-Poto-Poto,  or  the  Round  Bay, 
where  they  faw  one  of  the  largeft  houfes  in  all  the  Society 
Iflcs.  It  was  full  of  inhabtiants,  many  of  whom  lodged 
with  their  families  in  different  parts  of  it ; the  whole  ap- 
pearing to  be  rather  a public  building,  created  for  the  cafual 
flielter  of  travellers,  like  the  carvanfaras  of  the  Eaft,  than 
a private  dwclling-houfc.  Here  they  dined,  and  after  dif- 
poling  of  every  bead  and  nail  which  they  had  brought  with 
them,  fet  out  on  their  return  to  the  (hips,  where  they  ar- 
rived about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  thoroughly  wet 
by  the  waves  which  beat  into  their  boats. 

The  next  morning,  the  chief  Orea  with  his  family  came 
to  take  leave  of  us,  and  the  Ihip  was  filled  with  the  friends  of 
O-Hcdecdce,  who  embarked  with  us,  bringing  him  cloth  of 
the  country  fabric,  and  a fea  provifion  of  their  balls  of  fer- 
mented bread-fruit  (mahei)  which  they  are  very  fond  of, 
and  which  is  one  of  the  moll  nutritive  fubftanccs  in  the 
world.  The  daughter  of  Orea,  who  had  never  ventured 
to  vifit  us  before,  came  on  board  on  this  occafion,  to  beg  for 
the  green  awning  of  the  captain’s  boat,  which  had  mightily 
ffruck  her  fancy.  She  received  abundance  of  prefents,  but 
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the  captain  could  not  poflibly  grant  her  reqtteft.  The  trade  Sl,T'JJ£E 
for  their  tools,  cloth,  &c.  was  very  brifk  all  round  the  fliip 
about  this  time,  till  the  anchor  was  weighed.  Our  friends 
parted  from  us,  with  the  finccrcft  expreffions  of  grief,  and 
fhedding  floods  of  tears,  reproached  fome  of  us  with  a 
want  of  fenfibility.  Our  civilized  education  in  general 
tends  to  flifle  the  emotions  of  our  heart ; for  as  we  are 
too  often  taught  to  be  afhamed  of  them,  we  unhappily 
conquer  them  by  cuflom.  On  the  contrary,  the  fimple 
child  of  nature,  who  inhabits  thefe  iflands,  gives  free  courfc 
to  all  his  feelings,  and  glories  in  his  affe&ion  towards  the 
fellow-creature. 

Mollifilma  corda 

Humano  gencri  dare  fe  natura  fatetur, 

Quae  1 aery  mas  dedic  $ haec  noftrfpars  optima  fcnflls.  Juvenal. 
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CHAP.  I. 

Run  from  tie  Society  IJIes  to  the  Friendly  JJles , with  an  Account  of  out 
TranfaWons  there. 

WE  cleared  the  reefs  of  Hamaneno  towards  ten 
o’clock,  and  fleered  to  the  \V.  S.  W.  having  the 
iflands  of  Raietea,  Taha,  and  Borabora  in  fight.  Only  one 
month  had  elapfed  fince  our  arrival  at  Tahcitee,  and  yet 
we  found  ourfelves  recovered  from  the  effects  of  a long 
uncomfortable  cruize  in  cold  wet  climates,  and  during  the 
worfl  of  feafons;  and  all  thofe  who  had  the  flrongeft  fymp- 
toms  of  the  feurvy  at  that  time,  were  now  as  perfedlly  rc- 
flored  to  their  health  as  the  reft.  The  vegetables  of  this 
delightful  group  of  iflands  had,  in  all  likelihood,  princi- 
pally effected  our  cure,  efpecially  as  we  left  our  firft  place 
of  rcfrefhment,  Aitepeha,  in  a tolerable  ftate  of  convales- 
cence. 
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cence,  though  we  had  not  then  tailed  any  frefh  animal  SerTi-uiEit. 
food.  Our  profpeft  for  the  next  month  to  come  promifcd 
a continuance  of  health,  for  we  carried  wfth  us  between 
two  and  three  hundred  hogs  in  each  fliip,  beGdes  a num- 
ber of  fowls  and  fomc  dogs,  together  with  a great  quanti- 
ty of  bananas,  which  formed  a kind  of  orchard  on  our 
poop.  It  is  true  the  want  of  room  occafioned  the  death  of 
fcveral  hogs,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the  old  dogs  in  refufing 
to  take  any  fuftenance,  deprived  us  of  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  thofe  animals.  But  we  foon  took  an  effectual  me- 
thod of  faving  our  provifions  by  killing  all  the  hogs  which 
were  weakened  by  confinement,  and  Brewing  the  meat  with 
fait.  By  this  means  it  was  preferved,  and  remained  palat- 
able and  juicy  without  being  fo  unwholefome  as  the 
pickled  meat  we  brought  from  England,  which  wa3  now 
fo  penetrated  with  fait,  that  if  we  attempted  to  fweeten  it  in 
water,  we  cxtradled  all  the  remaining  juices.  The  only  in- 
convenience which  the  ftay  among  thefe  ifles  had  brought 
upon  our  feamen,  was  a complaint  which  arofe  from  their 
own  intemperance,  in  carrying  on  a free  connexion  with 
common  women.  But  this,  though  many  of  them  were 
affedled  with  it,  was  fortunately  of  fo  flight  a nature,  that 
it  did  not,  in  general  take  them  from  their  duty,  and 
yielded  quickly  to  the  gcntleft  remedies. 

Our  young  friend  Hedeedee,  whom  we  had  taken  with 
us  inftcad  of  the  Taheitian  Porca,  felt  himfelf  much  affe<5t- 
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str'r.'cm.  with  tbe  fea-ficknefs,  occafioned  by  the  motion  of  the 
fliip,  to  which  lie  was  not  accudomcd.  He  told  us,  how- 
ever, as  we  were  looking  at  the  high  peak  of  Borabora, 
that  he  was  born  in  that  ifland,  and  was  nearly  related  to 
O-Poonee,  the  great  king  who  had  conquered  Taha  and 
Rjictea.  He  acquainted  us,  at  the  fame  time,  that  his  own 
name  was  properly  Mahine,  he  having  exchanged  it  for 
that  of  Hcdccdec  with  a chief  in  Eimeo ; a cuflom  which, 
as  I have  already  obferved  in  another  place,  is  common  in 
all  thefe  iflands.  His  relation,  king  O-Poonee,  was  at- 
prefent, . according  to  his  account,  at  Mowrua,  an  irtand 
which  we  parted  in  the  afternoon.  It  confided  of  a fingle 
mountain,  of  a conic  form,  rifing  into  a fharp  point ; anth 
from  the  reports  of  the  inhabitants  of  Raietca,  feme  of 
whom  had  frequently  vifited  it,  we  had  reafon  to  conclude 
that  its  productions  are  perfectly  fimilar  to  thofe  of  all  the 
other  ifles  in  this  group. 

Our  poor  friend  did  not  recover  his  appetite  till  the  next 
afternoon,  when  he  feaded  on  part  of  a dolphin  of  twenty- 
eight  pounds  weight,  which  had  been  caught  by  one  of  our 
feamen.  We  offered  to  have  it  drefled  for  him  immediate- 
ly, but  he  allured  us  it  taded  much  better  raw ; and  ac- 
cordingly we  provided  him  with  a bowl  of  fea-watcr,  in 
which  he  dipped  the  morfels  as  in  a fauce,  and  eat  them 
with  great  rclifh,  alternately  biting  into  a ball  of  mahei,  or 
four  bread-fruit  parte,  indead  of  bread.  Before  he  fat 
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down  to  his  meal,  however,  he  feparated  a little  morfcl  of 
the  fifli  and  a bit  of  the  mallei,  as  an  offering  to  the  Eatua 
or  Divinity,  pronouncing  a few  words  at  tire  fame  time, 
which  we  underflood  to  be  a fliort  prayer.  He  performed 
the  fame  ceremony  two  days  after,  when  he  dined  on  a taw  i ,o. 
piece  of  fliark.  Thefe  inflances  ferved  to  convince  us, 
that  his  countrymen  have  certain  fixed  principles  of  reli- 
gion, and  that  a kind  of  ceremonial  worfliip  takes  place 
among  them,  which  they  have  perhaps  preferved  ever  firicc 
their  fir  ft  reparation  ftorn  their  anceftors  on  the  continent. 

We  continued  our  courfe  without  any  event  worthy  of  trimi'aay.j. 
of  notice  till  the  23d,  in  the  morning,  when  a low  ifland 
appeared  on  our  larboard  bow.  We  fleered  towards  it, 
and  about  noon  found  it  was  divided  into  two  parts  j the 
latitude  which  we  obferved  at  that  time  was  1 8'  fouth. 

We  foon  dillinguilhcd  a quantity  of  fhrubs  and  tufted  trees 
upon  it,  over  which  rofe  a prodigious  number  of  coco- 
palms.  By  the  help  of  our  glaflcs  we  obferved  that  the 
fliore  was  fandy,  but  here  and  there  over-run  with  verdure, 
which  probably  was  occafioncd  by  the  common  bindweed 
of  thefe  climates  ( convolvulus  BraJilienJhJ.  A reef  as  we  ap- 
prehended, connected  the  two  parts  of  the  ifland  together, 
which  notwithftanding  its  agreeable  appearance,  feemed  to 
be  entirely  uninhabited.  Captain  Cook  gave  it  the  name 
of  Hcrvey’s  lfle,  in  honour  of  the  prefent  carl  of  Briftol. 

A bird  which  rcfcmblcd  a faud-piper  in  its  flight,  and 
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sirr'uiii.  note,  Lad  appeared  about  the  Ihip,  the  day  before  we  made 
this  ifland,  and  might  be  faid  to  have  announced  its  proxi- 
mity, but  though  we  obferved  another  of  the  fame  fort 
suniUj  it.  on  the  26  th,  which  aftually  fettled  in  the  rigging,  yet  we 
did  not  fall  in  with  another  ifland.  We  held  a wcflcrly 
courfe  from  Hervey’s  Ifle,  which  lies  in  190  18'  fouth  la- 
titude and  tj8°  54' weft  longitude  from  Greenwich,  till 
F?idj* the  firft  of  Oftober,  when  we  faw  land  before  us  about  two 
o’  clock  in  the  afternoon.  In  four  hours  time  we  came 
within  two  or  three  leagues  of  it,  and  found  it  of  a moderate 
height  ; the  hills  were  covered  with  trees,  and  offered  a 
pleafing,  though  not  magnificent  profpedt.  At  the  fouth- 
weft  extremity  we  obferved  a fmall  rocky  iflet,  and  to 
the  northward  a low  land  of  greater  extent.  From 
thence  we  judged,  that  the  ifle  before  us  was  the 
fame  which  Abel  Janffen  Tafman  named  Middleburg  Ifle, 
in  1643,  and  that  the  other  to  the  north,  was  that  of 
Amfterdam,  difeovered  by  the  fame  navigator.  We  lay  to 
Saturday  a.  all  night,  and  with  day-break  paffed  round  the  S.  W.  point 
of  Middleburg  Ifle,  and  ranged  its  weftern  coaft.  There 
appeared  to  be  fome  low  land  at  the  bottom  of  the  hills, 
which  contained  plantations  of  fine  young  bananas,  whofe 
vivid  green  leaves  contraftcd  admirably  with  the  different 
tints  of  various  fhrubberies,  and  with  the  brown  colour  of 
the  coco  palms,  which  feemed  to  be  the  efletft  of  winter. 
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The  light  was  Rill  fo  faint,  that  wc  diRinguiflicd  feveral 
fires  glimmering  in  the  bu£hes,  but  by  degrees  we  likewife 
difeerned  people  running  along  the  flrorc.  The  hills  which 
were  low,  and  not  fo  high  above  the  level  of  the  fca  as  the 
Iflc  of  Wight,  were  agreeably  adorned  with  fmall  clumps 
of  trees  fcattered  at  feme  diflance,  and  the  intermediate 
ground  appeared  covered  with  herbage,  like  many  parts  of 
England.  It  was  not  long  before  we  perceived  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  bufied  in  launching  feveral  canoes,  and  pad- 
dling towards  us.  Wc  threw  a rope  into  one  of  thefe 
canoes  which  ran  up  clofe  to  us,  and  one  of  the  three 
people  in  her  came  on  board,  and  prefented  a root  of  the 
intoxicating  pepper-tree  of  the  South  Sea  Iflands,  touched 
our  nofes  with  his  like  the  New  Zeelanders,  in  fign  of 
friendfhip,  and  then  fat  down  on  the  deck  without  fpcaking 
a word.  The  captain  prefented  him  with  a nail,  upon 
which  he  immediately  held  it  over  his  own  head,  and 
pronounced  fagajrtai,  which  was  probably  an  expreflion 
of  thankfgiving.  He  was  naked  to  the  waifl,  but  from 
thence  to  the  knees  he  had  a piece  of  cloth  wrapped  about 
him,  which  feemed  to  be  manufactured  much  like  that  of 
Taheitec,  but  was  covered  with  a brown  colour,  and  a 
firong  glue,  which  made  it  Riff,  and  fit  to  rcfiR  the  wet. 
His  Rature  was  middle-fized,  and  his  lineaments  were  mild 
and  tolerably  regular.  His  colour  was  much  like  that 
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of  the  common  Taheitians  *,  that  is,  of  a clear  mahogany 
or  chefnut  brown ; his  beard  was  cut  fliort  or  (haven,  and 
liis  hair  was  black,  in  (hort  frizzled  curls,  burnt  as  it  were 
at  the  tips.  He  had  three  circular  fpots  on  each  arm, 
about  the  fize  of  a crown  piece,  confiding  of  feveral  con- 
centric circles  of  elevated  points,  which  anfwered  to  the 
punctures  of  the  Taheitians,  but  were  not  blacked  ; befides 
thefe,  he  had  other  black  pundtures  on  his  body.  A fmall 
cylinder  was  fixed  through  two  holes  in  the  lap  of  his  ear, 
and  his  left  hand  wanted  the  little  finger.  He  continued 
his  filcncc  for  a confidcrable  while,  but  fome  others,  who 
ventured  on  board  foon  after  him,  were  of  a more  com- 
municative turn,  and  after  having  performed  the  ceremony 
of  touching  nofes,  fpoke  a language  which  was  unintelli- 
gible to  us  at  that  time.  In  the  mean  while  we  arrived 
at  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  ifland,  where  we  druck  foundings 
on  a good  bottom,  in  an  open  road,  and  let  go  our  anchors 
about  nine  in  the  morning.  We  were  prcfently  furrounded 
by  a humber  of  canoes,  each  containing  three  or  four 

• As  I fhall  frequently  mention  the  inhabitants  of  Taheitce,  and  of  the  So- 
ciety IflanJs,  in  com  pari  fan  with  other  i Handers,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve, 
thaffince  the  natives  both  of  Tahcitcc  and  of  the  Society  Iflands,  are  pcrfc&ly 
alike  in  mud  refpeas,  I fliall  indifferently  call  a cuftom  Tahcitian,  or  ufual  at 
the  Society  Iflands,  which  is  common  to  them  both.  Therefore,  unlefs  I ex- 
ptefly  put  thefe  terms  in  contrail  i ft  incl  ion  to  each  other,  I wdh  to  have  them 
underftood  in  general  as  fynonymous, 
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people,  who  offered  great  quantities  of  their  cloth  for  fale. 
The  canoes  were  fraall,  about  fifteen  feet  long,  very  (harp 
built,  and  decked  or  covered  at  each  extremity.  Mod  of 
them  had  out-riggers  made  of  poles,  like  the  fmall  canoes 
at  Taheitee,  but  the  workmanfbip  of  thefe  boats  was  in- 
finitely preferable,  as  they  were  joined  together  with  an 
exadtnefs  which  furprifed  us,  and  the  whole  furface  had 
received  an  excellent  polifh.  Their  paddles  had  Ihort  broad 
blades,  fomething  like  thofe  of  Taheitee,  but  more  neatly 
wrought,  and  of  better  wood.  They  made  a great  deal  of 
noife  about  us,  every  one  Ihewing  what  he  had  to  fell, 
and  calling  to  fome  one  of  us,  who  happened  to  look 
towards  them.  Their  language  was  not  unplcafing,  and 
whatever  they  faid,  was  in  a finging  kind  of  tone.  Many 
were  bold  enough  to  come  on  board,  without  exprefling  the 
leaft  hefitation,  and  one  of  thefe  feemed  to  be  a chief,  or  a 
man  of  fome  quality,  and  was  accordingly  treated  with  a 
number  of  prefents,  which  he  fevcrally  laid  on  his  head, 
when  he  received  them,  faying  fagajetai  every  time.  Our 
Englilh  cloth  and  linen  he  admired  mod,  and  iron  wares 
in  the  next  degree.  His  behaviour  was  very  free  and 
unconcerned  ; for  he  went  down  into  the  cabin,  and  wbere- 
ever  we  thought  fit  to  conduct  him.  He  likewife  told  us, 
upon  our  enquiry,  that  the  idand  near  which  we  lay  at 
anchor,  (the  fame  which  Tafman  called  Middleburg)  was 
called  Ea-Oowhc  among  his  country-men  ; and  that  the 
Vol.  I.  I i i other 
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other  to  the  north  (or  Tafman’s  Amfierdam  ifland)  bore  the 
name  of  Tonga-Tabboo.  We  confulted  feveral  of  the 
natives,  in  order  to  have  greater  certainty  on  this  point, 
and  always  received  the  fame  names  in  anfwer. 

After  breakfaft,  the  captains  went  on  fhore  with  us  and 
the  chief,  who  had  continued  on  board  all  that  time.  A 
bed  of  coral  rocks  furrounded- the  coaft,  towards  the  land- 
ing-place ; but  many  canoes  occupied  the  deep  channels 
between  thefe  rocks,  and  a great  number  of  inhabitants  in 
them  as  well  as  on  the  fhore,  fhouted  for  joy  at  our  ap- 
proach. The  canoes  immediately  came  along  fide  the  boar, 
and  the  natives  threw  great  bales  of  cloth  into  it,  without 
afking  for  any  thing  in  return ; while  many  of  both  fexes 
fwam  about  perfectly  naked,  holding  up  fomc  trifles,  fuch 
as  rings  of  tortoife-fhell,  filh-hooks  of  mother  of  pearl,  and 
the  like,  for  fale.  As  foon  as  we  could  make  way  through 
the  throng  of  canoes,  we  approached  as  near  as  poffible  to 
the  fhore,  and  were  carried  to  it  out  of  our  boat,  for  which 
the  natives  very  readily  offered  their  backs.  The  people 
thronged  about  us  with  every  exprefiion  of  friendfhip,  and 
offered  a few  fruits,  with  a variety  of  arms  and  utenfils. 
The  cordial  reception  which  we  met  with,  was  fuch  as 
might  have  been  expedted  from  a people  well  acquainted 
with  our  good  intentions,  and  accuftomed  to  the  tranfitory 
vifits  of  European  fliips.  But  thefe  kind  iflanders  had  never 
feen  Europeans  among  them,  and  coukl  only  have  heard 
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of  Tafman  who  vifited  the  adjacent  Amftcrdam  ifland,  by 
imperfedt  tradition.  Nothing  was  therefore  more  confpi- 
cuous  in  their  whole  behaviour  than  an  open,  generous 
difpofition,  free  from  any  mean  diflruft.  This  was  con- 
firmed by  the  appearance  of  a great  number  of  women  in 
the  croud,  covered  from  the  waift  downwards,  whofe  looks 
and  fmiles  welcomed  us  to  the  (hore.  Mr.  I-Iodges  defigned 
this  memorable  interview  in  an  elegant  picture,  which  has 
been  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage. 
The  fame  candour  with  which  I have  made  it  a rule  to 
commend  the  performances  of  this  ingenious  artift,  when- 
ever they  are  charadtcriftic  of  the  objedts  which  he  meant 
to  reprefent,  obliges  me  to  mention,  that  this  piece,  in  which 
the  execution  of  Mr.  Sherwin  cannot  be  too  much  admired, 
does  not  convey  any  adequate  idea  of  the  natives  of  Ea- 
oowhe  or  of  Tonga  Tabbo.  The  plates  which  ornamented 
the  hiftory  of  captain  Cook’s  former  voyage,  have  been 
juftly  criticifed,  becaufe  they  exhibited  to  our  eyes  the  pleaf- 
ing  forms  of  antique  figures  and  draperies,  inllcad  of  thofe 
Indians  of  which  we  wilhed  to  form  fome  idea.  But  it 
is  alfo  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  Mr.  Hodges  has  loll 
the  lketchcs  and  drawings  which  he  made  from  Nature 
in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  and  fupplied  the  deficiency 
in  this  cafe,  from  his  own  elegant  ideas.  The  con- 
noi/Tcur  will  find  Greek  contours  and  features  in  this 
picture,  which  have  never  cxifted  in  the  South  Sea.  He 
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will  admire  an  elegant  flowing  robe  which  involves  the 
whole  head  and  body,  in  an  ifland  where  the  women  very 
rarely  cover  die  Ihoulders  and  breaft ; and  he  will  be 
flruck  with  awe  and  delight  by  the  figure  of  a divine  old 
man,  with  a long  white  beard,  though  all  the  people  of 
Ea-oowhc  (have  themfelves  with  mufcle-Qiells. 

We  foon  left  the  landing  place,  and  followed  the  chief, 
who  invited  us  up  into  the  country.  The  ground  from  the 
water’s  fide  rofe  fomewhat  fteep  for  a few  yards,  above 
which  it  flattened  into  a beautiful  green  lawn,  furrounded 
by  tall  trees  and  tufted  flirubberies,  and  open  only  to  the 
fea.  At  the  bottom  of  it,  which  might  be  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  landing-place,  we  faw  a very  neat 
well-looking  houfe,  of  which  the  roof  Hoped  down  within 
two  feet  of  the  ground.  We  advanced  acrofs  the  delight- 
ful green,  which  was  fo  fmooth,  that  it  put  us  in  mind 
of  the  fineft  fpots  in  England,  and  were  entreated  to  fit 
down  in  the  houfe,  which  was  rnoft  elegantly  laid  out  with 
mats  of  the  belt  workmanfliip,  In  one  corner  of  it  we 
faw  a moveable  partition  of  wicker-work  Handing  upright, 
and,  from  the  figns  of  the  natives  collected,  that  it  feparated 
their  bed-place.  The  roof,  Hoping  down  on  all  fides,  was 
formed  of  a great  number  of  fpars  and  round  flicks  very 
firmly  connefted,  and  covered  with  a fort  of  matting  made 
of  banana  leaves. 
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We  were  no  fooner  feated  in  the  houfe,  furrounded  by  w 
a confiderable  number  of  natives,  not  lefs  than  a hundred, 
than  two  or  three  of  the  women  welcomed  us  with  a fong, 
which,  though  exceedingly  Ample,  had  a very  pleafing  ef- 
fect, and  was  highly  mufical  when  compared  to  the  Tahei- 
tian  fongs.  They  beat  time  to  it  by  fnapping  the  fecond 
finger  and  thumb,  and  holding  the  three  remaining  fingers 
upright.  Their  voices  were  very  fweet  and  mellow,  and 
they  lung  in  parts.  When  they  had  done  they  were  re- 
lieved by  others,  who  fung  they  fame  tune,  and  at  lad 
they  joined  together  in  chorus.  A very  ingenious  gentle- 
man, who  was  on  this  voyage  with  us,  has  favoured  me 
with  one  of  the  tunes  which  he  heard  in  this  ifland,  which 
may  ferve  as  a fpecimen  to  the  mufical  part  of  my  readers. 


In  this  little  fpecimen  the  mufic  is  in  the  minor  key,  (a  flat 
third.)  They  varied  the  four  notes  without  ever  going 
lower  than  A or  higher  than  E ; finging  them  rather  flow, 


The  kindnefs  of  the  people  was  ex  prefled  in  every  look 
and  gefturc,  and  they  freely  olfcrcd  us  fome  coco-nuts,  of 
which  we  found  the  liquor  very  palatable.  We  were  like- 
wife  regaled  with  a moll  delicious  perfume  in  this  place, 
which  the  breeze  wafted  towards  us.  It  was  a confiderable 
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time  before  we  difcovered  from  whence  it  proceeded ; but 
at  laft  having  looked  at  fome  fttady  trees  at  the  back  of  the 
houfe,  we  perceived  they  were  of  the  lemon  tribe,  and 
covered  with  beautiful  branches  of  white  flowers,  which 
fpread  this  fragrant  fmcll.  The  natives  foon  brought  us 
fome  of  the  fruits,  which  we  knew  to  be  of  the  kind  call- 
ed {haddocks  in  the  Weft-Indie9,  and  pomplemofcs  at  Ba- 
tavia and  the  adjacent  Eaft-Indian  ifles.  Their  (hape  was 
perfectly  globular,  their  fizc  almoft  as  large  as  a child’s 
head,  and  their  tafte  extremely  pleafant. 

On  both  Tides  of  the  lawn  we  took  notice  of  a fence  or 
cnclofure  made  of  reeds,  diagonally  plaited  in  an  elegant 
tafte.  A door,  which  confifted  of  feveral  boards,  and  was 
hung  on  a rope  inftcad  of  hinges,  gave  admittance  into  a 
plantation  on  each  fide.  We  fiparated,  in  order  to  examine 
this  beautiful  country,  and  at  every  ftep  had  reafon  to  be 
well  pleafed  with  our  difeoveries.  The  door  was  fo  con- 
trived as  to  fhut  after  us  without  any  alliftance,  and  the 
enclofures  were  over-run  with  climbers,  and  efpecially  a 
bind-weed,  having  flowers  of  a beautiful  Iky- blue.  The 
profpcift  now  changed  into  an  extenfive  garden,  where  we 
f.uv  a number  of  tufted  {haddock-trees,  tall  coco-palms, 
many  bananas,  and  a few  bread-fruit  trees.  In  the  midft  of 
this  (pot  the  path  led  us  to  a dwelling-houfe,  like  that  on 
the  lawn,  furrounded  by  a great  variety  of  {hrubs  in  blof- 
fom,  whole  fragrance  filled  the  air.  We  roamed  through 
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thefe  buQies,  and  collected  a variety  of  plants  which  we 
had  never  met  with  in  the  Society  Ifles.  The  inhabitants 
fcemed  to  be  of  a more  aCtive  and  induftrious  difpofmon 
than  thofe  of  Taheitee,  and  inftcad  of  following  us  in  great 
crouds  wherever  we  went,  left  us  entirely  by  ourfelves,  un- 
lefs  we  entreated  them  to  accompany  us.  In  that  cafe  we 
could  venture  to  go  with  our  pockets  open,  unlcfs  we  had 
nails  in  them,  upon  which  they  fet  fo  great  a value  that 
they  could  not  always  refill  the  temptation.  We  palled 
through  more  than  ten  adjacent  plantations  or  gardens, 
feparatcd  by  enclofures,  communicating  with  each  other  by 
means  of  the  doors  before  mentioned.  In  each  of  them 
we  commonly  met  with  a houfe,  of  which  the  inhabitants 
were  abfent.  Their  attention  to  feparate  their  property 
feemed  to  argue  a higher  degree  of  civilization  than  we  had 
expc&cd.  Their  arts,  manufactures,  and  mufic  were  all 
more  cultivated,  complicated,  and  elegant  than  at  the  So- 
ciety Illands.  But,  in  return,  the  opulence,  or  rather  luxury, 
of  the  Taheiiians  feemed  to  be  much  greater.  We  faw 
but  few  hogs  and  fowls  here,  and  that  great  fupport  of 
life,  the  bread-tree,  appeared  to  be  very  fcarce.  Yams, 
therefore,  and  other  roots,  together  with  bananas,  are 
their  principal  articles  of  diet.  Their  cloathing  too,  com- 
pared to  that  of  Taheitee,  was  lefs  plentiful,  or  at  leaft  not 
converted  into  fuch  an  article  of  luxury  as  at  that  ifland. 
Lallly,  their  houfes,  though  neatly  conlhucted,  and  always 
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placed  in  a fragrant  fh  rubbery,  were  lefs  roomy  and  con- 
venient. We  made  thefe  reflections  as  we  advanced  towards 
the  landing  place,  where  feveral  hundred  natives  were  af- 
fembled  5 and  their  appearance  immediately  ftruck  us  with 
the  idea,  that  if  they  did  not  enjoy  fo  great  a profufion  of 
the  gifts  of  nature  as  the  Taheitians,  thofe  gifts  were  per- 
haps dillributed  to  all  with  greater  equality.  We  ad- 
vanced among  them,  and  were  accofted  with  carefTcs  by 
old  and  young,  by  men  and  women.  They  hugged  us 
very  heartily,  and  frequently  kifled  our  hands,  laying  them 
on  their  bread,  with  the  mod  expreflive  looks  of  affeClion 
that  can  be  imagined.  The  general  dature  of  the  men  was 
equal  to  our  middle  fize,  from  five  feet  three  to  five  feet 
ten  inches.  The  proportions  of  the  body  were  very  fine, 
and  the  contours  of  the  limbs  extremely  elegant,  though 
fomething  more  mufcular  than  at  Taheitee,  which  may  be 
owing  to  a greater  and  more  condant  exertion  of  ftrength  in 
their  agriculture  and  ceconomy.  Their  features  were  ex- 
tremely mild  and  plcafing,  and  differed  from  the  Taheitian 
faces,  in  being  more  oblong  than  round ; the  nofe  fliarper, 
and  the  lips  rather  thinner.  Their  hair  was  generally 
black  and  drongly  curled,  and  the  beard  fhaven  or  rather 
dipt  by  means  of  a couple  of  fharp  mufcle  fhells,  (myiili.) 
The  women  were,  in  general,  a few  inches  fliortcr  than 
the  men,  but  not  fo  fmall  as  the  lower  clafs  of  women  at 
Taheitee  and  the  Society  Ides.  Their  body  was  exquifitely 
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proportioned  down  to  the  waift,  and  their  hands  and  arms  0ctose*. 
were  to  the  full  as  delicate  as  thofe  of  the  Taheitian  women ; 
but  like  them  they  had  fuch  large  feet  and  legs  as  did  not 
harmonize  with  the  reft.  Their  features,  though  without 
regularity,  were  as  agreeable  as  we  had  in  general  obferv- 
ed  them  at  the  Society  Ifles  j but  we  recollected  many  indi- 
viduals there,  efpecially  of  the  principal  families,  to  which 
none  of  thefe  could  be  compared.  The  complexion  of  both 
fexes  here  was  the  fame,  a light  chefnut-brown,  which  had 
commonly  the  appearance  of  perfe<5l  health.  That  differ- 
ence of  colour  and  corpulence,  by  which  we  immediately 
diftinguiflied  the  ranks  at  Tahchce,  was  not  to  be  met 
with  in  this  ifland.  The  chief,  who  had  vifued  us  on 
board  and  accompanied  us  to  the  fliore,  was  in  nothing 
different  from  the  common  people,  not  even  in  his  drefs ; 
it  was  only  from  the  obedience  which  was  paid  to  his 
orders  that  we  concluded  his  quality.  The  cuftom  of 
puntturing  the  lkin  and  blacking  it,  was  in  full  force 
among  the  men,  and  their  belly  and  loins  were  very  ftrong- 
ly  marked  in  configurations  more  compounded  than  thofe 
of  the  Taheitians.  The  tendereft  parts  of  the  body  were 
not  free  from  thefe  punfturcs,  the  application  of  which, 
befides  being  very  painful,  mult  be  extremely  dangerous 
on  glandulous  extremities,  and  juflly  excited  our  aftonifh- 
menr. 

- » -■  ct  pifta  pandit  fpcQacula  cauda  ! Ho*. 
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The  women,  however,  were  exempted  from  this  cuflom 
of  disfiguring  thcmfelvcs,  and  had  only  a few  black  dots 
on  their  hands.  But  befides  thefe,  both  fexes  had  three 
fpots  on  the  arms,  confifting  of  concentric  circles  of  punc- 
tures, without  any  blacking,  which  I have  mentioned  be- 
fore. The  men  in  general  went  almoft  naked,  having  on- 
ly a fmall  bit  of  cloth  round  the  loins.  Some,  however, 
wore  a drefs  nearly  refembling  that  of  the  women.  This- 
was  a long  piece  of  cloth  made  of  bark,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  Taheitee  cloth,  but  afterwards  painted  chequer- 
wife,  or  in  patterns  nearly  refembling  our  painted  floor- 
cloths, and  covered  with  a fize,  which  turned  the  wet  for  a 
long  while.  This  they  wrapped  round  their  waift,  the 
men  nearly  about  their  middle,  the  women  more  immedi- 
ately under  the  breaft,  and  in  both  it  commonly  defeended 
below  tire  knees.  Inftcad  of  the  cloth  they  likewife  fub- 
flituted  mats,  extremely  well  wrought,  in  form  refembling 
tliofe  of  Taheitee,  and  fometimes,  though  rarely,  covered 
even  their  fhoulders  and  breads  with  them.  The  men  fre- 
quently wore  a firing  round  their  necks,  from  which  a 
mother  of  pearl  fhell  hung  down  on  the  breaft.  The  women 
often  had  loofe  necklaces,  confifting  of  feveral  firings  of 
fmall  fliells,  intermixed  with  feeds,  teeth  of  fifties,  and  in 
the  middle  of  all  the  round  operculum,  or  cover  of  a fhell,. 
as  large  as  a crown-piece.  Both  their  ears  were  perforated,, 
and  fometimes  with  two  holes,  and  a little  cylinder  cut  out 
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of  tortoife-fhell  or  bone,  was  ftuck  through  both  the  holes. 
Sometimes  thcfc  cylinders  were  only  of  reed,  filled  with  a 
red  folid  fubftance,  painted  and  lacquered  with  different  co- 
lours  in  regular  compartments.  The  moil  lingular  cir- 
cumflance  which  we  obferved  among  thefe  people  was,  that 
many  of  them  wanted  the  little  finger  on  one  and  fome- 
times  on  both  hands  ; the  differences  of  fex  or  age  did  not 
exempt  them  from  this  amputation;  for  even  amongft  the 
few  children,  whom  wre  faw  running  about  naked,  the 
greater  part  had  already  fuffered  this  lofs.  Only  a few 
grown  people,  who  had  preferved  both  their  little  fingers, 
were  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  Wc  immediately 
conjectured  that  the  death  of  a near  relation  or  friend 
might  require  thefe  ftrangc  mutilations,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  is  cuftomary  among  the  Hottentots,  in  Africa  *5  the 
Guaranos,  in  Paraguay ; and  the  Californians  j and  our 
enquiries,  though  unfuccefsful  at  firft,  afterwards  confirm- 
ed tire  conjecture.  Another  Angularity,  which  we  obferved 
to  be  very  general  among  thefe  people,  wa3  a round  fpot 
on  each  cheek-bone,  which  appeared  to  have  been  burnt  or 
bliilered.  Some  had  it  quite  recent,  in  others  it  was  cover- 
ed with  a feurf,  and  many  had  a very  flight  mark  of  its 
former  cxiflence.  We  could  never  learn  how  and  for  what 
purpofe  it  was  made  ; but  wc  fuppofed  it  could  only  be 

* See  kulben’s  account  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; alfo  the  Recherche* 
Phitofophiquea  fur  tes  Amcricains,  par  M.  Pauw,  vol.  II.  p.  224,  229. 
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ufed  like  the  Japanefe  moxa,  as  a remedy  againft  various 
complaints. 

Notwithflanding  the  engaging  manners  of  the  natives, 
we  forefaw  that  we  fliould  make  but  a very  fliort  flay 
among  them,  becaufe  our  captains  could  not  obtain  refrefh- 
ments  in  any  confidcrable  quantity ; which  might  be  owing 
not  fo  much  to  their  fcarcity  upon  the  ifland,  as  to  the  dif- 
ficulty of  making  our  goods  current  for  fuch  valuable  ar- 
ticles, when  they  could  obtain  them  in  exchange  for  arms 
and  utenfils.  They  had  brought  indeed  a few  yams,  bana- 
nas, coco-nuts,  and  (haddocks  for  fale,  but  they  foon  dropt 
that  branch  of  trade.  Our  people  purchafed  an  incredible 
number  of  fifli  hooks  made  of  mother  of  pearl,  barbed 
with  tortoifc-fliell,  but  in  fhape  exatflly  refembling  the  Ta- 
heitee  fifh-hooks,  called  witte-witte  * ; fome  of  which  were 
near  feven  inches  long.  They  likewife  bought  their  (hells, 
which  hung  on  the  bread,  their  necklaces,  bracelets  of 
mother  of  pearl,  and  cylindrical  (licks  for  the  ear.  They 
had  the  neateft  ornamental  combs  that  can  be  imagined, 

r 

confiding  of  a number  of  little  flat  flicks  about  five  inches 
long,  of  a yellow  wood  like  box,  mod  firmly  and  elegantly 
connected  together  at  the  bottom  by  a tiflue  of  the  fibres  of 
coco-nut,  fome  of  which  were  of  their  natural  colour,  and 
others  dyed  black.  Thefe  fibres  were  likewife  employed 

* See  Hawkefworth,  vo!.  II.  p.  218.  Alfo  Parkinfon's  Journal,  p.  77,  and 
Tab.  XIII.  fig.  2j. 
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in  making  a great  variety  of  bafkets,  wrought  with  regular 
compartments  of  two  colours,  brown  and  black,  or  fome- 
times  all  brown,  and  ornamented  with  rows  of  round  flat 
beads,  which  were  made  by  cutting  pieces  of  fhells  into 
that  fliape.  The  tafte  and  the  workmanfhip  of  thefe 
bafkets  were  elegant  in  the  higheft  degree,  and  varied  into 
different  forms  and  patterns.  Thofe  little  flools,  which 
ferve  as  pillows  for  the  head,  were  much  more  frequent 
here  than  at  Taheitce  ; flattifh  bowls,  in  which  they  place 
their  meat,  and  fpatulas  with  which  they  mix  up  the 
bread-fruit  pafle,  were  likewife  in  great  abundance,  and 
made  of  the  club-wood  ( cafttarina  etjuiftifrotia),  which  had 
this  name  from  fupplying  all  the  iflanders  in  the  South 
Sea  with  weapons.  The  clubs  of  the  people  of  this  ifle, 
were  of  an  infinite  variety  of  fliapes,  and  many  of  them 
fo  ponderous  that  we  could  fcarcc  manage  them  with  one 
hand  j the  molt  common  form  was  quadrangular,  fo  as  to 
make  a rhomboid  at  the  broad  end,  and  gradually  tapering 
into  a round  handle  at  the  other.  But  many  were  fpatu- 
lated,  flattifli,  and  pointed ; fome  had  long  handles  and  a 
blade  which  refembled  the  blade  of  a fleam  ; others  were 
crooked,  knobbed,  &c.  But  by  far  the  greateff  part  were 
carved  all  over  in  many  chequered  patterns,  which  feemed 
to  have  required  a long  fpace  of  time,  and  incredible  pa- 
tience, efpecially  when  we  confider,  that  a {harp  flone,  or  a 
piece  of  coral,  arc  the  only  tools  which  the  natives 
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can  employ  in  this  kind  of  work.  All  the  different 
compartments  were  wrought  and  divided  with  a regu- 
larity which  quite  furprifed  us,  and  the  whole  furface 
of  the  plain  clubs  was  as  highly  polithed,  as  if  our 
heft  workmen  had  made  them  with  the  bed  inflru- 
mcnts.  Beftdes  clubs,  they  had  fpcars  of  the  fame  wood, 
which  were  fometimes  plain,  (harp  pointed  (licks,  and 
fometimes  barbed  with  a (ling-ray’s  tail.  They  had  like- 
wife  bows  and  arrows,  of  a peculiar  confirmation.  The 
bow  which  was  (is  feet  long,  was  about  the  thickncfs  of  a 
little  finger,  and  when  (lack,  formed  a (light  curve.  Its 
convex  part  was  channelled  with  a (ingle  deep  groove,  in 
which  the  bow  firing  was  lodged,  and  which  was  likewife 
big  enough  fometimes  to  contain  the  arrow  made  of  reed, 
near  fix  feet  long,  and  pointed  with  hard  wood.  \Vhcn  the 
bow  was  to  be  bent,  inflead  of  drawing  it  fo  as  to  encreafe 
the  natural  curvature,  they  drew  it  the  contrary  way,  made 
it  perfetfily  (Ira it,  and  then  formed  the  curve  on  the  other 
(ide.  The  bow- tiring  by  this  means  never  needed  to  be 
tenfe,  as  the  arrow  received  fufiicicnt  moment  by  changing 
the  natural  bent  of  the  bow  ; the  recoil  of  which  was  never 
violent  enough  to  hurt  the  arm.  Our  feamen,  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  thefe  weapons,  broke  fcveral 
of  them  by  drawing  them  like  other  bows.  The  immenfe 
quantity  of  arms  belonging  to  the  natives,  corrcfponded 
very  ill  with  the  pacific  difpofition,  which  had  (Irongly 
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(hone  through  their  whole  behaviour  towards  us,  and 
which  dill  maniferted  itfelf  in  their  readinefs  to  difpofe  of 
them.  It  is  probable  that  they  have  fometimes  quarrels 
amongft  thcmfelves,  or  wage  war  with  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  but  we  could  by  no  means  difeover  any  thing  from 
their  converfation  or  figns,  which  might  have  ferved  to 
throw  a light  on  this  fubjeft.  The  feveral  articles  above 
enumerated,  together  with  all  their  forts  of  cloth,  their 
elegant  mats,  which  for  workmanlhip  and  variety  excelled 
even  thofe  of  Talieitee,  and  a great  many  other  trifles  too 
tedious  to  mention,  they  brought  to  fell,  and  with  great 
eagernefs  exchanged  for  fmall  nails,  and  fometimes  for 
beads.  But  in  rcfpect  of  the  latter  their  tafte  was  different 
from  that  of  the  Taheitians ; for  the  latter  always  chofe 
thofe  that  were  tranfparent,  but  the  people  of  Ea-oowhe 
would  take  no  other  than  black  opaque  beads,  with  red,  blue, 
and  white  ftripes.  We  traded  with  them  till  dinner-time, 
and  then  re-embarked  in  order  to  return  on  board  the  (hips ; 
but  were  obliged  to  fit  down  contented  with  the  lofs  of  a 
grapnel,  which  the  natives  had  contrived  to  (leal  almoff  as 
foon  as  it  was  let  down  into  the  water.  Their  kind  looks 
and  acclamations  followed  us  till  we  returned  on  board,, 
where  a number  of  them  traded  in  their  canoes  with  the  * 

fame  forts  of  goods  which  we  had  purchafed  on  flaore.  We 
fiw  feveral  perfons  among  them  aflliifted  with  leprous 
complaints,  in  fome  of  which  the  difordcr  had  rifen  to  a 
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high  degree  of  virulence ; one  man  in  particular  had  his 
whole  back  and  fhoulders  covered  with  a large  cancerous 
ulcer,  which  was  perfectly  livid  within,  and  of  a bright 
yellow  all  round  the  edges.  A woman  was  likewife  un- 
fortunate enough  to  have  all  her  face  deftroyed  by  it  in 
the  mod  fliocking  manner ; there  was  only  a hole  left  in 
the  place  of  her  nofe ; her  cheeks  were  fwelled  up  and 
continually  oozing  out  a purulent  matter ; and  her  eyes 
feemed  ready  to  fall  out  of  her  head,  being  bloody  and  fore. 
Thefe  were  fome  of  the  mod  miferable  objects  I recollect 
ever  to  have  feen;  and  yet  they  feemed  to  be  quite  uncon- 
cerned about  their  misfortunes,  traded  as  brifkly  as  any  of 
the  reft,  and  what  was  molt  naufeous,  had  provifions  to 
fell. 

After  dinner  Dr.  Sparrman  remained  on  board  with  me, 
in  order  to  arrange  our  acquifitions  of  the  morning,  and 
my  father  again  accompanied  the  captains  to  the  fhore,  with 
a view  to  collect  a frefh  fupply.  They  returned  about  fun- 
fet,  and  my  father  gave  the  following  account  of  this 
cxcurfion. 

“ At  the  landing-place  the  natives  welcomed  us  with 
ihouts  as  in  the  morning,  and  the  croud  being  as  numer- 
ous as  ever,  the  trade  was  carried  on  very  brifkly,  but  pro- 
vifions were  fcarce,  and  fhaddocks  in  particular  not  at  all  to 
be  had,  as  the  feafon  was  not  yet  futficicntly  advanced.  Mr. 
Hodges,  myfelf,  and  one  fervant,  left  the  trading- place  with 
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two  of  the  natives,  whom  wc  engaged  to  become  our 
guides  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  and  walked  up  the  hill  to  view 
the  interior  part  of  the  country.  Our  walk  lay  through  a 
number  of  rich  plantations  or  gardens,  enclofed  as  before 
mentioned  with  fences  of  reeds,  or  with  quick- hedges  of 
the  beautiful  coral  flower,  (. erytbrina  cwalkdendron.)  Beyond 
thefe  we  entered  into  a lane  between  two  enclofures,  and 
obferved  bananas  and  yams  planted  in  rows  on  both  fides, 
with  as  much  order  and  regularity  as  we  employ  in  our 
agriculture.  This  lane  opened  into  a fine  extenfive  plain, 
covered  with  rich  grades.  Having  eroded  it,  we  met  with 
a moll  delightful  walk  about  a mile  in  length,  formed  of 
four  rows  of  coco-nut  trees,  which  ended  in  another  lane 
between  plantations  of  great  regularity,  furrounded  by 
(haddocks  and  other  trees.  It  led  through  a cultivated  val- 
ley to  a fpot  where  fevcral  paths  eroded  each  other  or  met 
in  one.  Here  we  faw  a fine  lawn  covered  with  a delicate 
green  turf,  and  furrounded  by  large  fliady  trees  on  all  fidcs. 
In  one  corner  of  it  there  was  a houfe,  which  was  empty 
at  prefent,  its  inhabitants  being  probably  by  the  water’s 
fide.  Mr.  Hodges  fat  down  to  draw  this  delightful  fpot. 
We  breathed  the  mod  delicious  air  in  the  world,  fraught 
with  odours  which  might  have  revived  a dying  man ; the 
fea  breeze  played  with  our  hair  and  gently  cooled  us  •,  a 
number. of  -fmall  birds  twittered  on  all  fides,  and  many 
amorous  doves  cooed  harmonioufly  in  the  deepeft  (hade  of 
Vol.  I.  L 1 1 the 
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the  tree  under  which  we  were  featcd.  The  tree  was  re- 
markable for  its  roots,  which  came  out  of  the  flcm  near 
eight  feet  above  the  ground,  and  for  its  pods  of  more  than 
a yard  long,  and  two  or  three  inches  broad.  This  fecluded 
fpot,  fo  rich  in  the  bed  productions  of  nature,  where  we 
fat  folitary  with  no  other  human  being  befides  our  two 
natives,  druck  us  with  the  idea  of  enchanted  ground,  which 
being  the  creation  of  our  own  gay  fancy,  is  commonly 
adorned  with  all  poflible  beauties  at  once.  In  fa£t,  there 
could  not  have  been  a more  dcfirable  fpot  for  a little  place 
of  retirement,  according  to  the  elegant  imagination  of 
Horace,  if  it  had  only  been  fupplied  with  a crydal  foun- 
tain or  a little  murmuring  rill ! But  water  is  unfortunately 
the  only  blefling  denied  this  charming  little  ifland.  To  the 
left  of  this  fpot  we  difeovered  a fhady  walk,  that  brought 
us  to  another  grally  lawn,  at  the  bottom  of  which  we  per- 
ceived a little  mount  with  two  huts  upon  it.  A number 
of  reeds  ftuck  into  the  ground,  at  the  didance  of  one  foot 
a funder,  encompaflcd  this  riGng,  and  feveral  cafuarinas, 
with  their  flender  branches  and  thread-like  leaves,  were 
planted  before  it.  The  natives,  whom  we  had  engaged  to 
accompany  us,  would  not  approach  this  mount;  but  we 
advanced  and  looked  into  the  huts,  though  with  great  dif- 
ficulty, bccaufe  the  bottom  of  the  roof  was  not  above  a 
fpan  from  the  ground.  We  found  a corfe  in  one  of  thefe 
huts,  which  had  been  lately  depofited ; but  the  other  was 
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empty.  Thus  the  cafuarina  or  club-wood  (toaj,  here,  as 
in  the  Society  Iflands,  pointed  out  the  repofitories  of  the 
dead.  Its  dull  brownifli- green  colour,  and  its  long  fpread- 
ing  branches,  where  the  leaves  are  thinly  fcattcrcd  and  hang 
weeping  down,  certainly  become  thefe  melancholy  places 
to  the  full  as  well  as  the  funereal  cyprefs.  It  is  therefore 
probable  that  the  fame  train  of  ideas,  which  confecratcd 
the  latter  in  one  part  of  the  world  - to  Hiade  the  tombs, 
might  fix  upon  the  former  in  thefe  regions  for  a fimilar 
purpofe.  The  mount  on  which  the  huts  were  placed  was 
formed  of  fraall  pieces  of  coral  rock,  like  gravel,  accumu- 
lated without  any  particular  order.  From  thence  we  pro- 
ceeded a little  farther,  and  dill  found  the  fame  elegant 
plantations  and  the  fame  kind  of  houfes  in  the  middle  as 
before.  Our  natives  conducted  us  through  one  of  them, 
where  they  entreated  us  to  fit  down,  and  procured  fome 
coco  nuts,  which  proved  extremely  rcfrelhing.  At  our  re- 
turn we  found  our  boats  juft  ready  to  put  off,  and  em- 
barked with  them  immediately.  We  had  only  fecn  a few  of 
the  natives  on  our  walk,  who  pallid  unconcernedly  by  us 
towards  the  place  where  the  captains  traded  ; and  1 believe 
wc  Ihould  have  been  entirely  lefc  to  ourfelves  if  we  had 
not  engaged  two  of -them  to  become  our  conductors.  The 
difeharge  of  our  guns,  and  their  effetft,  neither  excited  their 
admiration  nor  their  fear ; but  they  always  appeared  kind 
and  courteous  towards  us.  Their  women  were,  in  general, 
Lila  referved, 
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refcrved,  and  turned  with  difguft  from  the  immodeft  be- 
haviour of  ungovernable  fcamen,  fome  of  them  however 
appeared  to  be  of  eafy  virtue,  and  beckoned  to  our  people 
with  lafcivious  geftures.” 

The  next  morning  early  the  captain  went  on  fliore  with 
us,  and  prefented  the  chief  with  a variety  of  garden  feeds,, 
explaining  by  figns  how  ufeful  they  would  prove  to  him. 
This  was  as  yet  our  only  mode  of  converfation,  though  we 
had  picked  up  a number  of  words,  which,  by  the  help  of 
the  principles  of  univerfal  grammar,  and  the  idea  of  dia- 
lers, we  eafily  perceived  had  a great  affinity  with  the  lan- 

\ 

guage  fpoken  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Ifles.  O-Mai  and 
Mahine  (or  O-Hedcedce,)  the  two  natives  of  Raietca  and 
Borabora  who  embarked  with  us,  at  firft  declared  that  the 
language  was  totally  new  and  unintelligible  to  them? 
however,  when  we  explained  to  them  the  affinity  of  fcveral 
words,  they  prcfently  caught  the  peculiar  modification  of 
this  dialed,  and  converfed  much  better  with  the  natives 
than  we  could  have  done  after  a long  intcrcourfe  with 
them.  They  were  extremely  well  pleafed  with  this  coun- 
try, but  foon  perceived  its  defers,  and  told  us  there  was 
but  fcanty  provifion  of  bread-fruit,  few  hogs  and  fowls,  and 
no  dogs,  which  was  really  the  cafe.  In  return,  however, 
they  liked  the  abundance  of  fugar-canes  and  of  intoxicat- 
ing pepper,  of  which  the  drink  had  been  offered  to  cap- 
tain Cook. 
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As  foon  as  the  captains  had  delivered  their  prefent,  they 
returned  to  the  Ships,  and  the  chief  came  on  board  with  us. 
Our  anchor  was  weighed,  our  fails  were  fpread  to  the  wind, 
and  we  forfook  this  happy  ifland  when  we  had  lcarce  dis- 
covered its  beauties.  The  chief,  after  felling  a number  of 
fishhooks  for  nails  and  beads,  hailed  one  of  the  canoes 
which  were  palling  by,  and  left  us  with  looks  which  fpoke 
his  friendly,  open  difpolition. 

We  now  failed  along  theweftern  fhore  of  Tafman’s  Ara- 
flerdam  ifland,  which  the  natives  called  Tonga-Tabboo,  and 
found  it  a very  low  flat  land,  compared  with  that  which  we 
had  left.  The  middle  of  this  ifland  is  nearly  in  n0  1 1 ' S, 
latitude,  and  175”  W.  longitude.  Its  higheft  elevation 
above  the  level  of  the  fea,  appeared  to  the  eye  never  to  ex- 
ceed fix  or  feven  yards  perpendicular.  On  the  other  hand, 
its  extent  was  much  more  considerable  than  that  of  Ea- 
oowhe,  and  by  the  help  of  our  fpying-glaflfes,  we  dis- 
covered the  fame  regular  plantations  which  we  had  fo 
much  admired  there,  and  faw  the  Shores  crouded  with  in- 
habitants, who  gazed  at  us,  probably  with  as  much  atten- 
tion as  we  bellowed  upon  them.  When  we  were  about 
half  way  between  both  illands,  or  nearly  three  leagues' 
from  each,  we  were  met  by  feveral  canoes  full  of  men, 
who  attempted  to  come  along-fide,  but  as  we  happened  trv 
be  too  far  to  windward,  they  could  only  fetch  the  Adven- 
venture,  where  they  came  on  board. 
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In  the  afternoon  we  approached  the  northernmoft  end  of 
the  ifland,  and  perceived  fomc  fmall  i(les  connected  by  reefs 
to  the  caftward.  Their  flotation  and  that  of  the  fhoal  to 
the  north-weft,  where  the  fea  broke  with  great  violence, 
convinced  us  that  we  were  now  arrived  at  the  very  place 
where  Tafman  anchored  in  1643,  and  which  he  called  Van 
Diemen's  Road.  Here  we  dropped  an  anchor  upon  a rocky 
bank,  and  were  immediately  furrounded  with  numbers 
of  the  natives,  fomc  in  canoes,  and  feme  fwimming, 
though  wc  lay  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  Ihorc. 
We  found  them  to  be  of  the  fame  nation  which  inhabited 
Ea-06vvhe,  and  their  mercantile  turn  prompted  them  to 
bring  an  immenfe  quantity  of  their  doth,  mats,  nets,  utcnfils, 
arms,  and  ornaments,  which  they  eagerly  exchanged  for 
beads  and  nails.  The  ihips  were  no  fooner  moored,  than 
a prohibition  was  made  againft  purchafing  curiofnics,  and 
the  natives  were  told  to  bring  coco-nuts,  bread-fruit,  yams, 
and  bananas,  as  well  as  hogs  and  fowls,  of  which  we  had 
already  learnt  the  names.  Wc  purchafed  a fmall  quantity 
of  prOvi'fions  the  fame  evening,  to  give  an  example  to  the 
reft  of  the  inhabitants,  who  Were  obliged  to  take  their  mer- 
chandize on  fliore  again.  Tire  good  cffedls  of  this  ftep 
appeared  the  nCxt  morning,  when  the  natives  returned 
from  (hore  at  day-break,  and  had  loaded  their  canoes  with 
vegetables  and  fowls.  Many  of  them  came  on  board  as 
freely  as  if  we  had  been  old  acquaintances,  and  did  not 
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appear  to  have  the  lead  idea  of  didruft.  One  of  them,  a 
well  made  man,  with  a handfomc  open  countenance,  feemed 
to  have  fome  authority  among  them,  like  the  chief  whom 
we  had  fecn  on  Ea-oowhe.  He  defeended  into  the  cabin, 
acquainted  us  that  his  name  was  Attahha,  and  received 
fcveral  prefents,  among  which  he  fat  a high  value  on  iron, 
and  on  red  European  broad  cloth.  After  breakfaft  he  went 
on  fliorc  with  us  in  the  pinnace.  A coral  reef  furrounded 
the  coatl,  at  the  diftance  of  a mulket-lhot,  and  a Tingle 
narrow  pafs  admitted  us  within  it,  where  we  found  the 
water  fo  full  of  rocks  and  fo  fhallow,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  be  carried  out  of  the  boat.  A party  of  the  marines  were 
polled  on  the  beach  in  cafe  of  danger,  to  protect  the  cap- 
tain’s clerk,  who  traded  for  provifions.  The  natives  did  not 
exprefs  either  furprize  or  diflike  at  this  proceeding,  perhaps 
becaufe  they  were  unacquainted  with  its  meaning.  They 
received  us  with  acclamations  of  joy  as  at  Ea-oowhe,  and 
defired  us  to  fit  down  with  them  on  the  rocks  along  Ihore, 
which  confided  of  coral,  and  were  covered  with  fhell  fand. 
We  purchafed  feveral  beautiful  parroquets,  pigeons,  and 
doves,  which  they  brought  to  us  perfectly  tame ; and  our 
young  Borabora-man  Mahine  (or  Hedcedee)  traded  with 
great  cagcrnefs  for  ornaments  made  of  bright  red  feathers, 
which  he  allured  us  had  an  extraordinary  value  at  Taheitce 
and  the  Society  Illands.  Here  they  were  commonly  paded 
to  aprons  ufed  in  their  dances,  and  made  of  the  fibres  of 
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coco  nut,  or  fixed  upon  banana  leaves,  forming  rhomboidal 
frontlets  or  diadems,  &c.  With  a degree  of  extafy  which 
gave  the  greateft  weight  to  his  aflfertion,  he  fliewed  us  that 
a little  piece  of  fcathcrcd-work,  as  broad  as  two  or  three 
fingers,  would  purchafe  the  largeft  hog  in  his  ifland.  Both 
this  youth  and  O-Mai  were  much  pleated  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  iflands,  and  began  to  underfland  their  lan- 
guage tolerably  well. 

We  left  the  beach  after  the  firft  acquaintance  with  the 
natives,  and  afeended  a few  feet  into  a wild  foreft  confining 
of  tali  trees,  intermixed  with  flirubberies.  This  wood  though 
narrow,  being  in  many  places  not  above  one  hundred  yards 
wide,  was  continued  along  the  lliorc  of  Van  Diemen’s  road, 
being  more  or  lefs  open  in  various  parts.  Beyond  it  the 
whole  ifland  was  perfedlly  level.  We  walked  acrofs  a piece 
of  uncultivated  land,  about  five  hundred  yards  wide,  which 
adjoined  to  the  wood.  Part  of  it  appeared  to  have  been 
planted  with  vams,  but  the  reft  was  full  of  grafs,  and  had 
a little  fwamp  in  the  middle,  where  the  purple  water- lien, 
or  foule  fultane,  refided  in  great  numbers.  As  foon  as  we 
left  this,  we  entered  into  a lane  about  fix  feet  wide,  between 
two  fences  of  reed,  which  endofed  extenfive  plantations  on 
each  fide.  Here  we  met  many  of  the  natives,  who  were 
travelling  to  the  beach  with  loads  of  provifions,  and  cour- 
teoufly  bowed  their  heads  as  they  palled  by  us  in  fign  of 
friendlhip,  generally  pronouncing  fome  monofyllable  or 
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other,  which  feemed  to  correfpond  to  the  Taheitian  tayo. 
The  enclofures,  plantations,  and  houfcs  were  exadlly  in  the 
fame  flyle  as  at  Ea-oowhe,  and  the  people  had  never  failed 
to  plant  odoriferous  fhrubs  round  their  dwellings.  The 
mulberry,  of  which  the  bark  is  manufaftured  into  cloth, 
and  the  bread-tree,  were  more  fcarce  than  at  the  Society 
Ifles,  and  the  apple  of  thofc  iflands  was  entirely  unknown, 
but  the  {haddock  well  fupplied  its  place.  The  feafon  of 
fpring,  which  revived  the  face  of  all  nature,  adorning  every 
plant  with  bloffoms,  and  infpiring  with  joyful  fongs  the 
feathered  tribe,  doubtlefs  contributed  in  a great  meafure  to 
make  every  object  plcafing  in  our  eyes.  But  the  induflry 
and  elegance  of  the  natives,  which  they  difplayed  in  plant- 
ing every  piece  of  ground  to  the  greateft  advantage,  as  well 
as  in  the  neatnefs  and  regularity  of  all  their  works,  de- 
manded our  admiration,  whilft  it  gave  us  room  to  fup- 
pofc,  that  they  enjoyed  a confiderable  degree  of  happmefs. 

One  of  the  lanes  between  the  enclofures  led  us  to  a 
little  grove,  which  we  admired  for  its  irregularity.  An 
immenfe  cafuarina  tree  far  out  topped  die  reft,  and  its 
branches  were  loaded  with  a vaft  number  of  blackifh 
creatures,  which  we  took  for  crows  at  a ditlancc,  but  which 
proved  to  be  bats  when  we  came  nearer.  They  clung  to 
the  twigs,  by  the  hooked  claws,  which  are  at  the  extremity 
of  their  webbed  fingers  and  toes  ; fometimes  they  hung  with 
the  head  downwards,  and  fometimes  the  reverfe.  We  (hot 
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at  them,  and  brought  down  fix  or  eight  at  once,  bcGde* 
wounding  fevcral  others  which  held  fail  on  the  tree.  They 
were  of  the  kind  which  is  commonly  called  the  vampyre  *, 
and  meafured  from  three  to  four  feet  between  the  expanded 
wings.  A great  number  of  them  were  difturbed  at  our 
firing,  and  flew  from  the  tree  very  heavily,  uttering  a 
flirill  piping  note  ; fome  likewife  arrived  from  remote  parts 
at  intervals  to  the  tree,  but  the  greateft-number  remained  in 
their  pofition,  and  probably  go  out  to  feed  only  by  night. 
As  they  live  chiefly  upon  fruit,  it  is  likely  that  they  com- 
mit great  depredations  in  the  orchards  of  the  natives,  fome 
of  whom  being  prefent  when  we  fired,  feemed  very  well 
plcafed  with  the  death  of  their  enemies.  We  had  feen 
fome  of  them  who  had  caught  thefe  bats  alive,  and  placed 
them  in  a cage  of  wickerwork  very  ingenioufly  contrived, 
with  an  entrance  like  that  of  a fifli-bafket,  where  the  ani- 
mal could  eafily  be  pur  in,  but  could  not  come  out  again. 
They  likewife  allured  us  the  bats  were  very  mordacious,  for 
which  purpofe  they  feemed  indeed  to  be  well  provided  with 
large  (harp  teeth. 

We  had  already  obferved  at  Taheitee,  at  the  Society 
Iflands,  and  even  at  Ea-oowhc,  that  wherever  we  met  with 
a cafuarina,  a burying-place  was  at  hand.  Therefore,  at 
fight  of  this  venerable  tree,  which  was  hung  with  ill- 
omened  creatures,  we  immediately  conjectured  that  it  would 

* La  Rougette,  of  M.  dc  Button.  Vampyrus  of  Linnl,  and  Pennant. 
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lead  us  to  a cemetery  or  place  of  worfhip,  and  the  event 
(hewed  that  we  were  not  miftaken.  We  found  a beautiful 
green  lawn,  cnclofed  on  all  fides  by  fhady  bulhes  and  trees, 
amongft  which  cafuarinas,  pandangs,  and  wild  fago- 
palms  appeared  with  their  various  tints  of  green.  A row 
of  Barringtonias,  as  big  as  the  loftiefl.  oaks,  formed  one  fide 
of  it,  and  ftrewed  it  with  their  large  blufliing  flowers.  At 
the  upper  end  of  it,  there  was  a rifing  two  or  three  feet 
high,  fet  out  with  coral-ftones  cut  fquare.  The  area  above 
was  covered  with  a green  fod,  like  the  reft  of  the  lawn. 
Two  fteps,  likewife  of  coral  rock,  led  up  to  this  part,  in 
the  midft  of  which  a houfe  was  fituated,  exatftly  like  that 
which  we  faw  at  Ea-oowhe.  Its  length  was  about  twenty, 
the  breadth  fifteen,  and  the  height  of  the  ridge  ten  feet. 
The  roof  defeended  Hoping  nearly  to  the  ground,  and  was 
made  of  banana  leaves.  We  entered  into  this  building 
with  only  one  of  the  natives,  the  reft  keeping  at  fomc 
diftance.  We  found  the  floor  covered  with  broken  pieces 
of  white  coral  rock,  and  in  one  corner  a heap  of  blackilli 
pebbles,  about  eight  feet  long,  which  was  elevated  a foot 
above  the  white  ftones.  The  native  told  us  that  a man  lay 
buried  there,  and  pointing  to  the  place  where  his  little 
finger  had  formerly  been  cut  away,  he  plainly  fignified  that 
when  his  maduas  or  parents  * died,  they  mutilated  their 
hands.  We  found  two  pieces  of  wood  a foot  long,  carved 

• Perhaps  any  relations  in  the  abending  line. 
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into  fome  refemblancc  of  the  human  figure,  like  thofe  which 
are  called  e-itc  at  Taheitee,  but  they  were  treated  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  is  without  the  lead  degree  of  refpea  or 
veneration,  being  frequently  trod  upon  and  kicked  about* 
Tbefc  burying- places,  which  are  called  a-Fayctooea  in  the 
language  of  the  country,  arc  always  delightfully  fituated 
on  green  lawns,  and  furrounded  with  the  fined  groves. 
That  which  1 have  here  deferibed,  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Hodges, 
and  an  exadf  reprefentation  of  it  is  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s 
own  account  of  this  voyage. 

We  continued  our  walkthrough  the  plantations,  and  met 
with  very  few  inhabitants,  they  being  almod  all  gone  to- 
wards the  trading- pi  ace.  Thofe  we  faw  palled  by  us,  or 
continued  their  occupations  without  dopping  on  our  ac- 
count. Neither  curiofity,  nor  didrud  and  jealoufy  excited 
them  to  prohibit  our  farther  progrefs ; on  the  contrary,  they 
always  fpokc  in  a kind  tone  to  us,  which  diffidently  cha- 
rasterized  their  difpofition.  We  looked  into  many  of  the 
houfes  and  found  them  empty,  but  always  laid  out  with 
mats,  and  delightfully  fituated  among  odoriferous  fhrubs. 
Sometimes  they  were  feparated  from  the  plantations  by  a 
little  fence,  through  which  a door,  like  thofc  of  Ea-oowhe, 
gave  admittance,  which  could  be  fhut  on  the  infidc.  In 
that  cafe  only  the  area,  which  this  fence  enclofed  around 
the  hut,  was  planted  with  the  odoriferous  grove,  which  is 
fo  much  in  requed  with  the  natives.  A walk  of  three 
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miles  brought  us  to  the  eaftern  fliorc  of  the  ifland,  where 
it  forms  a deep  angle,  which  Tafman  called  Maria  Bay. 
Where  we  fell  in  with  it,  the  ground  Hoped  imperceptibly 
into  a fandy  beach ; but  as  we  walked  along  towards  the 
north  point,  we  found  it  rofe  perpendicularly,  and  in  fome 
places  it  was  excavated  and  overhanging.  It  confided, 
however,  entirely  of  coral,  which  is  a ftrong  proof  of  fome 
great  change  on  our  globe,  as  this  rock  can  only  be  form- 
ed under  water.  Whether  it  was  left  bare  by  a gradual 
diminution  of  the  fca,  or  perhaps  by  a more  violent  revo- 
lution which  our  earth  may  formerly  have  fullered,  I lhall 
not  venture  to  determine.  So  much,  however,  may  be  af- 
fumed  as  a certainty,  that  if  we  fuppofe  a gradual  diminu- 
tion of  the  fea,  at  the  rate  which  they  pretend  to  have  ob- 
ferved  in  Sweden*,  the  emerfion  of  this  ifland  muft  be  of 
fo  modern  date,  that  it  is  matter  of  afloniQimem  how  it 
came  to  be  covered  with  foil,  herbage,  and  forefts  j fo  well 
Rocked  with  inhabitants,  and  fo  regularly  adorned  as  we 
' really  found  it.  We  picked  up  a quantity  of  {hells  at  the 
foot  of  the  fleep  rock,  where  we  fometimes  waded  in  water 
to  the  knees  upon  a reef,  on  account  of  the  flood  tide 
which  was  advancing.  We  likewife  met  with  feveral  na- 
tives returning  from  the  trading-place,  who  fold  us  a num- 
ber of  fiih-hooks  and  ornaments,  a fifli-net  made  like  our 
calling-nets,  knit  of  very  firm  though  {lender  threads,  fome 

* See  the  Memoirs  of  the  Swcdith  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm. 
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mats  and  pieces  of  cloth.  We  likewife  purchafed  of  them 
an  apron,  confiding  of  many  wheels  or  liars  of  plaited 
coco-nut  fibres,  about  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter,  co- 
hering together  by  the  projecting  points,  and  ornamented 
with  fmall  red  feathers  and  beads  cut  out  of  fiiclls.  Find- 
ing that  the  water  encreafed  too  fall  upon  us,  we  looked 
out  for  an  afeent  to  the  top  of  the  rock,  and  having  with 
fomc  difficulty  found  one,  we  re-entered  the  plantations, 
where  we  obferved  the  weeds  rooted  out  with  great  care 
and  laid  in  heaps  to  dry.  After  a long  walk,  during  which 
we  milled  our  way,  and  engaged  one  of  the  natives  to  be- 
come our  guide,  wc  entered  a long  narrow  lane  between 

two  fences,  which  led  us  dircCily  to  the  Fayeiooca  or  bury- 

♦ 

ing-place  we  had  left  before.  Here  we  found  captains 
Cook  and  l'urncaux,  and  Mr.  Hodges,  with  a great  number 
of  natives,  feated  on  the  fine  lawn.  They  were  in  conver- 
fation  with  an  old  blear-eyed  man,  who  had  a good  deal 
of  weight  among  the  red  of  the  people,  and  was  always 
accompanied  by  a number  of  them  wherever  he  went.  We 
were  told  that  he  had  conduced  our  gentlemen  to  two  fayi- 
laocas,  and  had  pronounced  a folemn  fpeech  Or  prayer,  with 
liis  face  directed  to  the  building,  but  at  times  turning  to 
captain  Cook,  and  addreffing  the  words  to  him,  in  a quef- 
tioning  tone.  In  thefe  moments  he  always  made  a Ihort 
paufe,  as  if  he  expected  an  anfwer,  and  feeing  a nod  enfue, 
proceeded  with  his  fpeech.  Sometimes,  however,  his  me- 
mory 
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mory  fccmed  to  fail,  upon  which  he  was  prompted  by  an-  0c *»«*. 
other  man  who  fat  near  him.  From  this  ceremony,  and  the 
place  where  it  was  performed,  we  conjectured  that  he  was 
a pried.  However,  as  far  as  we  could  fee  into  their  reli- 
gious notions,  it  did  not  appear  that  they  praClifed  any 
kind  of  idolatry ; neither  did  they  feem  to  have  any  parti- 
cular veneration  for  birds  like  the  Taheitians,  but  to  wor- 
fhip  a fii'i'eaie  invifible  Being.  What  may  have  induced 
them,  as  well  as  the  people  of  Tahcitee  and  the  Society  Ides, 
to  unite  their  repofitories  of  the  dead  and  their  places  of 
worfhip  in  one,  remains  in  obfeurity.  The  religious  tenets 
of  a people  are  the  lad  things  which  Grangers  become  ac- 
quainted with,  whofe  knowledge  of  the  language  is  com- 
monly too  imperfeCt.  Bcfidcs  this,  the  dialcCt  of  the  church 
frequently  differs  from  the  common  dialcCV,  and  thus  reli- 
gion is  veiled  in  myfleries,  efpecially  where  there  are  priefls 
to  take  advantage  of  the  credulity  of  mankind. 

From  this  place  we  returned  to  the  fea  fhorc,  where  a 
brilk  trade  for  vegetables,  fowls,  and  hogs  was  carried  on. 

Here  we  bought  a large  flat  fhicld  or  breafl-plate,  of  a 
roundifh  bone,  white  and  polifhed  like  ivory,  about  eigh- 
teen inches  in  diameter,  which  appeared  to  have  belonged 
to  an  animal  of  the  cetaceous  tribe.  We  likevvife  found  a 
new  mufical  inftrument,  confiding  of  eight,  nine,  or  ten 
Render  reeds,  about  nine  inches  long,  joined  to  each  other 
by  fomc  fibres  of  coco-nut  core.  The  length  of  its  reeds 
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fcldom  varied  much,  and  the  long  and  fliort  ones  were 
placed  promifcuoufly  j a nosch  was  formed  at  the  top  of 
each,  and  the  method  of  playing  was  only  to  Aide  the  in- 
ftrument  backwards  and  forwards  along  the  lips.  It  had 
commonly  not  above  four  or  five  different  notes,  and  we 
never  met  with  one  which  included  a whole  oCtave.  Its 
refemblancc  to  the  fyrinx,  or  Pan’s  flute  of  the  civilized 
Greeks,  dignified  it  much  more  than  any  mufic  which  it 
contained.  From  the  method  of  playing  it,  the  lovers  of 
mufic  will  cafily  conceive  that  this  divine  art  is  entirely  in 
its  infancy  among  the  inhabitants.  The  vocal  part,  which 
is  the  fame  as  we  had  already  obferved  it  at  Ea-oowhe,  is 
very  far  from  being  unharmonious,  and  the  women  beat 
time  to  it  by  fnapping  their  fingers  very  cxadlly;  but  its 
whole  extent  is  only  of  four  notes,  and  therefore  cannot 
admit  of  any  variety.  They  had  likewife  a flute  of  a bam* 
boo- reed,  nearly  of  the  thicknefs  of  a German  flute,  which 
they  played  with  the  noftrils,  like  the  Taheitians.  They 
commonly  had  ornamented  it  with  various  little  figures, 
burnt  in,  and  pierced  four  or  five  holes  in  it,  whereas  the 
Taheitian  flute  had  but  three  in  all.  The  method  of  orna- 
menting wood  by  burning  figures  into  it,  was  frequently 
obferved  in  their  bowls  and  various  other  utenfils. 

It  was  near  fun-fet  when  we  returned  on  board  with 
our  collection,  and  found  the  vtflcls  flill  furrounded  by 
many  canoes,  and  the  natives  fwimtning  about  extremely 
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vociferous.  Among  them  were  a confidcrable  number  of 
women,  who  wantoned  in  the  water  like  amphibious  crea- 
tures, and  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  come  on  board,  per- 
feftly  naked,  without  profclling  greater  chaftity  than  the 
common  women. at  Taheitee,  and  the  Society  Kies.  Our 
feamcn  took  advantage  of  their  difpofition,  and  once  more 
offered  to  our  eyes  a fcenc  worthy  of  the  Cyprian  temples, 
A fhirt,  a fmall  piece  of  cloth,  nay  a few  beads,  were  fome- 
times  fufTtcient  temptations,  for  which  fome  of  the  women 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  proftituted  themfclves  without  any  fenfe 
of  fhamc.  This  lubricity  was,  however,  very  far  from 
being  general,  and  we  had  reafon  to  believe  that  not  a 
Angle  married  woman  was  guilty  of  infidelity.  If  we  had 
been  acquainted  with  the  diftin&ion  of  ranks  as  at  Ta- 
heitee, it  is  highly  probable,  that  we  fhould  have  obferved 
•no  other  proflitutes  than  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  lowed 
clafs  of  people.  Still  it  remains  an  unaccountable  Angu- 
larity in  the  character  of  the  nations  of  this  part  of  our 
globe,  that  they  fufTer  any  of  their  unmarried  women  to 
admit  the  promifeuous  embraces  of  a multitude  of  lovers. 
Can  they  imagine,  that  after  giving  fuch  an  unlimited 
courfe  to  the  impulfes  of  nature,  they  will  mak'  better 
wives,  than  the  innocent  and  the  chafie  ? But  it  is  in  vain 
that  we  endeavour  to  find  reafons  f o'-  the  arbitrary  whims  of 
mankind.  Their  opinions  in  refpcfl  of  the  fex  in  particu- 
lar, have  been  infinitely  various  in  all  ages  and  countries. 
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In  fome  parts  of  India,  no  man  of  confequence  ■will  con- 
defccnd  to  marry  a virgin ; in  Europe  fhe  who  has  loft  that 
charafler  is  univcrfally^  rejected.  Turks,  Arabs,  Tartars; 
and  Ruflians  are  jealous  even  of  an  imaginary  chara&erif- 
tic  of  virginity,  which  the  native  of  Malabar  bellows  upon* 
his  Idol. 

None  of  thefe  women  ventured  to  ftay  on  board  after 
fun  fet,  but  returned  to  the  fhore  to  pafs  the  night,  like 
the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  under  the  fhade  of  the 
wild  wood  which  lined  the  coaft.  There  they  lighted  nu- 
merous fires,  and  were  heard  converfing  during  the  greateft’ 
part  of  the  night.  It  feems  their  cagerncft  to  continue  the 
trade  with  us,  would  not  permit  them  to  return  to  their 
dwellings,  which  were  pTobably  fituated  in  the  remoteft  part 
of  the  ifland.  Our  goods  were  in  great  repute  with  them. 
Nails,  which  the  natives  commonly  hung  on  a firing  round 
the  neck,  or  fluck  through  the  ear,  were  very  current  for 
fowls,  and  fmaller  ones  for  bunches  of  bananas,  and  coco- 
nuts. Their  fowls  were  the  largeft  we  had  ever  feen,  and 
extremely  well-tafted.  Their  plumage  was  commonly  very 
glofly,  and  beautifully  coloured  with  red  and  gold.  Our 
failors  bought  numbers  of  them,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  bar- 
barous amufement  of  feeing  them  fight.  From  the  time 
of  our  leaving  Huahine,  they  had  daily  followed  the  cruel 
occupation  of  tormenting  thefe  poor  birds,  by  trimming 
their  wings,  and  incenfing  them  againft  each  other.  They 
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had  fo  well  fucceeded  with  thofe  of  Huahine,  that  fotne  of  0cj^'x, 
them  fought  with  the  mod  defperate  fury  of  true  game- 
cocks j but  they  were  well  difappointed  with  thofe  which 
they  purchafed  at  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  as  they  could  nor 
make  them  fight,  they  were  forced  to  eat  them  in  revenge. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  captain's  friend  Attahha  or  r- 

Attagha  (fee  p.  447.)  came  on  board  in  one  of  the  fird 
canoes,  and  breakfafted  with  us.  He  was  dred  in  mats, 
one  of  which,  on  account  of  the  coolncfs  of  the  morning, 
he  had  drawn  over  his  ffioulders.  He  rcfembled  all  other 
uncivilized  people  in  the  circumdance  that  his  attention 
could  not  be  fixed  to  one  object  for  any  fpace  of  time,  and 
it  was  difficult  to  prevail  on  him  to  fit  dill,  whild  Mr. 

Hodges  drew  his  portrait.  An  excellent  print,  executed  by 
Mr.  Sherwin,  has  been  made  from  his  drawing,  which  cx- 
prefles  the  countenance  of  this  chief,  and  the  mild  charafter 
of  the  whole  nation,  better  than  any  defeription.  It  is  inferred 
in  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage,  and  reprefents 
Attahha  in  the  action  of  thankfgiving,  laying  a nail  on  his 
head,  which  lie  had  received  as  a prefent.  After  breakfad,  the 
captains  and  my  father  prepared  to  return  to  the  ffiore  with 
him ; but  jud  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  cabin,  he  happened 
to  fee  a Taheitian  dog  running  about  the  deck;  at  this  fight 
he  could  not  conceal  his  joy,  but  clapped  his  hands  on  his 
bread,  and  turning  to  the  captain,  repeated  the  word  goerrcc  * 

* Oortt  fignifics  a dog  at  Tahcitee  j and  ghsorte  at  New  Zeeland. 
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neat  twenty  times.  We  were  much  furprifed  to  hear  that 
he  knew  the  name  of  an  animal  which  did  not  exift  in  his 
country,  and  made  him  a prelcnt  of  one  of  each  fex,  with 
which  he  went  on  fhorc  in  an  extafy  of  joy.  That  the 
name  of  dogs  fhould  be  familiar  to  a people,  who  are  not 
po  lie  fled  of  them,  feems  to  prove  either  that  this  knowledge 
has  been  propagated  by  tradition  from  their  anceftors,  who 
migrated  hither  from  other  iflands,  and  from  the  conti- 
nent } or  that  they  have  had  dogs  upon  their  ifland,  of 
which  the  race,  by  fome  accident,  is  become  extindl ; or 
laftly,  that  they  flitl  have  an  intercourfe  with  other  iflands 
where  thefe  animals  exift. 

I remained  on  board  all  this  day,  to  arrange  the  colle&ion 
of  plants  and  birds  which  we  had  made  upon  our  firft  cx- 
curflon,  and  which  was  far  from  defpicable,  confidcring  the 
fmall  fize  of  the  ifland.  The  natives  continued  to  croud 
about  our  veflcls  in  a number  of  canoes,  whilft  many  were 
fwimming  to  and  from  the  fliore,  who  were  probably  not 
rich  enough  to  poffefs  a canoe.  Thefe  embarkations  were 
of  different  conftrudlion.  The  common  fmall  trading-ca- 
noes were  fharp-bottomed,  and  ended  in  a fharp  edge  at 
each  extremity,  which  was  covered  with  a board  or  deck, 
becaufe  their  narrow  form  frequently  expofed  thefe  parts  to 
an  entire  fubmerfion,  which  would  have  filled  them  with 
water  without  this  precaution.  They  commonly  had  a 
flight  out-rigger  or  balancer,  made  of  a few  poles,  to  pre- 
vent 
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vent  their  overfetting.  The  body  of  the  canoe  confided  of  ocilVi*. 
feveral  planks,  of  a hard  brown  wood,  fewed  together  with 
firings  made  of  the  fibrous  coco-nut  core,  and  fo  artfully 
joined  that  they  appeared  to  be  remarkably  tight.  The  Ta- 
heitians  (imply  bore  holes  in  each  plank,  through  which 
they  pafs  their  firings ; but  by  this  means  their  canoes  are 
always  leaky.  At  Tongo-Tabboo  they  dub  the  infide  of 
the  plank  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  leave  a projefting  lift  or 

rim  clofe  to  the  edge,  and  through  this  they  pafs  their 

\ . 

threads.  Along  the  deck  or  narrow  board  at  each  extremi- 
ty are  placed  feven  or  eight  knobs,  which  feem  to  be  an 
imitation  of  the  little  fins,  (pinnula  fpnriaj  on  the  belly  of' 
bonitos,  albecores,  or  mackarcls-;  and  [cannot  but  conjec- 
ture that  the  natives  have  taken  thefe  fwift  fifhes  for  their 
models  in  the  confirmation  of  their  boats.  Though  thefe 
canoes  arc  commonly  fifteen  or  eighteen  feet  long,  yet  they 
are  as  neatly  and  fmooihly  poliflied  as  our  bed  cabinet-- 
woik,  which  muft  appear  the  more  furprifing  when  we 
eonfider  that  the  tools  of  the  natives  are  only  wretched  bits 
of  coral,  and  rafps  made  of  thefkins  of  rays.  Their  paddles 
were  equally  well  polifhed,  of  the  fame  wood  as  the  canoe, 
and  had  (hort  rhomboidal  broad  blades,  like  thofc  of  Ta- 
hcitcc.  The  other  fort  of  canoes  were  conftrudted  for  fail- 
ing, and  perfons  [killed  in  nautical  matters  acknowledge 
that  they  were  admirably  well  adapted  for  this  purpofe. 

We  faw  one  of  them  in  Maria  Bay,  confiding  of  two  joined 
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ocVotti.  together,  of  which  the  planks  were  fewed  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  common  canoe ; but  they  were  covered 
all  over,  and  had  a kind  of  elevated  liage  or  platform,  like 
the  Taheitian  war-canoes  *.  Some  of  them  may  carry  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men;  and  their  fails,  which  are  latine, 
are  made  of  ftrong  mats,  in  which  the  rude  figure  of  a tor- 
toife  or  a cock,  8cc.  is  fometimes  reprefented  f.  As  a far- 
ther detail  would  be  tedious  to  molt  readers,  and  inflrudfivc 
only  to  mariners,  I omit  it  in  this  place,  and  refer  thofe 
who  wilh  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  fubjeft  to  the 
accurate  figures  with  which  Mr.  Hodge6  has  ornamented 
captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage.  I fliall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  it  appears  probable  from  the  good  conltruftion 
of  the  failing-boats,  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
are  more  experienced  mariners  than  thofe  of  Tahcitee  and 
the  Society  Ifles. 

Among  the  great  numbers  of  people  who  furrounded 
our  (hips,  we  obferved  feveral  whofe  hair  feemed  to  be  burnt 
at  the  ends,  and  were  ftrewed  with  a white  powder.  Upon 
examination  we  found  that  this  powder  was  nothing  elfe 
than  lime,  made  of  (hells  or  coral,  which  had  corroded  or 
burnt  the  hair.  The  tafte  of  powdering  was  at  its  height 

• See  Hawlcefarortb,  vol.  II.  p.  22 1. 

+ The  figure  of  a canoe  in  Schoutcn’s  voyage,  gives  a very  good  idea  of  one 
of  the  failing~boat«  of  Tonga -Tabboo.  See  Dalrymplc’s  Collection,  vol.  II. 
t»g»  >7.  *8. 
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in  this  ifland.  We  obferved  a man  who  had  employed  a 
blue  powder,  and  many  perfons  of  both  fexes  who  wore  an 
orange  powder,  made  of  turmerick.  St.  Jcrom,  who 
preached  againft  the  vanities  of  the  age,  very  ferioufly  re- 
prehends a fimilar  cuflom  in  the  Roman  ladies : “ Ne  irrn - 
fit  crines,et  anticipct Jibi  ignes  Gehenna!"  Thus,  by  an  admir- 
able fimilarity  of  follies,  the  modes  of  the  former  inhabi- 
tants of  Europe  are  in  full  force  among  the  modern  anti- 
podes ; and  our  infipid  beaux,  whofe  only  pride  is  the  in- 
vention of  a new  falhion,  are  forced  to  fhare  that  flender 
honour  with  the  uncivilized  natives  of  an  ifle  in  the  South 
Seas. 

My  father  did  not  return  from  his  cxcurfion  till  the  even- 
ing, having  proceeded  a confiderable  way  towards  the  fouth 
end  of  the  ifland.  At  noon  a fmart  fhower  had  obliged 
him  to  retire  into  a plantation  and  to  take  fhelter  in  a houfe. 
Fortunately  for  him  the  owner  of  this  cottage  was  at  home, 
and  immediately  invited  him  to  fit  down  on  the  clean  mats 
which  covered  the  floor,  whilft  he  went  to  provide  fome 
refrefltments.  In  a few  moments  he  brought  feveral  coco- 
nuts, and  having  opened  his  oven  under  ground,  took  out 
fome  bananas  and  fiflies,  wrapped  in  leaves,  which  were 
perfectly  well  done  and  delicious  to  the  tafte.  The  man- 
ner of  cooking  provifions  is  therefore  exactly  the  fame  as  at 
Taheitec  ; nor  are  the  natives  lefs  inclinable  to  afts  of  hof- 
pitality  and  benevolence,  though  thefe  virtues  were  not  fo 
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0,3?;,  frequently  exercifed  towards  us,  becaufe  we  commonly 
found  the  country  quite  dcferted,  the  inhabitants  being 
drawn  together  towards  our  trading-place.  The  hofpitablc 
man  was  rewarded  with  nails  and  beads,  with  which 
he  performed  the  fagafttai,  by  laying  them  on  his  head,  and 
accompanied  my  father  back  to  the  beach,  carefully  car- 
rying a number  of  fpears  and  clubs  for  him,  which  he 
had  purchafed  on  the  road. 

WcdneH.  t.  The  harmlefs  difpofition  of  thcle  good  people  could  not 
fecure  them  againd  thofe  misfortunes,  which  are  too  often 
attendant  upon  all  voyages  of  difeovery.  Our  goods  tempted 
them  at  lead  as  much  as  they  had  tempted  the  Taheitians, 
and  they  were  confequently  equally  difpofed  to  pilfer.  The 
captains  had  not  been  long  on  fhore  the  next  day,  when 
one  of  the  natives  took  an  opportunity  of  .dealing  a jacket 
out  of  our  boat.  In  a few  moments  no  lefs  than  feven 
fliot  were  fired,  without  the  captain’s  orders,  though  in  his 
prefcncc,  at  the  thief,  who  fird  dived  in  the  water,  and  at 
lad  ran  into  the  croud,  by  which  means  feveral  innocent 
people  were  wounded.  Notwithdanding  this  feverity,  the 
good-nature  of  the  people  was  fuch,  that  they  did  not  for- 
fake  the  trading- place,  or  take  umbrage  at  our  proceeding, 
but  heard  with  unconcern  the  balls  whidling  about  their 
ears.  A few  hours  afterwards,  one  of  them  was  equally 
nimble  on  board  our  lhip,  and  luckily  Hipping  into  the 
madcr’s  cabin  dole  from  thence  feveral  mathematical  books, 
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a fword,  a ruler,  and  a number  of  trifles  of  which  he  could  0ctoVl«. 
never  make  the  lcaft  ufe.  He  was  feen  making  his  cfcape 
in  a canoe,  and  a boat  being  difpatched  after  him,  he 
threw  all  the  flolen  effcifts  overboard.  Thefe  were  picked 
up  by  another  of  our  boats,  whilft  the  firft  continued  in  the 
purfuit  of  the  thief.  Our  men  fired  a mulket  into  the 
ftern  of  his  canoe,  upon  which  he  and  fome  others  with 
him  jumped  into  the  fea.  The  thief  was  ftill  hunted  with 
incredible  cagernefs,  but  difplayed  a molt  wonderful  agility, 
diving  feveral  times  under  the  boat,  and  once  unfliipping 
the  rudder.  At  latl  one  of  our  people  darted  the  boat-hook 
at  him,  and  catching  him  under  the  ribs,  dragged  him  into 
the  boat  ; but  he  watched  his  opportunity,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  his  lofs  of  blodd,  leaped  into  the  fea  again,  and 
efcaped  to  fome  canoes,  which  came  from  the  fhore  to  his 
afliftance.  It  is  remarkable  that  even  fuch  a difpofition  for 
cruelty,  as  had  been  difplayed  in  the  purfuit  of  this  poor 
wretch,  did  not  deprive  us  of  the  confidence  and  afFedtion 
of  his  country  men.  The  captains  brought  Attagha  and 
another  chief  on  board  with  them  to  dinner,  and  the  trade 
was  carried  on  as  quietly  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  The 
chief  who  came  with  Attagha  appeared  to  be  of  a fuperior 
rank,  becaufe  the  latter,  who  ufed  to  fit  at  table  with  us  on 
former  occafions,  now  retreated  a few  fleps,  fat  down  on  the 
floor,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  eat  in  his  fight. 

He  was  a blear-eyed,  elderly  man,  and  having  a great  in- 
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fluence  on  the  people  in  the  canoes,  was  called  the  admiral 
by  our  fea-men.  His  drcfs  did  not  in  the  lead  indicate  his 
fupcrior  dignity,  probably  becaufe  thcfe  inlanders  are  little 
acquainted  with  the  refinements  of  luxury,  though  on  th^: 
other  hand  they  feem  to  behave  with  great  fubmiflion  to 
their  men  of  rank,  dire&ly  contrary  to  what  we  had  obfervcd 
at  the  Society  Hies.  The  refpcdl:  which  Attagha  paid  to 
the  other  chief,  was  however  trifling  in  comparifon  of  that 
which  we  heard  of  on  fhorc  after  dinner.  Here  we  found 
a well-looking  middle-aged  man,  fitting  on  the  ground  at 
the  trading  place,  and  all  the  croud  forming  a circle  about 
him.  Some  of  our  fportfmcn  acquainted  us,  that  they  had 
met  with  him  near  Maria  Bay,  where  the  other  natives 
palling  by  had  proftrated  thcmfelvcs  on  the  ground  before 
him,  killed  his  feet,  and  put  them  on  their  necks.  Upon 
enquiry,  they  had  been  repeatedly  told,  that  he  was  the 
chief  of  the  whole  ifland,  in  the  fame  manner  as  Cookee 
(captain  Cook)  was  chief  of  our  fhips,  and  that  they  called 
him  Ko-Iiaghce-too  Fallango  *.  Whether  this  was  his 
name  or  his  title  I cannot  determine,  as  we  never  heard  it 
mentioned  again  by  the  natives  ; kbut  they  all  agreed  in  tell- 
ing us,  that  he  was  their  f Arecghec  or  king.  They  added 
that  his  name  was  Latoo-Nipooroo,  of  which  we  concluded 

* K>  is  the  article  in  thcfe  Hands  and  at  New  Zeeland,  which  anfwers  to 
the  Taheitian  O or  £. 

f The  fame  word  in  the  Tahcitee  diateft  is  pronounced  Artt . 
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that  the  former  part  (Latoo)  was  a title,  it  being  fame  which 
Schouten  and  Le  Maire,  the  Dutch  navigators  in  the  year 
1616,  found  at  the  Cocos,  Traytors,  and  Horne  iflands, 
which  are  fuuated  in  this  neighbourhood,  only  a few  de- 
grees to  the  northward  *.  We  were  confirmed  in  this 
opinion  by  the  great  corrcfpondence  of  the  vocabularies, 
which  thefc  intelligent  feamen  have  left  us,  with  the  lan- 
guage which  was  fpoken  at  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  (till  more 
fo  by  the  entire  fimilarity  in  the  behaviour  and  cuftoms  of 
thcfe  iilandcrs.  The  captains  walked  up  to  the  Latoo, 
and  made  him  a number  of  prefents,  which  he  received 
with  fo  much  gravity  and  feeming  indifference,  as  bor- 
dered upon  ftupidity.  Amongft  other  things  they  put  a 
lhirt  on  him,  with  a great  deal  of  trouble,  bccaufe  his 
behaviour  was  moll  aukwardly  paflive.  He  did  not  return 
any  thanks  for  the  prefents  which  he  received,  till  an  old 
woman  fitting  behind  him,  had  repeatedly  excited  him  to 
exprefs  his  gratitude.  Upon  this  he  held  each  feparate 
article  over  his  head,  and  pronounced  the  word  fagafdai, 
like  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjetffs.  The  prieft,  who  had  led 
our  captains  to  the  places  of  worfliip,  on  the  firft  day  after 
our  arrival,  was  feated  in  the  fame  circle,  and  drank  vaft 
quantities  of  the  intoxicating  pepper-water  f,  which  was 

• See  Dairy  mple's  Hiftorical  Col  left  ion  of  Voyages  and  Difcovcrics  in  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean,  2 vols.  quarto,  1771.  London.  Vol.  II.  p.  27*  28,  &c. 

f Called  atua  at  Taheitcc,  and  katva  at  Tor.  ga- Tab  boo,  and  Horne  IOand. 
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fervcd  in  little  fquare  cups  made  of  banana-leaves  curioufljr 
folded.  At  his  defire,  we  were  very  politely  prefented  with 
this  dainty  beverage,  and  in  pure  civility  tailed  of  it.  It 
had  a naufeous  infipid  tafte,  which  was  afterwards  followed 
by  a flrong  pungency,  and  its  colour  was  fomewhat  milky. 
The  holy  man  took  fuch  large  and  frequent  draughts  of 
this  fluff  every  evening,  as  to  become  perfectly  intoxicated. 
No  wonder  then  that  his  memory  failed  him,  when  he  was 
at  prayer  ^fee  p.  43:4.)  that  his  whole  habit  of  body  was 
lean  and  fcabby,  his  face  wrinkled,  and  his  eyes  red,  and 
“ purging  thick  amber  He  had  great  authority  among 
all  the  people,  and  a number  of  fervants  attended  to  fupply 
him  with  replcniflied  cups.  The  prefents  which  he  re- 
ceived from  us,  he  retained  in  his  own  cuftody,  whereas 
Attagha  and  feveral  other  chiefs,  gave  up  to  their  fuperiors 
whatever  the  captains  had  prefented  to  them.  The  prieft: 
had  a daughter,  who  received  many  prefents  from  our  peo- 
ple. She  was  extremely  well  featured,  and  fairer  than  mod 
of  the  women  of  this  country,  who  feemed  to  pay  her  fome 
degree  of  deference.  A fairer  complexion,  and  fofter  features 
than  thofc  of  the  common  people,  arc  the  natural  effedls  of 
an  eafy  inactive  life,  unexpofed  to  the  blaze  of  a tropical  fun, 
and  pampered  with  a profufion  of  the  bell  productions  of  the 
country.  Mull  we  not  conclude  therefore  that  the  beginnings 
of  luxury  will  be  introduced  even  here  under  the  cloak  of 
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religion,  and  that  another  nation  will  be  added  to  the  many 
dupes  of  voluptuous  pricft  craft?  So  fraall  a fpark  as  the 
cunning  of  a Angle  man  may  in  time  kindle  a dreadful 
and  irreCftible  fire ! The  obedience  and  fubmiflion  with 
which  thefe  people  revere  their  chiefs,  are  evident  proofs 
that  their  government,  though  perhaps  not  perfectly  def- 
potic,  is  yet  far  from  being  democratical ; and  this  kind  of 
political  conftitution  feems  likely  to  facilitate  the  introduc- 
tion of  luxury.  This  feems  to  hold  good  likewife  in  regard 
to  many  iflands  in  the  weftern  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
fince  the  faithful  deferiptions  of  Schouten,  Le  Maire,  and 
Tafman,  who  vifited  them,  correfpond  in  every  material 
particular  with  our  own  obfervations.  The  general  difpo- 
fition  for  trading,  and  the  kind  and  friendly  reception 
which  ftrangers  have  almoft  conftantly  met  with  in  every 
Hland  belonging  to  this  group,  prevailed  upon  us  to  give 
thefe  difeoveries  of  Schouten  and  Tafman  the  name  of  the 
Friendly  Islands.  Schouten’s  boats  were  indeed  attack- 
ed at  Cocos,  Traitors,  Hope,  and  Horne  Iflands  ; but  thefe 
atttacks  were  inconfiderable,  though  feverely  punifhed  on 
the  part  of  the  Dutch  navigator,  who,  after  the  firll  diftur- 
bance  at  Horne  Ifland,  lay  there  nine  days  in  perfetR  good 
underflanding  with,  the  natives.  Tafman,  who  twenty- 
feven  years  afterwards  faw  fcveral  iflands  near  fix  degrees 
to  the  fouthward  of  thofe  which  Schouten  had  vifited,  was 
received  with  every  demonftration  of  peace  and  fricndfhip;. 
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though  he  was  the  firft  European  that  difcovercd  them. 
Whether  this  behaviour  was  only  a confcqucncc  of  the  in- 
telligence which  the  natives  of  Tonga-Tabboo  and  Ana- 
mocka,  (Anfterdam  and  Rotterdam  Iflands,)  might  have  re- 
ceived from  thofe  of  Cocos,  Hope,  and  Horne  Iflands,  con- 
cerning the  fuperior  ftrength  of  the  ftrangers  and  the  ha- 
vock  which  they  had  made  j or  whether  it  was  the  natural 
effect  of  their  peaceable  difpofttion,  I cannot  venture  to  de- 
termine, though  I am  inclined  to  adopt  the  former  opinion. 
Captain  Wallis  probably  faw  Cocos  and  Traitors  Iflands  in 
1767,  which  he  called  Bofcawen’s  and  Keppel’s  Ifles  ; but 
his  people  did  the  natives  no  hurt,  except  frightening  them 
with  the  difeharge  of  a Angle  mulket.  M.  de  Bougainville 
faw  fome  of  the  north-eaftermoft  ifles  belonging  to  this 
group,  of  which  the  inhabitants  had  the  fame  general  cha- 
racter. He  called  his  difeovery  the  Jrchipel  ties  Navigateurs,  juft- 
ly  enough,  as  many  (hips  have  fallen  in  with  it.  Since 
Tafman’s  time,  no  other  navigator  has  had  any  intercourfe 
with  the  ifle  of  Amflerdam,  which  he  difeovered,  previous 
to  our  arrival.  During  a fpace,  therefore,  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years,  they  have  not  materially  changed  their 
manners,  dreflcs,  way  of  living,  difpofttion,  &c.  &c.  Our 
ignorance  of  their  language  prevented  our  obtaining  pofi- 
tive  proof  that  they  ftill  preferved,  by  tradition,  the  memory 
of  former  vifitors  j but  they  pofleiTed  fome  nails,  which 
muft  have  been  brought  to  the  ifland  in  Tafman’s  time. 

We 


""  Digitized  by-Goo^Ti 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


Wc  purchafed  one  of  thefe  nails,  which  was  very  fmall  and 
almoR  confumed  with  ruft,  but  had  been  carefully  preferv- 
ed  by  being  fixed  on  a wooden  handle,  probably  to  ferve 
the  purpefes  of  a googe  or  borer,  and  is  now  depofited  in 
the  Britifli  Mufeum.  We  likewife  bought  fome  fmall 
earthen  pots,  perfectly  black  with  foot  on  the  outfide,  and 
fufpeffed  them  to  be  memorials  of  Tafman’s  voyage  ; but 
afterwards  wc  rather  believed  that  they  were  manufactured 
by  the  natives  thcmfelves.  The  accounts  of  Schouten,  Taf- 
man,  and  M.  dc  Bougainville  agree  with  ours,  in  refpcCl  of 
the  agility  with  which  the  natives  committed  petty  thefts; 
Tafman  and  captain  Wallis  have  likewife  obferved  their 
cuftom  of  cutting  off  the  little  finger;  and  according  to 
Schouten’s  and  Le  Maire’s  circumftantial  narratives,  the 
natives  of  Horne  Ifiand  were  as  fubmiflive  to  their  king  as 
thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo.  The  experience  of  the  fuperior 
power  of  the  ftrangers,  made  them  refpeCiful  even  to  fervi- 
lity  towards  the  Dutch ; their  king  proftrated  himfelf  be- 
fore a Dutch  purfer,  and  their  chiefs  placed  their  necks  un- 
der his  foot  *.  Thefe  excefiive  marks  of  fubmifiion  feem 
to  border  upon  meannefs-  and  cowardice  j but  vs  never  had 
reafon  to  fuppofe  them  tinClurcd  with  thefe  vices.  Their 
behaviour  towards  us  was  commonly  accompanied  with 
that  freedom  and  boldnefs  which  the  reffitude  of  intentions 

* See  Mr.  Dalrympte’s  Hiftorical  Collection  of  Voyages  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
vol.  II.  p.  41. 
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infpires ; and  though  really  polite,  was  never  unbecoming. 

Here,  however,  as  in  all  other  focieties  of  men,  we  found 
exceptions  to  the  general  character,  and  had  reafon  to  la- 
ment the  behaviour  of  vicious  individuals.  Dr.  Sparrman 
and  myfelf  having  left  the  beach  where  the  Latoo  attracted 
the  attention  of  all  our  people,  entered  the  wood  in  purfuit 
of  farther  difeoveries  in  our  branch  of  fcience.  The  firft 
difeharge  of  my  fowling-piece  at  a bird  brought  three  na- 
tives towards  us,  with  whom  we  entered  into  converfation, 
as  far  as  our  fuperficial  knowledge  of  their  tongue  would 
permit.  Soon  after,  Dr.  Sparrman  ftepped  afide  into  a 
thicket  in  fearch  of  a bayonet,  which  he  had  loft  from  the 
end  of  his  mulket.  One  of  the  natives,  finding  the  tempt- 
ation of  the  moment  irrcfiftible,  grafped  my  fowling-piece, 
and  ftrugglcd  to  wreft  it  from  me.  I called  to  my  compa- 
nion, and  the  two  other  natives  ran  away,  unwilling  to  be- 
come accomplices  in  this  attack.  In  the  ftruggle  our  feet  • 

were  entangled  in  a bufh,  and  we  both  fell  together!  but 
the  native,  feeing  he  could  not  gain  his  point,  and  perhaps 
dreading  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Sparrman,  got  up  before  me, 
and  took  that  opportunity  of  running  off.  My  friend 
joined  me  immediately  ; and  we  concluded,  that  if  there 
was  fomething  treacherous  or  vicious  in  the  behaviour  of 
this  fellow,  our  reparation  was  alfo  imprudent,  bccaufe  it 
had  furnifhed  him  with  an  opportunity  to  exercife  his  ta- 
lents. We  continued  ftrolling  about  for  fome  time,  without 

any 
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any  finifter  accident,  and  returned  to  the  trading-place  on 
the  beach,  where  we  found  almoft  all  the  people  whom  we 
had  left.  Many  of  them  were  now  feated  in  different  little 
groups,  which  appeared  to  be  fo  many  feparate  families, 
and  confided  of  perfons  of  various  ages  and  fexes.  They 
were  all  in  convcrfation,  of  which  no  doubt  the  arrival  of 
our  fhips  furnilhed  the  topics ; and  many  of  their  women 
amufed  themfelves  either  with  finging  or  playing  at  ball. 
There  was  a young  girl  in  particular,  whofe  features  were 
more  regular  than  common,  her  eyes  fparkling  with  viva- 
city, her  whole  frame  admirably  proportioned,  and,  what 
was  mod  remarkable  here,  her  long  jetty  hair  hanging 
down  in  graceful  curls  on  her  neck.  This  girl,  lively  and 
cafy  in  all  her  aftions,  played  with  five  gourds,  of  the  fizc 
of  fmall  apples,  perfectly  globular  ; flic  threw  them  up  in- 
to the  air  one  after  another  continually,  and  never  failed  to 
catch  them  all  with  great  dexterity,  at  leall  for  a quarter  of 
an  hour.  The  mufical  ladies  again  performed  the  fame 
tune  which  we  had  already  heard  at  Ea-oowhe,  the  different 
voices  falling  in  with  each  other  very  harmonioufly,  and 
fometimes  joining  all  together  as  in  chorus.  Though  I 
never  faw  the  natives  of  thefe  ifiands  dance,  yet  we  may  add 
this  amufement  to  the  lid  of  thofe  which  they  arc  acquaint- 
ed with,  from  their  own  accounts  and  gedures  whenever 
they  fold  us  their  aprons  made  of  dars  of  coco-nut  core, 
and  ornamented  with  (hell-work  and  red  feathers,  or  fuch 
Vol.  I.  P p p as 
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as  were  curioufly  wrought  of  mats  in  refemblance  of  fret- 
work. From  thefe  geftures  I have  great  reafon  to  fuppofc 
that  their  dances  are  of  a dramatic  kind,  and  public,  like 
tliofe  which  I have  fpoken  of  in  the  Society  Ifles,  (fee 
fag.  398.)  Schouten  and  Le  Maire  likewife  ftrongly  con- 
firm this  fuppofition  by  their  account  of  the  dances  at  Horne 
Ifland  *.  It  appeared,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  cuftoms 
and  language  of  thefe  iflanders  have  a great  affinity  with 
thofe  of  the  Tahcitians,  and  that  it  would  not  therefore 
be  very  lingular  to  find  a coincidence  even  in  their  amufe- 
ments.  The  greateft  differences  between  thefe  two  tribes, 
who  mull  have  originated  from  the  fame  Hock,  feem  to  be 
owing  to  the  different  nature  of  their  illands.  The  Society 
Ifles  are  well  furnifhed  with  wood,  and  the  tops  of  their 
mountains  are  ftill  covered  with  inexhauftible  forefls.  At 
the  Friendly  Ifles  this  article  is  much  fcarcer,  the  furface 
(at  leaft  of  thofe  which  we  have  feen)  being  almoff  entirely 
laid  out  in  plantations-  The  natural  confequcnce  is,  that 
the  houfes  are  lofty  and  of  immenfe  extent  in  the  firft 
group  of  illands ; but  much  fmaller  and  lefs  convenient  in 
the  lad.  In  one  the  canoes  are  numerous,  I may  almoll 
fay  innumerable,  and  many  of  a vail  lize ; and,  in  the 
other,  very  few  in  number,  and  much  fmaller.  The 
mountains  of  the  Society  Ifles  continually  attract  the  va- 
pours from  the  atmofpherc,  and  many  rivulets  defeend 

• Sec  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol,  II,  p.  47. 
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from  the  broken  rocks  into  the  plain,  where  they  wind 
their  ferpeniine  courfe  and  glide  fmoothly  to  the  fea.  The 
inhabitants  of  thofe  illands  take  advantage  of  this  gift 
of  bountiful  nature,  and  not  only  drink  of  the  falutary 
element,  but  likewife  bathe  fo  frequently  in  it  that  no  im- 
purity can  long  adhere  to  their  Ikin,  It  is  very  different 
with  a people  who  are  abfolutely  denied  this  blcfling,  and 
who  mult  either  content  thcmfelvcs  with  putrid  flagnant 
rain-water  in  a few  dirty  pools,  or  go  entirely  without  it. 
They  are  obliged  to  have  rccourfe  to  expedients  in  order  to 
preferve  a certain  degree  of  cleanlinefs,  which  may  preclude 
various  dillempers.  They  therefore  cut  off  their  hair,  and 
fhavc  or  clip  their  beards,  which  doubtlefs  makes  them 
look  more  unlike  the  Taheitians  than  they  would  otherwife 
do.  Still  thefe  precautions  are  not  fuflicieot,  efpecially  as 
they  have  no  fluid  for  drinking  in  any  quantity.  The  body 
is  therefore  very  fubjeifl  to  leprous  complaints,  which  are 
perhaps  irritated  by  the  ufe  of  the  pepper-root  water  or 
an'3.  Hence  alfo  that  burning  or  bliftering  on  the  cheek- 
bones which  we  obferved  to  be  fo  general  among  this  tribe, 
that  hardly  an  individual  was  free  from  it,  and  which  can 
only  be  ufed  as  a remedy  againft  fome  diforders.  The  foil 
of  the  Society  Iflcs  in  the  plains  and  vallies  is  rich,  and  the 
rivulets  which  interfedt  it,  fupply  abundance  of  moiflure. 
All  forts  of  vegetables  therefore  thrive  with  great  luxuriance 
.upon  it,  and  require  little  attendance  or  cultivation.  This 
P p p z profufion 
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profufion  is  become  the  fource  of  that  great  luxury  among 
the  chiefs  which  we  do  not  meet  with  at  Tonga-Tabboa 
There  the  coral  rock  is  covered  only  with  a thin  bed  of 
mould,  which  fparingly  affords  nourifliment  to  all  forts  of 
trees ; and  the  molt  ufcful  of  all,  the  bread-fruit  tree, 
thrives  imperfectly  on  the  ifland,  as  it  is  deflitute  of  water, 
except  when  a genial  Ihower  happens  to  impregnate  and 
fertilize  the  ground.  The  labour  of  the  natives  is  there- 
fore greater  than  that  of  the  Tahcitians,  and  accounts  for 
the  regularity  of  the  plantations,  and  the  accurate  divifion 
of  property.  It  is  likewife  to  this  fource  we  muft  aferibe  it; 
that  they  have  always  fet  a higher  value  on  their  provifions 
than  on  their  tools,  drefles,  ornaments,  and  weapons,  though 
many  of  thefe  muft  have  coft  them  infinite  time  and  appli- 
cation. They  very  juftly  conceive  the  articles  of  food  to 
be  their  principal  riches,  of  which  the  lofs  is  abfolutely  not 
to  be  remedied.  If  we  obferved  their  bodies  more  flendcr 
and  their  mufclcs  harder  than  thofc  of  the  Tahcitians,  this 
feems  to  be  the  confequence  of  a greater  and  more  conftant 
exertion  of  ftrength.  Thus,  perhaps,  they  become  induftri- 
ous  by  force  of  habit,  and  when  agriculture  docs  not  occu- 
py them,  they  are  actuated  to  employ  their  vacant  hours  in 
the  fabrick  of  that  variety  of  tools  and  inftruments  on  which 
they  bellow  fo  much  time,  patience,  labour,  and  ingenuity. 
This  indullrious  turn  has  alfo  led  them,  in  the  cultivation 
of  all  their  arts,  to  fo  much  greater  perfection  than  the 
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Taheitians.  By  degrees  they  have  hit  upon  new  inven- 
tions, and  introduced  an  active  fpirit  and  enlivening 
chcarfulnefs  even  into  their  amufements.  Their  happi- 
nefs  of  temper  they  preferve  under  a political  confti- 
tution,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  very  favourable  to 
liberty  ; but  we  need  not  go  fo  far  from  home  to  wonder 
at  fuch  a phatnomenon,  when  one  of  the  molt  enflaved 
people  in  all  Europe,  are  charatdcrifed  as  the  merricll  and 
mod  facetious  of  mankind.  Still  there  may  be  more  fin- 
cerity  in  the  chearfulnefs  of  the  natives  of  Tonga-Tabboo ; 
for,  exclufive  of  great  and  almod  fervile  fubmillion,  their 
king  does  not  feem  to  exatd  any  thing  from  them,  which, 
by  depriving  them  of  the  means  to  fatisfy  the  molt  indif- 
pcnGblc  wants  of  nature,  could  make  them  miferable.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  fo  much  feems  to  be  certain,  that  their 
fyftcms  of  politics  and  religion,  from  their  fimilarity  with 
the  Taheitian,  as  far  as  we  could  judge,  mult  have  had  one 
common  origin,  perhaps  in  the  mother  country,  from 
whence  both  thefe  colonies  iflued.  Single  diflonant  cuftoms, 
and  opinions  may  have  acceded  to  the  primitive  ideas,  in 
proportion  as  various  accidents,  or  human  caprices  have 
given  rife  to  them.  The  affinity  of  their  languages  i3  dill 
more  decifive.  The  greated  part  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,: 
common  to  both  groups  of  iflands,  the  parts  of  the  body* 
in  ffiort  the  mod  obvious  and  univcrfal  ideas,  were  expreded: 
at  the  Society  and  Friendly  Ides  nearly  by  the  fame  words. 
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We  did  not  find  that  fonoroufnefs  in  the  Tonga-Tabboo 
dialeft,  which  is  prevalent  in  that  of  Taheitee,  becaufe  the 
inhabitants  of  the  former  have  adopted  the  F,  K,  and  S,  fo 
that  their  language  is  more  replete  with  confonants.  This 
harfhnefe  is  compenfated  however  by  the  frequent  ufe  of 
the  liquid  letters,  L,  M,  N ; and  of  the  fofter  vowels  E and  I, 
to  which  we  mull  add  that  kind  of  finging  tone,  which 
they  generally  retain  even  in  common  converfation. 

But  it  is  time  to  return  from  this  digreflion. 

We  did  not  part  from  our  friends  till  fun-fet,  promifing 
to  return  to  them  once  more  the  next  morning.  Ourfhips 
were  well  provided  with  bananas,  yams,  and  coco-nuts ; 
and,  confidcring  the  fmall  fize  of  the  ifland,  as  well  as  our 
lhort  flay,  fixty  or  eighty  hogs,  befides  a vaft  number  of 
large  fowls,  were  a furprifing  acquifition.  During  our  flay 
we  had  fearched  the  country  in  vain  for  water,  and  the 
mailer  had  been  fent  to  the  caftward  to  furvey  Maria  Bay, 
and  the  low  ifles  which  flicker  that  harbour.  The  fituation 
of  thefe  iflands  he  found  very  exattly  reprefented  in  the 
charts  of  the  ever  accurate  Tafman,  and  on  one  of  them 
where  he  landed,  he  faw  an  aftonilhing  number  of  fpcckled 
water-  fnakes,  with  flat  tails,  which  are  harmlefs,  and  dif- 
tinguilhed  in  the  fyftem  of  Linnaeus,  by  the  name  of  colubri 
laticaudati.  In  our  branch  we  had  not  been  unfuccefsful, 
this  little  ifland  having  afforded  us  feveral  new  plants, 
£tnong  which  was  a new  fpecies  of  jefuit’s  bark,  or  cinchona, 
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of  which  the  bitter  bark  may  perhaps  be  equally  efficacious  Qc’”\, 
with  that  of  Peru.  We  alfo  collected  fcveral  birds  unknown 
before,  and  purchafed  fome  live  fpecies,  particularly  of  the 
parrot  and  pigeon  tribe,  of  the  natives,  who  fecm  to  be 
very  expert  fowler9.  But  it  did  not  appear  to  us,  that  the 
pigeons,  which  many  carried  perched  on  crooked  (licks, 
were  marks  of  diftindtion,  though  Schouten  at  Horne  Ifland 
where  the  fame  cufiom  prevails,  is  of  that  opinion  *.  In 
the  laft  boat  which  had  brought  our  people  on  board  in  the 
evening,  the  Latoo  or  king  had  fent  a great  quantity  of 
vegetables,  together  with  a whole  hog  roaRed,  or  drefled 
under  ground,  as  a prefent  to  the  captain.  In  the  morning 
therefore,  we  embarked  early  in  the  pinnace,  and  rowed  to 
the  fhore  to  make  a prefent  in  return.-  We  found  the  Latoo 
fitting  at  a little  diflance  from  the  beach  ; and  captain  Cook 
gave  him  a (hirt,  a faw,  a hatchet,  a brafs  kettle,  and  feveral 
articles  of  lefs  moment,  all  which  he  received  with  fullen 
gravity  ; this  deportment  he  never  varied,  except  once,  when 
he  was  feen  to  fmile  as  he  converfcd  with  Attagha.  Among 
the  croud,  we  obferved  a (ingle  man,  who  differed  from  all 
the  refi,  by  having  fuffered  his  hair  to  grow,  and  having 
twified  it  into  feveral  round  bunches,  which  hung  wildly 
about  his  ears.  This  man,  and  the  young  girl  mentioned 
page  468.  were  the  only  perfons  we  met  with,  who  had: 

* See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Hiftorical  Collc&ion,  vol.  II.  p.  4 6,. 
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not  conformed  to  the  general  cuftom  of  cutting  off  the 
hair. 

After  a Short  converfation  with  the  natives,  of  whom  we 
bought  a variety  of  their  tools,  on  account  of  their  elegant 
carving,  we  returned  on  board  to  breakfaft,  and  imme- 
diately after  weighed  the  anchors  and  fet  fail.  The  pro- 
vilions  lying  in  confufed  heaps  on  the  decks,  prevented 
our  going  into  the  open  fea  immediately.  We  therefore 
kept  (landing  off  and  on,  under  fhelter  of  this  illand,  and 
did  not  take  our  departure  till  towards  evening,  when  we 
Shaped  our  courfe  fouthcrly. 

The  next  morning,  the  -weather  being  nearly  calm,  we 
caught  a (hark,  eight  feet  long,  consequently  bigger  than 
any  we  had  feen  before.  In  the  afternoon  we  faw  the 
little  ifle  which  Tafman  calls  Pylftaerts  Ifland.  This  name 
Tefers  to  the  birds,  which  the  Dutch  navigators  obferved 
there,  and  which  in  all  probability  were  tropic  birds.  Pyl- 
flaert  literally  Signifying  arrow-tail,  alludes  to  the  two  long 
feathers  in  the  tail  of  this  bird,  from  whence  its  French 
name  of  paille-en-queue  is  likewife  derived  *.  Its  latitude  is 
22°  26'  S.  and  its  longitude  1 700  59'  W.  A contrary  S. 
W.  wind  which  Sprung  up  towards  evening,  obliged  us  to 
cruize  about  till  the  1 oth  in  the  morning,  when  we  came 

* See  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Collcfiion,  VOl.  II.  p.  75.  where  they  are  called  wild 
ducks, 
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in  fight  of  this  little  iflct  again.  It  is  of  a moderate  height,  0c"?B'L|t 
and  has  two  hummocks,  of  which  the  fouthernmofl  is  the 
highefl.  We  recovered  the  trade-wind  by  degrees,  fo  that 
we  were  out  of  fight  of  this  ifland  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  having  bid  adieu  to  the  tropical  iflands  of 
this  ocean,  directed  our  courfc  a fecond  time  towards  New 
Zeeland.  We  had  now  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  the  four 
months,  after  our  departure  from  thence,  as  to  have  crofTcd 
the  South  Sea  in  the  middle  latitudes,  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  examined  a fpace  of  more  than  forty  degrees  of 
longitude  between  the  tropics,  and  refrefhed  our  people  at 
Taheitee,  the  Society  Iflands,  and  the  Friendly  Iflands  during 
one  and  thirty  days.  The  feafon  for  profccuting  our  dif- 
covcries  in  high  fouthern  latitudes  advanced,  and  the  favage 
rocks  of  New  Zeeland  were  only  to  give  us  fhelter,  whilft 
we  changed  our  fair-weather  rigging,  for  fuch  as  might 
jcGft  the  ftorms  and  rigours  of  more  inhofpitable  climates. 
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Courfe  from  the  Friendly  JJlcs  to  New  Zeeland. — Separation  from  the 
Adventure.— Second  flay  in  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound. 

\\  T E had  no  fooner  left  the  torrid  zone,  than  flocks  of 
~ fca-fowls  attended  us  on  our  courfe,  and  hovered 
lightly  on  the  waves,  which  a favourable  gale  had  raifed. 
On  the  i 2 th  an  albatrofs  appeared,  among  the  reft  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  temperate  zone,  which  never  dare  to* 
crofs  the  tropic,  but  roam  from  thence  even  to  the  polar 
circle ; fo  carefully  has  nature  allotted  to  each  animal  it» 
proper  place  of  abode. ' 

The  weather  continued  fair  till  the  i dth  in  the  mornings 
when  we  had  a fall  of  rain.  Some  of  the  people  who  ex- 
amined  the  pump-well,  found  there  a dog,  which  they 
brought  upon  deck.  This  creature,  which  had  been  pur- 
chafed  at  the  ifland  of  Huahine,  like  many  others  of  the 
fame  fpccics,  had  obftinately  refufed  to  take  any  nourifh- 
ment,  and  in  all  probability  had  lived  ever  Cnee  in  that 
hole  without  the  leaft  fupport  of  food,  for  a fpacc  of 
thirty-nine  or  forty  days.  The  whole  body  was  reduced 
to  a mere  Ikeleton,  the  legs  were  contra&ed,  and  he  voided 
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blood  at  the  anus.  The  torments  in  which  this  poor  ani- 
mal mull  have  lived,  were  a leffon  to  our  people,  to  purchafc 
only  young  puppies  of  this  race  for  the  future,  as  the 
gTown  dogs  conllantly  refufed  to  eat  on  board. 

The  next  night  feveral  blubbers  palled  by  the  fliip, 
which  were  vilible  on  account  of  their  phofphoric  light. 
Their  luminous  quality  was  fo  great,  that  the  bofom  of 
the  fea,  feemed  to  contain  brighter  liars  than  the  a:thcr. 

Sea-weed,  flieer- waters,  and  albatrofles  daily  appeared, 
as  we  advanced  towards  New  Zeeland.  On  the  i yth,  the 
fea  was  luminous,  and  on  the  20th,  the  diving  petrels  ar- 
rived in  docks  about  us,  and  indicated  the  proximity  of 
the  land,  which  we  faw  the  next  morning  at  five  o’clock. 
We  Hood  in  Ihore  all  the  day,  till  four  in  the  afternoon, 
when  we  were  abreaft  of  the  Table  Cape  *,  and  Portland 
Jfland  which  adjoins  to  it  by  a ledge  of  rocks.  The  fliorcs 
were  white  and  lleep  towards  the  fea,  and  we  could  perceive 
the  huts  and  ftrong  bolds  of  the  natives,  like  eagles  airies 
Dn  the  top  of  the  cliffs.  A great  number  of  natives  ran 
along  the  rocks,  in  order  to  gaze  at  us,  as  we  paffed  by 
them,  and  many  feated  themfclves  at  the  point  which  ex- 
tends to  the  fouthward,  but  did  not  care  to  come  off  to  us 
in  their  canoes.  We  failed  between  the  funken  rock  and 
the  land,  and  continued  our  courfe  acrofs  Hawke’s  Bay,  and 
then  along  Chore,  as  it  was  growing  dark. 

* Sec  the  chart  of  New  Zeeland,  in  vol.  II.  of  Hawkcfworih*  Compilation. 
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In  the  morning  we  were  to  the  fouth  of  Cape  Kidnap- 
pers, and  advanced  to  the  Black  Cape.  After  breakfaft 
three  canoes  put  off  from  this  part  of  the  fliore,  where  fome 
level  land  appeared  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  They 
foon  came  on  board  as  we  were  not  very  far  from  the  land, 
and  in  one  of  them  was  a chief,  who  came  on  deck  with- 
out  hefitation.  He  was  a tall  middle-aged  man,  clothed  in 
two  new  and  elegant  dreies,  made  of  the  New  Zeeland  flag 
or  flax-plant.  His  hair  was  drefled  in  the  higheft  fafhion 
of  the  country,  tied  on  the  crown,  oiled,  and  ftuck  with 
white  feathers.  In  each  car  he  wore  a piece  of  albatrofs- 
Ikin  covered  with  its  white  down,  and  his  face  was  punc- 
tured in  fpirals  and  curve  lines.  Mr.  Hodges  drew  his  por- 
trait, and  a print  of  it  is  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  account 
of  this  voyage.  His  companions  fold  us  fome  fifli,  while 
he  was  entertained  in  the  cabin.  The  captain  prefented  him 
with  a piece  of  red  baize,  fome  garden-feeds,  two  young 
pigs  of  each  fex,  and  likewife  three  pairs  of  fowls.  Our 
young  Borabora  man,  Mahine,  who  did  not  underftand 
the  language  of  the  New  Zeelanders  at  the  firfl:  interview 
like  Tupaya,  hearing  from  us  that  thefe  people  were  not 
poflefled  of  coco-nuts  and  yams,  produced  fome  of  thefe 
nuts  and  roots  with  a view  to  offer  them  to  the  chief  ; but 
upon  our  alluring  him  the  climate  was  unfavourable  to  the 
growth  of  palm-trees,  he  only  prefented  the  yams,  whilft 
we  made  an  effort  to  convince  the  chief  of  the  value  of  the 
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prerents  which  he  had  received,  and  that  it  was  his  intereft 
to  keep  the  hogs  and  fowls  for  breeding,  and  to  plant  the 
roots.  He  feemed  at  laft  to  comprehend  our  meaning,  and 
in  return  for  fuch  valuable  prefents,  parted  with  his  mabee- 
feb  or  battle-axe,  which  was  perfectly  new,  its  head  well 
carved,  and  ornamented  with  red  parrot’s  feathers  and 
white  dog’s  hair.  After  a fhort  flay  he  returned  on  deck, 
where  captain  Cook  prefented  him  with  feveral  large  nails. 
He  received  thofe  with  fo  much  eagemefs  that  he  feemed  to 
value  them  above  any  other  prefent ; and  having  obferved- 
that  the  captain  took  them  out  of  one  of  the  holes  in  the 
capftan,  where  his  clerk  had  put  them,  he  turned  the  cap- 
flan  all  round,  and  examined  every  hole  to  fee  if  there  were 
not  fome  more  concealed.  This  circumftance  plainly  (hews 
how  much  the  value  of  iron  tools  is  advanced  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  the  New  Zeelandcrs  finoe  the  Endeavour’s  voyage, 
when  they  would  hardly  receive  them  in  many  places.  Be- 
fore their  departure  they  gave  us  a heeva  or  warlike  dance, 
which  confided  of  ftamping  with  the  feet,  brandiQiing  Ihort 
clubs,  fpcars,  &c.  making  frightful  contorfions  of  the  face, 
lolling  out  the  tongue,  and  bellowing  wildly,  but  in  tune 
with  each  motion.  From  their  manner  of  treating  the 
fowls  which  we  had  given  them,  we  had  no  great  reafon 
no  expeft  fuccefs  in  our  plan  of  flocking  this  country  with 
domcflic  animals,  and  we  much  feared  whether  the  birds- 
would  reach  the  Chore  alive.  We  comforted  ourfelvcs,  how- 
ever, . 
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ever,  with  the  thoughts  of  having  at  lead  attempted  what 
we  could  not  hope  to  fee  accompliflied. 

The  wind,  which  had  fhifted  during  our  interview  with 
thefe  favages,  blew  right  off  Ihore,  and  was  very  unfavour- 
able. It  encreafed  towards  evening  into  a hard  gale,  during 
which  we  hauled  our  wind,  and  flood  on  different  tacks  for 
fear  of  being  blown  too  far  from  the  coaft.  Heavy  rains 
attended  this  gale,  and  penetrated  every  cabin  in  the  (hip. 
Squalls  were  likewife  frequent,  and  fplit  fomc  old  fails, 
which  were  not  fit  to  refill  the  violence  of  the  temped. 
We  had  not  expedled  fuch  a.  rough  reception  in  the  latitude 
of  40°  fouth,  and  felt  the  air  from  the  bleak  mountains  of 
New  Zeeland  very  cold  and  uncomfortable,  the  thermome- 
ter being  at  50  degrees  in  the  morning.-  A few  hours  of 
moderate  and  almofl  calm  weather  fucceeded  thefe  boifterous 
beginnings,  after  which  the  gale  frcflicned  to  the  fame 
height  as  the  night  before.  By  day  it  abated  again,  and 
permitted  us  to  run  in  fliore,  but  every  night  it  cncreafcd 
and  blew  in  furious  gulls,  which  demanded  all  our  atten- 
tion. On  the  24tli,  in  the  evening,  we  had  reached  the 
entrance  of  Cook’s  Strait,  and  faw  Cape  Pallifer  before  us ; 
but  the  next  morning  a gale  fprung  up,  which  was  already 
fo  violent,  at  nine  o’clock,  that  we  were  forced  to  hand  our 
fails  and  lay  to,  under  a fingle  one.  Though  we  were 
fituated  under  the  lee  of  a high  and  mountainous  coaft,  yet 
the  waves  rofe  to  a vaft  height,  ran  prodigioufly  long,  and 
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were  difpcrfed  into  vapour  as  they  broke  by  the  violence  of 
the  dorm.  The  whole  furface  of  the  fea  was  by  this  means 
rendered  hazy,  and  as  the  fun  drone  out  in  a cloudlefs 
iky,  the  white  foam  was  perfectly  dazzling.  The  fury  of 
the  wind  ftill  encreafed  fo  as  to  tear  to  pieces  the  only  fail 
which  we  had  hitherto  dared  to  (hew,  and  we  rolled  about 
at  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  frequently  {hipping  great  quan- 
tities of  water,  which  fell  with  prodigious  force  on  the 
decks,  and  broke  all  that  Rood  in  the  way.  The  conti- 
nual drain  flackened  all  the  rigging  and  ropes  in  the  fliip, 
and  loofened  every  thing,  in  fo  much  that  it  gradually  gave 
way  and  prefented  to  our  eyes  a general  fcenc  of  confufion. 
In  one  of  the  deeped  rolls  the  arm-ched  on  the  quarter- 
deck was  torn  out  of  its  place  and  overfet,  leaning  againd 
the  rails  to  leeward.  A young  gentleman,  Mr.  Hood,  who 
happened  to  be  jud  then  to  leeward  of  it,  providentially 
efcaped  by  bending  down  when  he  faw  the  ched  falling,  fo 
as  to  remain  unhurt  in  the  angle  which  it  formed  with  the 
rail.  The  confufion  of  the  elements  did  not  fcarc  every 
bird  away  from  us : from  time  to  time  a black  flaear- 
watcr  hovered  over  the  ruffled  furface  of  the  fca,  and  art- 
fully withdood  the  force  of  the  temped,  by  keeping  under' 
the  lee  of  the  high  tops  of  the  waves.  The  afpetd  of  the 
ocean  was  at  once  magnificent  and  terrific:  now  on  the- 
fummit  of  a broad  and  heavy  billow,  we  overlooked  an  un- 
xneafurable  expanfe  of  fca,  furrowed  into  numbcrlefs  deep 
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oeretu.  channels  ; now  on  a fudden  the  wave  broke  under  us,  and 
we  plunged  into  a deep  and  dreary  valley,  whilft  a frelh 
mountain  rofe  to  windward  with  a foaming  creft,  and 
threatned  to  overwhelm  us.  The  night  coming  on  was  not 
without  new  horrors,  efpccially  for  thofe  who  had  not  been 
bred  up  to  a feafaring  life.  In  the  captain’s  cabin  the 
windows  were  taken  out  and  replaced  by  the  dead-lights, 
to  guard  againft  the  intrufion  of  the  waves  in  wearing  the 
Hr  ip.  This  operation  difturbed  from  its  retreat  a fcorpion, 
which  had  lain  concealed  in  a chink,  and  was  probably 
brought  on  board  with  fruit  from  the  iflands.  Our  friend 
Rlahinc  allured  us  that  it  was  harmlefs,  but  its  appearance 
alone  was  horrid  enough  to  fill  the  mind  with  apprehen- 
fion  * In  the  other  cabins  the  beds  were  perfectly  foaked 
In  water,  whilft  the  tremendous  roar  of  the  waves,  the 
creaking  of  the  timbers,  and  the  rolling  motion  deprived 
us  of  all  hopes  of  repofe.  To  complete  this  catalogue  of 
horrors,  we  heard  the  voices  of  failors  from  time  to  time 
louder  than  the  bluftering  winds  or  the  raging  ocean 
itfelf,  uttering  horrible  vollies  of  curfes  and  oaths. 
Without  any  provocation  to  ferve  as  an  excufe,  they 
execrated  every  limb  in  varied  terms,  piercing  and  compli- 
cated beyond  the  power  of  defeription.  Inured  to  danger 
from  their  infancy,  they  were  infenfible  to  its  threats,  and 
not  a fingle  refleftion  bridled  their  blafphcmous  tongues.  I 

* See  Hawkrfworth’a  Compilation,  vol.  II. 
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know  of  nothing  comparable  to  the  dreadful  energy  of 
their  curfes,  than  that  difgrace  to  chrillianity  the  Anathema 
of  Ernulphus  *.  In  this  comfortlefs  fituation  we  continued 
till  two  o’clock  the  next  morning,  when  the  wind  died  away 
fuddenly,  and  was  fucceeded  in  an  hour’s  time  by  another 
from  a favourable  quarter.  In  the  calm  interval  between 
thefc  two  winds,  the  ffiip  rolled  more  violently  than  ever, 
fo  that  the  main-chains  were  repeatedly  dipped  under  water, 
with  part  of  the  quarter-deck. 

We  failed  all  this  day  towards  the  land,  having  been 
driven  off  many  leagues  during  the  ftorm.  Pintadas, 
black  fhear-waters,  and  other  petrels  now  furrounded  us  in 
great  flocks,  and  we  paffed  an  albatrofs  fitting  fall  afleep  in 
the  water,  perhaps  fatigued  by  the  violence  of  the  preced- 
ing gale. 

The  next  day  we  were  difappointed  once  more  at  the 
mouth  of  the  flrait,  and  got  a contrary  wind,  which  blew 
a ftorm  before  night.  The  fame  weather  continued  for 
two  days  following,  almoft  without  intermiffion.  On  the 
29th,  early  in  the  morning,  fevcral  water-fpouts  were  feen 
by  the  officer  at  watch ; and  foon  after  we  had  a flight 
fhower  and  a favourable  change  of  wind.  In  the  evening 
we  loft  fight  of  the  Adventure  our  confort,  whom  we  never 
rejoined  again  duting  this  voyage.  The  foul  wind  which 
in  the  morning  on  the  30th  certainly  contributed  to  fepa- 

* Sec  Triftram  Shandy. 
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rate  her  from  us  entirely,  fhe  being  fo  far  aftern  that  this 
wind  mud  have  had  infinitely  more  eflFeft  upon  her  than 
upon  our  fhip. 

It  would  be  ufelefs  and  tedious  to  repeat  the  many 
changes  from  advcrfe  tempefts  to  favourable  gales  which 
fuccceded  thofe  already  mentioned,  and  which  made  us 
defpair  of  ever  coming  to  an  anchor  in  New  Zeeland  again. 
We  were  bufletted  about  for  nine  nights  together,  during 
which  fleep  fcarce  ever  vifited  our  eyes.  On  the  i ft  of 
November  we  got  into  Cook’s  Strait,  but  the  weather  prov- 
ed fo  inconftanr,  that  it  became  contrary  to  us  as  foon  as 
we  had  approached  Cape  Tera-wittee  upon  the  Northern 
Ifiand.  Our  fituation  permitted  us,  however,  the  next  day 
to  come  to  an  anchor  in  a new  bay,  which  we  difcovered 
immediately  under  this  promontory  to  the  weftward.  The 
environs  of  this  bay  were  dreary,  blackifli,  barren  moun- 
tains, of  a great  height,  almoft  wholly  deftitute  of  woods 
and  ftirubs,  and  running  out  into  long  fpits  of  fharp  co- 
lumnar rocks  into  the  fea.  The  bay  itfelf  fccmcd  to  ex- 
tend a confidcrable  way  up  between  the  mountains,  and 
by  its  direction  left  us  in  doubt,  whether  the  land  on 
which  Cape  Tera-wittcc  is  fituated,  is  not  a feparate  ifiand 
from  Eaheino-mauwc.  This  miferable  country  was,  how- 
ever, inhabited,  and  we  had  not  been  half  an  hour  at  an- 
chor, before  feveral  canoes  full  of  natives  came  on  board. 
They  were  very  defpicably  habited  in  old  fliaggy  cloaks, 
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which  they  called  bogbec-bhggbce.  The  fmoke  to  which  they  hovZLm*. 
are  perpetually  expofed  in  their  wretched  habitations,  and 
a load  of  impurities  which  they  had  probably  never  wafhed 
off  fince  their  birth,  perfectly  concealed  their  real  colour, 
and  made  them  look  of  a vile  brown  ifti  yellow.  The  fca- 
fon  of  winter,  which  was  juft  at  an  end,  had  in  all  likeli- 
hood forced  them  at  times  to  make  their  meals  on  putrid 
fillies,  which,  together  with  the  ufe  of  rancid  oil  for  the 
hair,  had  fo  penetrated  them  with  an  infufferable  flench, 
that  we  could  fmell  them  at  a diflance.  They  brought  a 
few  of  their  fifti-hooks  and  fome  dried  tails  of  craw-fifli  to 
fell,  for  which  they  eagerly  received  our  iron-ware  and 
Tahcitee  cloth.  Captain  Cook  likewife  prefented  them  with 
two  pair  of  fowls,  with  ftrong  injunctions  to  keep  them 
for  breeding } but  it  is  hardly  to  be  expedted  that  thefe 
wretched  favages  will  attend  to  the  domeftication  of  ani- 
mals. In  their  unthinking  fituation,  the  firft  moment  they 
have  nothing  ready  at  hand  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  ap- 
petite, our  fowls  muft  fall  the  victims  to  their  voracity. 

If  there  are  any  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  the  introduction  of 
domeflic  animals  in  this  country,  it  muft  be  in  the  popu- 
lous bays  to  the  northward,  where  the  inhabitants  feem  to 
be  more  civilized,  and  are  already  accuftomed  to  cultivate 
feveral  roots  for  their  fubfiflence. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  weather  fell 
perfedtiy  calm ; but  in  a little  time  a foutherly  wind  came 
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up  the  ftrait,  at  fight  of  which  curling  the  water  at  a dis- 
tance, we  weighed  anchor  and  got  out  of  the  bay.  And 
▼cry  fortunate  it  was  that  we  did  fo,  for  the  gale  encrcafed 
after  a few  minutes  to  fuch  a furious  pitch,  that  we  were 
hurried  along  with  aftonifliing  fpeed,  and  after  palling  clofc 
to  the  dangerous  rocks  of  the  Brothers,  on  which  a moll 
dreadful  furf  was  breaking,  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  night, 
under  Ihelter  of  Cape  Koa-maroo  in  Queen  Charlotte’s- 
Sound. 

The  next  day,  about  noon,  we  came  fafely  into  the  Ship- 
Cove,  from  whence  we  failed  on  the  7 th  of  June,  near  five 
months  before.  We  were  in  great  hopes  of  being  rejoined 
here  by  the  Adventure,  becaufe  captain  Cook  intended  to- 
make  fome  flay  at  this  place,  though  the  early  feafon  of 
the  year  did  not  promife  fuch  abundance  of  refrelhmcnts- 
as  we  had  enjoyed  at  our  firft  vifit. 

We  had  hardly  dropped  our  anchor,  before  feveral  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  had  been  out  filhing,  came  to  fee  us  in 
their  canoes,  and  difpofed  of  the  fifh  which  they  had 
caught.  We  recollected  them  as  fome  of  our  old  friends, 
and  called  them  by  their  names,  at  which  they  exprelled 
great  fatisfaCtion,  doubtlefs  becaufe  it  ferved  to  perfuadc 
them  that  we  were  particularly  concerned  for  their  welfare 
by  retaining  them  in  memory.  The  weather  was  fair  and; 
warm,  confidering  the  feafon,  but  our  New  Zcclanders  were 
all  covered  with  lhaggy  cloaks,  which  are  their  winter 
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drefles.  We  queftioned  them  concerning  the  health  of  their 
abfent  countrymen,  and  received  various  anfwers ; but 
among  the  reft  they  acquainted  us,  that  Gooaaia,  one  of 
their  old  chiefs,  had  cbaced  the  two  goats  which  we  had 
left  in  the  woods  of  Grafs-Cove,  and  had  killed  and  eaten 
them.  This  news  was  moil  unwelcome  to  us,  as  it  de- 
firoyed  all  our  hope*  of  flocking  the  forefts  of  this  country 
with  quadrupeds. 

In  the  afternoon  we  vifited  all  the  plantations  which  we 
had  left  on  the  beach  in  Ship-Cove,  on  the  Hippah-Rock, 
and  on  motu-Aro.  We  found  almofl  all  the  radifhes  and 
turneps  fliot  into  feed,  the  cabbages  and  carrots  very  fine, 
and  abundance  of  onions  and  parfley  in  good  order ; the 
peas  and  beans  were  almofl  entirely  loft,  and  feemed  to  have 
been  deftroyed  by  rats.  The  potatoes  were  likewife  all  ex- 
tirpated ; but,  from  appearances,  we  guefled  this  to  have 
been  the  work  of  the  natives.  The  thriving  ftate  of  our 
European  pot-herbs,  gave  us  a ftrong  and  convincing  proof 
of  the  mildnefs  of  the  winter  in  this  part  of  New  Zeeland, 
where  it  feems  it  had  never  frozen  hard  enough  to  kill 
thefe  plants,  which  perilh  in  our  winters.  The  indigenous 
plants  of  this  country  were  not  yet  fo  forward ; the  deci- 
duous trees  and  fhrubs,  in  particular,  were  but  juft  begin- 
ning to  look  green,  and  the  vivid  colour  of  their  frelh 
leaves  well  contrafted  with  the  dark  wintery  hue  of  the 
evergreens.  The  flag,  of  which  the  natives  prepare  their 
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hemp,  was  however  in  flower,  together  with  fome  other 
early  fpecies.  We  collctflcd  all  we  could  find,  gathered  a 
quantity  of  celery  and  fcurvy-grafs,  and  (hot  fome  water- 
fowl,  with  all  which  we  returned  on  board  in  the  evening. 
We  immediately  made  drawings  and  defcriptions  of  all  that 
was  new  to  us,  and  particularly  of  the  flag,  (fkormium  tenaxj 
which,  on  account  of  the  excellent  flax  that  may  be  prepar- 
ed from  it,  deferves  to  be  more  univerfally  known.  De- 
firous  to  promote  every  improvement  which  may  turn  out 
a real  benefit  to  mankind,  we  did  not  hefitare  a moment  to 
permit  an  engraving  to  be  made  from  our  drawing,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  which  is  intended  to  orna- 
ment captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage. 

The  natives  returned  the  next  morning  in  more  canoes 
than  the  preceding  day,  and  among  them  was  Teiratu,  the 
chief,  who  had  made  acquaintance  with  us  on  the  fourth 
of  June,  and  had  pronounced  a long  harrangue  that  day. 
He  was  now  in  his  old  clothes,  or  what  the  polite  world 
would  call  dejbobille  ; .quite  deflitute  of  the  finery  of  che- 
quered mats  edged  with  dog-fkin,  and  his  hair  carelefsly 
tied  in  a bunch,  inftead  of  being  combed  fmooth,  and 
deluRably  greafed  with  {linking  oil.  In  Ihort,  from  being 
the  orator  and  leader  of  a troop  of  warriors,  he  feemed  to  be 
degraded  to  a Ample  fiflimonger.  It  was  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty that  we  recognized  his  features  under  this  difguife, 
upon  which  he  was  taken  into  the  cabin,  and  prefented 
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with  fome  nails.  Our  iron  ware,  and  our  provifion  of  Ta- 
heitee  cloth,  were  articles  of  fuch  importance  to  Tciratu 
and  his  people,  that  they  rcfolved  to  eftablilh  themfclves 
near  us,  in  order  to  be  the  firft  to  profit  by  our  commerce, 
and  perhaps  to  lofe  no  opportunity  of  laying  their  hands 
on  any  thing  which  belonged  to  us.  Our  lhip  lay  very 
near  the  beach  where  we  intended  to  fill  our  empty  calks 
with  frelh  water.  Here  we  had  already  fet  up  a tent  for 
the  people  who  were  employed  in  this  branch  of  cur  pre- 
parations ; anoiher  for  our  wood- cutters,  and  the  aftrono- 
mical  obfervatory.  We  went  on  Ihore  at  this  place,  both 
before  and  alter- noon,  and  made  our  way  through  a laby- 
rinth of  climbers  which  eroded  from  one  tree  to  another. 
Mahinc  (or  Hedeedee)  likewife  came  on  Ihore  with  us,  and 
roamed  through  its  intricate  forefls,  furprifed  at  the  num- 
ber of  different  birds,  their  fweet  melody,  and  their  beau- 
tiful plumage.  One  of  our  gardens  where  the  radilhes  and 
turneps  were  in  flower,  was  remarkably  full  of  fmall  birds, 
which. fucked  the  neiStarcous  juices  of  the  bloffoms,  and  not 
feldom  plucked  them  from  the  ftalk.  We  (hot  feveral  of  them, 
and  Mahine,  who  had  never  made  ufe  of  fire-arms  in  his 
life  before,  killed  his  bird  at  the  firft  difeharge.  The  fenfes 
of  all  nations,  not  more  polilhed  than  his  countrymen,  are 
infinitely  more  acute  than  ours,  which  a thoufand  accidents 
tend  to  impair.  We  never  were  more  clearly  convinced  of 
this,  than  at  Taheitee  •,  it  was  very  ufual  for  the  natives 
there,  to  point  out  fmall  birds  to  us  in  the  thickeft  trees, 
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November,  or  ducks  and  other  water-fowl  between  bufhes  of  reeds, 
where  not  one  of  us  could  ever  perceive  them. 

The  weather,  which  was  warm  and  pleafant,  facilitated 
our  zoological  rcfearches,  fo  that  we  brought  home  a num- 
ber of  birds  in  the  evening. 

Friday  5.  The  firft  intelligence  which  we  received  from  the  fhore 
the  next  day,  was  a complaint  againft  the  natives,  who 
had  ftolen  during  the  night,  a watch-coat  from  the  wa- 
terers  tent,  and  a bag  filled  with  linen.  The  captain  im- 
mediately went  into  the  cove,  where  the  favages  had  taken 
up  their  quarters,  which  was  only  feparated  by  a Angle  hill 
from  our  watering-place,  and  to  which  he  had  given  the 
name  of  Indian  Cove.  Here  he  addreffed  himfclf  to  their 
chief  Tciratu,  who  fent  for  the  ftolen  goods,  and  returned 
them  without  hefitation,  pretending  that  the  theft  was  com- 
mitted without  his  knowledge.  Our  people  were  politic 
enough  to  believe  him  on  his  word,  becaufe  the  addrefs  of 
his  countrymen  had  hitherto  fupplied  us  with  abundance  of 
fifli,  for  a very  moderate  compenfation  of  Tahcitee  cloth, 
whilft  we  caught  them  but  very  fparingly.  In  this  place 
they  found  one  of  the  fows,  which  captain  Furncaux  had 
left  in  Canibal  Cove  ; and  Teiratu  being  queftioned  con- 
cerning its  two  companions,  pointed  to  different  quarters  of 
the  bay,  whither  he  faid  they  had  been  carried.  Thus  by 
feparating  the  animals,  and  dividing  them  as  a fpoil,  thefe 
barbarians  cfTctflually  deflroy  the  poflibility  of  propagating 
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the  fpecies.  Too  much  occupied  with  the  wants  of  the  pre- 
fent  moment,  they  overlook  the  only  means  of  fccuring  a 
certain  livelihood  to  themfelves,  and  reject  every  attempt  to 
civilize  them. 

They  were  joined  by  a ftrong  party  on  the  (5  th  in  the 
afternoon,  who  came  from  various  parts  of  the  bay,  with 
a great  quantity  of  filh,  and  abundance  of  their  clothes, 
arms,  & c.  which  they  exchanged  for  Taheitee  cloth.  In 
the  evening  they  retired  to  a beach  oppolite  the  Ihip,  where 
they  hauled  their  canoes  afhore,  made  fome  temporary  huts, 
lighted  fires,  and  broiled  fome  fifli  for  their  fuppers.  Early 
the  next  morning  looking  about  us,  we  found  they  were 
all  gone  off,  not  excepting  thofe  who  had  lived  at  the  Indian 
Cove.  We  were  at  a lofs  to  guefs  the  rcafon  of  their  hid- 
den departure,  till  we  perceived  that  they  had  taken  away 
fix  fmall  calks  from  our  watering-place,  probably  for  the 
fake  of  the  iron  hoops.  It  is  certain,  that  by  fupplving  us 
with  filh  for  another  day,  they  would  have  received  three 
or  four  times  the  value  of  this  iron',  manufactured  for  their 
ufe ; but  we  have  already  obferved  that  they  are  not  much 
troubled  with  reflections,  and  probably  value  a bird  in  hand 
more  than  two  in  a bufli.  We  were  the  greateft  fufTcrcrs 
on  this  occafion,  being  now  reduced  to  catch  fifh  for  our- 
felves,  though  we  could  not  fpare  a fufficient  number  of 
hands,  and  were  not  acquainted  with  the  haunts  of  the 
fifiies  as  well  as  the  natives.  Our  people  were  occupied 
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in  cleaning,  caulking,  and  breaming  the  Chip,  fetting  up  and 
repairing  the  rigging,  and,  in  fhort,  in  fitting  her  for  the 
next  fouthern  cruize.  A great  party  were  on  fhore  to  fill 
our  empty  cafks  with  frcfli-water,  to  make  provifion  of 
fuel,  and  to  revife  the  (hip’s  bifeuir,  which  was  in  a very 
decayed  condition.  It  had  unfortunately  been  packed  into- 
new,  or  what  are  called  green  cafks,  the  Haves  of  which 
being  damp,  had  communicated  the  moiflurc  to  the  bread, 
a confiderable  part  of  which  was  perfciftly  rotten,  and  all 
the  reft,  more  or  lefs  covered  with  mould.  To  prevent  the 
fatal  effects  of  this  corruption,  all  the  bread  was  carried 
afhorc,  the  bad  carefully  fclcfted  from  that  which  was  dill 
eatable,  and  this  laft  put  into  an  oven  and  baked  over  again, 
till  it  was  thoroughly  dried. 

The  weathet  during  this  time  was  as  boiftcrous  and  in- 
conftant,  as  that  which  had  fo  long  kept  us  out  of  thia 
harbour.  Scarce  a day  palled  without  heavy  fqualls  of  wind, 
which  hurried  down  with  redoubled  velocity  from  the 
mountains,  and  ftrong  fhowers  of  rain,  which  retarded  all 
our  occupations.  The  air  was  commonly  cold  and  raw, 
vegetation  made  flow  advances,  and  the  birds  were  only 
found  in  vallies  fheltered  from  the  chilling  fouthern  blaft. 
This  kind  of  weather  in  all  likelihood  prevails  throughout 
the  winter,  and  likewife  far  into  the  midft  of  fummer, 
without  a much  greater  degree  of  cold  in  the  former,  or  of 
warmth  in  the  latter  feafon,  Illands  far  remote  from  any 
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continent,  or  at  lead  not  Ctuated  near  a cold  one,  feem  in 
general  to  have  an  uniform  temperature  of  air,  owing  per- 
haps to  the  nature  of  the  ocean  which  every  where  fur- 
rounds  them.  It  appears  from  the  meteorological  journals 
kept  at  Port  Egmont  on  the  Falkland  Iflands  *,  that  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  greateft  cold,  and  the  greateft  heat  obferved 
there  throughout  the  year,  do  not  exceed  thirty  degrees  on 
Fahrenheit’s  feale.  The  latitude  of  that  port  is  510  2 j' 
fouth  ; and  that  of  Ship  Cove  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound, 
only  41 0 /.  This  confidcrablc  difference  of  fite,  will 
naturally  make  the  climate  of  New  Zeeland  infinitely 
milder  than  that  of  Falkland’s  Iflands,  but  cannot  affeft 
the  general  hypothefis  concerning  the  temperature  of  all 
iflands ; and  the  immenfe  height  of  the  mountains  in  New 
Zeeland,  fome  of  which  are  covered  with  fnow  throughout 
the  year,  doubtlefs  contributes  to  refrigerate  the  air,  fo  as  to 
allimilate  it  to  that  of  the  Falkland’s  Iflcs,  which  arc  not  fo 
high. 

The  inclemency  of  the  feafon  did  not  prevent  the  natives 
from  rambling  about  in  this  fpacious  found.  Having  been 
entirely  forfaken  by  them  for  three  days  together,  a party 
arrived  near  us  on  the  9th,  in  three  canoes,  one  of  which 
was  elegantly  carved  in  fretwork  on  the  flern.  They  fold 

• Sec  the  Journal  of  the  Winds  and  Weather,  and  Degrees  of  Heat  and  Cold 
by  the  thermometer  at  Falkland's  Kland,  from  February  1766,  to  January  1767, 
inferted  in  Mr.  Dalrymple'i  Collection  of  Voyages  in  the  Southern  Atlantic 
Ocean, 
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Kovsausft  us  fome  curiofities,  and  then  went  on  fhorc  abreaft  of  the 
fliip ; but  wc  did  not  remember  having  ever  feen  them 
before.  The  next  day  two  wretched  canoes  joined  thefe,  in 
which  was  our  friend  Towahanga  with  his  family  * He 
came  immediately  on  board,  with  his  little  boy  Khoaa  and 
liis  daughter  Ko-parree,  and  difpofed  of  a great  number  of 
green  nephritic  Rones  wrought  into  chiffcls  and  blades  of 
hatchets.  He  was  introduced  into  the  cabin,  where  captain 
Cook  gave  him  many  little  prefents,  and  dreffed  his  little 
boy  in  one  of  his  own  white  (hirts.  The  boy  was  fo  over- 
joyed at  his  finery,  that  we  found  it  abfolutcly  impoflible 
to  keep  him  in  the  cabin  by  fair  words.  He  was  bent  upon 
parading  it  before  his  countrymen  on  the  deck,  and  perfift- 
ed  to  importune  us  till  we  let  him  out.  His  little  vanity, 
however,  had  the  molt  difaflrous  confequences.  An  old  he- 
goat,  which  went  about  our  decks,  to  the  great  terror  of  all 
the  New  Zcelandcrs,  took  offence  at  the  ludicrous  figure  of 
poor  Khoda,  who  was  loft  in  the  ample  turns  and  folds  of 
his  (hirt,  and  awkwardly  trotted  along  with  fclf-complacen- 
cy.  The  fturdy  mountaineer  ftepped  in  Iris  way,  and  raff- 
ing himfelf  on  his  hind-legs,  butted  with  his  head  full 
againft  him,  and  laid  him  fprawling  on  the  deck  in  an  in- 
ftant.  The  unfuccefsful  efforts  which  the  boy  made  to 
rife,  together  with  his  loud  lamentations,  fo  provoked  the 
goat,  that  he  prepared  to  repeat  the  compliment,  and  would 


* See  page  209. 
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probably  have  filenceji  this  knight  of  the  rueful  countc-  kov^I'h 
nance,  if  fome  of  our  people  had  not  intcrpofcd.  His 
fhirt  was  now  fullied,  and  his  face  and  hands  covered  with 
dirt ; and  in  this  pitiful  plight  he  returned  into  the  cabin. 

His  air  was  quite  deje&ed,  his  eyes  full  of  tears,  and  he 
feeroed  to  be  perfectly  cured  of  his  vanity.  He  told  his 
misfortune,  crying,  to  his  father  ; but  far  from  exciting  pity, 
he  provoked  the  favage's  indignation,  and  received  feveral 
blows  as  a puniQiment  of  his  folly,  before  we  could  make 
his  peace.  We  cleaned  his  flurt  and  walked  him  all  over, 
which  had  perhaps  never  happened  to  him  before  during 
his  life,  and  thus  fucceeded  to  reftore  him  to  his  former 
tranquillity.  However,  his  father,  dreading  a future  mis- 
fortune, carefully  rolled  up  the  Ihirt,  and  taking  off  his 
own  drefs,  made  a bundle  of  it,  in  which  he  placed  all  the 
prefents  which  he  and  his  fon  had  received. 

The  natives  continued  to  fell  their  artificial  curiofitics  F.iday  n. 
and  fome  filh  to  our  people  this  day  and  the  following, 
both  which  proved  very  rainy.  On  the  x ath,  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  weather  being  clear  again,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father, 
and  myfelf,  went  to  the  Indian  Cove,  which  we  found  unin- 
habited. A path,  made  by  the  natives,  led  through*  the  foreft 
a confiderablc  way  up  the  ftcep  mountain,  which  feparates 
this  cove  from  Shag  Cove  *.  The  only  motive  which  could 
induce  the  New  Zeelandcrs  tO  make  this  path,  appeared  to 

# See  the  chart  of  Cook’s  Strait  in  Hawkcfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  II. 
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be  the  abundance  of  ferns  towards  the  fummit  of  the  moun- 
tain, the  roots  of  that  plant  being  an  article  of  their  diet. 
The  ftccpeft  part  of  the  path  was  cut  in  Reps  paved  with 
fhingle  or  Rate,  but  beyond  that  the  climbers  impeded  our 
progrefs  confiderably.  About  half  way  up,  the  foreft  ended, 
and  the  reft  was  covered  with  various  flirubs  and  ferns, 
though  it  appeared  to  be  naked  and  barren  from  the  fhip.  At 
the  fummit  we  met  with  many  plants  which  grow  in  the  val- 
lics  and  by  the  fea-fide  at  Dulky  Bay,  owing  to  the  difference 
of  climate,  which  is  fo  much  more  rigorous  in  that  fouth- 
ern  extremity  of  New  Zeeland.  The  whole  to  the  very  top 
confifts  of  the  fame  talcous  clay  which  is  univerfal  all  over 
the  ifland,  and  of  a talcous  (lone,  which  when  expofed  to 
the  fun  and  air,  crumbles  in  pieces  and  diflolves  into  lamel- 
la:. Its  colour  is  whitifli,  greyilh,  and  fometimes  tinged 
with  a dirty  yellowifh-red,  perhaps  owing  to  irony  parti- 
cles. The  fouth  fide  of  the  mountain  is  clad  in  forefls  al- 
moft  to  the  fummit.  The  view  from  hence  was  very  ex- 
tenfivc  and  pleaCng ; we  looked  into  Eaft  Bay  as  into  a 
filh-pond,  and  faw  Cape  Tera-wittce  beyond  the  flrait. 
The  mountains  in  the  fouth  arofe  to  a vaft  height,  and 
were  capt  with  fnow ; and  the  whole  profpedt  on  that  fide 
was  wild  and  chaotic.-  We  made  a fire  as  a memorial  of 
our  expedition,  and  then  came  down  the  fame  path  by 
which  we  had  afeended.  The  next  morning  we  made  an 
cxcurfion  to  Long  Ifland,  where  we  found  a number  of 
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plants  and  fome  birds  which  were  new  to  us.  In  the  woods 
on  the  call  fide  we  heard  fome  petrels  in  holes  under  ground 
croaking  like  frogs  and  cackling  like  hens ; and  we  fup- 
pofcd  them  to  be  of  the  little  diving  fpecies,  which  I have 
noticed  before.  It  feems  to  be  a general  cuftom  of  the  petrel 
tribe  to  make  their  ncft  in  fubterraneous  holes,  as  we  found 
the  blue  or  Clvcry  fort  lodged  in  the  fame  manner  at 
Dufky  Bay. 

Ever  Cnee  the  i 2 th  the  weather  was  mild  and  very  fair  ; 
the  natives  refuled  abreaft  of  the  fhip,  and  fupplied  us  with 
plenty  of  Cfli,  whilft  our  failors  carried  on  their  former 
amours  with  the  women,  among!!  whom  there  was  but  one 
who  had  tolerable  features,  and  fometliing  foft  and  feminine 
in  her  looks.  She  was  regularly  given  in  marriage  by  her 
parents  to  one  of  our  (hip mates,  who  was  particularly  be- 
loved by  this  nation,  for  devoting  much  of  his  time  to  them, 
and  treating  them  with  thofe  marks  of  affedtion  which,  even 
among  a favage  race,  endear  mankind  to  each  other.  To- 
ghceree,  for  fo  the  girl  was  called,  proved  as  faithful  to  her 
hufband  as  if  he  had  been  a New  Zeelandcr,  and  conftantly 
rejected  the  addreflcs  of  other  feamen,  profdling  herfelf  a 
married  woman,  (tirra-tdne.)  Whatever  attachment  the 
EngliQiman  had  to  his  New  Zeeland  wife,  he  never  attempt- 
ed to  take  her  on  board,  forefeeing  that  it  would  be  highly 
inconvenient  to  lodge  the  numerous  retinue  which  crawled 
in  her  garments  and  weighed  down  the  hair  of  her  head. 
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Novell's  eh.  He  therefore  vifited  her  on  fhore,  and  only  by  day,  treating 
her  with  plenty  of  the  rotten  part  of  our  bifcuit,  which  we 
rejeiSted,  but  which  Ihe  and  all  her  countrymen  eagerly  de- 
voured. Mahinc,  the  native  of  Borabora,  whom  we  had  on 
board,  had  been  fo  much  accuftomcd  in  his  own  country  to 
obey  every  call  of  nature,  that  he  did  not  hefitate  to  grati- 
fy his  appetites  in  New  Zeeland,  though  he  was  too  clear- 
lighted  at  the  fame  time  not  to  perceive  the  vaft  falling  off 
from  his  own  country-women.  The  force  of  indinft  tri- 
umphed over  his  delicacy, — and  can  we  wonder  at  it,  when 
our  civilized  Europeans  fet  him  the  example?  His  conduit 
towards  the  New  Zcelandcrs  in  general  defervcs  to  be  com- 
mended. There  needed  not  much  penetration  to  difcovcr 
that  their  prefent  exitlence  was  very  wretched  in  coropari- 
fon  of  that  of  the  tropical  iilanders  ; but  he  alfo  frequently 
expreffed  his  pity,  whilft  he  enumerated  to  us  a variety  of 
articles  of  which  they  were  ignorant.  He  diflributed  the 
roots  of  yams  to  thofe  who  vifited  the  fliip  at  the  Black 
Cape,  and  always  accompanied  the  captain  whenever  he 
went  to  plant  or  fow  a piece  of  ground  in  this  harbour.  He 
was  not,  like  Tupaya,  fo  much  a mailer  of  their  language 
as  to  convcrfe  freely  with  them,  but  he  fcon  underllood 
them  much  better  than  any  one  of  us,  from  the  great  ana- 
logy of  their  language  to  his  own.  Our  vilit  to  the  tropi- 
cal iflands  had,  however,  contributed  to  make  the  New  Zee- 
land  dialect  more  intelligible  to. us  than  before,  and  we 
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plainly  perceived  that  it  had  a great  affinity  to  that  of  the 
friendly  Ifles,  which  we  had  juft  left.  From  fuch  little 
data  we  can  only  guefs  at  the  probable  route  by  which  a 
country,  fo  far  to  the  fouth  as  New  Zeeland,  has  been 
peopled. 

The  weather  continuing  fair  on  the  i 4th  at  night,  the 
captain  and  my  father  went  on  ffiorc  to  the  obfervatory 
with  telefcopes,  to  obferve  the  emerfion  of  one  of  Jupiter’s 
fatellites.  The  refult  of  a great  number  of  obfervations, 
made  at  different  times  by  our  accurate  and  indefatigable 
aftronomer,  Mr.  William  Wales,  F.  R.  S.  has  afeertained  the 
longitude  of  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound  to  be  1740  25  Eaft 
from  Greenwich. 

The  next  morning  we  accompanied  the  captain  to  Eaft 
Bay,  where  we  vifited  fevcral  fmall  parties  of  the  natives,  in 
three  different  places.  They  received  us  very  amicably,  pre- 
fented  us  with  fiffi,  which  was  always  the  moft  valuable 
article  they  had  to  give,  and  fold  us  fcveral  large  hoop- 
nets  * for  our  iron  and  Taheitce  cloth.  Towards  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay  we  mounted  on  the  fame  hill  which  captain 
Cook  had  afeended  in  his  ftrft  voyage  f,  intending  to  look 
out  on  the  fca  if  wc  could  perceive  the  Adventure.  But 
when  we  reached  the  fummir,  we  found  fo  thick  a haze  on 
the  water,  that  wc  could  fee  no  farther  than  two  or  three 

* Of  tll<:  kind  mentioned  in-Frawlccfworth's  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  392. 

i See  Hiiwkcfarorth,  vol.  II,  p.  397. 
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*6t7mV»  leagues.  The  monument  which  captain  Cook  had  erefted 
here  formerly,  confiding  of  a pile  of  loofc  Hones,  under 
which  fome  coins,  bullets,  &c.  had  been  buried,  was  en- 
tirely demoliflied  at  prefent ; the  natives  having  probably 
fufpeifted  that  a treafurc  of  European  goods  was  depofited 
, there.  At  the  foot  of  this  hill  fome  friendly  people,  like 

tliofe  of  which  captain  Cook  took  notice  at  this  place  in  his 
firft  voyage,  came  to  us,  and  difpofed  of  many  of  their  arms, 
utcnfils,  and  drefles.  In  the  afternoon  wc  tried  the  hoop- 
nets  which  we  had  bought  of  the  natives,  and  had  toler- 
able fuccefs.  Thcfe  nets  are  made  of  the  fplit  leaves  of 
the  flag,  fo  often  mentioned,  after  they  have  been  dried  and 
beaten.  No  plant  promifes  to  become  fo  ufeful  to  Europe 
by  tranfplantation  as  this  flag.  The  hemp  or  flax  which 
the  New  Zeclanders  make  of.  it,  with  their  coarfe  materials, 
is  exceflively  llrong,  foft,  gloffy,  and  white  ; and  that  which 
has  been  prepared  again  in  England,  has  almoft  equalled 
filk  in  luftre.  It  grows  on  all  kinds  of  foil,  and,  being 
perennial,  may  be  cut  down  to  the  root  every  year,  and 
requires  fcarcc  any  attendance  or  care  in  the  cultivation. 

Wcdnefit.  17.  On  the  t 7 th,  we  fpent  the  forenoon  in  cutting  down  a 
number  of  very  tall  trees,  of  which  we  wilhed  to  gather 
the  flowers,  but  all  our  efforts  were  in  vain.  We  had  no. 
fooner  cut  a tree,  than  it  hung  in  a thoufand  bindweeds, 
and  climbers  from  top  to  bottom,  from  which  it  was  not 
in  our  power  to  difengage  it.  The  three  following  days 
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wc  had  much  rain,  which  confined  us  on  board ; nor  did 
wc  receive  any  vifits  from  the  natives  during  that  time. 

On  the  2 1 ft  in  the  morning,  none  but  women  came 
from  the  fliorc  in  two  canoes,  and  feemed  to  be  under 
great  apprehenfions  for  their  men,  fignifying  to  us  that 
they  were  gone  to  fight  with  another  party;  From  the  di- 
rection in  which  they  pointed,  we  concluded  that  their 
enemies  dwelt  fomcwhcrc  in  Admiralty  Bay. 

On  the  2 2d,  the  weather  being  mild  and  fair,  the  cap- 
tain, accompanied  by  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father,  and  myfelf, 
went  into  Weft  Bay,  and  in  its  deepeft  rccefs  carried  afltore 
two  fows  and  a boar,  with  three  cocks  and  two  hens,  which 
wc  fet  at  liberty  a good  way  up  in  the  woods.  We  flattered 
ourfelves  that  having  chofcn  a marfhy  fpot,  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  frequented  by  the  inhabitants,  the  animals 
would  be  left  to  multiply  their  fpecies  without  any  mo- 
leftation.  A few  natives  only  in  a Angle  canoe  had  feen 
us  in  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  and  probably  would  not  fuf- 
pert  that  we  were  come  on  fo  particular  an  errand.  If 
therefore  the  fouthern  ifle  of  New  Zeeland  fliould  in  courfe 
of  time  be  flocked  with  hogs  and  fowls,  we  have  great 
reafon  to  hope  that  the  care  with  which  wc  concealed  them 
in  the  woods,  has  been  the  only  means  of  preferving  tl« 
race. 

At  our  return  feven  or  eight  canoes  arrived  from  the 
northward,  fomc  of  which,  without  paying  any  attention 
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Mov’iuVin.  t0  us>  went  dirc&ly  into  Indian  Cove,  whilft  the  reft  came 
on  board  with  a great  variety  of  dreffes  and  arms,  which 
they  fold  to  our  people.  They  were  more  drefled  than  we 
had  commonly  feen  any,  during  this  fecond  flay  at  Queen 
Charlotte’s  Sound,  their  hair  was  tied  up,  and  their  cheeks 
painted  red.  All  thefe  circumflances  confpired  to  confirm 
the  account  which  the  women  had  given  us  the  day  before, . 
that  their  hufbands  were  gone  to  fight,  as  it  is  ufual  for- 
them  to  put  on  their  bcfl  apparel  on  thofe  occafions.  I am « 
much  afraid  that  their  unhappy  differences  with  other 
tribes,  were  revived  on  our  account.  Our  people  not  fatis-- 
fied  with  purchafing  all  the  hatchets  of  flone,  patoo-patoos, 
battle-axes,  clothes,  green  jaddes,  fifh-hooks,  &c.  of  which 
the  natives  of  our  acquaintance  were  poffefied,  continually 
enquired  for  more,  and  fhewed  them  fuch  large  and  valuable 
pieces  of  Taheitcc  cloth,  as  would  not  fail  to . excite  their 
defircs.  It  is  not  improbable  that  as  foon  as  this  appetite 
prevailed  among  the  New  Zeelandcrs,  they  would  refletfl  that 
the  fhortefl  way  to  gratify  it,  would  be  to  rob  their  neigh- 
bours of  fuch  goods,  as  the  Europeans  coveted.  The  great 
{tore  of  arms,  ornaments,  and  clothes  which  they  produced 
at  this  time,  feemed  to  prove  that  fuch  a daring  and  vil- 
lainous defign  had  really  been  put  in  execution  ; nor  wa3 
it  to  be  fuppofed  that  this  could  have  been  accomplifhed 
without  bloodfhed. 

In 
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In  the  morning,  which  was  very  foggy,  the  natives  at 
our  watering-place  were  feen  to  cat  a root  boiled  or  baked 
by  means  of  hot  Hones ; and  Mr.  Whitehoufe  the  firft  mate 
brought  fome  of  it  on  board,  which  tailed  rather  better 
than  a turnep.  My  father  returned  on  lhore  with  him  j 
for  a few  trifles  obtained  fome  large  pieces  of  this  root, 
and  with  fome  difficulty  prevailed  on  two  of  the  natives  to 
accompany  Mr.  Whitehoufe  and  him  into  the  woods,  in 
order  to  point  out  to  them  the  fpecies  of  plant  to  which 
the  root  belonged.  They  walked  up  a conliderable  way 
without  any  arms  whatfoever,  trufting  to  the  honefty  of 
their  guides.  Thefe  men  pointed  out  a fpecies  of  fern-tree, 
which  they  called  mamagboo,  as  having  the  eatable  root ; and 
at  the  fame  time  fhewed  the  difference  between  this,  and 
another  kind  of  fern-tree,  which  they  named  povga.  The 
firft  is  full  of  a tender  pulp  or  pith,  which  when  cut  ex- 
fudes  a rcddilh  juice  of  a gelatinous  nature,  nearly  related 
to  fago.  This  is  fo  much  the  lefs  fingular,  as  the  real 
fago-trec  is  a fpecies  of  fern.  The  good  nutritive  root  of 
the  mamaghoo  muft  not,  however,  be  confounded  with 
that  wretched  article  of  New  Zeeland  diet,  the  common 
fern-root,  or  acnjlicbum furcation  Linn.  The  latter  confifts  of 
nothing  but  infipid  flicks,  which  after  being  broiled  over 
the  fire  for  fome  lime,  are  beaten  or  bruifed  on  a ftonc 
with  a piece  of  wood  much  rcfcmbling  the  Taheitian 
cloth-beater,  but  round  inftcad  of  fquare,  and  without 

any 
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any  grooves.  The  bruifed  mafs  is  chewed,  what  little  juice 
there  may  be  in  it  fucked  our,  and  the  reft  thrown  afide. 
The  marpaghoo  on  the  contrary  is  tolerably  good  eating, 
and  the  only  fault  feems  to  be,  that  it  is  not  plentiful 
enough  for  a conftant  fupply.  At  their  return  they  were 
witnefles  of  an  inftance  of  the  ferocity  of  manners  of  this 
favage  nation.  A boy  about  fix  or  feven  years  old  de- 
manded a piece  of  broiled  pinguin,  which  his  mother  held 
in  her  hands.  As  flic  did  not  immediately  comply  with 
his  demand,  he  took  up  a large  ftone  and  threw  it  at  her. 
The  woman  incenfed  at  this  aftion  ran  to  punifli  him,  but 
flic  had  fcarcely  given  him  a Angle  blow,  when  her  huf- 
band  came  forward,  beat  her  unmercifully,  and  daflied  her 
againft  the  ground,  for  attempting  to  correct  her  unnatural 
child.  Our  people  who  were  employed  in  filling  water, 
told  my  father  they  had  frequently  feen  fimilar  inflanccs 
of  cruelty  among  them,  and  particularly,  that  the  boys  had 
a&ually  ftruck  their  unhappy  mother,  whilft  the  father 
looked  on  left  flie  fliould  attempt  to  retaliate.  Among  all 
favage  nations  the  weaker  fex  is  ill-treated,  and  the 
law  of  the  flrongeft  is  put  in  force.  Their  women  are 
mere  drudges,  who  prepare  raiment  and  provide  dwellings, 
who  cook  and  frequently  collect  their  food,  and  are  re- 
quited by  blows  and  all  kinds  of  feverity.  At  New  Zeeland 
it  feems  they  carry  this  tyranny  to  cxccfs,  and  the  males 
are  taught  from  their  earlieft  age,  to  hold  their  mothers  in 
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contempt,  contrary  to  all  our  principles  of  morality.  I leave  StOvlMUE*. 

this  barbarity  without  a comment,  in  order  to  relate  the 

remaining  occurrences  of  this  day,  which  was  pregnant  in 

difeoveries  relative  to  the  New  Zeelanders.  The  captain, 

with  Mr.  Wales,  and  my  father,  went  to  Motu-Aro  in  the 

afternoon,  where  they  looked  after  the  plantations,  collc&cd 

greens  for  the  Ihips,  &c.  In  the  mean  while  fome  of  the 

lieutenants  went  to  the  Indian  Cove,  with  a view  to  trade 

with  the  natives.  The  firft  obje&s  which  ftruck  them  were 

the  entrails  of  a human  corfe  lying  on  a heap  a few  Reps 

from  the  water.  They  were  hardly  recovered  from  their 

firft  furprizc,  when  the  natives  fliewed  them  feveral  limbs 

of  the  body,  and  exprefled  by  words  and  geftures  that  they 

had  eaten  the  reft.  The  head  without  the  lower  jaw  bone, 

was  one  of  the  parts  which  remained,  and  from  which  it 

plainly  appeared,  that  the  deceafed  was  a youth  about  fifteen 

or  fixteen  years  old.  The  fkull  was  fratftured  near  one  of 

the  temples,  as  it  feemed  by  the  ftrokc  of  a pattoo-pattoo.- 

This  gave  our  officers  an  opportunity  of  enquiring  how  they 

came  in  pofleffion  of  the  body.  The  natives  anfwered,  that 

they  had  fought  with  their  enemies,  and  had  killed  feveral 

of  them,  without  being  able  to  bring  away  any  of  the  dead. 

befides  this  youth.  At  the  fame  time  they'  acknowledged 

that  they  had  loft  fome  of  their  friends,  and  pointed  to  feve- 

ral  women  who  were  fcated  apart,  weeping  and  cutting  their 

foreheads  with  (harp  ftones,  in  commemoration  of  the  dead. 

Our 
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novem’bek;  Our  former  conjctturcs  were  now  amply  verified,  our  ap- 
prehenfions  that  we  were  the  innocent  caufes  of  this  difaf- 
ter  encreafcd,  and  the  cxiflencc  of  anthropophagi  confirm- 
ed by  another  ftrong  proof.  Mr.  Pickerfgill  propofed  to 
purchafe  the  head,  in  order  to  preferve  it  till  his  return  to 
England,  where  it  might  ferve  as  a memorial  of  this 
voyage.  He  offered  a nail,  and  immediately  obtained  the 
head  for  this  price  t.  after  which  he  returned  on  board 
with  his  company,  and  placed  it  on  the  taffarel*.  We 
were  all  occupied  in  examining  it,  when  fome  New 
Zeelanders  came  on  board  from  the  watering-place.  At 
< fight  of  the  head  they  expreffed  an  ardent  defire  of  poffefling 
it,  fignifying  by  the  moll  intelligible  geltures  that  it  was 
delicious  to  the  taftc.  Mr.  Pickerfgill  refufed  to  part  with 
it,  but  agreed  to  cut  oflf  a fmall  piece  from  the  cheek,  with 
which  they  feemed  to  be  well  fatisfied.  He  cut  off  the  part 
he  had  promifed,  and  offered  it  to  them,  but  they  would 
not  eat  it  raw,  and  made  figns  to  have  it  dreffed.  There- 
fore, in  prefence  of  all  the  (hip’s  company,  it  was  broiled 
over  the  fire ; after  which  they  devoured  it  before  our  eyes 
with  the  greateft  avidity.  The  captain  arriving  the  moment 
after  with  his  company,  the  New  Zeelanders  repeated  the 
experiment  once  more  in  his  prefencc.  It  operated  very 

+ The  head  is  now  Jepofitcd  in  the  colle&ioa  of  Mr.  John  Hunter,  F.  R.  S. 
s The  upper  part  of  the  Hern. 
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ftrangely  and  differently  on  the  beholders.  Some  there  were  No,,t”,u'ir.. 
who,  in  fpite  of  the  abhorrence  which  our  education  infpires 
againft  the  eating  of  human  fle£h,  did  not  feem  greatly  dif- 
inclined  to  feaft  with  them,  and  valued  thcmfelves  on  the 
brilliancy  of  their  wit,  while  they  compared  their  battle  to 
a hunting-match.  On  the  contrary,  others  were  fo  unrea- 
fonably  incenfed  againft  the  perpetrators  of  this  adfion,  that 
they  declared  they  could  be  well  plcafcd  to  flioot  them  all ; 
they  were  ready  to  become  the  moft  dctcftable  butchers,  in 
order  to  punifli  the  imaginary  crime  of  a people  whom 
they  had  no  right  to  condemn.  A few  others  fuffered  the 
fame  effedts  as  from  a dofe  of  ipecacuanha.  The  reft  la- 
mented this  adtion  as  a brutal  depravation  of  human  na- 
ture, agreeably  to  the  principles  which  they  had  imbibed. 

But  the  fenfibility  of  Mahine,  the  young  native  of  the  Socie- 
ty Klands,  fhone  out  with  fuperior  luftre  among  us.  Born 
and  bred  in  a country  where  the  inhabitants  have  already 
emerged  from  the  darknefs  of  barbarifm,  and  arc  united  by 
the  bonds  of  fociety,  this  feene  filled  his  mind  with  horror. 

He  turned  his  eyes  from  the  unnatural  objedt,  and  retired 
into  the  cabin,  to  give  vent  to  the  emotions  of  his  heart. 

There  we  found  him  bathed  in  tears ; his  looks  were  a 
mixture  of  compaftion  and  grief,  and  as  foon  as  he  faw  us, 
he  expreffed  his  concern  for  the  unhappy  parents  of  the 
vidtim.  This  turn  which  his  refledtions  had  taken,  gave 
us  infinite  pleafure ; it  fpoke  a humane  heart,  filled  with 
Vol.  I.  U u u the 
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to  fynopathize  with  its  fellow-creatures.  He  was  fo  deeply 
a deeded,  that  it  was  feveral  hours  before  he  could  compofe 
himfclf,  and  ever  after,  when  he  fpokc  on  this  fubjeft,  it 
was  not  without  emotion.  Philofophers,  who  have  only 
contemplated  mankind  in  their  clofets,  have  flrenuoufly 
maintained,  that  all  the  aflertions  of  authors,  ancient  and 
modern,  of  the  evidence  of  men-eaters  are  not  to  be  credit- 
ed ; and  there  have  not  been  wanting  perfons  amongd  our- 
felves  who  were  fceptical  enough  to  refufe  belief  to  the  con* 
current  tedimonies  in  the  hidory  of  almod  all  nations  in 
this  particular.  But  captain  Cook  had  already,  in  his 
former  voyage,  received  drong  proof  that  the  pradtice  of 
eating  human  fleth  exided  in  New  Zeeland ; and  as  now 
we  have  with  our  own  eyes  feen  the  inhabitants  devouring 
human  fle£h,  all  controverfy  on  that  point  mud  be  at  an  end. 
The  opinions  of  authors  on  the  origin  of  this  cudom  are 
infinitely  various,  and  have  lately  been  colledtcd  by  the 
very  learned  canon  Pauw,  at  Xanten,  in  his  Rtcberchcs  Pbi/o- 
fopbijues Jur  les  Americains,  vol.  I.  p.  207.  He  feems  to  think 
that  men  were  fird  tempted  to  devour  each  other  from  real 
want  of  food  and  cruel  neceflhy  *.  Many  weighty  objec- 
tions, however,  may  be  made  againd  this  hypothefis } 

» amongd  which  the  following  is  one  of  the  greated.  There 

* His  fentiments  arc  copied  by  Dr.  Hawkefworth,  who  has  difingenuoufly 
concealed  their  author.  See  his  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p«  447. 

are 


o 


- Digitized  by.Qopgle 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD.  51s 

are  very  few  countries  in  the  world  fo  miferably  barren  as 
not  to  afford  thiir  inhabitants  fufficient  nouriffimcnt,  and 
thofe,  in  particular,  where  anthropophagi  Hill  exift,  do  not 
come  under  that  defcription.  The  northern  ifle  of  New 
Zeeland,  on  a coaft  of  near  four  hundred  leagues,  contains 
fcarcely  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  according  to  the 
mod  probable  guefs  which  can  be  made ; a number  incon- 
fiderable  for  that  vail  fpace  of  country,  even  allowing  the 
fettlements  to  be  confined  only  to  the  fea-fliore.  The  great 
abundance  of  fifli,  and  the  beginnings  of  agriculture  in  the 
Bay  of  Plenty  and  other  parts  of  the  Northern  Ifle,  are  more 
than  fufficient  to  maintain  this  number,  becaufc  they  have 
always  had  enough  to  fupply  llrangcrs  with  what  was 
deemed  fuperfluous.  It  is  true,  before  the  dawn  of  the 
arts  among  them,  before  the  invention  of  nets,  and  before 
the  cultivation  of  potatoes,  the  means  of  fubfiftence  may 
have  been  more  difficult ; but  then  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants mull  likewife  have  been  infinitely  fmaller.  Single 
inftances  are  not  conclufive  in  this  cafe,  though  they  prove 
how  far  the  wants  of  the  body  may  ftimulate  mankind  to 
extraordinary  aftions.  In  1772,  during  a famine  which 
happened  throughout  all  Germany,  a herdfman  was  taken 
on  the  manor  of  Baron  Boineburg,  in  Heflia,  who  had  been 
urged  by  hunger  to  kill  and  devour  a boy,  and  afterwards 
to  make  a pr  aft  ice  of  it  for  feveral  months.  From  his  con- 
feflion  it  appeared,  that  he  looked  upon  the  flefli  of  young 
U u u 2 children 
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Hovimki.  children  as  a very  delicious  food ; and  the  gefturcs  of  the 
New  Zeelanders  indicated  exadtly  the  fame  thing.  An  old 
woman  in  the  province  of  Matogroflo,  in  Brafil,  declared  to 
the  Portuguefe  governor  *,  that  fhe  had  eaten  human  flefh 
feveral  times,  liked  it  very  much,  and  fhould  be  very  glad 
to  feaft  upon  it  again,  efpecially  if  it  was  part  of  a little 
boy.  But  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe  from  fuch  circum- 
• fiances,  that  killing  men  for  the  fake  of  feafiing  upon  them, 
has  ever  been  the  fpirit  of  a whole  nation ; becaufe  it  is 
utterly  incompatible  with  the  exiftence  of  fociety.  Slight 
caufcs  have  ever  produced  the  mod  remarkable  events 
among  mankind,  and  the  molt  trifling  quarrels  have  fired 
their  minds  with  incredible  inveteracy  againft  each  other. 
Revenge  has  always  been  a ftrong  paflion  among  barbarians, 
who  are  lefs  fubjett  to  the  fway  of  reafon  than  civilized  peo- 
ple, and  has  fiimulated  them  to  a degree  of  madnefs  which 
is  capable  of  all  kinds  of  exccflcs.  The  people  who  firfl 
confirmed  the  body  of  their  enemies,  feem  to  have  been 
bent  upon  exterminating  their  very  inanimate  remains,  from 
an  cxcefs  of  paflion  but,  by  degrees,  finding  the  meat 
wholefome  and  palatable,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that 
they  fhould  make  a pratfticc  of  eating  their  enemies  as  often 
as  they  killed  any,  fince  the  aflion  of  eating  human  flefh, 
whatever  our  education  may  teach  us  to  the  contrary,  is 

* M.  de  Pinto,  now  ambatlador  from  Portugal  at  the  Britidi  court  i a noble— 
man  equally  eminent  for  hit  executive  knowledge  and  hia  excellent  heart. 

certainly 
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certainly  neither  unnatural  nor  criminal  in  itfelf.  It  can 
only  become  dangerous  as  far  as  it  Reels  the  mind  again!! 
that  compaflionate  fellow-feeling  which  is  the  great  bafis  of 
civil  fociety  > and  for  this  reafon  we  find  it  naturally  ba- 
nilhed  from  every  people  as  foon  as  civilization  has  made 
any  progrefs  among  them.  But  though  we  are  too  much 
polifltcd  to  be  canibals,  we  do  not  find  it  unnaturally  and 
favagely  cruel  to  take  the  field,  and  to  cut  one  another’s 
throats  by  thoufands,  without  a finglc  motive,  befides  the 
ambition  of  a prince,  or  the  caprice  of  his  miftrefs ! Is  it 
not  from  prejudice  that  we  are  difgufted  with  the  idea  of 
eating  a dead  man,  when  we  feel  no  remorfe  in  depriving 
him  of  life  ? If  the  praiflice  of  eating  human  flefli  makes 
men  unfeeling  and  brutal,  we  have  inftances  that  civilized 
people,  who  would  perhaps,  like  fome  of  our  Tailors,  have 
turned  fick  at  the  thought  of  eating  human  fieflr,  have 
committed  barbarities  without  example  among!!  canibals. 

A New  Zeclander,  who  kills  and  cats  his  enemy,  is  a very 
different  being  from  an  European,  who,  for  his  amufe- 
ment,  tears  an  infant  from  the  mother’s  breaft,  in  cool 
blood,  and  throws  it  on  the  earth  to  feed  his  hounds  * 

Neque  bic  lupis  mos  nec  fuie  leonibus. 

Nonquam  nifi  in  difpar  feris.  Hor. 

The  New  Zeelandcrs  never  eat  their  adverfaries,  unlefs 
they  are  killed  in  battle ; they  never  kill  their  relations  for 

* Biflbop  Las  Cafu  fays,  be  has  fcen  this  atrocious  crime  committed  in 
America  by  Spanith  foldicra. 

The 
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the  purpofe  of  eating  them ; they  do  not  even  cat  them  if 
they  die  of  a natural  death,  and  they  take  no  prifoners 
with  a view  to  fatten  them  for  their  repaft*;  though  thefe 
circumftances  have  been  related,  with  more  or  lefs  truth  of 
the  American  Indians.  It  is  therefore  not  improbable,  that 
in  proccfs  of  time  they  will  entirely  lay  afide  this  cuflom  5 
and  the  introduction  of  new  domeftic  animals  into  their 
country  might  haften  that  period,  ftnee  greater  affluence 
would  tend  to  make  them  more  fociable.  Their  religion 
does  not  feem  likely  to  be  an  obflacle,  becaufe  from  what 
we  could  judge,  they  are  not  remarkably  fuperftitious,  and 
it  is  only  among  very  bigoted  nations,  that  the  cuflom  of 
' offering  human  flcfli  to  the  gods,  has  prevailed  after  civi- 
lization. Tupaya  f,  the  only  man  who  could  freely  con- 
verfe  with  the  New  Zeelandcrs,  foon  learnt  that  they  ac- 
knowledged a fupreme  Being  ; and  this  fpark  of  divine  reve- 
lation probably  remains  amongft  all  nations  on  the  globe. 
To  this  they  add  the  belief  of  fome  inferior  divinities,  fo 
correfpondent  to  thofe  of  the  Taheitians,  that  their  fyftem 
of  polytheifm  muft  be  of  very  ancient  date,  and  feems  to 
derive  its  origin  from  their  common  anceflors.  We  never 
obferved  a Angle  ceremony  in  New  Zeeland,  which  could 
be  fuppofed  to  have  a religious  tendency  j and  I know  of 
only  two  circumftances  which  may  be  diftantly  conftrued  to 

• See  Hawkefwortb,  vol.  U.  p.  389,  390. 

+ See  Hiwkcfworth,  vol.  Ill,  p.  47*. 
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favour  of  fuperftition.  The  firft  is  the  name  of  atuee,  « the  sovluiu. 
bird  of  the  divinity,”  which  they  fomctimcs  give  to  a fpecies 
of  creeper  * (ceribia  cincinnata.)  This  name  feems  to  indicate 
a veneration  like  that  which  is  paid  to  herons,  _and  king- 
fifhers  at  Taheitee,  and  the  Society  Ides ; but  I cannot  fay 
that  they  ever  exprefled  the  lead  with  to  preferve  the  life 
of  this  bird  in  preference  to  the  reft.  The  fccond,  is  the 
cuftom  of  wearing  an  amulet  of  green  jadde  on  the  bread, 
from  a ftring  round  the  neck.  This  piece  of  ftonc  is  of  the 
fizc  of  two  crown- pieces,  and  carved  fo  as  to  bear  a rude 
refemblance  to  a human  being.  Thefe  they  call  e-teeghee, 
a name  which  is  doubilefs  equivalent  to  the  Taheitian  e-tee  f. 

In  that  ifland,  and  the  adjacent  group,  e-tee  ftgnifies  a 
wooden  image  of  the  human  figure,  ereifted  on  a pole  at 
their  cemeteries,  in  memory  of  the  dead,  but  to  which  no 
worfhip  nor  particular  refpeft  is  paid.  The  New  Zeeland 
teeghee  feems  to  be  worn  with  a fimilar  view,  but  not  to 
be  better  refpedled  ; for  though  they  did  not  part  with  it 
for  a trifle,  yet  with  half  a yard  of  broad  cloth  or  red 
kerfey,  which  were  our  beft  goods  in  Queen  Charlotte’s 
Sound,  we  never  failed  to  purchafe  it.  Befldes  this,  they 
often  wear  feveral  rows  of  human  teeth  round  the  neck, 
but  we  underftood  that  they  were  only  the  memorials  of 

* Our  tailors  called  this  the  poe-bird.  Its  common  New  Zeeland  name  is 
kogo. 

t Better  pronounced  E-Tee-ee. 

their 
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Noveuiit  their  prowefs,  Cnee  they  had  belonged  to  the  enemies  whom 
they  had  killed.  It  always  appeared  to  us,  that  they  have 
no  priells  or  jugglers  of  any  kind  among  them,  which 
accounts  for  their  having  fo  little  fuperftition.  When  the 
comforts  of  life  arc  multiplied,  it  is  poflible  that  fome  in- 
dividuals may  be  artful  enough  to  improve  upon  their 
prefent  ideas  of  religion,  in  order  to  enjoy  exclufive  ad- 
vantages ; for  it  has  often  been  the  fate  of  mankind,  that 
the  moft  facred,  and  mod  ineftimable  gift  of  heaven,  has 
ferved  as  a cloak  under  cover  of  which  they  have  been  de- 
luded. 

Having  fitted  the  (hip  to  encounter  the  rigorous  climate 
of  the  fouth,  and  received  on  board  her  provifion  of  frefli 
water  and  wood,  as  well  as  the  bifeuit  which  had  been 
baked  over  again,  we  re-imbarked  all  the  tents  from  the 
vrcdncM.  u.  (hore,  and  on  the  24th,  early  in  the  morning,  unmoored  and 
rode  by  a fingle  anchor.  The  natives  immediately  repaired 
. to  the  beach  which  we  had  left,  and  finding  there  a heap 
of  bread-duft  which  had  been  rejected  as  unfit  for  ufc  at 
the  revifal  of  our  bifeuit,  they  fell  to,  and  confumcd  it  all, 
though  our  hogs  had  before  refufed  to  touch  it.  We  could 
not  attribute  this  preceding  to  neceflity,  bccaufe  they  had 
plenty  of  frefli  fifli,  of  which  they  daily  fold  us  enough  for 
our  confurapwon.  It  was  rather  owing  to  the  diverfity  of 
their  taftc  from  ours,  or  to  the  natural  inclination  for  va- 
riety, which  made  them  eat  the  word  of  vegetable  food, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  it  was  a rarity,  in  preference  to  fifli,  which  is  their  Nov\”V„, 

conflant  diet.  They  had  another  motive  for  vifiting  the 

place  of  our  late  cftablifhment ; this  was,  to  pick  up  any 

little  trifles,  fuch  as  nails,  rags,  &c.  which  we  might  have 

left  behind.  Whilft  they  were  fo  employed,  fome  others 

came  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  bay,  and  offered  a great 

quantity  of  their  tools  and  weapons  to  fell. 

In  the  afternoon,  a boat  was  fent  on  fhorc  to  bury  a bottle 
at  the  foot  of  a tree,  with  a letter  for  captain  Furneaui, 
in  cafe  he  fliould  come  into  the  harbour  after  our 
departure.  Another  boat,  with  feveral  officers,  and  my 
father,  went  to  Indian  Cove,  where  the  entrails  of  the  body 
flill  lay  on  the  ground.  The  war-canoe,  in  which  the  ex- 
pedition had  been  made,  had  a carved  head  ornamented 
with  bunches  of  brown  feathers,  and  a double-forked  prong 
projected  from  it,  on  which  the  heart  of  their  flain  enemy 
was  transfixed.  Our  gentlemen  purchafed  a quantity  of 
their  prepared  hemp  or  flax,  and  many  fifh-hooks,  armed 
with  bone,  which,  according  to  the  account  of  the  natives, 
was  taken  from  the  human  arm. 

At  four  o’clock  the  next  morning,  a boat  was  fenf  to  the  Thu-Sty 
Motu-Aro,  in  order  to  take  a few  cabbages  out  of  our 
plantations.  My  father  took  that  opportunity  of  fcarching 
the  fhore  for  the  laft  time,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to 
find  fome  plants  which  we  had  not  fecn  before.  In  the 
mean  while  we  hove  the  anchor,  fet  fail,  and  took  up  the 
vo«~h  Xxx  boat 
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Bo"’,l'n,  boat  on  our  way  ; but  finding  the  current  and  wind  againft 
us,  wc  were  forced  to  come  to  again  about  fevcn  o’clock, 
between  Motu-Aro  and  Long  Ifland.  Here  we  lay  an  hour 
or  two,  and  then  fet  fail  with  a more  favourable  breeze, 
which  carried  us  into  Cook’s  Strait. 

Wc  flood  clofc  in  fhore  under  cape  Tera-Wittee,  and  fired 
fcveral  guns  to  give  the  Adventure  notice  of  our  approach,  in 
cafe  fhe  had  lain  in  one  of  the  adjacent  harbours.  Between 
the  Capes  Tera-Wittee  and  Pallifcr,  wc  difeovered  a very  deep 
bay,  of  which  the  Ihores  had  every  where  a gentle  flopc, 
and  cfpecially  towards  the  bottom,  where  the  hills  were 
removed  to  fuch  a diftancc,  that  wc  could  but  juft  difeern 
them.  If  there  is  a fufikient  depth  of  water  for  fliips  in 
this  bay,  and  of  that  wc  had  no  room  to  doubt,  it  appears 
to  be  a mod  convenient  fpot  for  an  European  fettlement. 
There  is  a great  ftrctch  of  land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  eafily 
defenfible ; there  is  likewife  plenty  of  wood,  and  alraoll 
certain  indications  of  a confiderable  river ; and  laftly,  the 
country  does  not  feem  to  be  very  populous,  fo  that  there 
would  be  little  danger  of  quarrels  with  the  natives ■,  ad- 
vantages which  are  not  frequently  to  be  met  with  jointly 
in  many  fpots  of  New  Zeeland.  The  flag  ( pbormium  tenax) 
of  which  the  natives  make  all  their  clothes,  mats,  ropes, 
and  nets,  affords  fuch  an  excellent  kind  of  flax,  which  is 
at  once  gloffy,  elaftic,  and  ftrong,  that  it  might  become  an 
article  of  commerce  in  India,  where  cordage  and  canvas  is 

wanted. 
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wanted.  Perhaps  in  future  ages,  when  the  maritime  Novtuio. 
powers  of  Europe  lofe  their  American  colonies,  they  may 
think  of  making  new  eftabliflimcnts  in  more  diftant  re- 
gions ; and  if  it  were  ever  poflible  for  Europeans  to  have 
humanity  enough  to  acknowledge  the  indigenous  tribes  of 
the  South  Sea  as  their  brethren,  we  might  have  fettlements 
which  would  not  be  defiled  with  the  blood  of  innocent 
nations. 

We  continued  firing  guns  as  we  flood  part  this  bay, 
and  the  next  morning  having  doubled  Cape  Pallifer,  we  Fiiitj  >t. 
ran  along  the  coaft  to  the  northward  till  the  evening, 
likewife  firing  guns  from  time  to  time.  Our  attempts  to 
rejoin  our  confort  were  to  no  purpofe  ; we  heard  no  anfwer 
to  all  our  fignals,  though  we  hearkened  with  an  attention, 
and  an  eagernefs  which  plainly  (hewed  how  unwillingly 
we  ventured  on  a fecond  cruize  among  numberlefs  dangers 
without  a companion.  We  were  forced  at  laft  to  give  up 
the  thought  of  feeing  her  again,  and  about  fix  o’clock  took 
our  departure  from  Cape  Pallifer,  fleering  to  the  S.  S.  E. 

The  feurvy,  which  had  afflifted  fomc  of  our  people  after 
the  firft  tedious  cruize  to  the  fouth,  between  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  and  Dulky  Bay,  had  been  entirely  fubdued  by 
the  wliolefome  diet  on  fifli,  and  the  drinking  of  fpruce- 
bcer  in  that  harbour;  and  afterwards  by  the  excellent 
greens  in  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound.  Our  difagreeable  paf- 
fage  in  winter  from  New  Zeeland  to  Taheitce,  had  revived 
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ftorYuiu.  ^le  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  in  many  perfons,  and  in  fome, 
to  a confiderable  degree ; but  the  continual  fupply  of  freffi 
vegetables,  which  we  received  at  that  illand,  together  with 
the  provifion  of  excellent  pork  at  the  Society  and  Friendly 
liles,  had  entirely  re-cllabliflicd  them.  Our  fecond  flay  at 
Queen’s  Charlotte’s  Sound  had  likewife  furnilhed  us,  as  be- 
fore, with  abundance  of  celery  and  feurvy-grafs,  which 
counteratfted  the  noxious  elFetfls  of  falted  meat ; fo  that  we 
were,  to  appearance,  in  a good  Hate  of  health  at  our  fecond 
departure  from  thence.  It  may,  however,  juftly  be  quef- 
tioned,  whether  the  continual  hardlhips  and  labours  which 
we  had  undergone,  had  not  in  reality  made  the  fhew  of 
health  deceitful,  and  impaired  the  body  fo  much  that  it 
was  not  able  to  refill  fo  long  as  it  had  formerly  done.  The 
officers  and  paflengers  entered  upon  this  fecond  cruize  un- 
der feveral  difficulties  which  did  not  cxift  before.  They  had 
now  no  live-ftock  to  be  compared  to  that  which  they  took 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ; and  the  little  ftore  of  provi- 
fions  which  had  fupplied  their  table  with  variety  in  prefer- 
ence to  that  of  the  common  failor,  was  now  fo  far  con- 
fumed,  that  they  were  nearly  upon  a level,  efpecially  as 
the  fcamcn  were  inured  to  that  way  of  life  by  conllant  habit 
almoft  from  their  infancy ; and  the  others  had  never  ex- 
perienced it  before.  The  hope  of  meeting  with  new  lands 
was  vanilhed,  the  topics  of  common  convcrfation  were  ex- 
luufted,  the  cruize  to  the  fouth  could  not  prefent  any  thing 

new, 
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new,  but  appeared  in  all  its  chilling  horrors  before  us,  and 
the  abfencc  of  our  confort  doubled  every  danger.  Wc  had 
enjoyed  a few  agreeable  days  between  the  tropics,  we  had 
feafted  as  well  as  the  produce  of  various  iflands  would  per- 
mit, and  we  had  been  entertained  with  the  novelty  of  many 
objtifls  among  different  nations  j but,  according  to  the  com- 
mon viciffitudes  of  fortune,  this  agreeable  moment  was  to 
be  icplaced  by  a long  period  of  fogs  and  frofty  weather,  of 
fading,  and  of  tedious  uniformity.  The  late  Abbe  Chappe, 
in  his  voyage  to  California,  (or  his  compiler,  M.  Caflini,  in 
his  name,)  obferves  *,  “ that  variety  alone  has  charms  for 
“ the  traveller,  who  goes  in  queft  of  her  from  one  country 
“ to  another."  His  philofophy  is  at  the  fame  time  of  fuch 
an  exalted  nature,  that  he  pronounces  f “ the  life  which 
“ is  led  at  fea  to  be  tedious  and  uniform  only  to  thofe  who 
“ are  not  accuftomcd  to  look  round  them,  and  who  be- 
“ hold  all  nature  with  the  eye  of  indifference.”  Had  the 
good  Abbe  been  unfortunate  enough  to  make  a vifit  to  the 
antariRic  circle,  without  the  company  of  fcveral  hundred  fat- 
tened fowls,  which  kept  him  in  good  humour  on  his  fliort 
trip  from  Cadiz  to  Vera  Cruz,  his  philofophy  would  not  have 
taken  fo  high  a flight.  But  though  he  found  variety  at 
fea,  he  was  not  fo  fortunate  in  Mexico  J.  Here  he  eroded 
great  tratfls  of  uncultivated  country  and  cxtei.Gvc  forefts,  he 
faw  nature  in  a favage  date,  allowed  that  flie  was  rich  and 

• PJ£  it,  t PJS-  *3-  1 Pig.  12. 
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beautiful  j but,  in  the  fpace  of  a few  days,  her  multiplicity 
of  charms  became  infipid  and  uniform  in  his  eyes.  And 
yet  this  traveller  affures  us,  that  he  was  altronomer,  bota- 
nift,  zoologift,  mineralogift,  chymift,  and  philofopher ! 

We  quitted  the  fhores  of  New  Zeeland  with  ideas  very 
different  from  thofe  of  Abbe  Chappe  ;and  if  any  thing  alle- 
viated the  drearinefs  of  the  profpeft  with  a great  part  of 
our  fliip-mates,  it  was  the  hope  of  completing  the  circle 
round  the  South-Pole  in  a high  latitude  during  the  next  in- 
hofpitablc  fummer,  and  of  returning  to  England  within  the 
fpace  of  eight  months.  This  hope  contributed  to  animate 
the  fpirits  of  our  people  during  the  greateft  part  of  our  con- 
tinuance in  bad  weather ; but  in  the  end  it  vanilhed  like  a 
dream,  and  the  only  thought  which  could  make  them 
amends,  was  the  certainty  of  palling  another  feafon  among 
the  happy  illands  in  the  torrid  zone. 


CHAP. 
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Novbmiir. 

CHAP.  III. 

The  fecund  courfe  towards  the  bigb  foutbern  latitudes  Jrom  New  Zee- 
land  to  Eojier  IJland . 

THE  morning  after  we  had  taken  our  departure,  wc  s«ttrdiy  n. 

had  a N.  N.  W.  wind,  which  raifed  the  thermometer 
to  64  deg.  The  two  next  days  it  Rood  at  54  deg.  then  at 
48  ; and  when  we  were  in  about  49®  of  fouth  latitude,  at 
44J.  deg.  On  the  28th  of  November,  wc  obferved  a num- 
ber of  feals,  or  perhaps  fca-lions,  palling  by  us  at  a dif- 
tancc  towards  the  land  which  we  had  left.  From  that  time 

_ , December. 

to  the  6th  of  December  we  daily  faw  great  flocks  of  blue  Monday 
and  other  petrels,  together  with  the  different  fpecies  of  al- 
batroffes,  the  Ikuas  or  grey  gulls,  many  pinguins,  and 
abundance  of  fca-weed.  About  feven  in  the  evening,  on 
that  day,  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  5 1 0 33'  fouth,  and 
long.  i8o0}  confequently  juft  at  the  point  of  the  anti- 
podes of  London.  The  remembrance  of  domeftic  felicity, 
and  of  the  fweets  of  fociety,  called  forth  a figh  from  every 
heart  which  felt  the  tender  ties  of  filial  or  parental  affetftion. 

We  are  the  firft  Europeans,  and  I believe  I may  add,  the 
firft  human  beings,  who  have  reached  this  point,  where  it 
is  probable  none  will  come  after  us.  A common  report 
prevails  indeed  in  England  concerning  Sir  Francis  Drake, 
v*  who' 
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who  is  faid  to  have  vifited  the  antipodes,  which  the  legend 
expreffes  by  “ his  having  pafled  under  the  middle  arch  of 
“ London-bridge:”  but  this  is  a miftake,  as  his  track  lay 
along  the  coaft  of  America,  and  probably  originates  from 
his  having  palled  the  ferixei,  or  the  point  in  1800  long,  on 
the  fame  circle  of  north  latitude,  on  the  coaft  of  California. 

In  proportion  as  we  advanced  to  the  fouthward  the  ther- 
mometer fell ; and  on  the  i oth,  in  the  morning,  the  wind 
coming  more  ahead,  it  defeended  to  37  °.  At  noon  we  had 
reached  the  latitude  of  5 p°  fouth,  without  having  met 
with  any  ice,  though  we  fell  in  wyh  it  the  preceding  year 
on  the  toth  of  December,  between  the  50th  and  31ft  deg. 

t 

of  fouth  latitude.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  differ- 
ence -,  perhaps  a feverc  winter  preceding  our  firft  courfe  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  might  accumulate  more  ice  that 
year  than  the  next,  which  is  the  more  probable,  as  we 
learnt  at  the  Cape  that  the  winter  had  been  (harper  there 
than  ufual ; perhaps  a violent  florna  might  break  the  polar 
ice,  and  drive  it  fo  far  to  the  northward  as  we  found  it ; and 
perhaps  both  thefe  caufcs  might  concur,  with  others,  to  pro- 
duce this  effedh 

On  the  1 tth,  at  night,  the  cold  encreafed,  the  thermo- 
meter Handing  at  34  deg.  and  at  four  o’clock  the  next 
morning  a large  ifland  of  floating  ice  was  feen  ahead,  which 
we  pafled  an  hour  afterwards.  At  eight  o’clock  the  ther- 
mometer was  already  at  3 1 j deg.  the  air  being  probably  re- 
frigerated 
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frigerated  by  the  ice,  though  we  did  not  fee  more  than 
this  one  piece.  At  noon  we  found  the  latitude  to  be  6 1° 
46'  fouth.  The  next  morning  the  thermometer  flood  at 
31  deg.  and  we  ran  to  the  eaftward  with  a frelh  breeze, 
though  we  had  a furprifing  fall  of  fnow,  which  filled  the 
air  to  fuch  a degree  that  we  could  not  fee  ten  yards  before 
us.  Our  friend  Mahinc  had  already  expreffed  his  furprizc 
at  feveral  little  fnow  and  hail  fhowers  on  the  preceding 
days,  this  phenomenon  being  utterly  unknown  in  his  coun- 
try. The  appearance  of  “ white  ftones,”  which  melted  in 
his  hand,  was  altogether  miraculous  in  his  eyes,  and 
though  we  endeavoured  to  explain  to  him  that  cold  was 
the  caufe  of  their  formation,  yet  1 believe  his  ideas  on  that 
fubjetff  were  never  very  clear.  The  heavy  fall  of  fnow  this 
day  furprifed  him  more  than  what  he  had  fecn  before,  and 
after  a long  confideration  of  its  Angular  qualities,  he  told 
us  he  would  call  it  the  while  rain  when  he  came  back  to  his 
country.  He  did  not  fee  the  firft  ice  on  account  of  the  early 
hour  of  the  morning;  but  two  days  after,  ih  about  65  deg. 
of  fouth  latitude,  he  was  flrirck  with  aftonifliment  upon 
feeing  one  of  the  largeft  pieces,  and  the  day  following  pre- 
fented  him  with  an  extenfive  field  of  ice,  which  blocked  up 
our  farther  progrefs  to  the  fouth,  and  gave  him  great  plea- 
fure,  fuppofing  it  to  be  land.  We  told  him  that  fo  far  from 
being  land,  it  was  nothing  but  frefli  water,  which  we 
found  fonie  difficulty  to  convince  him  off  at  firfl,  till  we 
Vol.  I.  Y y y fhewed 
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(hewed  him  the  ice  which  was  formed  in  the  fcuttlcd  caffc 
on  the  deck.  He  allured  us,  however,  that  he  would  at  all 
events  call  this  the  while  land,  by  way  of  diftinguifhing  it 
from  all  the  reft.  Already,  at  New  Zeeland,  he  had  collect- 
ed a number  of  little  flerjder  twigs,  which  he  carefully  tied 
in  a bundle,  and  made  ufe  of  inflcad  of  journals.  For 
every  ifland  which  he  had  feen  and  vifited,  after  his  depar- 
ture from  the  Society  Ides,  he  had  felcdtcd  a little  twig  ; fo 
that  his  collection  amounted  at  prefent  to  nine  or  ten,  of 
which  he  remembered  the  names  perfectly  well  in  the 
fame  order  as  we  had  feen  them,  and  the  white  land,  or 
whtnnua  leatia,  was  the  laft.  He  enquired  frequently  how 
many  other  countries  we  fhould  meet  with  in  our  way  to 
England,  and  formed  a feparate  bundle  of  them,  which  he 
(hidied  every  day  with  equal  care  as  the  firfl.  The  tedi- 
oufncfs  of  this  part  of  our  voyage  probably  made  him  fo 
eager  to  'know  how  it  would  end and  the  fait  provifions, 
together  with  the  cold  climate,  contributed  to  difgufk  him. 
His  ufual  amufement  was  to  feparate  the  red  feathers  from 
the  aprons,  ufed  in  dancing,  which  he  had  purchafed  at 
Tonga-Tabboo,  and  to  join  eight  or  ten  of  them  together 
into  a little  tuft,  by  means  of  coco-nut  core.  The  rell  of 
his  time  he  palled  in  walking  on  deck,  vifiting  the  officers 
and  petty  officers,  and  warming  himfelf  by  the  fire  in  the 
captain’s  cabin.  We  took  this  opportunity  to  improve  in 
the  knowledge  of  his  language,  and,  by  degrees,  revifed 
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<hc  whole  vocabulary  which  wc  had  collected  at  the  Society 
Hies.  By  this  method  we  became  poflefled  of  a fund  of 
ufeful  intelligence  concerning  his  country  and  the  adjacent 
ifles,  which  led  us  to  make  many  enquiries  at  our  fubfc- 
quent  return  to  thofe  iflands. 

The  ice-fields  appeared,  in  different  parts  of  thehoiizon, 
about  us  on  the  t 5th  in  the  morning,  fo  that  we  were  in  a 
manner  embayed ; and,  as  wc  faw  no  pollibility  of  advanc- 
ing to  the  fouth,  wc  ran  to  the  N.  N.  E.  to  get  clear  of 
them.  The  weather,  which  was  already  foggy,  became 
thicker  towards  noon,  and  made  our  fituation,  amid  ft  a great 
number  of  floating  rocks  of  ice,  extremely  dangerous. 

About  one  o’clock,  whilft  the  people  were  at  dinner,  we 
were  alarmed  by  the  fudden  appearance  of  a large  ifland  of 
ice  juft  a head  of  us.  It  was  abfolutely  impoflible  cither 
to  wear  or  tack  the  fliip%  on  account  of  its  proximity,  and 
our  only  rcfource  was  to  keep  as  near  the  wind  as  poflillc, 
and  to  try  to  weather  the  danger.  We  were  in  the  moil 
dreadful  fufpenfe  for  a few  minutes,  and  though  we  fortu- 
nately fuccecded,  yet  the  fhip  paffed  within  her  own  length  to 
windward  of  it.  Notwithftanding  the  conftant  perils  to  which 
our  courfe  expofed  us  in  this  unexplored  ocean,  our  fliip's 
company  were  far  from  being  fo  uneafy  as  might  have  been 
expected  ; and,  as  in  battle  the  fight  of  death  becomes  fa- 
miliar and  often  unaffefting,  fo  here,  by  daily  experiencing 

* J.  e.  To  go  round  either  with  or  againft  the  wind. 
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tnJiutu.  fuch  hair-breadth  cfcapes,  we  paflcd  unconcernedly  on,  as 
it  the  waves,  the  winds,  and  rocks  of  ice  had  not  the  power 
to  hurt  us.  The  pieces  of  ice  had  a variety  of  fhapes,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  thofc  which  we  had  obferved  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Indian  Ocean  ; and  many  pyramids,  obe- 
lilks,  and  church- fpires  appeared  from  time  to  time.  Their 
height  was  not  much  inferior  to  that  which  we  had  obferv- 
ed among  the  firft  iflands  of  ice  in  1772;  and  many  like- 
wife  refembled  them  in  being  of  a great  extent  and  perfectly 
level  at  top. 

The  number  of  birds  which  we  had  hitherto  met  with 
on  our  paffage,  would  have  perfuaded  any  other  voyagers 
but  ourfelves  of  the  approach  of  land.  We  were,  however, 
fo  much  ufed  to  their  appearance  on  the  fea  at  prefent,  as 
never  once  to  form  any  expectation  of  difeovering  land 
from  that  circumftance.  Flocks  of  blue  petrels  and  pinta- 
das,  many  albatrofles,  with  now  and  then  a folitary  fkua 
had  attended  us  every  day  ; and  to  thefe,  fincc  our  approach 
to  the  ice,  we  could  join  the  fnowy  and  antarCtic  petrels  and 
the  fulmars.  However,  pinguins,  fea-weed,  or  feals,  had 
not  been  obferved  fince  the  loth. 

The  weather,  which  was  extremely  moift  and  difagree- 
ably  cold,  proved  unfavourable  to  the  doves  and  pigeons 
which  many  people  had  purchafed  at  the  Society  and  Friend- 
ly Iflands,  and  to  the  finging-birds  which  they  had  been  at 
great  pains  to  catch  alive  at  New  Zeeland.  We  bad  five  doves 

at 


_ Digitized  by  Google; 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


13  3 


at  our  departure  from  this  country,  all  which  died  one  af- 
ter another  before  the  1 6th  of  December,  being  much  more 
expofed  to  the  cold  in  our  cabins,  than  in  the  failors  births. 
The  thermometer  in  our  cabins  was  never  more  than  s deg. 
higher  than  in  the  open  air  on  deck,  and  their  fituation 
abreaft  of  the  main-mad,  where  the  ftrain  of  the  fhip  is 
greated,  expofed  them  to  currents  of  air,  and  made  them 
admit  water  like  Ccves. 

On  the  t6th,  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  the  17  th,  we 
hoifted  out  our  boats  and  collc&cd  fomc  loofc  pieces  of  ice 
to  fill  our  empty  calks  with  frefh  water.  The  ice  which 
we  picked  up  was  old  and  fpungy,  and  impregnated  with 
faline  particles,  from  having  long  been  in  a Hate  of  decay 
therefore  did  not  afford  us  very  good  water,  but  it  was 
drinkable,  particularly  if  we  let  the  pieces  of  ice  lie  on  deck 
for  fbme  time,  by  which  means  the  falt-water  was  almofl 
entirely  drained  off.  from  this  time  till  the  20th  we  faw 
no  birds  about  us,  which  difappeared  without  any  viftble 
caufe  ; but  on  that  day  fome  albatroffes  appeared  again. 

Having  left  the  ice  behind  which  obftructed  our  paffage, 
we  liad  gradually  advanced  to  the  fouthward  again,  that 
being  our  principal  object,  and  on  the  20th  in  the  after- 
noon, we  eroded  the  antarctic  circle  the  fecond  time  during 
our  voyage.  The  weather  was  wet  and  foggy,  ice  iflands 
were  numerous  around  us,  and  the  gale  was  very  brifk. 
Many  antardlic  petrels,  and  a whale  which  fpouted  up  the 
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»m-  water  near  us,  feemed  to  indicate  our  entrance  into  the 

December.  1 

frigid  zone.  At  night  two  feals  appeared,  which  we  had 
not  feen  for  fourteen  days  paft,  and  gave  fome  faint  hopes 
of  feeing  land  to  feveral  of  our  fhipmates  ; but  our  courfe 
difappointed  their  expectations,  by  continuing  within  the 
circle  as  far  as  6 7 0 1 2'  S.  lat.  for  feveral  days  following, 
jwdiy  On  the  23d  in  the  afternoon,  we  were  furrounded  with 

iflands  of  ice,  and  the  fea  was  in  a manner  covered  with 
fmall  fragments.  The  fhip  was  therefore  brought  to, 
the  boats  hoifted  out,  and  a great  quantity  of  good  ice 
taken  on  board.  The  birds  were  at  prefent  very  numerous 
about  us  again,  and  fome  antarCtic  and  other  petrels  were 
fhot  and  taken  up,  which  we  had  an  opportunity  of  draw- 
ing and  deferibing.  About  this  time  many  perfons  were 
afflicted  with  violent  rheumatic  pains,  head-aches,  fwelled 
. glands,  and  catarrhal  fevers,  which  fome  attributed  to  the 
ufe  of  ice-water.  My  father,  who  had  complained  of  a 
cold  for  feveral  days  paft,  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed  to- 
day, having  a fevere  rheumatifm  with  a fever.  His  com- 
plaint feemed  rather  to  arife  from  the  wretched  accommo- 
dations which  he  had  on  board,  every  thing  in  his  cabin 
rotting  in  the  wet  which  it  admitted,  and  being  mouldy. 
The  cold  was  fo  fenfible  there  this  day  in  particular,  that 
he  found  only  a difference  of  two  degrees  and  a half  be- 
tween the  thermometer  there,  and  that  upon  the  deck. 

After 
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After  hoifting  in  our  boats  we  made  fail  to  the  north- 
ward, as  much  as  a contrary  wind  permitted,  during  all 
the  night  and  the  next  day.  On  the  2 jth,  the  weather  was 
clear  and  fair,  but  the  wind  died  away  to  a perfeft  calm, 
upwards  of  ninety  large  ice  iflands  being  in  fight  at  noon. 
This  being  Chriftmasday,  the  captain  according  to  cuftom, 
invited  the  officers  and  mates  to  dinner,  and  one  of  the 
lieutenant’s  entertained  the  petty-officers.  The  failors 
feafted  on  a double  portion  of  pudding,  regaling  them- 
felves  with  the  brandy  of  their  allowance,  which  they  had 
faved  for  this  occafion  fome  months  before-hand,  being 
follicitous  to  get  very  drunk,  though  they  are  commonly 
follicitous  about  nothing  elfe.  The  fight  of  an  immenfc 
number  of  icy  mafles,  amongft  which  we  drifted  at  the 
mercy  of  the  current,  every  moment  in  danger  of  being 
daffied  to  pieces  againft  them,  could  not  deter  the  failors 
from  indulging  in  their  favourite  amufement.  As  long  as 
they  had  brandy  left,  they  would  perfift  to  keep  Chriflmas 
“ like  Chriftians,”  though  the  elements  had  confpired  to- 
gether for  their  deftruftion.  Their  long  acquaintance  with 
a fea-faring  life  had  inured  them  to  all  kinds  of  perils, 
and  their  heavy  labour,  with  the  inclemencies  of  weather, 
and  other  hardffiips,  making  their  mufcles  rigid  and  their 
nerves  obtufe,  had  communicated  infenfibility  to  the  mindi 
It  will  cafily  be  conceived,  that  as  they  do  not  feel  for 
chemfclves  fufficicntly  to  provide  for  their  own  fafety,  they 

mull 
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mud  be  incapable  of  feeling  for  others.  Subjcited  to  a very 
flridt  command,  they  alfo  exercife  a tyrannical  fway  over 
thofe  whom  fortune  places  in  their  power.  Accullomed  to 
face  an  enemy,  they  breathe  nothing  but  war.  By  force 
of  habit  even  killing  is  become  fo  much  their  paflion,  that 
we  have  fecn  many  inflances  during  our  voyage,  where 
they  have  expreffed  a horrid  eagernefs  to  fire  upon  the  na- 
tives on  the  flighted  pretences.  Their  way  of  life  in 
general  prevents  their  enjoying  domeftic  comforts  j and 
grofs  animal  appetites  fill  the  place  of  purer  affections. 

At  laft,  cxtin&  each  facial  feeling,  fell 

And  joylefs  inhumanity  pervades 

And  petrifies  the  heart.——  Thompson. 

Though  they  arc  members  of  a civilized  fociety,  they 
may  in  fome  mcafurc  be  locked  upon  as  a body  of  un- 
civilized men,  rough,  paflionatc,  revengeful,  but  likewife 
brave,  finccre,  and  true  to  each  other. 

At  noon  the  obfervation  of  the  fun’s  altitude  determined 
our  latitude  to  be  6 6°  2 s'  fouth,  fo  that  we  were  juft  re- 
turned out  of  the  antardlic  circle.  We  had  fcarcely  any 
night  during  our  flay  in  the  frigid  zone,  fo  that  I find 
fcvcral  articles  in  my  father’s  journal,  written  by  the  light 
of  the  fun,  within  a few  minutes  before  the  hour  of  mid- 
night. The  fun’s  flay  below  the  horizon  was  fo  very 
fhort  this  night  likewife,  that  we  had  a very  ftrong  twilight 
all  the  time.  Mahine  was  flruck  with  the  greateft  aftonifh- 
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ment  at  this  phenomenon,  and  would  fcarcely  believe  his 
fenfe3.  All  our  endeavours  to  explain  it  to  him  mifcarried, 
and  he  allured- us  he  defpaired  of  finding  belief  among 
his  countrymen,  when  he  Ihould  come  back  to  recount  the 
wonders  of  .petrified  rain,  and  of  perpetual  day.  The  firft 
Venetians  who  explored  the  northern  extremes  of  the  Eu- 
ropean continent,  were  equally  furprifed  at  the  continual 
appearance  of  the  fun  above  the  horizon,  and  relate  that 
they  could  only  diilinguilh  day  from  night,  by  the  inftindt 
of  the  fea-fowl,  which  went  to  roolt  on  fhore,  for  the  fpace 
of  four  hours  *.  As  we  were  in  all  likelihood  far  diftant 
from  any  land,  this  indication  failed  us,  and  we  have  often 
obferved  numerous  birds  on  the  wing  about  us  all  the 
night,  and  particularly  great  flocks  of  different  fpecies,  fo 
late  as  eleven  o’clock. 

At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  counted  one  hundred  and  five 
large  mafles  of  ice  around  us  from  the  deck,  the  weather 
continuing  very  clear,  fair,  and  perfectly  calm.  Towards 
noon  the  next  day  wc  were  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation,  with 
a very  drunken  crew,  and  from  the  mail-head  obferved 
o ne  hundred  and  fixty-cight  iceiflands,  fomc  of  which  were 
half  a mile  long,  and  none  lefs  than  the  hull  of  the  fhip. 

• Pietro  Quirino  failed  in  April  1+3',  and  was  mifcrably  (hipwreclced  at  the 
ille  of  Roeft  or  Ruftcn,  on  the  coaft  of  Norway,  under  the  polar  circle,  in  Ja- 
nuary 1432,— See  Navigation!  et  Viaggi  raccolti  da  G.  B.  Ramufio.  Venet. 
IJ74.  vol.  II.  p.  204,  no. 
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OicSun’iB.  T^e  whole  fcene  looked  like  the  wrecks  of  a fliattercd 
world,  or  as  the  poets  deferibe  fome  regions  of  hell ; an 
idea  which  (truck  us  the  more  forcibly,  as  execrations, 
oaths,  and  curfcs  re-echoed  about  us  on  all  (ides. 

Motdijr,?.  A faint  breeze  fprung  up  in  the  afternoon,  with  which 
we  made  flow  advances  to  the  northward,  the  number  of 
ice  iflands  decreafing  in  proportion  as  we  receded  from  the 
antartftic  circle.  About  four  the  next  morning,  we  hoillcd 
out  our  boats,  and  took  in  a frelh  proviflon  of  ice.  The 
weather  changed  foon  after,  the  wind  coming  about  to 
the  north-eaftward,  which  brought  on  much  fnow  and 
fleet.  My  father,  and  twelve  other  perfons  were  again  much 
aflliifled  with  rheumatic  pains,  and  confined  to  their  beds. 
The  feurvy  did  not  yet  appear  under  any  dangerous  form 
in  the  (hip,  and  all  thofe  who  had  any  flight  fymptoms- 
of  it,  amongft  whom  I was  one,  drank  plentifully  of  the 
frefh  wort,  quite  warm,  twice  a day,  and  abfiained  as  much 
as  pofliblc  from  falt-diet.  A general  languor  and  fickly 
look  however,  manifefted  itfelf  in  almoft  every  perfon’s 
face,  which  threatened  us  with  more  dangerous  confe- 
quences.  Captain  Cook  himfclf  was  likewife  pale  and  lean, 
entirely  loft  his  appetite,  and  laboured  under  a perpetual 
coftivencfs. 

»77«.  We  advanced  to  the  northward  as  much  as  the  winds 

January* 

Saturday ,.  would  permit  us,  and  loft  fight  of  the  ice  on  the  firft  of 
Tuetday 4.  January  1774,  in  S9°  7' S.  latitude.  On  the  4th,  the 

wind 


Digitized  by  Goo; 


;le 


A VO  AGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

•wind  blowing  from  the  wellward  was  very  boiflerous,  and 
obliged  us  to  keep  all  our  fails  double-reefed  ; the  fea  ran 
high,  and  the  fhip  worked  very  heavily,  rolling  violently 
from  fide  to  fide.  This  continued  till  the  6 th  at  noon, 
when,  having  reached  5 1 ° of  S.  latitude,  we  bore  away 
from  the  wind,  to  the  N.  N.  E.  We  were  now  within  a 
few  degrees  of  the  track  which  we  had  made  in  June  and 
July  lad,  in  going  from  New  Zeeland  to  Talieitec,  and  had 
directed  our  courfe  towards  it,  in  order  to  leave  no  con- 
fiderable  part  of  this  great  ocean  unexplored.  As  far  as 
we  had  hitherto  advanced,  we  had  found  no  land,  not  even 
indications  of  land  ; our  firft  track  had  croflM  the  South 
Sea  in  the  middle  latitudes,  or  between  40  and  5 o degrees. 
In  our  courfe  till  Chriftmas,  we  had  explored  the  greateft 
part  of  it  between  60  degrees  and  the  antardlic  circle  ; and 
the  prefent  courfe  to  the  northward  had  eroded  the  fpace 
between  the  two  former  runs.  If  any  land  has  efcapcd  us, 
it  mull  be  an  illand,  whofe  dillance  from  Europe,  and 
fituation  in  an  uncouth  climate  cannot  make  it  valuable 
to  this  country.  It  is  obvious  that  to  fearch  a fca  of  fuch 
extent  as  the  South  Sea,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  the  exift- 
cnce,  or  non-cxillcnce  of  a fmall  illand,  would  require  many 
voyages  in  numberlefs  different  tracks,  and  cannot  be  cf- 
fedted  in  a fingle  expedition.  But  it  is  fufficient  for  us, 
to  have  proved  that  no  large  land  or  continent  exifts  in  the 
Z z z 2 South 
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South  Sea  within  the  temperate  zone,  and  that  if  it  exifts  at 
all,  we  have  at  leaft  confined  it  within  the  antardlic  circle. 

The  long  continuance  in  tbefe  cold  climates  began  now 
to  hang  heavily  on  our  crew,  efpccially  as  it  banithed  all 
hope  of  returning  home  this  year,  which  had  hitherto  fup- 
ported  their  fpirits.  At  firft  a painful  defpondcncc,  owing 
to  the  dreary  profpect  of  another  year’s  cruize  to  the  South, 
feemed  painted  in  every  countenance  ■,  till  by  degrees  they 
refigned  themfelves  to  their  fate,  with  a kind  of  fullen  in- 
difference. It  mud  be  owned  however,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  dejedting  than  the  entire  ignorance  of  our  future 
deftination,  which,  without  any  apparent  reafon,  was  con- 
flantly  kept  a fecret  to  every  perfon  in  the  fiiip. 

We  now  Rood  to  the  north- eallward  for  a few  days,  till 
we  came  fo  far  as  47 0 5 2'  fouth  latitude,  where  the  ther- 
mometer rofe  to  s 2 degrees.  On  that  day,  which  was  the 
1 1 th,  at  noon,  the  courfe  was  diredted  to  the  S.  E.  again, 
though  this  frequent  and  fudden  change  of  climate  could 
not  fail  of  proving  very  hurtful  to  our  health  in  general. 
On  the  ijth  the  wind  encreafed  very  much,  and  in  a fhort 
time  blew  a tempeftuous  gale,  which  took 

■ ■ ■ the  ruffian  billows  by  the  top 

Curling  their  monftrous  heads  and  hanging  them 

With  deaf  ’ning  clamours  in  the  flippery  ihrouds.  Shakcskearz. 

At  nine  o’clock  a huge  mountainous  wave  flruck  the  Ihip 
on  the  beam,  and  filled  the  decks  with  a deluge  of  water. 

It 
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It  poured  through  the  fky-light  over  our  heads,  and  ex- 
tinguiflred  the  candle,  leaving  us  for  a moment  in  doubr, 
whether  we  were  not  entirely  overwhelmed  and  finking  in- 
to theabyfs.  Every  thing  was  afloat  in  my  father’s  cabin, 
and  his  bed  was  thoroughly  foaked.  His  rheumatifm,  which 
had  now  afllifled  him  above  a fortnight,  was  fiill  fo  violent 
as  to  have  almoft  deprived  him  of  the  ufc  of  his  legs,  and 
his  pains  redoubled  in  the  morning.  Our  fituation  at  pre- 
fent  was  indeed  very  difmal,  even  to  thofe  who  preferved 
the  blefling  of  health ; to  the  fick,  whofe  crippled  limbs 
were  tortured  with  exceflive  pain,  it  was  infupportable. 
The  ocean  about  us  had  a furious  afpedf,  and  feemed  in- 
ccnfed  at  the  prefumption  of  a few  intruding  mortals.  A 
gloomy  melancholy  air  loured  on  the  brows  of  our  fhip- 
mates,  and  a dreadful  filence  reigned  amongft  us.  Salt 
meat,  our  conftant  diet,  was  become  loathfome  to  all,  and 
even  to  thofe  who  had  been  bred  to  a nautical  life  from 
their  tender  years  : the  hour  of  dinner  was  hateful  to  us, 
for  the  well  known  fmell  of  the  vi&uals  had  no  fooncr 
reached  our  nofe,  than  we  found  it  impoflible  to  partake  of 
them  with  a hearty  appetite. 

It  will  appear  from  hence  that  this  voyage  was  not  to  be 
compared  to  any  preceding  one,  for  the  multitude  of  hard- 
fhips  and  diftrelTes  which  attended  it.  Our  prcdeceflbrs  in 
the  South  Sea  had  always  navigated  within  the  tropic,  or 
at  lead  in  the  bell  parts  of  the  temperate  zone;  they  had 
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almoft  conftantly  enjoyed  mild  cafy  weather,  and  failed  in 
fight  of  lands,  which  were  never  fo  wretchedly  deflitute  as 
not  to  afford  them  refrcfhments  from  time  to  time.  Such 
a voyage  would  have  been  merely  a party  of  pleafure  to 
us  ; continually  entertained  with  new  and  often  agreeable 
objects,  our  minds  would  have  been  at  cafe,  our  convcrfa- 
tion  cheerful,  our  bodies  healthy,  and  our  whole  fituation 
defirable  and  happy.  Ours  was  jufl  the  reverfeof  this;  our 
fouthern  cruizes  were  uniform  and  tedious  in  the  higheft 
degree ; the  ice,  the  fogs,  the  ftorms  and  ruffled  furface  of 
the  fea  formed  a difagrecable  fccnc,  which  was  feldom 
cheered  by  the  reviving  beams  of  the  fun  •,  the  climate  was 
rigorous  and  our  food  detcflablc.  In  fhort,  we  rather  ve- 
getated  than  lived  ; we  withered,  and  became  indifferent  to 
all  that  animates  the  foul  at  other  times.  We  facrificed 
our  health,  our  feelings,  our  enjoyments,  to  the  honour  of 
purfuing  a track  unattempted  before.  This  was  indeed  as 
the  poet  fays, 

propter  vitam  vivendi  perdcrc  caufas.  Juvenal. 

The  crew  were  as  much  diftreffed  as  the  officers,  from 
another  caufe.  Their  bifeuit,  which  had  been  forted  at 
New  Zeeland,  baked  over  again,  and  then  packed  up,  was 
now  in  the  fame  decayed  flatc  as  before.  This  was  owing 
partly  to  the  revifal,  which  had  been  fo  rigorous,  that 
many  a bad  bifeuit  was  preferved  among  thofc  that  were 
eatable,  and  partly  to  the  neglcdt  of  the  calks,  which  had 
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not  been  fuflicicntly  fumigated  and  dried.  Of  this  rotten 
bread  the  people  only  received  two  thirds  of  their  ufual 
allowance,  from  oeconomical  principles ; but,  as  that  por- 
tion is  hardly  fulficient,  fuppofing  it  to  be  all  eatable,  it 
was  far  from  being  fo  when  nearly  one  half  of  it  was  rot- 
ten. However,  they  continued  in  that  diftrefsful  fituation 
till  this  day,  when  the  firft  mate  came  to  the  captain  and 
complained  bitterly  that  he  and  the  people  had  not  where* 
with  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  the  ftomach,  producing,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  rotten  and  (linking  remains  of  his  bif— 
cuit.  Upon  this  the  crew  were  put  to  full  allowance. 
The  captain  feemed  to  recover  again  as  we  advanced  to  the. 
fouthward,  but  all  thofe  who  were  afflicted  with  rheuma- 
tifms  continued  as  much  indifpofed  as  ever. 

The  firft  ice  iflands  which  we  met  with  on  this  run  were 
in  62°  jo'  fouth,  on  the  20th,  but  they  did  not  accumu- 
late in  number  in  proportion  to  our  progrefs,  fo  that  we 
crofted  the  antarftic  circle  again  on  the  26th,  without  fee- 
ing more  than  a few  folitary  pieces.  On  that  day  we  were 
amufed  with  the  appearance  of  land  ; for  after  ftanding  on 
towards  it  for  fome  hours,  it  vanilhed  in  clouds.  The  next 
day,  at  noon,  we  were  in  67’  52  fouth;  confequently  to  the. 
fouthward  of  any  of  our  former  tracks,  and  met  with  no  •• 
ice  to  ftop  us.  The  blue  petrels,  the  little  dorm  petrels, , 
and  the  pintadas  ftill  accompanied  us,  but  albatroflcs  had 
left  us  fome  time  ago.  We  were  now  once  more  in  the 

regions 


>77!- 

January. 

VI 


Tburfday  s#» 


Wcdae£l. 


Tburfday  *7*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


S 44 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


«7-«- 

January. 

o 


fridiy  *8. 


regions  of  perpetual  day  *,  and  had  funfliine  at  the  hour  of 
midnight. 

On  the  28th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  parted  a large  bed  of 
broken  ice,  hoifted  out  the  boats,  and  took  up  a great 
quantity,  which  afforded  a feafonable  fupply  of  frefh  water. 
At  midnight  the  thermometer  was  not  lower  than  34’,  and 
the  next  morning  we  enjoyed  the  mildeft  funfhine  we  had 
ever  experienced  in  the  frigid  zone.  My  father  therefore 
ventured  upon  deck  for  the  firft  time  after  a month’s  con- 
finement. 

We  now  entertained  hopes  of  penetrating  to  the  fouth  as 
far  as  other  navigators  have  done  towards  the  north  poles 
but  on  the  30th,  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we 
difeovered  a folid  ice-field  of  immenfe  extent  before  us, 
which  bore  from  E.  to  W.  A bed  of  fragments  floated  all 
round  this  field,  which  feemed  to  be  raifed  feveral  feet  high 
above  the  level  of  the  water.  A vaft  number  of  icy  mafles, 
forne  of  a very  great  height,  were  irregularly  piled  up  upon 
it,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Our  latitude  was  at  this 
time  71°  1 o'  fouth,  confequently  lefs  than  1 9 deg.  from 
the  pole  ; but  as  it  was  importable  to  proceed  farther,  we 

put  the  {hip  about,  well  fatisfied  with  our  perilous  expedi- 

tion, and  almoft  perfuaded  thaf  no  navigator  will  care  to 
come  after,  and  much  lefs  attempt  to  pafs  beyond  us. 

* In  the  frozen  zone,  where  the  fun  remains  fix  months  above  and  fix 

months  below  the  horizon,  dividing  the  year  into  one  long  day  and  night. 
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Our  longitude  at  this  time  was  nearly  io6°  W.  The 
thermometer  here  was  at  3 2°,  and  a great  many  pin- 
guins  were  heard  croaking  round  us,  but  could  not  be  feen 
on  account  of  the  foggy  weather  which  immediately  fuc- 
cceded. 

As  often  as  we  had  hitherto  penetrated  to  the  fouthward, 
we  had  met  ■with  no  land,  but  been  flopped  fooner  or  later 
by  a folid  ice-field,  which  extended  before  us  as  far  as  we 
could  fee.  At  the  fame  time  we  had  always  found  the 
winds  moderate  and  frequently  eafterly  in  thefe  high  lati- 
tudes, in  the  fame  manner  as  they  are  faid  to  be  in  the 
northern  frozen  zone.  From  thefe  circumftances  my  fa- 
ther has  been  led  to  fuppofe,  that  all  the  fouth  pole,  to  the 
diftancc  of  20  degrees,  more  or  lefs,  is  covered  with  folid 
ice,  of  which  only  the  extremities  are  annually  broken  by 
florms,  confumed  by  the  aftion  of  the  fun,  and  regenerated 
in  winter. 

— ■■  flat  glacies  iners 
Menfcs  per  omnes.  IIorat, 

This  opinion  is  the  lefs  exceptionable,  fince  there  feems  to 
be  no  abfolute  ncceflity  for  the  cxiftcnce  of  land  towards 
the  formation  of  ice  *,  and  becaufe  we  have  little  rcafon  to 
fuppofe  that  there  adlually  is  any  land  of  confiderable  ex- 
tent in  the  frigid  zone. 

We  ran  to  the  northward  with  moderate  winds  till  the 
Jth  of  February,  when  we  got  a fine  frelh  breeze  after  a 

• See  vol,  I.  page  95, 
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fliort  calm.  The  day  after  it  fluffed  to  S.  E.  and  frefhencd 
fo  as  to  blow  very  hard  at  night,  and  fplit  fevcral  fails.  As 
it  was  favourable  for  the  purpofe  of  advancing  to  the 
northward,  the  only  circumftance  that  afforded  us  comfort, 
tve  were  far  from  being  concerned  at  its  violence,  and  in 
the  nest  twenty-four  hours  made  upwards  of  three  degrees 
of  latitude.  The  fame  gale  affifted  us  till  the  1 ath,  when 
we  obferved  the  latitude  to  be  50°  iy'  fouth,  our  thermo- 
meter being  once  more  returned  to  the  milder  temperature 
of  48  degrees.  We  were  now  told  that  we  fhould  fpend 
the  winter  feafon,  which  was  coming  on  apace,  among  the 
tropical  iflands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
wc  had  paffed  that  immediately  preceding.  The  profpeft 
of  making  new  difeoveries,  and  of  enjoying  the  excellent 
refrefliments  which  thofe  iflands  afford,  entirely  revived 
our  hopes,  and  made  us  look  on  our  continuance  on  the 
weftern  fide  of  Cape  Horne  with  fomc  degree  of  fatis- 
fadlion. 

A great  number  of  our  people  were  however  afflicted 
with  very  fevere  rheumatic  pains,  which  deprived  them  of 
the  ufe  of  their  limbs  ; but  their  fpirits  were  fo  low,  that 
they  had  no  fever.  Though  the  ufe  of  that  excellent  pro- 
pliyladtic  the  four  krout,  prevented  the  appearance  of  the 
feurvy  during  all  the  cold  weather,  yet  being  made  of 
cabbage,  it  is  not  fo  nutritive  that  we  could  live  upon  it 
without  the  afliflance  of  bifeuit  and  falt-bccf.  But  the 
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former  of  thefe  being  rotten,  and  the  oilier  almoll  con- 
fumed  by  the  fait,  it  is  obvious  that  no  wholefome  juices 
could  be  fccreted  from  thence,  which  might  have  kept  the 
body  llrong  and  vigorous.  Under  thefe  difficulties  all  our 
patients  recovered  very  flowly,  having  nothing  to  redo  re 
their  ftrength ; and  my  father,  who  had  been  in  exquifitc 
torments  during  the  greateft  part  of  our  foutliern  cruize, 
was  afllitfled  with  tooth-aches,  fwelled  checks,  fore-throat, 
and  univerfal  pain  till  the  middle  of  February,  when  he 
ventured  on  deck  perfetflly  emaciated.  The  warm  w'eather 
which  was  beneficial  to  him,  proved  fatal  to  captain  Cook's 
conftitution.  The  difappcarance  of  his  bilious  complaint 
during  our  laft  puffi  to  the  fouth,  had  not  been  fo  finccre, 
as  to  make  him  recover  his  appetite.  The  return  to  the 
north  therefore  brought  on  a dangerous  obftruftion,  which 
the  captain  very  unfortunately  flighted,  and  concealed  from 
every  perfon  in  the  fliip,  at  the  fame  time  endeavouring  to 
get  the  better  of  it  by  taking  hardly  any  fuftenancc.  This 
proceeding,  inftcad  of  removing,  cncreafed  the  evil,  his 
ftomach  being  already  weak  enough  before.  He  was  af- 
flifled  with  violent  pains,  which  in  the  fpace  of  a few  days 
confined  him  to  his  bed,  and  forced  him  to  have  rccourfe 
to  medicines.  He  took  a purge,  but  inftcad  of  producing 
the  defired  effeft,  it  caufed  a violent  vomiting,  which  was 
affifted  immediately  by  proper  emetics.  All  attempts  how- 
ever to  procure  a paflage  through  his  bowels  were  inef- 
• 4 A 2 feftual  5 
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fetflual ; his  food  and  medicines  were  thrown  up,  and  in  a 
few  days  a moll  dreadful  hiccough  appeared,  which  laded 
for  upwards  of  twenty-four  hours,  with  fuch  adonilhing 
violence  that  his  life  was  entirely  dcfpaired  of.  Opiates 
and  glyders  had  no  efletd,  till  repeated  hot  baths,  and 
pladers  of  tlieriaca  applied  on  his  domacli,  had  relaxed  his 
body  and  intedines.  This  however,  was  not  effected  till 
he  had  Iain  above  a week  in  the  mod  imminent  danger. 
Our  fervant  fell  ill  about  the  fame  time  with  the  captain, 
of  the  fame  diforder,  and  narrowly  efcaped,  but  continued 
weak  and  unfcrviceable  the  greated  part  of  our  cruize 
between  the  tropics. 

During  this  time  we  advanced  to  the  northward  very 
fad,  fo  that  on  the  aid  we  reached  3 <5°  to  S.  latitude, 
where  the  albatroflcs  left  us.  Our  longitude  being  about 
94  ■.  degrees  wed  from  Greenwich,  wc  deered  to  the  fouth- 
wedward,  in  quell  of  a fuppofed  difeovery  of  Juan  Fer- 
nandez, which,  according  to  Juan  Luis  Arias,  a Spaniflx 
author,  is  faid  to  lie  in  40°  fouth  latitude,  and  by  Mr. 
Dalrymple’s  chart  in  900  wed  from  London*.  We  dood 
on  to  the  wedward  till  the  25th  at  noon,  where  being  in 
3 7 0 s 0 S.  and  about  1 o 1 0 W.  and  feeing  no  figns  of 
land,  we  altered  our  courfe  fomething  to  the  northward. 
The  dangerous  fituation  of  captain  Cook,  was  perhaps  the 
reafon,  why  our  track  was  not  continued  farther  to  the 

* Sec  Mr.  Dalrymplc’3  Hi  ft  or  ic  4]  Collc&ioa,  vol.  I.  p.  53,  and  the  Chart. 
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fouth,  fo  as  to  put  this  matter  entirely  out  of  doubt  for  the 
future.  It  was  indeed  of  the  utmoft  importance  at  prefent, 
to  haften  to  a place  of  rcfrelhmcnt,  that  being  the  only 
chance  to  preferve  his  life. 

On  the  26  th,  captain  Cook  felt  fome  relief  from  the 
medicines  which  had  been  adminiftcrcd  to  him,  and  during 
the  three  following  days,  recovered  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to 
fit  up  fometimes,  and  take  a little  foup.  Next  to  Providence 
it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  fkill  of  our  furgeon,  Mr.  Patton, 
that  he  recovered  to  profccute  the  remaining  part  of  our 
voyage,  with  the  fame  fpirit  with  which  it  had  hitherto 
been  carried  on.  The  care  and  afliduity  with  which  this 
worthy  man,  watched  him  during  his  whole  illnefs,  cannot 
be  fufliciently  extolled,  as  all  our  hopes  of  future  difeoveries,. 
as  well  as  union  in  the  fhip,  depended  folely  on  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  captain.  The  furgeon’s  extreme  attention 
however,  had  nearly  coft  him  his  own  life.  Having  taken, 
no  reft  for  many  nights  together,  and  feldotp  venturing  to 
fleep  an  hour  by  day,  he  was  fo  much  exhaufted,  that  we 
trembled  for  his  life,  upon  which  that  of  almoft  every  man 
in  the  fliip  in  great  meafure  depended.  He  was  taken  ill 
with  a bilious  diforder,  which  was  dangerous  on  account 
of  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  his  ftomach,  and  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  if  we  had  not  fpcedily  fallen  in  with  land, 
from  whence  we  colle&ed  fome  flight  refrdhmcnts,  he  muft 
have  fallen  a facriflcc  to  that  rigorous  pcrfcvcrance  and 
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extreme  pun&uality  with  which  he  difeharged  the  fcveral 
duties  of  his  profeffion. 

We  had  eafterly  winds  ever  fince  the  2 ad  of  February, 
which  was  probably  owing  to  the  fituation  of  the  fun,  Rill 
continuing  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere.  The  weather  was 
warm  and  comfortable  again,  the  thermometer  being  at 
7 o degrees ; and  fome  grey  terns  were  feen  from  time  to 
time,  which  according  to  our  friend  Mahine’s  account, 
never  went  to  a great  diftancc  from  land.  On  the  firft  of 
March,  fome  bonitos  appeared  fwiftly  fwimming  pad  the 
Ihip,  and  the  next  day,  being  in  30;.  degrees  of  latitude,  wc 
faw  tropic  birds  again. 

The  feurvy  now  appeared  with  very  ftrong  fymptoms  in 
the  fliip,  and  I was  particularly  afilidled  with  it.  Ex- 
cruciating pains,  livid  blotches,  rotten  gums,  and 
fwellcd  legs,  brought  me  extremely  low  in  a few  days,  al- 
moft  before  I was  aware  of  the  diforder ; and  my  ftomach 
being  very  weak,  through  abftinence  from  an  unwholefomc 
and  loathed  diet,  I could  not  take  the  wort  in  fuflicient 
quantity  to  remove  my  complaint.  The  fame  cafe  exifted 
with  regard  to  a number  of  other  people,  who  crawled 
about  the  decks  with  the  greateft  difficulty. 

We  had  almoft  calm  weather  from  the  3d  to  the  6th,  the 
fky  was  clear,  and  the  warmth  and  ferenity  of  the  weather 
remarkably  pleafing ; but  we  were  impatient  to  proceed  to 
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a place  of  refrclhment,  and  this  delay  ill  fuited  with  our  hu» 
wiflies. 

On  the  5th,  at  night,  we  faw  fome  towering  clouds  and 
a haze  on  the  horizon  to  the  fouthward,  from  whence  we 
hoped  for  a fair  wind.  Already,  during  night,  we  had 
fome  fmart  fliowers,  and  at  eight  o’clok  the  next  morning 
we  faw  the  furfacc  of  the  fca  curled  to  the  fouth-eadward, 
upon  which  we  trimmed  our  fails,  and  advanced  again 
with  a fair  wind.  The  next  morning  four  large  albecores  Monday  r. 
were  caught,  the  lead  of  which  weighed  twenty-three 
pounds.  They  afforded  us  a mod  delicious  repad,  it  being 
now  an  hundred  days  ftnee  we  had  taded  any  frefh  fifh. 
Shearwaters,  terns,  noddies,  gannets,  and  men  of  war 
birds  appeared  numerous  about  us,  hunting  the  ffioals  of 
flying-fiflr  which  our  fliip,  the  bonitos,  albecores,  and  dol- 
phins had  frightened  out  of  the  water. 

We  reached  the  27  th  degree  of  S.  latitude  on  the  8th  at  rMa^t. 
noon,  and  then  draped  our  courfc  due  wed  in  fearch  of 
Easter  Island,  difeovered  by  Jacob  Roggewein  in  1722, 
and  fince  vifited  by  the  Spaniards  in  1770*,  who  gave  it 
the  name  of  St.  Charles’s  Idand.  On  the  10th,  in  the  Tiiortaay  1*. 
morning,  the  birds  of  the  grey  tern-kind  were  innu- 
merable about  us,  whild  we  advanced  at  the  rate  of  feven 
miles  an  hour.  We  lay  to  during  night,  being  apprehen- 

• See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Hiftorical  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  II.  pag.  85 ; 
all'o  his  letter  to  Dr.  Hawltcfwortb,  177^ 
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five  of  falling  in  with  the  land,  which  we  actually  difeover- 
ed  at  five  o’clock  the  next  morning.  The  joy  which  this 
fortunate  event  fpread  on  every  countenance  is  fcarcely  to 
be  deferibed.  We  had  been  an  hundred  and  three  days 
out  of  fight  of  land  ■,  and  the  rigorous  weather  to  the  fouth, 
the  fatigues  of  continual  attendance  during  llorms,  or 
amidft  dangerous  maffes  of  ice,  the  fudden  changes  of 
climate,  and  the  long  continuance  of  a noxious  diet,  all 
together  had  emaciated  and  worn  out  our  crew.  The  ex- 
pectation of  a fpeedy  end  to  their  fufferings,  and  the  hope 
of  finding  the  land  flocked  with  abundance  of  fowls  and 
planted  with  fruits,  according  to  the  accounts  of  the  Dutch 
navigator,  now  filled  them  with  uncommon  alacrity  and 
cheer fulncfs. 

E I’uno  a*l  akro  il  moftra,  e in  tanto  obiia 

La  nuia,  e *1  mal  tie  Ja  pa  flat*  via.  Tasjo. 

We  advanced  but  flowly  towards  the  land  by  day,  to  the 
great  difappointment  of  all  on  board,  who  became  more 
eager  in  proportion  as  new  difficulties  arofe  to  prolong 
their  diftrtffes.  The  land  appeared  of  a moderate  height, 
and  divided  into  fcvcral  hills,  which  gently  Hoped  from 
their  fummits  ; its  extent  did- not  feem  to  be  confiderable, 
and  we  were  at  too  great  a diftance  to  be  able  to  form  any 
conjecture  as  to  its  productions.  The  next  morning  we 
were  becalmed  within  five  leagues  of  the  ifland,  which  had 
then  a black  and  fomewhat  difagreeable  appearance.  We 
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amufed  ourfelves  with  catching  fharks,  fcveral  of  which  m'Vch. 
fwam  about  the  (hip,  and  eagerly  fwallowed  the  hook, 
which  was  baited  with  fait  pork  or  beef.  In  the  afternoon 
a breeze  fprung  up,  with  which  we  flood  towards  the  fhorc, 
in  great  hopes  of  reaching  an  anchoring-place  before  night. 

The  land  did  not  look  very  promiflng  as  we  advanced,  there 
being  little  verdure,  and  fcarcely  any  bulhes  upon  it ; but 
to  us  who  had  lingered  fo  long  under  all  the  diftreffes  of  a 
tedious  cruize  at  fea,  the  moft  barren  rock  would  have  been 
a welcome  fight.  In  our  way  we  perceived  a great  num- 
ber of  black  pillars  Handing  upright,  near  two  hummocks, 
and  in  different  groups.  They  feemed  to  be  the  fame  which 
Roggcwcin’s  people  took  for  idols* ■,  but  we  guefled  already, 
at  that  time,  that  they  were  fuch  monuments,  in  memory 
of  file  dead,  as  the  Taheitians  and  other  people  in  the  South 
Seas  ereft  near  their  burying- places,  and  call  E-Tee. 

The  wind,  which  was  contrary  and  very  faint,  the  ap- 
proach of  night,  and  the  want  of  an  anchoring-place  on 
the  call  fide  of  the  ifland,  difappointed  us  once  more,  and 
forced  us  to  pafs  another  night  under  fail,  during  which 
we  faw  fcveral  fires  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  pillars 
above-mentioned.  The  Dutch,  who  likewife  obferved  them, 
called  them  facrificcs  to  the  idols ; but  it  feems  to  be  more 
probable  that  they  were  only  lighted  to  drefs  the  food  of 
the  natives. 

* See  Mr.  Dairy  tuple's  Hilloiical  Collection  of  Voyages,  &c.  vol.  II.  p.  0 r • 
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Wc  pafTcd  the  night  in  making  feveral  trips,  in  order  to 
keep  to  windward  of  the  ifland  and  as  near  it  as  poflible, 
refolving  to  purfue  our  fearch  of  anchorage  the  next  day. 
In  the  mean  time  we  reflected  on  the  excellent  means  of  af- 
certaining  the  longitude,  with  winch  our  fhip  had  been 
furnifhed,  and  which  had  carried  us  cxaeftly  to  this-  irtand, 
though  feveral  former  navigators,  fuch  as  Byron,  Carteret, 
and  Bougainville  had  miffed  it,  after  taking  their  departure 
from  iflands  at  fo  fhort  a dirtance  from  it  as  thofe  of  Juan 
Fernandez  *.  Captain  Carteret  it  feems  was  only  milled  by 
an  erroneous  latitude  in  the  geographical  tables  which  he 
confulted  j but  this  could  not  be  the  cafe  with  the  reft. 
We  had  the  greateft  reafon  to  admire  the  ingenious  con- 
Aruftion  of  the  two  watches  which  we  had  on  board,  one 
executed  by  Mr.  Kendal,  exactly  after  the  model  of  that 
made  by  Mr.  Harrifon,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Arnold  on  his 
own  plan,  both  which  went  with  great  regularity.  The  laft 
was  unfortunately  flopped  immediately  after  our  departure 
from  New  Zeeland  in  June  1773,  but  the  other  went  till 
our  return  to  England,  and  gave  general  fatisfatftion.  It 
appears,  however,  that  in  a long  run  the  obfervations  of 
diftances  of  the  moon  from  the  fun  orflars,  are  more  to  be 
depended  upon,  if  they  be  made  with  good  inftruments, 
than  the  watches  or  time-keepers,  which  frequently  change 
their  rates  of  going.  The  method  of  deducing  the  longitude 

• Juan  Fernandez,  properly  fo  called  or  la  de  Tierra,  and  la  Mai  a fucra. 
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from  the  diftances  of  the  fun  and  moon,  or  moon  and  liars, 
one  of  the  molt  valuable  acquilitions  to  the  art  of  naviga- 
tion, mull  immortalize  its  firft  inventors.  Tobias  Mayer, 
a German,  and  profeflbr  at  Gottingen,  was  the  firfl  who  un- 
dertook the  laborious  talk  of  calculating  tables  for  this 
purpofe,  for  which  his  heirs  received  a parliamentary  re- 
ward. Since  his  death  the  method  was  fo  much  facilitated 
by  additional  calculations,  that  the  longitude  will  perhaps 
never  be  determined  with  greater  preciGon  at  fea  by  any 
other  means. 

The  latitude  of  Ealler  Illand  correfponds  within  a minute 
or  two  with  that  which  is  marked  in  admiral  Roggewcin’s 
own  MS.  journal  *,  and  his  longitude  is  only  one  degree  er- 
roneous, our  obfervations  having  afeertained  it  in  109°  46' 
well  from  Greenwich.  TheSpanilh  accounts  of  the  latitude 
are  likewife  cxaift,  but  they  err  in  longitude  about  thirty 
leagues. 

• Set  the  Lives  of  the  Governors  of  Batavia. — It  is  there  exprefled  27 0 04'  S. 
latitude,  and  265°  4a'  E.  from  Tencrif,  or  no®  45’  W.  from  London. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Jn  Jc  count  of  Eajler  Jjland , and  our  Stay  there. 


sundV  i'}.  the  >3 till  early  in  the  morning,  wc  ran  clofc  to 

the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland,  where  the  ftore  rofe 
perpendicularly,  and  confided  of  broken  rocks,  whofe  ca- 
vernous appearance,  and  black  or  ferruginous  colour,  feemed 
to  have  been  produced  by  fubterraneous  fire.  Two  de- 
tached rocks  lay  about  a quarter  of  a miles  off  this  point  j 
one  of  them  was  lingular  on  account  of  its  fhape,  refem- 
bling  a huge  column  or  obelilk,  and  both  were  the  habita- 
tions of  numerous  fea- fowls,  which  flunned  our  ears  with 
their  difeordant  fereams.  Soon  after  wc  opened  another 
point  about  ten  miles  diilant  from  this,  and  as  we  advanced 
wc  perceived  the  ground  gently  Hoping  to  the  fea.  On  the 
Hope  we  difeovered  feveral  plantations  by  the  help  of  our 
glaffes  i but  the  furface  of  the  ille  in  general  appeared  to 
be  extremely  dreary  and  parched,  and  thefe  plantations 
were  fo  thinly  fcattered  upon  it,  that  they  did  not  flatter 
our  hopes  of  meeting  with  confiderable  refrelhments. 
However,  our  eyes,  long  unufed  to  the  enchanting  profpedt 
of  verdure,  were  conftantly  diredled  towards  the  fliore, 
where  we  diftinguilhed  a number  of  people  nearly  naked, 
hatlily  running  down  from  the  hills  towards  the  fca-lide. 
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We  could  not  perceive  that  they  had  any  arms,  which  we  tiwa. 
immediately  interpreted  into  a ftgn  of  a peaceable  difpofi- 
tion.  In  a few  minutes  we  faw  them  launch  a canoe,  in 
which  two  men  came  off  towards  us.  They  were  along 
fide  in  a fhort  time,  having  paddled  very  brilkly,  and  im- 
mediately called  out  for  a rope,  naming  it  by  the  fame 
word  as  the  Taheitians.  We  had  no  fooner  thrown  them 
the  rope,  than  they  tied  a great  clutter  of  ripe  bananas  to 
it,  making  figns  for  us  to  haul  it  up.  The  fudden  emo- 
tions of  joy  in  every  countenance,  at  the  fight  of  this  fruitr 
are  fcarcely  to  be  deferibed ; they  can  only  be  felt  in  their 
full  extent  by  people  in  the  fame  wretched  fituaiion  with 
ourfelves  at  that  time.  At  lead  fifty  perfonS  endeavoured 
to  begin  a converfation  with  the  people  in  the  canoe,  who 
being  addreffed  by  fo  many  at  once,  could  not  anfwer  one 
of  them.  Captain  Cook  fent  for  fome  ribbands,  to  which, 
he  tied  fome  medals  and  beads,  and  lowered  them  down 
in  return  for  their  prefent.  They  feemed  to  admire 
them  much,  but  hallened  afhore  with  them  immediately.. 

In  dropping  aftern,  they  fattened  a fmall  piece  of  cloth  to 
a filhing  line  which  we  towed  after  us ; it  was  immediate- 
ly hauled  up,  and  appeared  to  be  made  of  the  fame  bark  as 
the  Taheitian  cloth,  and  coloured  yellow.  From  a few 
words  which  they  pronounced,  we  concluded  their  language- 
to  be  a dialedt  of  the  Taheitian,  which  we  had  now  found, 
in  both  extremities  of  the  South  Sea.  Their  whole  appear- 
ance 
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m’Scii.  ance  confirmed  us  in  this  opinion,  and  proved  them  iffued 
from  the  fame  ftock.  They  were  of  a middle  ftature,  but 
rather  thin ; their  features  refemblcd  thofe  of  the  Taheitian9, 
but  were  lefs  agreeable : one  of  them  had  a beard,  which 
was  cut  to  the  length  of  about  half  an  inch  ; the  other  was 
a youth  of  about  feventcen.  They  had  puniflures  of  the 
fame  nature  with  thofe  ufed  by  the  natives  of  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Ifiands  and  of  New  Zeeland ; but  their  whole 
body,  which  was  perfedtly  naked,  was  marked  with  them. 
The  greateft  Angularity  which  we  obferved  about  them  was 
the  fize  of  their  ears,  of  which  the  lap  or  extremity  was 
flrctched  out  fo  as  almoft  to  reft  on  the  fhoulder,  and  pierc- 
ed by  a very  large  hole,  through  which  four  or  five  fingers 
might  be  thruft  with  eafe.  This  circumftance  entirely  agreed 
with  the  defeription  which  the  ferjeant-major  of  Rogge- 
wein's  fhip  gives  of  thefe  people  *.  Their  canoe  was  an- 
other curiofity,  being  patched  up  of  many  pieces,  each  of 
which  was  not  more  than  four  or  five  inches  wide,  and  two 
or  three  feet  long.  Its  length  might  be  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet,  its  head  and  flern  were  raifed  confiderably,  but  its 
middle  was  very  low.  It  had  an  outrigger  or  balancer 
made  of  three  Sender  poles,  and  each  of  the  men  had  a 
paddle,  of  which  the  blade  was  likewife  compofed  of  feveral 
pieces.  This  defeription  alfo  exaftly  correfponds  with  the 

* See  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Historical  Collection,  vol.  II.  p.  go,  94 , or  Hifloire 
<Je  I'Expcdicion  dc  Trois  VaiiTcaux,  tome  I.  p.  133,  a la  Haye  1739. 
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Dutch  account  of  Roggewein’s  voyage,  printed  at  Dort  in 
1728*}  and  diffidently  proved  that  the  ifland  is  very  def- 
titute  of  wood,  though  the  contrary  is  afeertained  in  the 
ferjeant-major's  relation  of  that  voyage  -J-. 

Though  we  ftruck  foundings  oppofite  the  place  from 
whence  this  canoe  put  off,  yet  in  hopes  of  finding  a better 
place  of  anchorage,  we  ran  along  the  coaft  of  the  ifland, 
till  we  canlc  in  fight  of  its  northern  extremity,  which  we 
had  already  feen  the  day  before  from  the  other  fide.  Dut 
being  difappointed  in  our  expedation,  we  put  about  with  a 
view  to  return  to  the  place  which  we  had  left.  A great 
number  of  black  pillars  Rood  along  the  ffiore,  many  of 
which  were  elevated  on  platforms  confiding  of  fevcral 
ranges  of  done.  We  could  now  diflinguiCh  fomething  re- 
fembling  a human  head  and  ffioulders  towards  their  upper 
end;  but  the  lower  part  appeared  to  be  a rude  done,  with- 
out being  carved  into  a refemblance  of  the  human  fhape. 
Sometimes  we  perceived  two,  fometimes  four,  and  even 
five  together  in  a row;  but  fome  were  like  wife  placed  by 
themfclves.  We  faw  but  few  plantations  towards  the  north 
end,  the  land  being  much  more  bluff  or  deep  there,  than 
about  the  middle  of  the  idand,  and  we  could  cafily  perceive 
that  there  was  not  a tree  upon  the  whole  ifland,  which 
exceeded  the  height  of  ten  feet. 

• See  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Collcflion,  vol.  II.  pag.  in. 

f Ibid.  vol.  II.  p.  95  j or  Hiltoirc,  See.  vol,  I.  p.  138. 
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In  the  afternoon  we  hoifled  out  a boat,  and  the  mailer 
went  towards  the  fliore  to  take  foundings  in  the  road,  from 
whence  the  canoe  had  come  off  to  us.  As  foon  as  the  na- 
tives perceived  our  boat  on  the  water,  they  affembled  along 
fliore,  near  the  place  to  which  our  people  feeraed  to  diredl 
their  courfe.  Among  a croud  of  naked  men,  we  faw  fome 
who  feemed  to  be  dreffed  in  a bright  cloth  of  a yellow, 
or  rather  orange  colour,  from  whence  we  fufpetflcd 
that  they  were  their  principal  people.  We  now  likewife 
began  to  difeern  their  houfes,  which  feemed  to  be  extremely 
low  and  long,  highed  in  the  middle,  and  Hoping  down 
towards  both  extremities.  They  much  refembled  a canoe 
turned  with  the  keel  or  bottom  upwards.  In  the  middle 
there  feemed  to  be  a fmall  entrance  or  door,  which  was  fo 
low,  that  a man  of  a common  fizc  mud  Hoop  to  get  in. 
Towards  evening  we  let  'go  our  anchor  in  about  forty 
fathom,  gravelly  bottom  off  the  S.  W.  part  of  the  ifland. 
The  mailer  returned  prefently  after,  and  brought  one  of 
the  natives  in  the  boat  with  him.  This  bold  fellow  had 
jumped  into  the  boat  without  any  ceremony  or  invitation, 
while  it  was  clofe  to  the  fliore,  and  cxprefsly  defired  to  be 
brought  on  board.  He  was  of  the  middle  fizc,  about  five 
feet  eight  inches  high,  and  remarkably  hairy  on  the  bread 
and  all  over  the  body.  His  colour  was  a chefnut  brown, 
his  beard  drong,  but  clipped  fliort,  and  of  a black  colour, 
as  was  alfo  the  hair  of  his  head,  which  was  likewife  cut 
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Digitized  by  Goo; 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


S6t 

fhort.  His  cars  were  very  long,  almoft  hanging  on  his 
fhouldcrs,  and  his  legs  punctured  in  compartments  after  a 
tafle  which  we  had  obferved  no  where  elfe.  He  had  only 
a belt  round  his  middle,  from  whence  a kind  of  net-work 
defeended  before,  too  thin  to  conceal  any  thing  from  the 
fight.  A firing  was  tied  about  his  neck,  and  a flat  bone, 
fometbing  fhaped  like  a tongue,  and  about  five  inches  long, 
was  fattened  to  it,  and  hung  down  on  the  bread.  This,  he 
told  us,  was  a porpoife’s  bone  (cevee  toharra),. exprefling  it 
exadly  by  the  fame  words  which  a Taheitian  would  have 
made  ufe  of.  To  explain  himfelf  better,  he  alfo  called  it 
eevee-eeka,  which  we  well  underftood  to  fignify  the  bone 
of  a fifli  *.  He  was  no  fooner  feated  in  the  boat,  than  he 
complained  of  being  cold  by  fhivering,  and  making  various 
geftures  of  a very  intelligible  nature.  Mr.  Gilbert,  the 
matter,  therefore  gave  him  a jacket,  and  put  a hat  on  his 
head,  and  in  that  drefs  he  appeared  upon  deck.  The  cap- 
tain and  paflengers  prefented  him  with  nails,  medals,  and 
firings  of  beads,  the  laft  of  which,  he  defired  to  have  tied 
round  his  head.  At  the  beginning  he  fliewed  fome  marks 
of  fear  or  diffidence,  afking  whether  we  ffiould  kill  him  as 
an  enemy  ( matte-toa  t)  but  upon  being  allured  of  good 
treatment  and  friendfhip  on  our  part,  he  feemed  perfetflly 
fecure  and  unconcerned,  and  talked  of  nothing  but  dancing 

* Eejn  at  Taheitee,  and  eeka  at  New  Zeeland  and  the  Friendly  IRca  mean 
• fith. 
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. >7T4.  (lceva\  It  was  with  fome  difficulty  that  wc  underflood  him 
at  firft  j but  having  enquired  for  the  names  by  which  he 
diflinguithed  the  parts  of  the  body,  we  foon  found  them  to 
be  nearly  the  fame  with  thofe  which  are  ufed  in  the  So- 
ciety Hies.  If  wc  mentioned  a word  which  he  did  not  com- 
prehend, lie  repeated  it  fcveral  times  with  a look  which 
ftrongly  exprefled  his  ignorance  of  it.  As  night  approached, 
he  faid  he  wanted  to  go  to  fleep,and  complained  of  cold.  My 
father  gave  him  a large  Taheitee  cloth  of  the  thickeft  fort,  in 
which  he  wrapped  himfelf,  faying  he  found  it  comfortably 
warm.  He  was  afterwards  conduced  into  the  mailer's 
cabin,  where  he  lay  down  on  a table,  and  flept  very  quietly 
the  whole  night.  Mahine,  who  had  already  exprefled  his 
impatience  to  go  on  fhore,  was  much  plcafed  to  find  that 
the  inhabitants  fpoke  a language  fo  fimilar  to  his  own,  and 
attempted  to  converfe  with  our  new  vifitor  fcveral  times, 
but  was  interrupted  by  the  queftions  which  many  other 
perfons  in  the  fltip  put  to  him. 

Mo<aiy  14.  We  dragged  our  anchor  during  night,  and  drove  ofT  the 
bank,  fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  fet  fail  again,  in  order  to 
recover  our  fttuation.  Immediately  after  breakfaft,  captain 
Cook  went  afliore  with  the  native,  whofe  name  was  Maroo- 
wahai,  together  with  Mahine,  my  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and 
myfelf,  though  my  feet  and  legs  were  ftill  fwelled  exeef- 
fively,  anil  I was  hardly  able  to  walk.  We  found  a fnug 
cove  for  boats,  among  a number  of  rocks  which  Iheltercd 
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the  landing  place  from  the  mountainous  fwcll  that  tumbled 
in  upon  the  fhore.  About  a hundred,  or  a hundred  and 
fifty  natives  were  aflembled  on  the  fpot  where  we  landed, 
almoll  all  of  them  naked,  fome  having  only  a belt  round 
the  middle,  from  whence  a fmall  bit  of  cloth,  fix  or  eight 
inches  long,  or  a little  net,  hung  down  before.  A very 
few  of  them  had  a cloak  which  reached  to  the  knees,  made 
of  cloth,  rcfembling  that  of  Taheitee  in  the  texture,  and 
ditched  or  quilted  with  thread  to  make  it  the  more  lading. 
Mod  of  thefe  cloaks  were  painted  yellow  with  the  turmeric- 
root.  The  people  did  not  make  the  lead  unfriendly  motion 
at  our  landing,  but  exprefled  a prodigious  dread  of  our 
fire-arms,  of  which  they  feemed  to  know  the  deadly  eflfcdls. 
We  faw  but  few  arms  among  them } fome  however  had 
lances  or  fpears,  made  of  thin  ill-flaapen  dicks,  and  pointed 
with  a fliarp  triangular  piece  of  a black  glafly  lava  (/> urnex 
ixtreus,  Linn .)  commonly  called  Iceland  agate.  One  of  them 
had  a fighting  club,  made  of  a thick  piece  of  wood  about 
three  feet  long,  carved  at  one  extremity  ; and  a few  others 
had  Ihort  wooden  clubs,  exatftly  refembling  fome  of  the 
New  Zeeland  patoo-patoos,  which  are  made  of  bone.  We 
obferved  fome  who  had  European  hats  and  caps,  chequered 
cotton  handkerchiefs,  and  ragged  jackets  of  blue  woollen- 
cloth,  which  were  fo  many  indubitable  tedimonies  of  the 
vifit  which  the  Spaniards  had  made  to  this  idand  in  1770. 
The  general  appearance  of  the  natives  feemed  to  argue  a 
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great  fterility  of  the  country.  They  were  inferior  in  ftature 
to  the  natives  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Ifles,  and  to  thofe 
of  New  Zeeland,  there  being  not  a fingle  perfon  amongft 
them,  who  might  be  reckoned  tall.  Their  body  was  like- 
wife  lean,  and  their  face  thinner  than  that  of  any  people 
we  had  hitherto  feen  in  the  South  Sea.  Their  want  of 
cloathing,  and  a great  eagernefs  to  obtain  our  goods  with- 
out offering  any  thing  in  return,  feemed  altogether  to  be 
fufficient  marks  of  poverty.  They  were  all  prodigioufly 
punflured  on  every  part  of  the  body,  the'face  in  particular} 
and  their  women,  who  were  very  fmall  and  flender  limbed, 
had  likewife  pun&ures  on  the  face,  which  rcfembled  tht 
patches  fometimes  worn  by  our  ladies.  The  number  of 
women  in  the  croud  did  not  exceed  ten  or  twelve. ; they  were 
feldom  fatisfied  with  their  natural  clear  brown  colour,  but 
painted  the  whole  face  with  a reddifh  brown  ruddle,  over 
which  they  laid  on  the  bright  orange  of  the  turmeric-root 
or  ornamented  themfelves  with  elegant  ftreaks  of  white 
Ihcll-lime.  The  art  of  painting  is  therefore  not  confined 
to  thofe  ladies  who  have  the  happinefs  to  imitate  French 
falhions.  The  women  were  all  dreflid  in  pieces  of  cloth, 
which  appealed  fcanty  when  compared  to  the  Taheitian- 
dreffes.  Both  fexes  had  thin,  but  not  favage  features,, 
though  the  little  flicker  which  their  barren  country  offers, 
againft  the  fun-bcams,  had  contraffed  their  brows  fome- 
times, and  drawn  the  mufclcs  of  the  face  up  towards  the- 
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eye.  Their  nofes  were  not  very  broad,  but  rather  flat 
between  the  eyes ; their  lips  ftrong,  though  not  fo  thick  as 
thofe  of  negToes ; and  their  hair  black  and  curling,  but 
always  cut  fliort,  fo  as  not  to  exceed  three  inches.  Their 
eyes  were  dark  brown,  and  rather  fmall,  the  white  being 
lefs  clear  than  in  other  nations  of  the  South  Seas.  Their 
ears  were  remarkable  for  the  great  length  of  the  lap,  which 
frequently  hung  on  the  fliouldcr,  and  was  pierced  with  fo 
large  a hole,  that  the  extremity  could  be  tucked  up  through 
it.  In  order  to  bring  it  to  this  fize,  they  wore  a leaf  of  a 
fugar  cane,  which  is  very  clad ic,  rolled  up  in  it  like  a fcroll 
by  which  means  it  was  always  on  the  ftretch.  The  violent 
aflion  of  the  fun  upon  their  heads  has  forced  them  to  con- 
trive various  coverings  for  that  part.  Many  of  the  men- 
wore  a ring  about  two  inches  thick,  ftrongly  and  curioufly- 
plaited  of  grafs,  and  fitting  clofe  round  the  head.  This 
was  covered  with  great  quantities  of  the  long  black  feathers- 
which  decorate  the  neck  of  the  man  of  war  bird.  Others 
had  huge  bufliy  caps  of  brown  gulls  feathers,  which  were 
almofl  as  large  as  the  full  bottomed  wigs  of  European  law- 
yers; and  ftill  others  wore  a fimple  hoop  of  wood,  round 
which  a number  of  the  long  white  feathers  of  a gannetr 
hung  nodding,  and  waved  in  the  wind.  The  women  wore 
a great  wide  cap,  made  of  very  neat  mat-work.;  it  was- 
pointed  forwards,  formed  a ridge  along  the  top,  and  two- 
Urge  lobes  beliind.  on  each  fide,  which,  we  found  extremely. 
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jiaIcu  cooling  for  the  head.  Mr.  Hodges  drew  the  figure  of  a 

woman  with  this  cap  on,  and  of  a man  with  one  of  the 
other  head  drefies  ; both  arc  extremely  charafteriftic  of  the 
nation,  and  have  been  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account 
of  this  voyage.  The  only  ornaments  which  we  faw  among 
them,  were  the  fiat  pieces  of  bone  in  the  fltape  of  a tongue, 
or  like  a laurel  leaf,  which  both  fexes  wore  hanging  on  their 
breaft,  together  with  fome  necklaces  and  ear-jewels  made 
of  fliclls. 

After  flaying  among  the  natives  for  fome  time  on  the 
beach,  we  began  to  walk  into  the  country.  The  whole 
ground  was  covered  with  rocks  and  ftones  of  all  fizes, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  expofed  to  a great  fire,  where 
they  had  acquired  a black  colour  and  porous  appearance. 
Two  or  three  fhrivelled  fpecics  of  grafles  grew  up  among 
thefc  ftones,  and  in  a flight  degree  foftened  the  defolate  ap- 
pearance of  the  country.  About  fifteen  yards  from  the 
landing-place  vve  faw  a perpendicular  wall  of  fquare  hewn 
ftones,  about  a foot  and  a half  or  two  feet  long,  and  one 
foot  broad.  Its  greateft  height  was  about  feven  or  eight 
feet,  but  it  gradually  floped  on  both  fides,  and  its  length 
might  be  about  twenty  yards.  A remarkable  circumftance 
was  the  junction  of  thefe  ftones,  which  were  laid  after  the 
mod  excellent  rules  of  art,  fitting  in  fuch  a manner  as  to 
make  a durable  piece  of  architciflure.  The  ftone  itfelf  of 
which  they  arc  cut  is  not  of  great  hardnefs,  being  a black- 

ifll 


- Digitizfidby.Qoogle 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


S<>  7 


ifli  brown  cavernous  and  brittle  ftony  lava.  The  ground 
rofe  from  the  water’s  fide  upwards ; fo  that  another  wall, 
parallel  to  the  firft,  about  twelve  yards  from  it  and  facing 
the  country,  was  not  above  two  or  three  feet  high.  The 
whole  area  between  the  two  walls  was  filled  up  with  foil  and 
covered  with  grafs.  About  fifty  yards  farther  to  the  fouth 
there  was  another  elevated  area,  of  which  the  furface  was 
paved  with  fquare  Hones  exa&ly  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
formed  the  walls.  In  the  midd  of  this  area,  there  was  a 
pillar  confiding  of  a fingle  done,  which  reprefented  a 
human  figure  to  the  waift,  about  twenty  feet  high,  and 
upwards  of  five  feet  w ide.  The  worknianlhip  of  this  figure 
was  rude,  and  fpoke  the  arts  in  their  infancy.  The  eyes,  nofe, 
and  mouth  were  fcarcely  marked  on  a lumpilh  ill-fhaped 
head  ; and  the  ears,  which  were  cxccflively  long,  quite  in  the 
falhion  of  the  country,  were  better  executed  than  any  other 
part,  though  a European  artift  would  have  been  afiiamcd  of 
them.  The  neck  was  clumfy  and  fliort,  and  the  fliouldcrs. 
and  arms  very  (lightly  reprefented.  On  the  top  of  the 
head  a huge  round  cylinder  of  done  was  placed  upright, 
being  above  five  feet  in  diameter  and  in  height.  This 
cap,  which  refcmbled  rhe  head-drefs  of  fome  Egyptian  di- 
vinity, confided  of  a different  done  from  the  red  of  the 
pillar,  being  of  a more  reddifh  colour  ; and  had  a hole  on 
each  fide,  as  if  it  had  been  made  round  by  turning.  The 
cap  together  with  the  head,  made  one  half  of  the  whole: 
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pillar  which  appeared  above  ground.  Wc  did  not  obferve 
that  the  natives  paid  any  worlhip  to  thefe  pillars,  yet  they 
feemed  to  hold  them  in  fome  kind  of  veneration,  aa  they 
fometimes  expreffed  a diflike  when  wc  walked  over  the 
paved  area  or  pededals,  or  examined  the  ftones  of  which  it 
confillcd. 

A few  of  the  natives  accompanied  us  farther  on  into  the 
country,  where  we  had  feen  fome  bullies  at  a didance, 
which  we  hoped  would  afford  us  fomething  new.  Our  road 
was  intolerably  rugged,  over  heaps  of  volcanic  Hones,  which 
roiled  away  under  our  feet,  and  againft  which  we  continu- 
ally hurt  ourfclvcs.  The  natives,  who  were  accuftomed  to 
this  defolate  ground,  (kipped  nimbly  from  (lone  to  (lone 
without  the  lead  difficulty.  In  our  way  we  faw  feveral 
black  rats  running  about,  which  it  feems  are  common  to 
every  ifland  in  the  South  Sea.  Being  arrived  at  the  fhrnb- 
bery  which  we  had  in  view,  we  found  it  was  nothing  but 
a ("mail  plantation  of  the  paper  mulberry,  of  which  here,  as 
well  as  at  Taheitee,  they  make  their  cloth,  Its  Hems  were 
from  two  to  four  feet  high,  and  planted  in  rows,  among 
very  large  rocks,  where  the  rains  had  wafhed  a little  foil 
together.  In  the  neighbourhood  o*f  thefe  we  faw  fome 
bufhes  of  the  hibifeus  populneus , Linn,  which  is  common 
alfo  in  the  Society  Ides,  where  it  is  one  of  the  numerous 
plants  made  ufc  of  to  dye  yellow ; and  likewife  a rnimofa, 
which  is  the  only  flirub  that  affords  the  natives  dicks  for 
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their  clubs  and  pattoo-pattoos,  and  wood  fufficicnt  to  patch 
up  a canoe. 

We  found  the  face  of  the  country  more  barren  and  ruin- 
ous the  farther  wc  advanced.  The  fmall  number  of  inha- 
bitants, who  met  us  at  the  landing-place,  feemed  to  have 
been  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  fince  we  met  no  other  people 
on  our  walk  ; and  yet  for  thefe  few  we  did  not  fee  above 
ten  or  twelve  huts,  though  the  view  commanded  a great 
part  of  the  ifland.  One  of  the  fightlicll  of  thefe  was 
fituated  on  a little  hillock,  about  half  a mile  from  the  fea, 
which  wc  afeended.  Its  condrudtion  was  fuch  as  evinced 
the  poverty  and  wretched  condition  of  its  owners.  The 
foundation  confided  of  dones  about  a foot  long,  laid  level 
with  the  furface  in  two  curve  lines,  converging  at  the  ex- 
tremities. Thefe  lines  were  about  Cx  feet  afunder  in  the 
middle,  but  not  above  one  foot  at  the  ends.  In  every  done 
of  this  foundation  we  obferved  one  or  two  holes,  in  each  of 
which  a dake  was  inferted.  The  middlemod  flakes  were 
fix  feet  high,  but  the  others  gradually  diminifhed  to  two 
feet.  On  the  top  the  dakes  all  converged,  and  were  tied 
by  drings  to  tranfverfe  dicks,  by  which  they  were  kept  to- 
gether. A kind  of  thatch,  made  of  fmall  dicks,  and  co- 
vered with  a neat  mat-work  of  fugar-cane  leaves,  leaned  on 
each  row  of  dakes,  forming  a very  fharp  ridge  or  angle  at 
the  top,  and  reding  firmly  on  the  ground  at  the  bottom. 
A hole  was  left  on  one  fide,  about  eighteen  inches  or  two 
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m’Vch  ^eet  high,  over  which  the  people  had  built  a round  pro- 
jecting funnel  to  keep  off  the  wet.  We  crept  on  all  fours 
into  this  opening,  and  found  the  infide  of  the  hut  perfectly 
naked  and  empty,  there  being  not  fo  much  as  a wifp  of 
flraw  to  lie  down  upon.  We  could  not  (land  upright  in 
any  part  except  juft  in  the  middle,  and  the  whole  place  ap- 
peared dark  and  difmal.  The  natives  told  us  they  palled 
the  night  in  thefe  huts,  and  we  eafily  conceived  their  fitua- 
tion  to  be  uncomfortable,  efpecially  as  wc  favv  fo  very  few 
of  them,  that  they  mull  be  crammed  full,  unlefe  the  gener- 
ality of  the  people  lie  in  the  open  air,  and  leave  thefe 
wretched  dwellings  to  their  chiefs,  or  make  ufe  of  them, 
only  in  bad  weather. 

Bclides  thefe  huts,  we  obferved  fome  heaps  of  ftones  piled 
up  into  little  hillocks,  which  had  one  deep  perpendicular 
fide,  where  a hole  went  under  ground.  The  fpace  within 
could  be  but  very  fmall,  and  yet  it  is  probable  that  thefe 
cavities  likewife  ferved  to  give  fhcltcr  to  the  people  during 
night.  They  may,  however,  communicate  with  natural 
caverns,  which  are  very  common  in  the  lava  currents  o£ 
volcanic  countries.  Such  caverns  are  very  frequent  in  Ice- 
land, famous  for  having  been  the  dwelling-places  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants.  Mr.  Fcrber,  the  firft  mineralogical 
hiftorian  of  Vefuvius,  has  noticed  fuch  a fubterraneous  hole 
in  one  of  the  modern  lavas  of  that  mountain.  We  fhould 
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have  been  glad  to  have  afeertained  this  circumftance,  but 
the  natives  always  denied  us  admittance  into  thefc  places. 

A plantation  of  fugar-canes  and  one  of  bananas  adjoin- 
ed to  the  houfc  we  had  vifited,  and  both  were  in  excellent 
order,  confidering  the  ftony  quality  of  the  ground.  The 
bananas  were  all  growing  in  holes  one  foot  deep,  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  contrived  for  collecting  the  rain,  and  pre- 
ferving  it  for  a longer  time  about  the  plant.  The  fugar- 
canes  were  about  nine  or  ten  feet  high,  even  in  this  parch- 
ed country,  and  contained  a very  fweet  juice,  which  the  in- 
habitants prefented  to  us  very  frequently,  and  particularly 
whenever  we  afked  for  fomething  to  drink.  We  concluded 
from  thence  that  they  had  no  water  on  the  ifland ; but 
coming  back  to  the  landing-place  we  met  captain  Cook, 
whom  the  natives  had  conducted  to  a well  very  clofe  to  the 
fea,  which  was  cut  deep  into  the  rock,  but  full  of  impuri- 
ties. When  our  people  had  cleared  it,  they  found  the  wa- 
ter in  it  rather  brackifh,  but  the  natives  drank  of  it  with 
much  feeming  fatisfaclion. 

Captain  Cook  had  not  been  very  fortunate  in  trading 
with  the  people.  They  feemed  indeed  to  be  fo  deftitute  as 
to  have  no  provifions  to  fpare.  A few  matted  balkets  full 
of  fweet  potatoes,  fome  fugar-canes,  bunches  of  bananas, 
and  two  or  three  fmall  fowls  ready  drefled,  were  the  whole 
purchafe  which  he  had  made  for  a few  iron  tools,  and 
fome  Taheitee  cloth.  He  had  prefented  the  people  with 
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beads,  but  they  always  threw  them  away  with  contempt, 
as  far  as  ever  they  could.  Whatever  elfe  they  faw  about 
us,  they  were  defirous  of  poflefling,  though  they  had 
nothing  to  give  in  return.  Their  number  was  now  de- 
creafed  nearly  to  one  half,  many  of  them  having  probably 
gone  home  to  their  dinners  ; however,  the  number  of  wo- 
men was  always  remarkably  fmall  in  proportion  to  the 
men,  there  being  not  above  twelve  or  fifteen  at  our  firft 
landing,  and  about  fix  or  feven  when  we  embarked  again. 
They  were  neither  referved  nor  chafte,  and  for  the  trifling 
confideration  of  a fmall  piece  of  cloth,  fome  of  our  failors 
obtained  the  gratification  of  their  defires.  Their  features 
were  mild  enough,  and  the  large  pointed  cap  gave  them 
the  air  of  profefled  wantons. 

We  returned  on  board  the  fliip  before  noon,  and  found 
it  at  anchor,  though  wc  had  left  it  under  fail.  The 
frefli  fruits  and  roots  which  we  brought  on  board,  were 
immediately  diftributed  as  far  as  they  would  go,  and  proved 
a moll  fcafonable  refrefliment  to  our  lick.  We  tailed  the- 
fowls,  which  feemed  to  have  been  dreflcd  under-ground,  by 
means  of  hot  Hones  being  wrapped  up  in  green  leaves,  in 
the  manner  pra&ifed  among!!  all  the  nations  of  the  South 
Sea,  whom  we  had  hitherto  vifited.  The  potatoes  were  of 
a gold-yellow  colour,  and  as  fweet  as  carrots,  therefore 
not  equally  palatable  to  us  all  ; however  they  were  ex- 
tremely nourifhing,  anti  very  antifcorbutic.  The  juices  of 
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ibis,  and  all  the  other  vegetables  on  this  ifland,  fcemcd  to 
have  been  concentrated  by  the  drynefs  of  the  foil.  Their 
bananas  were  reckoned  very  delicious  in  their  kind,  by 
thofe  who  were  fond  of  this  fruit,  and  their  fugar-canes 
were  fweeter  than  any  we  had  tailed  at  Taheitee. 

In  the  afternoon  we  returned  on  Ihorc  again,  and  an 
officer  went  with  another  boat  to  fill  water  at  the  well. 
We  found  but  few  natives  near  the  landing-place,  and 
among  them  was  one,  who  appeared  to  have  fome  little 
authority,  and  readily  accompanied  the  captain  wherever 
he  went.  He  was  not  fo  timorous  as  the  reft  of  his  coun- 
trymen, but  walked  boldly  along  with  us,  whilft  the 
01  hers  were  alarmed  at  the  lead  motion  which  appeared 
nnufual  to  them.  This  difpofiuon,  however,  did  not  pre- 
vent them  from  picking  our  pockets,  or  dealing  any  thing 
which  fuited  them.  We  had  not  been  half  an  hour  on 
fliore,  when  one  of  them  came  behind  Mahinc,  and  very 
nimbly  fnatching  a black  cap  from  his  head,  ran  off  with 
the  greateft  velocity  over  the  heaps  of  rugged  Hones,  where 
it  was  impoffible  to  follow  him.  Mahine  was  fo  furprifed, 
that  it  was  fome  time  before  he  could  find  words  to  com- 
plain to  the  captain  j and  when  he  did  it,  the  thief  was 
already  at  a great  diftance.  About  the  fame  time,  as  Mr. 
Hodges  was  fitting  on  a little  eminence,  and  fketching  a 
view  of  the  country,  one  of  the  natives  ran  off  with  his 
hat  in  the  fame  manner.  Mr.  Wales  was  Handing  by  him 
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with  a muflcet  in  his  hand,  but  very  juftly  rcfle&ed,  that 
fo  flight  a crime  did  not  deferve  the  punilhmcnt  of  a leaden 
bullet. 

In  our  walk  along  the  fea  Ihore,  we  difeovered  a few 
{talks  of  the  fame  fpecics  of  celery  which  is  plentiful  on  the 
beaches  of  New  Zeeland,  and  we  alfo  found  two  other  little 
plants  common  to  that  country.  Whether  thefe  plants 
originally  exifted  on  the  ifland,  or  fprung  up  from  feeds, 
which  the  current  of  the  fea,  or  birds  by  their  plumage 
might  tranfport  from  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ocean,  I cannot 
venture  to  determine.  We  likewife  met  with  a plantation 
of  yams  (, diofeorea  alata , Linn.J  which  in  fo  poor  a flora  as 
that  of  Eafler  Ifland  was  a great  addition.  The  great  cor- 
refpondcnce  in  the  features,  cuftoms,  and  languages  of 
thefe  people,  to  thofe  of  other  natives  of  the  South  Sea 
iflands,  gave  us  fome  room  to  hope  for  fuch  domeftic  ani- 
mals among  them,  as  we  had  obferved  at  Taheitec  or  New 
Zeeland.  But  notwithftanding  the  mod  diligent  fearch, 
we  never  met  with  any  other  than  common  fowls,  which 
were  of  a very  fmall  breed,  and  had  a dull  plumage.  It 
is  true  we  obferved  alfo  two  or  three  noddies,  which  were 
fo  tame  as  to  fettle  on  the  {boulders  of  the  natives,  but 
from  thefe  individuals  we  could  not  conclude,  that  they 
kept  a regular  breed  of  them. 

About  fun-fet  we  left  the  watering-place,  and  walked  to 
t.ic  cove  where  our  boat  lay  at  a grapnel.  In  our  way  we 
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parted  over  the  area  on  which  the  Angle  pillar  before-men- 
tioned  was  placed.  A few  natives  who  ftill  accompanied 
us,  made  figns  that  we  fltould  defeend,  and  walk  in  the 
grafs  at  the  foot  of  the  pcdcftal } but  feeing  that  we  did 
not  care  to  underftand  their  gefturcs,  they  made  no  other 
attempt  to  oppofe  our  progrefs.  We  put  fome  queftions  to 
the  moll  intelligent  perfons  among  them,  concerning  the 
nature  of  thefe  ftoncs,  and  from  what  we  could  underfland, 
we  concluded  that  they  were  monuments  erected  to  the 
memory  of  fome  of  their  areekees,  or  kings.  This  led  us 
to  believe  that  the  pedcrtal  was  perhaps  to  be  confidered  as 
a burying-placc,  and  on  looking  carefully  round  it,  we 
found  a number  of  human  bones,  which  confirmed  our 
conjecture.  The  length  of  thefe  bones  was  exactly  fuch  as 
might  be  expefted  in  perfons  of  a middle  flature,  and  a 
thigh-bone  which  we  meafured,  exactly  correfponded  with 
that  of  a perfon  about  five  feet  nine  inches  high.  To  the 
weftward  of  the  cove,  there  was  a range  of  three  pillars, 

Handing  on  a very  large  elevated  area  or  pcdcftal.  This 
range  the  natives  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  banga-roa,  and 
the  Angle  pillar  they  called  obeena.  About  ten  or  twelve 
people  were  feated  at  a little  diflancc  from  the  laft,  round 
a fmall  fire,  over  which  they  had  roafted  a few  potatoes. 

Thefe  ferved  for  their  fupper,  and  they  offered  us  fome  of 
them  as  we  palled  by.  We  were  much  furprifed  with  this 
inftance  of  hofpitality  in  fopoor  a country,  efpecially  when 
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we  compared  it  to  the  cuftoms  of  civilized  nations,  who 
have  almoft  entirely  laid  afide  all  tender  feelings  for  the 
■wants  of  their  fellow- creatures.  At  the  fame  time  we  were 
very  glad  to  be  convinced,  that  the  conjectures  of  the  Dutch 
concerning  the  fires  which  they  faw  on  this  ifland,  were 
ill-founded,  as  we  did  not  fee  the  leaft  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  were  lighted  for  religious  purpofes.  We  now 
embarked  with  a fmall  quantity  of  potatoes,  and  with  about 
fix  or  feven  common  plants  which  we  had  gathered,  and 
returned  on  board.  Thofc  only  who  were  ill  of  the  feurvy, 
reaped  fomc  benefit  from  their  vifit  to  the  fliore.  I who 
went  out  in  the  morning  with  my  legs  exceffively  fwelled, 
and  fo  tender  that  I could  hardly  Hand  upon  them,  returned 
on  board  much  better  ; the  fwelling  was  fomething  reduced, 
and  my  pains  at  leaft  were  gone.  I could  not  attribute  this 
fudden  change  to  any  thing  elfe,  than  the  exercife  I had 
taken  on  fliore,  and  perhaps  to  thofe  falutary  antifcorbutic 
effluvia  of  the  land,  which  it  is  faid,  are  alone  fuffleient 
to  recover  thofe,  who  have  contracted  the  feurvy  on  a long 
cruize  at  fea. 

Early  the  next  morning,  captain  Cook  appointed  a party 
of  marines  and  failors,  under  the  command  of  lieutenants 
Pickerfgill  and  Edgecumbe,  to  reconnoitre  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country,  in  order  to  be  convinced  if  poflible,  whether 
any  other  part  was  better  cultivated,  or-  more  clofely  in- 
habited than  that  which  we  had  hitherto  feen.  Mr.  Wales, 
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Mr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  my  father  aflociatcd  with  aaJtu. 
them,  fo  that  the  whole  party  conGAed  of  twcnty-fcven 
men. 

After  breakfaft  I accompanied  captain  Cook  and  feveral 
officers  alhorc,  where  we  found  about  two  hundred  inha- 
bitants affemblcd,  amongfl  whom  were  fourteen  or  fifteen 
women,  and  very  few  children.  It  was  impoffible  for  us 
to  gucfs  at  the  caufc  of  this  difproportion  in  the  number  of 
the  different  fexes;  but  as  all  the  women  we  faw  were 
very  liberal  of  their  favours,  I conjcdlured  at  that  time,  that 
the  married  and  the  modell,  who  might  be  fuppofed  to 
form  the  greater  part,  did  not  care  to  come  near  us,  or  were 
forced  by  the  men  to  flay  at  their  dwellings  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  ifland.  Thofe  few  who  appeared  were  the  moll 
lafeivious  of  their  fex,  that  perhaps  have  ever  been  noticed 
in  any  country,  and  ffiamc  feemed  to  be  entirely  unknown 
to  them;  our  Tailors  likewife  difclaimed  all  acquaintance 
with  modefly,  for  nothing  but  the  fftadow  of  the  gigantic 
monument  fereened  them  from  the  fun. 

Mr.  Patton,  lieutenant  Clerkc,  and  myfclf  left  the  fea- 
fide,  where  the  concourfe  was  greateft,  and  took  a walk 
into  the  country.  The  heat  of  the  fun  was  very  violcnr, 
the  beams  being  reverberated  from  the  broken  ground,  and 
there  was  not  a Angle  tree  to  give  us  ffielter.  My  compa- 
nions had  taken  their  fowling-pieces  in  hopes  of  meeting 
with  fome  birds ; but  they  were  greatly  difappointed,  there 
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being  probably  no  other  land-birds  on  the  ifland  than  the 
common  fowl,  which  were  tame  and  extremely  fcarcc.  We 
followed  one  of  the  paths  which  the  natives  had  made,  till 
we  came  to  a cultivated  fpot,  confiding  of  fevcral  fields 
planted  w ith  fweet  potatoes,  yams,  and  eddoes,  together 
with  a fpecies  of  night-fhade,  which  is  made  ufe  of  at  Ta- 
lichee  and  the  neighbouring  iflands  as  a vulnerary  remedy, 
(jolanum  nigrum?)  and  may,  for  ought  I-  know,  be  culti- 
vated here  for  the  fame  purpofe.  The  grafs,  which  com- 
monly fprings  up  among’  the  Hones  on  the  uncultivated 
foil,  was  here  carefully  plucked  up,  and  fpread  over  the 
whole  plantation  as  a manure,  or  perhaps  to  preferve  it  in 
fome  meafure  from  the  parching  beams  of  the  fun.  It 
fhould  feem  from  thefe  circumflances  that  the  natives  arc 
not  altogether  ignorant  of  rural  ceconomy,  and  till  the 
ground  at  a great  expencc  of  time  and  labour.  At  a little 
didance  from  thefe  fields  we  met  with  two  huts,  condrud- 
cd  exaihly  like  that  which  I have  mentioned  page  569,  but 
much  fmaller.  The  entrance  was  (lopped  up  with  a great 
quantity  of  fmall  brufliwood,  and  we  at  firft  imagined  that 
we  heaid  the  voices  of  women  within,  but  after  liflening 
for  fome  time  we  heard  nothing  farther  to  confirm  us  in 
this  belief.  We  rambled  from  thence  to  the  top  of  a hil- 
lock covered  with  flirubbcrics,  which  we  found  to  confift 
of  nothing  but  a fpecies  of  mimofa,  that  fcarccly  attained  tha 
height  of  eight  feet,  and  afforded  us  very  little  flicker  from 
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■the  fun.  Here  we  reded  a while,  and  then  defeended 
by  a different  route  into  another  fet  of  fields,  which  were 
treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  reft.  None  of  them  had 
any  fort  of  cnclofures,  though  the  hidorians  of  Rogge- 
wein's  voyage,  who  feem  to  have  confultcd  fancy  more 
than  truth,  make  mention  of  them.  The  cncreafing  heat 
of  the  day  had  entirely  exhaufted  us,  when  wc  had  dill  a 
confidcrable  way  to  make  down  to  the  fea-fide.  Fortunate- 
ly we  palled  by  a native  who  was  at  work,  gathering  pota- 
toes in  one  of  the  fields.  We  complained  of  great  third  to 
him,  upon  which,  though  he  was  on  old  man,  he  imme- 
diately ran  to  a large  plantation  of  fugar-canes,  and  brought 
us  a great  load  of  the  bed  and  juicicd  on  his  back.  Wc 
made  him  fomc  prefents  in  return  for  them,  cut  them  into 
walking-dicks,  and,  as  we  went  along,  gradually  peeled 
and  fucked  them,  finding  their  juice  extremely  rcfrefhing. 

At  our  return  to  the  landing-place  we  found  captain 
Cook  dill  occupied  in  trading  with  the  inhabitants,  who 
brought  him  feme  fowls  ready  dreffed,  and  lbme  matted 
bafkets  full  of  fweet  potatoes,  but  fometimes  deceived  him 
by  filling  the  bafket  with  dones,  and  only  laying  a few 
potatoes  at  the  top.  The  mod  valuable  article  of  trade  on 
our  part  were  empty  coco-nut  Ihells,  which  wc  had  re- 
ceived at  the  Society  and  Friendly  Idands ; but  they  were 
not  current,  unlefs  the  hole  in  them  was  very  fmall,  or  un- 
lefs  they  had  a cover.  The  Taheitian  and  European  cloths 
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were  valued  in  the  next  degree  according  to  the  fize  of  the 
pieces  ; and  iron-ware  bore  an  inferior  price.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  natives  who  traded  with  us  inftantly  ran  off  with 
the  cloth,  nut-fhell,  or  the  nail  which  had  been  given  in 
exchange  for  their  potatoes,  as  if  they  were  apprehenfive 
that  we  might  repent  of  our  bargain,  even  though  they 
dealt  honeftly  with  us.  Some  among  them  were  bold  enough 
to  run  off  with  what  they  had  received,  as  the  price  of  their 
provifions,  before  they  had  delivered  up  the  goods  for  which 
we  had  bargained.  From  fuch  circumflances  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  natives  became  more  and  more  confpi- 
cuous.  The  fcarcity  of  cloth  among  them  was  extremely 
great,  moft  of  the  people  being  forced  to  go  naked  ; but  this 
did  not  prevent  their  felling  what  little  cloth  they  had  in 
exchange  for  that  of  Taheitce.  The  deGre  of  poffeiEng  this 
cloth  prompted  them  to  expofe  to  fale  feveral  articles  which 
perhaps  they  would  not  have  parted  with  fo  caGly  under 
other  circumflances.  Among  thefe  were  their  different  caps 
or  head-drefles,  their  necklaces,  ornaments  for  the  ear,  and 
feveral  human  figures,  made  of  narrow  pieces  of  wood 
about  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  long,  and  wrought  in  a 
much  neater  and  more  proportionate  manner  than  we  could 
have  expe<Sted,  after  feeing  the  rude  fculpture  of  the  ftatues. 
They  were  made  to  reprefent  perfons  of  both  fexes  ; the  fea- 
tures were  not  very  pleafing,  and  the  whole  figure  was  much 
too  long  to  be  natural ; however,  there  was  fomething  cha- 
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ra&eriftic  in  them,  which  (hewed  a tafte  for  the  arts.  The  Mm#, 
wood  of  which  they  were  made  was  finely  polilhed,  clofe- 
grained,  and  of  a dark -brown,  like  that  of  the  cafuarina. 

But  as  we  had  not  yet  feen  this  tree  growing  here,  we  eager- 
ly exposed  the  return  of  our  party,  hoping  they  would 
make  fome  difeoveries  to  explain  this  circumftancc.  Ma- 
hine  was  molt  plcafed  with  thefe  carved  human  figures,  the 
workman  of  which  much  excelled  thofe  of  the  * Tees  in  his 
country,  and  he  purchafed  fcveral  of  them,  alluring  us  they 
would  be  greatly  valued  at  Taheitee.  As  he  took  great 
pains  to  colledt  thefe  curiofities,  he  once  met  with  a figure 
of  a woman’s  hand,  carved  of  a ycllowilh  wood,  nearly  of 
the  natural  fize.  Upon  examination,  its  fingers  were  all 
bent  upwards,  as  they  are  in  the  a&ion  of  dancing  at  Ta- 
heitee, and  its  nails  were  reprefented  very  long,  extending 
at  lead  three  fourths  of  an  inch  beyond  the  fingers  end. 

The  wood  of  which  it  was  made  was  the  rare  perfume- 
wood  of  Taheitee,  with  the  chips  of  which  they  communi- 
cate fragrance  to  their  oils.  Wc  had  neither  feen  this  wood 
growing,  nor  obferved  the  cuftom  of  wearing  long  nails  at 
this  ifland,  and  therefore  were  at  a lofs  to  conceive  how  this 
piece  of  well-executed  carving  could  be  met  with  there ; 
we  hoped,  however,  to  unravel  this  circumftance  alfo  at  the 
return  of  our  party.  Mahine  afterwards  prefented  this 
piece  to  my  father,  who  has  in  his  turn  made  a prefent  of 
it  to  the  Britilh  Mufeum.  Mahine  was  likewife  very  eager. 
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to  collect  as  many  feathered  caps  as  he  could  meet  with, 
efpecially  thofe  which  had  the  feathers  of  a man  of  war 
bird,  that  bird  being  -very  fcarce  about  Taheitee,  and  much 
valued  on  account  of  its  gloffy  black  colour. 

Whilfl  captain  Cook  continued  in  the  cove,  another  trade 
for  potatoes  was  carried  on  at  the  watering-place.  Here 
the  deGre  of  poflefling  our  goods,  made  fotnc  of  the  natives 
guilty  of  a crime  againft  their  own  countryman.  A field 
of  fwcet  potatoes  was  fituated  clofe  to  the  well,  and  a con- 
fidcrable  number  of  people  of  different  ages  and  fizes, 
bulled  thcrafelvcs  in  digging  them  up,  and  bringing  them 
for  falc  to  our  people.  They  had  carried  on  this  occupa- 
tion for  fome  hours,  when  another  native  arrived,  who  was 
in  a vehement  pafiGon  with  them,  and  drove  them  all  away, 
remaining  alone  to  dig  the  roots  up  himfclf.  He  was  the 
owner  of  the  field,  whom  the  reft  had  robbed  of  the  fruits 
of  his  labour,  finding  an  cafy  method  to  difpofe  of  their 
flolen  goods.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  thefc  offences 
againlt  the  laws  of  civil  fociety,  arc  fometimes  committed 
even  at  the  Society  llles,  bccaufe  the  inhabitants  have  often 
told  us,  that  they  inflidted  a capital  puniflimcnt  upon  fuch 
offenders ; but  we  never  faw  any  inftanccs  of  it  there.  On 
this  occafion  at  Ealler  Ifland,  we  did  not  obferve  that  they 
annexed  any  penalty  to  the  crime,  though  we  faw  it  com- 
mitted. Perhaps  this  is  owing  to  the  different  degree  of 
civilization  of  thofe  two  cogencric  tribes, 
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We  went  on  board  at  noon,  where  we  dined  on  fomc 
fowls  and  potatoes,  which  we  found  delicious  after  the 
fatigues  of  the  morning.  We  obferved  a few  natives  on 
board,  who  had  ventured  to  fwim  off,  though  the  fliip  lay 
about  three  quarters  of  a mile  from  the  fhorc.  They  cx- 
prefled  the  mod  unbounded  admiration  at  every  thing 
they  faw,  and  every  one  of  them  meafured  the  whole 
length  of  the  veffel  from  head  to  flern,  with  his  extended 
arms ; fuch  a great  quantity  of  timber  of  fo  ftupendous  a 
fize,  being  altogether  incomprehenfible  to  people  wliofe 
canoes  were  patched  of  many  fmall  bits  of  wood.  Among 
them  was  one  woman,  who  had  arrived  on  board  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  carried  on  a particular  traffic  of  her 
own.  She  vificed  feveral  of  the  inferior  officers,  and  then 
addreffed  hcrfelf  to  the  failors,  emulating  the  famous  ex- 
ploits of  Mcffalina  *.  A few  Englifh  rags,  and  fomc  pieces 
of  Taheitec.  cloth,  were  the  fpoils  which  fhe  carried  away 
with  her,  being  fetched  off  by  a man  in  the  patched  canoe, 
which  was  perhaps  the  only  one  in  the  ifland.  Another  of 
her  country-women  had  vifited  our  fliip  the  day  before, 
and  been  equally  unbounded  in  her  revels.  It  remained  a- 
doubt  with  us,  whether  we  Ihould  moft  admire  their  fuccefa 
among  a fickly  crew,  exhaufled  by  the  long  continuance  of 
a noxious  diet,  or  their  own  fpirit  and  infatiate  temper. 


* See  Plin.  Hift,  Nat.  lib.  *.  c.  63.  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  xi,  J u venal.  Sat.  vi.  119. 
■ - laflata  viris,  nec  fatiata  rcccflit. 
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In  the  afternoon  we  returned  to  the  fhore  again,  and 
I walked  on  the  hills  to  the  fouthward,  which  rofe  with  a 
very  cafy  Hope.  Here  I met  with  a large  plantation  of 
bananas,  beyond  which  I found  fotne  remains  of  a flone 
wall,  which  was  perhaps  once  the  bafe  of  a ftatue.  From 
thence  I eroded  fome  fields,  where  I faw  a family  of  the 
natives  at  work,  taking  potatoes  out  of  the  ground.  I 
walked  up  to  their  hur,  which  was  one  of  the  fmallcfl  I 
had  yet  feen,  and  as  they  came  about  me,  I fat  down  among 
them.  Their  whole  number  amounted  to  fix  or  feven 
perfons,  one  of  whom  was  a woman,  and  two  were  young 
boys.  They  prefented  me  with  fome  fugar-cancs,  and  in 
return,  I made  them  a prefent  of  a fmall  piece  of  Taheitec 
cloth,  which  they  immediately  wrapped  about  the  head. 
They  did  not  exprefs  that  great  curiofity  which  we  had 
obferved  among  the  people  of  the  Society  Wes,  but  foon 
returned  to  their  former  occupation,  in  which  all  were  em- 
ployed without  exception.  Some  of  them  had  head-drefles 
made  of  feathers,  which  they  readily  offered  to  exchange 
for  pieces  of  cloth  no  bigger  than  a handkerchief.  About 
the  hut  I perceived  a few  fowls,  the  only  ones  which  I 
had  feen  alive  on  the  ifland.  Their  behaviour  towards  me 
was  wholly  inofl’cnfive,  agreeably  to  the  general  character 
of  the  nations  in  the  South  Sea.  From  the  expreflions  of 
the  liiftorians  of  Roggewcin’s  voyage,  it  fhould  feem,  that 
the  Dutch  very  wantonly  fired  upon  the  natives,  who  gave 
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no  provocation,  and  killed  a confidcrablc  number  of  them, 
intimidating  the  reft  to  a great  degree.  It  is  probable, 
that  the  terror  with  which  they  looked  upon  the  deftrutftive 
arms  of  Europeans  at  that  time,  and  during  the  late  vilit 
of  tire  Spaniards,  was  revived  among  them  at  our  appear- 
ance, and  had  an  influence  on  their  general  timid  behavi- 
our towards  us ; but  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  there  is  a mildnefs,  fellow-feeling,  and  good-na- 
ture in  their  difpofition,  which  naturally  prompts  them  to 
treat  their  viCtors  kindly,  and  even  hofpitably,  as  far  as 
their  wretched  country  will  permit. 

I returned  the  fame  way  by  which  I came,  and  foon  af- 
ter went  on  board  the  fliip  with  captain  Cook.  About  nine 
o’clock  a mufket  was  fired  on  Ihore,  as  a fignal  for  a boat, 
and  the  pinnace  being  fent  off,  returned  foon  after  with  our 
party,  who  had  been  to  examine  the  ifland.  My  father 
being  more  fatigued  than  any  body  elfe,  on  account  of  his 
long  rheumatic  complaint,  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed  imme- 
diately } but  the  other  gentlemen  fupped  with  us,  on  a few 
fowls  which  we  had  purchafed  on  ftiorc,  and  gave  us  fome 
account  of  their  travels.  As  it  will  be  moft  agreeable  to  fee 
it  in  connexion,  I (ball  here  infert  that  which  I have  ex- 
tracted from  my  father’s  journal. 

“ Immediately  after  landing,  we  walked  dirctftly  inland 
or  acrofs  the  country,  under  the  higheft  hill  which  lies  to- 
wards the  (outh,  till  we  came  to  the  other  fide  of  the  ifland. 
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About  an  hundred  natives,  and  among  them  four  or  five 
women,  accompanied  us  on  our  march,  and  fold  us  a 
quantity  of  potatoes  and  a few  fowls,  which  we  added  to 
our  flock  of  provifions.  Wc  found  the  whole  country 
flrewed  with  ftones  of  various  fizes,  of  a cavernous  or 
fpongy  texture,  and  of  a black,  brown,  or  reddifh  colour, 
which  had  indubitable  marks  of  having  been  in  a volcanic 
fire.  The  paths  through  this  rugged  ground  are  in  fome 
meafure  cleared  of  the  ftones,  but  fo  very  narrow,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  turn  our  toes  inwards,  at  which  the  natives 
are  perfcclly  expert,  and  to  fet  one  foot  exactly  before  tho 
other.  This  mode  of  walking  was  exceffivcly  fatiguing  to 
us  who  were  not  ufed  to  it,  fo  that  we  continually  hurt  our 
feet  or  Humbled.  On  both  fides  the  ground  was  covered 
with  a thin  perennial  Jamaica-grafs,  (pafpalumj  which  grew 
in  bunches  or  tufts,  and  was  fo  flippery  that  we  could  not 
walk  on  it.  We  reached  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  near  a 
range  of  feven  pillars  or  flatues,  of  which  only  four  re* 
mained  Handing,  and  one  of  them  had  loH  its  cap.  They 
flood  on  a common  pcdeflal,  like  thofc  which  we  had  fecn 
on  the  other  fide,  and  its  Hones  were  fquare  and  fitted  ex- 
actly in  the  fame  manner.  Though  the  Hone  of  which 
the  flatue  itfelf  is  formed  feems  to  be  foft  enough, 
being  nothing  but  the  red  tufa  which  covers  the  whole 
ifland,  yet  it  was  incomprchcnfible  to  me  how  fuch  great 
wrafles  could  be  formed  by  a fet  of  people  among  whom 
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we  faw  no  tools ; or  raifed  and  crettcd  by  them  without 
machinery.  The  general  appellation  of  this  range  was 
Hanga  Tebow  j hanga  being  the  word  which  they  prefix  to 
every  range.  The  names  of  the  ftatues  were  Ko*~Tomoait 
Ko-Tomieeree,  Ko-Hbo  co,  Morahecna,  Oomareeva,  Weenabw,  IVcenafe. 

“ From  hence  we  continued  our  march  to  the  northward 
along  the  fca,  having  a precipice  on  our  right.  The 
ground  was  the  fame  ferrugineous  tufa  for  a confidcrablc 
way,  covered  with  fmall  fragments ; but  after  fomc  time 
we  came  to  a fpot  which  was  a fingle  coherent  rock  or 
lump  of  black  melted  lava,  which  appeared  to  contain  fome 
iron.  There  was  no  foil,  grafs,  or  plant  whatfoever  upon 
it.  Beyond  it  we  palled  through  a number  of  plantations 
of  bananas,  potatoes,  and  yams,  and  one  of  eddoes.  The 
grafs  between  the  Rones  was  plucked  up  and  fpread  on  the 
land,  to  fereen  it  from  the  fun,  to  keep  the  moifture  of  the 
rain  in  it,  and  at  lad  to  manure  it. 

“ The  natives  continued  to  offer  fome  potatoes  for  fale 
ready  dreffed,  and,  at  a hut  where  we  halted,  they  fold  us 
fome  filh.  Some  of  them  carried  arms,  which  were  no 
other  than  the  thin  flicks  we  had  feen  before,  and  which 
were  headed  with  a black  vitreous  lava,  carefully  wrapped 
in  a fmall  piece  of  cloth.  Only  one  of  them  had  a battle- 
axe,  refembling  that  of  the  New  Zeclandcrs,  though  much 
fhortcr.  It  had  a head  carved  on  each  fide,  and  a fmall 

* Ki  is  the  article,  as  at  New  Zeeland  and  in  the  Friendly  Hies. 
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round  portion  of  the  black  glafs  above-mentioned  in  (lead 
of  eyes.  They  had  likewife  fomc  fmall  crooked  human 
figures  made  of  wood,  of  which  we  could  not  learn  the 
ufc  or  fignification  ■,  we  did  not,  however,  think  that  our 
ignorance  on  this  fubjett  intitlcd  us  to  call  them  idols, 
which  is  too  commonly  the  judgment  pa  fled  upon  the 
works  of  art  of  unknown  nations. 

* After  leaving  this  hut  we  flill  advanced  to  the  north- 
ward, without  feeing  any  new  objctfls.  A man  and  a wo- 
man met  us  from  fome  neighbouring  houfes,  each  with  a 
large  matted  bag,  of  very  neat  workmanlhip,  filled  with  hot 
potatoes,  and  placed  themfclvcs  by  the  fide  of  the  path  where 
we  were  to  pafs.  As  we  came  on,  the  man  prefented  each  of 
us  with  fomc  of  the  roots,  and  having  diftributed  a portion 
to  the  whole  party,  he  ran  with  amazing  fwiftnefs  to  the 
head  of  our  file  to  (hare  out  the  reft,  till  he  had  given  away 
the  whole.  He  received  a large  piece  of  cloth  from  me, 
which  was  the  only  requital  for  an  inftance  of  hofpitality, 
of  which  I never  faw  the  like  even  at  Taheitee.  Soon  after 
the  natives  told  us  their  aree,  or  bareehe,  or  king  was  com- 
ing towards  us.  Several  men  came  on  before  him,  and 
diftributed  fugar-cancs  to  us  all  in  fignof  friendlhip,  at  the 
fame  time  pronouncing  the  word  beeo  *,  which  fignifies 
friend.  We  now  faw  the  king  (landing  on  a hill,  and 
walked  up  to  him,  Mr.  I’ickerfgill  and  myfelf  making  him 

* Ilia  at  the  Society  Iflcs ; H’ia  at  the  Friendly  Illcs. 
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fome  prefents.  We  afked  for  his  name,  which  he  told  us 
was  Ko  Toheetai,  adding  that  he  was  aree  or  king.  We 
were  defirous  of  knowing  whether  he  was  only  the  chief  of 
a diflrift,  or  of  the  whole  ifland  ; upon  which  he  fpread  out 
his  arms,  as  it  were  to  include  the  whole  ifland,  and  faid 
IVaibu.  To  fliew  that  we  underftood  him,  we  laid  our  hands 
on  his  breafl,  and,  calling  him  by  name,  added  his  title, 
king  of  Waihu,  at  which  he  expreffed  very  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  converfed  a great  deal  with  his  people  on  that  fub- 
ject.  He  was  a middle-aged  man,  rather  tall ; his  face  and 
whole  body  ftrongly  punctured.  He  wore  a piece  of  cloth 
made  of  the  mulberry  bark,  quilted  with  threads  of  grafs, 
and  Rained  yellow  with  turmcrick;  and  on  his  head  he 
had  a cap  of  long  fliining  black  feathers,  which  might  be 
called  a diadem.  We  did  not  perceive  any  great  degree  of 
homage  or  attention  paid  to  him  by  the  people ; and  indeed 
in  fo  poor  a country  there  feems  to  be  nothing  which  he 
could  havereferved  for  himfelf,  without  a manifefl  incroach- 
ment  on  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  which  might  have 
produced  dangerous  effe&s.  When  wc  wanted  to  continue 
our  march  he  feemed  to  diflike  it,  and  deftred  us  to  return,, 
offering  to  accompany  us;  but  feeing  our  officer  determined 
to  proceed  at  all  events  he  dcCRed,  and  went  with  us. 

“ Wc  marched  to  an  elevated  fpot,  and  flopped  a little 
while  to  take  fome  refrclhmcnts,  and  to  give  Mr.  Hodges 
time  to  draw  fome  of  the  monuments,  near  one  of  which 
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we  found  an  entire  Ikclcton  of  a man.  A good  view  of 
fome  of  thefe  monuments  is  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  ac- 
count of  this  voyage.  Our  people  fat  down  on  the  ground, 
and  laid  their  bundles  of  provifion  before  them,  whilft  the 
ofiiers,  and  other  gentlemen  with  myfelf,  converfed  with 
the  natives.  One  of  our  failors,  who  carried  my  plant- bag, 
in  which  were  a few  nails,  &c.  being  lcls  careful  of  his 
bundle  than  the  reft,  a native  fnatched  it  up  and  ran  off 
with  it.  None  of  us  faw  it,  except  lieutenant  Edgecumb, 
who  immediately  fired  his  mulket,  loaded  with  fmall  fhot, 
at  the  thief,  and  thus  gave  the  alarm  to  us  all.  The  native 
being  wounded  threw  down  the  bag,  which  our  people  re- 
covered, but  he  fell  foon  after;  his  countrymen  took  him 
up,  and  fled  to  a little  diftancc,  till  we  beckoned  to  them  to 
return, . which  almoft  all  of  them  did.  Though  this  was 
the  only  inftance  of  firing  at  a native  during  our  flay  at 
Eafter  lfland,  yet  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  Europeans  too 
often  afliime  the  power  of  kiflitfling  punilhments  on  peo- 
ple who  are  utterly  unacquainted  with  their  laws. 

“ From  this  fpot  we  continued  our  march  a good  way 
inland,  and  were  conduced  to  a deep  well,  which  appeared 
to  have  been  formed  by  art,  and  contained  good  frelh  water, 
though  fomewhat  troubled.  We  all  drank  heartily  of  it, 
and  then  went  on,  palling  by  fevcral  large  ftatues,  which 
had  been  overturned,  till  we  came  in  fight  of  the  two  hum- 
mocks, near  which  we  had  perceived  the  greateft  number  of 
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pillars  or  flames,  from  the  fliip,  on  the  1 2th.  We  mount- 
ed on  an  eminence  in  the  neighbourhood,  from  whence  we 
beheld  the  fea  on  both  fides  of  the  ifland,  acrofs  a plain 
which  we  had  likewife  difeovered  from  the  fliip  at  that 
time.  We  viewed  the  whole  eaftern  coaft,  and  its  numer- 
ous pillars,  and  were  convinced  that  there  was  no  bay  or 
harbour  on  that  fide  of  the  ifland.  With  this  information 
we  returned  back  to  a large  {latue,  which  the  natives  called 
Mmgototo,  and  in  the  lhade  of  which  we  dined.  In  its  neigh- 
bourhood we  met  with  another  huge  flatue,  which  lay  over- 
turned * it  was  twenty-feven  feet  long,  and  nine  feet  in  dia- 
meter, exceeding  in  magnitude  every  other  pillar  which  we 
had  feen  on  the  ifland. 

“ In  returning,  wc  flopped  once  more  at  the  well,  and 
quenched  our  thirft,  which  the  raging  heat  of  the  fun, 
reverberated  from  barren  rocks,  had  excited.  From  thence 
we  dire&ed  our  march  fomething  nearer  the  ridge  of  hills 
which  run  along  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  but  found  the 
path  more  rugged  and  fatiguing  than  ever,  the  country 
being  ftrewed  with  volcanic  cinders,  and  defolate  all  round 
us,  though  we  found  many  remaining  proofs  of  its  having 
been  formerly  cultivated.  I now  felt  how  much  I had 
been  weakened  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  rheumatifm, 
which  had  crippled  all  my  limbs,  and  was  hardly  able  to 
keep  up  with  the  reft,  though  I had  formerly,  upon  fimilar 
occafions,  been  indefatigable.  The  natives  feeing  us  ftrike 
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into  a difficult  path  had  all  left  us,  except  one  man  and  a 
little  boy.  Finding  that  our  officers  with  their  party,  went 
too  much  out  of  their  way,  by  millaking  the  dire&ion  of 
our  (hip,  I left  them  ; and  with  Dr.  Sparrman,  a failor, 
and  the  two  natives,  purfued  the  neared  path,  which  the 
latter  had  plainly  pointed  out.  The  man  feeing  me  very 
faint,  offered  me  his  hand,  and  walking  on  the  loofe  ftones 
by  the  fide  of  the  path,  with  amazing  dexterity  fupported 
me  for  a confiderable  way  ; the  little  boy  going  before,  and 
picking  up  the  dones  which  obdru<5led  the  path.  By  reding 
fcveral  times,  we  were  at  lad  enabled  to  reach  the  fummit 
of  the  hill,  from  whence  we  faw  the  fca  to  the  wed,  and  the 
{hip  at  anchor.  The  hill  was  covered  with  a fhrubbery  of 
the  mimofit,  which  grew  here  to  the  height  of  eight  or  nine 
feet,  and  fome  of  whofe  dems  near  the  root,  were  about  the 
thicknefs  of  a man’s  thigh.  We  found  another  well  here- 
abouts, of  which  the  water  was  infetded  with  a putrid  tade, 
and  the  fmell  of  beparfulpburit,  but  of  which  wc  drank,  not- 
withdanding  its  naufeoufnefs.  The  fun  fet  very  £oon  after 
we  had  left  this  well  fo  that  we  continued  our  walk  down- 
wards, for  more  than  two  hours  entirely  in  the  dark,  during 
which  my  Indian's  affidancc  was  particularly  valuable  to 
me.  I waited  for  Mr.  Pickerfgill  and  the  red  of  the  party, 
having  gained  near  three  miles  upon  them,  and  arrived 
fafely  at  the  fea  fide  with  them,  after  walking  at  the  lowed 
computation,  at  lead  five  and  twenty  miles  on  the  mod 
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deteftablc  roads,  where  not  a Angle  tree  appeared  to  give  us 
fhelter  from  the  fcorcliing  fun.  I rewarded  my  friendly 
condudtors  with  all  the  Taheitee  cloth,  and  iron  ware, 
which  I had  about  me,  and  arrived  fafely  on  board  with 
the  party.” 

From  this  narrative  it  is  evident,  that  the  mod  diligent 
enquiries  on  our  part,  have  not  been  fufficient  to  throw  a 
clear  light  on  the  furprifing  objefts  which  ft  ruck  our  eyes 
in  this  illand.  We  may  however,  attempt  to  account  for 
thofe  gigantic  monuments,  of  which  great  numbers  cxift  in 
every  part ; for  as  they  are  fo  difproportionatc  to  the  pre- 
fent  flrength  of  the  nation,  it  is  molt  reafonable  to  look 
upon  them  as  the  remains  of  better  times.  The  niceft  cal- 
culations which  we  could  make,  never  brought  the  number 
of  inhabitants  in  this  illand  beyond  feven  hundred  *,  who, 
deftitute  of  tools,  of  flielter,  and  clothing,  are  obliged  to 
fpend  all  their  time  in  providing  food  to  fupport  their  pre- 
carious exiftence.  It  is  obvious  that  they  are  too  much 
occupied  with  their  wants,  to  think  of  forming  ftatues, 
which  would  coft  them  ages  to  finilh,  and  require  their 
united  ftrength  to  erect.  Accordingly,  we  did  not  fee  a 
fingle  inllrument  among  them  on  all  our  excurfions,  which 

• The  Spaniards  in  the  S.  Lorenzo,  and  frigate  Rofalia,  make  the  population 
of  Eaftcr  Illand  amount  to  between  two  and  three  thouland  ; but  it  may  be 
^doubted  whether  they  examined  the  interior  country,  as  well  as  our  people. 

See  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Letter  to  Dr.  Hawkcfworth. 
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could  have  been  of  the  lead  ufe  in  mafonry  or  fculpture. 
We  neither  met  with  any  quarries,  where  they  had  recently 
dug  the  materials,  nor  with  unfinilhed  ftatues  which  we 
might  have  confidered  as  the  work  of  the  prefent  race. 
It  is  therefore  probable,  that  thefe  people  were  formerly 
more  numerous,  more  opulent  and  happy,  when  they  could 
fparc  fufficient  time  to  flatter  the  vanity  of  their  princes, 
by  perpetuating  their  name  by  lading  monuments.  The 
remains  of  plantations  found  on  the  fummits  of  the 
hills,  give  drength  and  ftipport  to  this  conjetdurc.  It  is 
not  in  our  power  to  determine  by  what  various  accidents 
a nation  fo  flourifhing,  could  be  reduced  in  number,  and 
degraded  to  its  prefent  indigence.  But  we  arc  well  con- 
vinced that  many  caufes  may  produce  this  efTetd,  and  that 
the  devaflation  which  a volcano  might  make,  is  alone  fuf- 
ficient to  heap  a load  of  miferics  on  a people  confined  to 
fo  fmall  a fpace.  In  fa<d,  this  illand,  which  may  perhaps, 
in  remote  ages,  have  been  produced  by  a volcano,  fince  all 
its  minerals  are  merely  volcanic,  has  at  lead  in  all  likeli- 
hood been  deflroyed  by  its  fire.  All  kinds  of  trees  and 
plants,  all  domeflic  animals,  nay  a great  part  of  the  nation 
itfelf  may  have  perifhed  in  the  dreadful  convulfion  of  na- 
ture : hunger  and  mifery  mud  have  been  but  too  powerful 
enemies  to  thofe  who  efcapcd  the  fire.  We  cannot  well 
account  for  thofe  little  carved  images  which  we  faw  among 
the  natives,  and  the  reprefentation  of  a dancing  woman’s 
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hand,  which,  as  I have  mentioned  above,  arc  made  of  wood, 
at  prefent  not  to  be  met  with  upon  the  ifland.  The  only 
idea  which  offers  itfelf,  is  that  they  were  made  loDg  ago, 
and  have  been  faved  by  accident  or  predilcttion,  at  the 
general  cataftrophe  which  feems  to  have  happened.  All 
the  women  whom  we  faw  in  different  parts  of  the  ifland, 
did  not  amount  to  thirty,  though  our  people  croffed  it 
almoft  from  one  end  to  the  other,  without  feeing  the  lead 
probability  that  the  women  had  retired  to  any  fecluded 
part.  If  there  are  really  no  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
women,  among  fix  or  feven  hundred  men,  the  whole  na- 
tion is  in  a fair  way  of  becoming  entirely  extimff  in  a flrort 
fpace  of  time,  unlefs  all  our  phyfical  principles  on  the 
plurality  of  hufbands  arc  erroneous.  The  greater  part 
of  the  women  whom  we  faw  gave  us  no  rcafon  to 
fuppofe  that  they  were  accuftomed  to  a fingle  part- 
ner ; on  the  contrary,  they  feemed  habitually  to  have  ar- 
rived at  the  fpirit  of  Mcffalina,  or  of  Cleopatra.  But  this 
difproportion  is  fuch  a Angular  phenomenon  in  human  na- 
ture, that  we  cannot  without  difficulty  give  credit  to  it,  and 
would  willingly  lay  hold  of  any  argument  which,  though 
incumbered  with  difficulties,  might  reftore  the  proportion 
between  the  fexes.  It  is  true  our  party  did  not  fee  any  val- 
ley or  fecluded  glen,  to  which  the  women  might  have  con- 
fined themfelves  during  our  day ; but  I muff  remind  the 
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>:!”*.  reader  of  thofe  caverns  mentioned  before,  to  which  the  na- 
tives always  refufed  to  admit  us.  The  caverns  of  Iceland 
are  fpacious  enough  to  contain  fcveral  thoufand  inhabitants; 
and  nothing  is  more  probable  than  that,  in  a fimilar  vol- 
canic country,  fuch  caverns  may  afford  room  for  a few 
hundreds.  What  rcafons  the  Eafler  Iflanders  may  have  to 
be  more  jealous  of  their  women  than  the  Taheitians,  we 
know  not ; but  wc  are  acquainted  with  the  outrageous  and' 
wanton  behaviour  of  the  failor,  wherever  he  has  fo  great  a 
fuperiority  over  the  Indian,  as  the  Dutch  and  Spaniards  mull 
have  had  over  the  people  of  Eafter  Ifland.  The  principal 
objedlion  againft  this  fuppofiiion  is,  however,  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  children  which  we  faw,  there  being  no  reafon  to  fe- 
clude  them  from  our  eyes,  whatever  might  be  thought  ne- 
ceffary  with  regard  to  the  women.  In  Abort,  this  matter 
mull  remain  unafeertained,  and  if,  in  fadl,  the  number  of 
women  is  inconfiderablc,  it  mull  have  been  diminilhed  by 
fomc  extraordinary  accident,  which  none  but  the  natives 
could  have  explained  ; but,  in  all  our  doubts,  our  ignorance 
of  their  language  prevented  us  from  acquiring  any  infor- 
mation. 

The  next  morning  we  fent  a boat  afliore  to  take  in  fome 
water,  and  the  weather  continuing  calm,  another  went  off 
to  trade  with  the  natives  in  order  to  encreafe  our  little  ftock 
cf  potatoes.*  One  of  the  natives  likewife  plied  between  the 
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fhip  and  the  fhore,  bringing  off  potatoes  and  bananas  in  M'”*< 
the  patched  canoe.  In  the  mean  while  a {mart  (bower 
falling  on  board  the  Ihip,  enabled  our  people  to  colledt  a 
quantity  of  fre(h  water  in  the  awnings  and  fails  of  the  (hip, 
which  were  fpread  to  catch  it.  Another  boat  went  off  to 
the  fhore  in  the  afternoon,  but  towards  evening  a faint 
breeze  fpringing  up,  the  Ihip  fired  a gun,  in  confequence 
of  which  the  boat  came  on  board,  and  we  failed  N.  W.  by 
W.  from  Ealler  Ifiand. 

We  had  been  greatly  difappointed  in  the  expectation 
which  we  had  formed  of  this  ifland,  as  a place  of  refrelh- 
ment.  The  only  article  of  any  importance  was  their  fweec 
potatoes  ; but  after  we  had  regularly  (hared  out  all  we  had 
purchafed,  the  common  people  had  only  a few  fcanty  meals 
of  them.  As  to  the  bananas,  yams,  and  fugar-canes  which 
we  had  bought,  they  were  in  fuch  inconfiderable  quantities, 
that  they  fcarce  deferve  to  be  mentioned.  All  the  fowls 
which  we  had  obtained,  and  which,  in  general,  were  of  a 
very  fmall  breed,  did  not  amount  to  fifty  ; and  even  the 
quantity  of  water  which  we  had  filled  was  inconfiderable 
and  ill  tailed.  However,  this  fmall  fupply  was  fo  feafon- 
able,  that  it  preferved  us  from  the  too  violent  attacks  of 
the  feurvy  and  bilious  diforders,  till  we  could  reach  a better 
place  of  refrefliment.  Indeed,  when  I confider  the  wretch- 
ed fituation  of  the  inhabitants,  I am  furprifed  that  they 
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parted  with  a quantity  of  provifions  to  us,  of  which  the 
cultivation  mull  have  coll  them  great  pains  and  labour. 
The  barren  refradlory  foil  of  their  ifland,  the  fcarcity  of  do- 
mellic  animals,  and  the  want  of  boats  and  proper  materials 
for  Hilling,  all  concur  to  render  their  means  of  fubfiftence 
estremely  difficult  and  precarious.  Yet  the  dcGre  of  polTeff- 
ing  the  new  toys  and  curiofities  which  Grangers  bring 
among  them,  hurried  them  away,  and  prevented  their  re- 
flcCling  on  the  urgency  of  their  own  moll  natural  and  un- 
avoidable wants.  In  this,  as  in  numberlefs  other  circum- 
flances,  they  agree  with  the  tribes  who  inhabit  New  Zee- 
land,  the  I-'riendly  and  the  Society  lflands,  and  who  feem 
to  have  had  one  common  origin  with  them.  Their  fea- 
tures are  very  fimilar,  fo  that  the  general  charaflcr  may 
eafrly  be  dillinguiffied.  Their  colour,  a yellowilh  brown, 
mod  like  the  hue  of  the  New  Zeelanders  s their  art  of 
punCluring,  the  ufe  of  the  mulberry-baik  for  clothing,  the 
predilection  for  red  paint  and  red  dreffes,  the  fliape  and 
workmanlhip  of  their  clubs,  the  mode  of  dreffing  their  vic- 
tuals, all  form  a ftrong  rcfemblancc  to  the  natives  of  the 
illands  above  mentioned.  We  may  add  to  thefe,  the  fim- 
plicity  of  their  languages,  that  of  Haller  Ifland  being  a dia- 
led which,  in  many  refpeCls,  refembles  that  of  New  Zee- 
land,  efpecially  in  the  harlhnefs  of  pronunciation  and  the 
ufe  of  gutturals,  and  yet,  in  other  inflances,  partakes  of  that 
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of  Taheitcc.  The  monarchical  government  likewife  flrength- 
ens  the  affinity  between  the  Eafter  Ifl.indtrs  and  the  tropical 
v tribes,  its  prerogatives  being  only  varied  according  to  the 
different  degrees  of  fertility  of  the  iflands,  and  the  opulence 
or  luxury  of  the  people.  Eafter  Ifland,  or,  as  the  natives 
call  it,  Waihu,  is  fo  very  barren,  that  the  whole  number 
of  plants  growing  upon  it  does  not  exceed  twenty  fpecics, 
of  which  far  the  greater  part  is  cultivated*}  though  the 
fpace  w.uch  the  plantations  occupy  is  inconfiderablc,  com- 
pared with  that  which  lies  wade.  The  foil  is  altogether 
floney,  and  parched  by  the  fun,  and  water  is  fo  fcarce,  that 
the  inhabitants  drink  it  out  of  wells  which  have  a ftrong 
admixture  of  brine  } nay,  fome  of  our  people  really  faw 
them  drink  of  the  fea-watcr  when  they  were  thirfty.  Their 
habit  of  body  mull,  in  fome  mcafure,  be  influenced  by  thefc 
circumftanccs  } they  are  meagre,  and  their  mufcles  hard 
and  rigid } they  live  very  frugally,  and,  in  general,  go  al- 
moft  wholly  naked,  only  covering  the  head,  which  is  the 
mod  fenfible  of  heat,  with  feathered  caps,  and  pun&uring 
or  daubing  the  reft  with  colours.  Their  ideas  of  decency 
are,  of  courfe,  very  different  from  thofc  of  nations  who  are 
accuftomed  to  clothing.  They  cut  fhort  their  hair  and  beards 


* The  Spaniards  mention  white  c:i!.ib:, flics,  (fimfiem,)  among  the  vegetable 
productions  of  this  iflsnd  ; but  we  did  net  fce  any,-— See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  judi- 
cious letter  to  Dr.  Hawkcfworth. 
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m'”ch  from  motives  of  cleanlinefs,  like  the  people  of  Tonga-Tab- 
boo,  but  fortunately  feemed  to  be  lefs  fubje<51  to  leprous 
complaints.  It  is  eafy  to  conclude  that  the  king  of 
fuch  a people  cannot  have  great  and  confpicuous  advan- 
tages over  the  commonalty,  nor  did  our  party  obferve  any 
thing  of  that  kind.  The  religion  of  the  Eallcr  Wanders  is 
flill  wholly  unknown  to  us,  bccaufe  abftrafb  ideas  are  not 
to  be  acquired  in  fo  fliort  a time  as  bur  (lay.  The  ftatues, 
which  are  erefled  in  honour  of  their  kings,  have  a great  af- 
finity to  the  wooden  figures,  called  Tee,  on  the  chief’s  ma- 
rais  or  burying-places  at  Taheitce  ; but  we  could  not  pof- 
fibly  confider  them  as  idols,  though  Roggewein’s  people 
would  pafs  them  for  fuch  upon  us.  The  fires  which  the 
Dutch  interpret  as  (acrifices,  were  only  made  ufe  of  by  the 
natives  to  drefs  their  meals ; and  though  the  Spaniards  fuf- 
peifletl  them  to  be  a kind  of  fuperflition,  they  were,  perhaps, 
equally  miftaken,  bccaufe  the  fcarcity  of  fuel  obliged  the 
inhabitants  to  be  careful  of  it,  and  to  prevent  their  provi- 
sions being  uncovered  after  they  had  once  been  put  under 
ground  with  heated  ftones. 

We  are  unacquainted  with  the  amufements  of  the  people 
of  Ealler  Ifland,  having  never  fecn  them  engaged  in  any 
kind  of  diverfion,  nor  taken  notice  of  a Angle  mufical  in- 
•Ilrumcnt  among  them.  They  cannot,  however,  be  entire 
-ftrangers  to  amufements,  fince  Maroo-wahai,  who  flept  on 
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board,  talked  a great  deal  of  dancing,  as  foon  as  we  had 
quieted  his  fears  with  refpeft  to  the  fafety  of  his  perfon. 
The  difpofition  of  thefe  people  is  far  from  being  warlike ; 
their  numbers  are  too  inconfidcrable,  and  their  poverty  too 
general,  to  create  civil  difturbanccs  amongft  them.  It  is 
equally  improbable  that  they  have  foreign  wars,  fince  hi- 
therto we  know  of  no  ifland  near  enough  to  admit  of  an 
intercourfe  between  the  inhabitants ; neither  could  we  obtain 
any  intelligence  from  thofe  of  Eafter  Ifland  upon  the  fub- 
jedl.  This  being  premifed,  it  is  extraordinary  that  they 
fhould  have  different  kinds  of  oflfenfive  weapons,  and  efpe- 
dally  fuch  as  refemble  thofe  of  the  New  Zeelandcrs ; and 
we  muft  add  this  circumftance  to  feveral  others,  which  arc 
inexplicable  to  us  in  their  kind. 

Upon  the  whole,  fuppofing  Eafter  Ifland  to  have  under- 
gone a late  misfortune  from  volcanic  fires,  its  inhabitants 
are  more  to  be  pitied  than  any  lefs  civilized  fociety,  being 
acquainted  with  a number  of  conveniencics,  comforts,  and 
luxuries  of  life,  which  they  formerly  pofTefled,  and  of  which 
the  remembrance  muft  embitter  the  lofs.  Mahine  frequent- 
ly lamented  their  unhappy  fituation,  and  feemed  to  feel  for 
them  more  than  he  had  done  for  the  New  Zeelanders,  be- 
caufe  he  found  them  much  more  deftitute.  He  added  an- 
other flick  to  the  bundle  which  compofed  his  journal,  and 
remembered  Eafter  Ifland  with  this  obfervation,  tata  maitai, 
wbennua  eeno,  that  the  people  were  good,  but  the  ifland  very 
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bad ; whereas  at  New  Zeeland  he  had  found  more  fault 
with  the  natives  than  the  country.  His  feelings  were  al- 
ways warm  from  the  heart,  which  education  had  filled 
with  real  philanthropy  ; they  were  likcwife  juft,  in  general, 
becaufe  his  fcnfes  were  found  and  acute,  and  his  under- 
ftanding,  though  uncultivated,  was  free  from  many  pre- 
judices. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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